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Mr. HARRINGTON, Mr. Speaker, the
April 24 edition of the New Yorker con-
tained a most penetrating analysis by
Robert Shaplen of our recent foray into
Laos and its repercussions throughout
Indochina. It is one of the most knowl-
cdgeable and objective sccounts of our
involvement in Vietnam I have yet en-
countered and I recommend it to my
colleagues,

LEr7ER From Inpo-CHINA
8aicoN, APRIL 14.

It may be six or eight months kefore any
finzal assessment can be made of Operation:
Lam Son 719, the South Vietnamese invasion
of Laos, supported by vast American air
power, which lasted from February 8th until
March 25th and-was followed by brlef coms-
manco forays until early in April. Neverthe-
less, even though this cperation has produced
more heated dehate than any lother Indo-
Chinese batile since tlie French feli into the
trap of Dien Blen Phu in the spring of 1954,
a few conclusions can be reached now. The
invasion failcd to achieve anything close to
1ts maximum alms, for, though it caused the
death of a great many South and North Viet-
namese, It did little—contrary to American
and South Vietnamese expectations—to speed
the end of the fighiting, either by forcing
Hznoi to negotiate or by assuring the success
of the still incenclusive Vietnamization pro-
gram. It may, at most, have postponed some
major offensives that the Communists had
planned In South Vietnam over the next few
months, On the other hand, at least one big
attack—in Kontum Province, in the Central
Highlands—has been pressed during the past
forinight, and there has been a noticeable
increase of terrorism throughout the coun-
try. Costly as the Lactian Invasion was to
Hanol, it apparently hardened the determi-
nation of the North Vietuamese to continue
fighting throughout Indos-China, Moreover,
it led to a reaflirmation of Chinese and Rus-
slan pledges of assistance, Finally, the opar=
ationl was a political seihack for President
Nguyen Van Thieu, whoese reelection in Oc-
tober Is now, for the first time, open to
question.

The Americans, who are golng all out to
uphold Thieu and make their South Viet
namese allies feel “six feet tall” as the
monthly rate of American troop withdrawals
Increases, have come up with the customary
set of sanguinary statistics, this time clalm- -
ing a nine-to-one “kill ratio” in favor of the
Saigon forces. If that is believable—and even
President Nixon, in his television interview
of March 22nd, indicated that a five-to-one
ratlo might be more realistic—it could be
due only to the prependerance of Armerican
bombers and artillery, There can be no doubt
that if it had not been for this support the
results waould have been disastrous for the
tiventy-four thousand South Vietnamese who
were fighting deep in unknown jungle ter-
ritory against about thirty-five thousand
North Vietnomesze—a , far more expericncert
force, which was fully determined to protect
15 lifeline to the South in the Ho Chi Minh
Trail complex. The grucsome game of body
coun*s has long heen the bugahos of cor-
rezpondents in Vietnam, and in this casc the
canfusion has been compounded by a flond
of often coutradictory -statements and as-
geeements emanating from Washington and
Saigon. Indeed, never in the past ten yenrs—
net cevn . during the chaotic months before
tlie overthrow of the Ngo Dinh Diem reglme,
In 1963, or during the Communist Tet offen-

sive at the bedinning of 1968 and the May
and August oflensives that followed—have
I witncssed such dissension as has taken
place between the news media and the au-
thorlties, both American and South Viet-
namese, over the invasion of Laos.

According to the latest ofiicial American
figures, the logses of the South Vietnamese—
who for the most part fought bravely and
well but lacked a cohesive command—were
about fifteen hundred desd, more than six
hundred missing, and fifty-five hundred
wounded; so far there have been no estimates
of how man¥ of the wounded have died or
are likely to die. Unofiicially, however, ac-
cording to what South Vietnamese sources
have told me, the number of men missing and
prestuned dead is actually between a thou-
sand and fifteen hundred, and the number
of wounded is at least seven thousand. Some
of those listed as missing are still straggling
back acress the border, hut the majority, it
is said, either died of their wounds in Laos
or surrencerad or were captured by the North
Vietnamese. In their flight from Laos, under
extremely heavy North Vietnamese attacks,
the South Vietnamese akandoned many of
their wounded—something that the govern-
ment s reluctant to admit—and though
American reseue helicopters did remarkable
work under the most hazardous conditions,
they couldn't bring out all the wounded. (A
hundred and five helicoptars were lost in the
Laotian ecperatlon, and five hundred and
fifty-six were damaged; a hundred and seve
enty-six Americans were killed during those
weeks, on both sides of the border, and forty-
two are missing.) Each Vietnamese unit coni-
mander reports on his own losses, so it is
difficult to come up with cemprehensive fig-
ures. The dependents of knewn dead get full
penelen awards, while theze of the missing
get payment for only four vears, and the
Minister of Velerans' Affairs, Phom Vun
Dong, gald to me, “I won't know for months
how mueh I have to pay to how nmany."”

The North Vietnaniese assuredly suffered
heavier casualtles, but whether these were
as high as Aliled authoritics claimed can
never be determined. It is admittedly diffie
cult for troops engagzed in bloedy fighting or
in MNight to count the bodies of thesa killed
by bombs, but if the civen figure of thirteen
thousand- five hundred dead is correct, and
if one agsumes, as Allied military ofilcials do,
that twice as many North Vietnamese were
wounded as were killed, then the total cas-
ualties come to ahout forty thousand, or
mere than the number of North Vietnamese
that the same military oficials say were fight-
ing in the Laotian battle. There would scem
to be mcre realism In the estimate that from
& third to a half of the thirty-three North
Vietnamese battallons engaged were renderad
"combat Inefective,” and that it will be no
easy tagk for North Vietnam, whieh is su!ier-
ing from a maupower shortage, to replace
these losses. About a third of the North Viet-
namese losses vere specialists—technicians of
one sort or another who dirccted the flow of
trafile on the Trail—and those men will be
ihe most difficult to replace,

Nevertheless, the North Viethamese quickly
sent in between four thousand and eight
thousand reinforcements to repair the dame-
age done to the Trail, mestly by our B-52
bombers, and within a fortnight after the in-
vasion ended, the movement of trucks south
had been resumed at o more or less nornmal
pace. (Tn comparlson to the North Vietname-
ese battelion losses, at least five—and some
say eight-—of tire tiventy-1wo South Vietnam-
ese battalions involved wera hiurt to the point
of combat ineflectivencss, and it must be
stressed that Saigon threw its best forces into
Lam Son 719, It~ nke betveen six months
and a year to build thers units hack up to
strength, and then th will certainly not be
as well trained and “élite” as they were be-
fore.) The North Vietnamose apparently lost
between three and four thousand trucks

 Vietnamese have currently

along the Trail; again, most of these losses
Were the result of bom¥ing, and only about
three hundred trucks .were destrayed .in the
actual area of the ground invasion. The
North Vietnamese 710 los{ more then o hun-
dred tanks, (The number of new Russian-
built PT-76, T-54, and T-34 tanks that Fanol
used, sometimes right under the nhoses of
the South Vietnamese, wis one of (he sur-
rrises of the camnpaign, and the lighter tanks
of the South Vietnamese forces, many of
which got bogged down, were no mateh for
them.) In addlition, Hanoi lost nearly seven
theusand weapous, blg and small, and nearly
five hundred tons of heavy ammunition—ar-
tiliery and mortar shells, and the like—but
Salgon's clalm of a total of a hundred and
seventy-six thousaiid tons of North Vietnames-
ezc anmmunition blown up, mostly by bomb-
ing, seems ridiculous,
monthly flow south in the past has been
ounly abeut fourteen thousand tons. Further-
more, no major storage depots wers taken—
only some mediume-sized way stations along
the Trail. The French used to say that for
cvery ton of ammunition captured the Com-
munists ad three mere tens available near-
by. No cne kunows how :much the North
stashed away
around the Blovens Piateau, abeut a hun-
dred miles below the invasion area and
near the border point where Laos, Cam-
bcdia, and South Vietnam wmeet. However,
the Nerth Vietnnmese and their Pathet Lao
acccmplices recently extended thelr cone
trol in that region, and they obviously have
quite a lot of supplies cached there. Con-
secuently, just how much time Hanoi lost
and Saigon gained by the invasion can be
determined only next fall, when matérlel in
the narthern part of the Trail complex is due
to arrive farther south, some of it destined
for Cambodia and the rest for the ceutral
and scuthern parts of Soutli Vietnam.
For anyone attempting to evaluate the
Laotian operation, what has perhaps been
most significant is the fact that the Com-
munists have struck back quickly and vio-
Iently in various parts of South Victnam and
in Cambodla, clenrly demonstrating that they
have enough men and orms to cause a lot
pf treuble—at least durlng tle present dry
season, which will last another month. And
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most observers believe they will continue

their attacks across the now expanded Indo-
China fronts throughout the coming rainy
season, which will last until the engd of
October. The attacks in Scuth Vietnam over
the past two weeks have ranged from a sug-
cessful assmult on an American base in
Quang Nam Province, in the north, in which
thirty-three Americans were killed and
seventy-six were wounded, to quick strikes
at district towns and headguarters and at
fortified artillery fire bases that sre set up to
provide strong points for Allied military op-
erations in all battle zones. By far the most
serious of these attacks hos been the one
in Kontum, in the Central Highlands, Al-
though the Communists have lost about
twenty-five hundred men in this province as
a result of American hombing, they have been
making a concerted effort to capture TFire
Base 6 there; If they succeed, they will pre-
sumably try to advance southward to Pleiku
and Quang Duc Provinces and eastvward as
far as possible toward Binh Dinh and other
coastal arens where there hus heen a recent
fiurry of fighting. The Communists also seem
determined to pin down Soutlh Vietnamese
troops and inilict heavy -casualties. That
being so0, it i5 significant that the equiva-
lent of five South Vietnamese regiments is
heavily engaged in Eontum, which In itzelf
would seem to helle Saigon's elaims that its
casualties have been light. In mid-February,
the Commuists, having apparently antici-
poted a move westward into the horder region
below the Tolovens Plateau and adjacent to
the Iiighlands, repulsed a South Vietnamese
assault there and caused heavy casualiles to
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civine lend
dnd of analy-
siz thot peliticn 5 oare €quipnad to
make, for the dociring, when reduced to its
basic componeats, s conzerned with the al-
location of politleal power among tiie three
branches of tha Govermmont, As long as I
am asjoziatsd with th2 Subcomuniites, I
intend to coutinue to call upon mambhers of
your profession to assist us in our edorts
to glve edect to thils kasic politlenl concept.
I sincerely Invite you, Individuxlly or as a

—_—
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consider to be of su ancs to
warrant the Subconunittse’s squds and inves-
tizgation, and I can assurs you thas your sug-
gestlons will receive our scrious consilera-
tion.

As-one wiho is in. dally contact witn the
govermmentol process, I want to urge all of
you to bocorms active partizipanis iu the
buslness of Governmeny, and not meare con-
tempiuous, albeait able, obsorvers. The Gova

roment nesds your construciive criticism
and tie stimulation your creative analysis
provides. Bl
+ If the separvation of powers docirine is
to work properly—or even to swrvive—the
Informed, aggrezsive partlelpatlon of the
citizenry raust provide the missing link be-
tween the governors and the governed, this
missing link must exert its Influencse over
the three branchas of Go mmant o a man-

ner so pervasive that abuses of political
power cannot occur. In the final analysis
this elemant accounts for every lastance

fails to work-—

where our system woriks or
the army of citize I
apathy, whose asso
1s ultimately re

gnd every failur

involvement or
acquiescence,
every triumph
of this Governmant.

SHAPLEN ON INDOCHINA

Mr. EAGLLTON. Mr. President, dur-
Ing may recent tvip to Southeas: Asia, I
had the good fortune to talk with Robert
Shaplen, a journalist who has watched
Vietnam and Indoching since 1843,

Whetherin conversation with military
men, diplomats, or other journalists,
when the suhjzct of news coveraze camea
up, so did the name, Robert Shaplen—
always in the context of high praise. He
knows, perhaps as well as anyone in-
volved in Vietnam, what has happened,

" what is happsening, and what is likely to

happen.

He is by no means a “dove.” His in-
formed commentary on recent events,
including Lain Son 719, the war in Cam-
bodia, the upcoming Vietnamese elec-
tions, are well worth reading and reflect-
ing upon, by both “hawks” and “doves.”

I ask unanimous censznt that his re«
cent “Letter From Saizon,” published in
the Mew Yorker mogzazine of April 24,
be printed in the Recoso.

There bzing no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed inn the R.corp,
as follows: :

LetTER FRox INDO-CHINA

SatGoN.—It may be six or eight months
before any final assessment can bz made of
Operation Lam Son 719, the South Viet-
namese - Invasion of Lans, supporsted by vast
"Amerlcan alr power, which lasted from Feb-
ruary 8th until March 25th and was followed
by brlef ‘cornmando forays. until early in
April. Nevertheless, even though this opara«
tion has produced moro heated dehate than
any other Indo-Chinese battle “since the
French fell into the trap of Dien Blen Phu

.
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In the spring of 1934, o few coucluslons can
be reached nosw. Thes invasion falled to
achieve anyining clesa to its maximum atms,
for, though it covasd the daath of o graat
many Scuth aud Nershy Vieinamese, 15 Ud
little—coiirary to Amcrican and South Vie

namese expecinticns-—to specd the end of
the fighting, either by forcing Hanol to nzjo«
tlate or by assuwrlng the suecess of the still
inconclusive Vietnamlization program, I6
may, at meost, have posipo

I
G-

2 some major
amunlsts had plannead
in South Vietnam over the noxt few ronths.
On ithe other hand, at least onz biz attack—
in Iontum Province, in the Central Ifigh-’
lands—has been pressad during the past
fortnighy, and ihere hias ben a noticeable
increase of terrorizza thioughout tha coun=-
try. Costly as the Lootlan invasion was (o
Hanol, it apparently nnrvdencd the detsinis
nation of the North Visinamese to continue
fighting thrcuszi Indo~China, JMoreover,
it l2d to a reaMrmacion of Chinase and Rus-
sian pledges of ¢ tance, Finally, the oper=
ation was a political sef )
Nguyen Van Thieu, wi
tober is now, for the
gucstion,

The Americans, wiho are goin
wphold Thieuw and make ¢
namese allies feel “six fent tall’

g all oub to
South Vieg-
13 tha raonth-
ine

o

a
2

of American troop withdrawals
1 1

5 timz el:
n favor.of the
at 13 nelievable—oand even
President Nixon, in his telavislon intarvisw ¢f
Mareir 22nd, indicatzd that o five-to-one
ratio might be more realistic—it couid te due.
cnly to the American
bombers and artillery. There gan be no doubd
that if 1t had not been for 5 suppert the
esulfs would have been dizastrous for the
twenty-four thousand South Vietnamese wh
wers fighting deep in uninown jungle terri-
1

Saigon fo

tory against aboub thiriy-five thousand
Norih Vietnamssaz—ana far more experisnced
)

force, which wos fully datsrmined to protect
1ts lifeiine to the South {n the o Chi 2linh
Trail complex. Tite gruesciie game of hedy
counts has long bean the bugaboo of core
reapondents in Vietnarm, and in this case the
confusion has been compouvnded by a flood
of often contradictory statements and g3
sezaments emanating from ivashington and
Salgon. Indead, nevar in the past ten years—
not even during the chrotic months helore
the overthrow of the Nzo Dinh Diem regime,
in 1963, or during the Communist Tat of-
fensive at the beginning of 1963 and the May
and August offeusives that followed—have I
witnessed sueh dissenslon as hes taken pilace
between the news media and the authorities,
both American and South Vietnamese, over
the invasion of Laos, )

According to the latest official Amerlcan
figuras, the losses of the South Vietnamsse—
who for the moat part fought bravely and
well but lacked a coheslve command-—were
about fifteen hundred cdead, more than six
hundred missing, and fifiy-five hundred
wounded; so far there have been no estimates
of how many of the woundad have dled or are
liely to die. Unoflicially, however, accord-
ing to what South Vistnamese sources have
told ma, the number of men milssing and pre.

il

“sumad dead I3 actunlly betwesn a thousand

and fifteen hundred, and the numbsr of
wounded Is atb lcast saven thousand. Some of
thosa listed as missing are still straggling
back across the borcder, bui the mujority, It is
said, either died of their wounds in Laos or
surrendered or were captured by the North
Vietnamesse. In thelr flight from Laos, under
extremely heavy North Vietnamese attacks,
the South Vietnamese abandoned many of
thelr wounded-—somathing that the govern«
ment 13 reluctant to admit—and though
American rescue hellcopters did remarkable
work under the most hazardous condltions,
they couldn’t bring out all the wounded. (A

Jfourteen thousand tons.

re loat in the

Laotian operation, and Yy hundred ond
fity=-zix were damaognd; & hundred
T Americans o Rilled d

saventy-siz oo
thaose weeks, on koth sidss of the bord
and forvy-two are missing.) Tzeh Vietns
unit commandar reperts on his own 103
it s difiicult to comz up with compreien
figures. The dependeants of known o
full pension avwards, whtle £33 of the 1
ing gef payments for only four years, and shi2
Jindster of Vecterans' Aftalvs, Pham Von
Dong, satd to me, “I won't know for moniths
how mueih I have to pay to hew mony.”
he North Vietnamozse assurecly sutlerecd
wavier casualtizs, bub -whethor thesa voere
a3 high a3 Allied authoritles claimed can
never be determined, It is admibiedly dii-
ficuls for troops engaged In bloody fizhtiing
or inilight to count the hodies of these killagl
by bombs, but if the given figure of thir-

-teen thousand five hundred dead i3 colvect,

and if one assumes, as Alliad military ofit«
cials do, that twice ns many MNortly Visina-

mese weara wounded as were killed, then the

toial casualties come to aboutb forty thonus

sand, or nmwore than the number of N
Vietnamese that the same military ofil
say were Aghting In the Lacsion battle,

There would seem to be more raalism in
the estimate that from o third to a half of
the thirty-thres Norih Vietnomess battolions
enzagad were rendered “com:bab inelectiv
and thot it will b2 no easy task for Mo
Vietnam, which is suffering from a manpo
shortage, to reploce these losies. About &
third of the North Vietnamese losses
spaelalists—technicions of one sorg or
ouner who direceed the flow of trafic on
Trail—-and those men will te the moess &
cult to replace.

Nevertheleszs, the Nerth Vietnamesza quie
s2nt in bedween four thousand and el
thousand reinforcements to repalr tho dom-
age done to ths Trail, mwostly by our B-32
bombers, and within a fortnight atter the in=
vasion ended, the morement of trucks soush
had b2en rasumed at a mere or less normal
pace. (In comparison to the North Vietna-
mese battalion lossss, at least five—and soms
say elght-—of the twenty-two South Vietna-
nezs battallons inveolved sere hurk to
point of combas

b2 stressed that Saigon threw its bess
Into Lem Son 719, It will tal2 between
months and a year to bulld thesa units bock
up to strenzth, and then they will certain!
not be as well trained and “elite” ag they
ware belore.)

The North Vietnamess apparently lost ba-
tween three and four thousand trucks along
the Trail; again, most of these losses wero
the result of bombing, and only about thres
hundred trucks were destroyed In the actual
area of the ground Invasion. The North Viat-
namesez also lost more than a hundred
tanks. (The number ¢f new Russian-builb
PT-76, T-34, and T=3+4 tanks that Hanol used,
someztimes right under the nosss of the
South Vietnamsse, was one of the surorises
of the campaign, and the lighter tanks of
the South Vietnamese forees, many of which
got bogged down, were no match for them.)
* In addition, Hanol lost nearly seven thous
sand weapons, big and small, and naerly fiva
hundred tons of heavy ammunition—artile
lery and mortar shells, and the like—but Saj«
gon's clahin 'of a total of a hundrad and say-
enty-3ix thousand tons of North Vietnamesa
emmunition blown up, mostly by bombing,
seewns ridiculous, since the average monthly
flow south in the past has been only abous
Furthermore, no
mafor storage dapots were taken-——only soms
madlum-sized way stations along the Trail.

The French usad to say that for every ton
of ammunition captured the Communists
had three more tons avallable nearby, No
one knows how much the North Vistnamese
have ecurrently stashsd away around the
Bolovens Plateau, about a hundred miles
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Some U.S. Allizg

To the Editor: ;
There is a law to the effect

that anyone alding another in :

"the act of a crime 15 equally

“

guilty as an accessory, On this -
basis Uncle Sam has quite a -
few points against him. Ac-:

.cording to an article in the May

“{ssue of Ramparts, Marshall
: Ky, vice president of 8. Viel-
" pam is the bizgest pusher of -

- dope in that country. We have

- supported Ky for over six years
- with billions of dollars and over
© 40,000 of our boys have died

in his cause. While President

- Nixon is declaring war on
" parcotics and on crime in the

streets he is widening the war
in Laos whose chief product is

- opium,

The Central Intelligence

Agency~t€Ry-not only protects
. the opium in Long Cheng and
- yarious other pick up points, but
- has also given clearance and

protection to opium laden air

- eraft Jaden with dope in fiying
" it out to sea drops. :

One holds his breath when

~ conteraplating all the brigands,
- dictators and pirates that Uncle
. Sam has protected and dealt
, with, To name a few: Chiang
. Kaj-shek  whose lobby in
- Washington is one of the
. largest; the former dictator of

.Cuba, Batista who made a

.-fortune on Cuban peasants and
_ then forced into exile. Syngman
" Rhee of Korca (ousted by his.

own people); Franco of Spain.

“whom we have spread the red;

carpet to for 30 years for

+ allowing "us to’ build for-
. tifications in his couniry.

Pruiillo  of the Dominican

.
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‘Repub ic, murderer of
- thousands of his people and who
_built a mansion on a hill top
~ surrounded by high walls upon

which were built pill boxes

armed with guards aud whose
_. brivate army guarded his many

ships, &t -sea — this man was
on good. ferms with the United
States and was dined and wined
on onc of his trips to

- Washington.

When a country, tha richest
in the world becomes a mecca
for brigands and pirates such
as the above we may question.
the entire picture. Good citizens
do not make bosom friends out

of robbers and thugs and.

generally one can get a gond
idea of one’s character by the
company he keeps. J
V. P. MOCE;/
Chippewa Falls 4

e e

SIAIINIL

PP EAR




/Y

{

=

BN
z ) 3 « L,B

”'“”\

-4
ji;la'

N\ N

\‘i SN I :’ ( “
' 14 % NP AN
L N

The KMT are tolerated by the Thals for scveral'
reasons: they have helped in the counterinsurgency

efforts of the Thai and U.S. governments against the -
-hill tribespeople in Thailand; they have aided the

training and recruiting of Burmese guerrilla armies for
the CIA; and they offer a payoff to the Border Patrol
Police (BPP), and through them to the second most
powerful man in Thailand, Minister of the Inteiior
Gen, Prapasx Charusasthira, The BPP were trainzd in
the ‘507s by the CIA are now are financed and advised
by AID and are flown from border village to border
village by Air America, The BPP act as middlemen in
the opium trade between the KMT in the remote
regions of Thailand and the Chinese merchants in
Bangkok. These relationships, of course, are flexible
and changing, with each group wanting to maximize
profits and minimize antagonisms and dangers. But
the established routes vary, and sometimes
doublecrosses are intentional,

In the summer of 1967 Chan Chi-foo set out from
Burma through the KMT’s {erritory with 300 men
and 200 packhorses carrying nine tons of opium, with
no intention of paying the usual fee of $80,000
protection money. But troops cut off the group near
the Laotiin village of Ban Houei Sai in an ambush
that turned into a pitched battle. Neither group, -
however, had counted on.the involvement of the
kingpir of the area’s opium trade: the ClA-backed
Royal La> Government Army and Air Force, under
the command of General Ouane Rathikoune, Hearing
of the skirmish, the general pulled his armed forces
out of the Plain of Jars in northeastern Laos where
they were supposed to be fighting the Pathet Lao

gucrrillas, and engaged two companies and his entire

air force in a battle of extermination against both
sides, The result was nearly 30 KMT and Burmese

‘dead and a haif-ton windfall of opium for the Royal

Lao Government,
In a moment of I'CVCdIU‘l" frankness shortly after

the battle, General Rathikoune, far from denying the
role that opxum had played, told several reporters:
that the opium trade was “not bad for Laos,” The
trade provides cash income for the Meo hill tribes, he
argued, who would otherwise be penniless and
therefore a threat to Laos’ political stability, He also
argued .hat the trade gives the Lao elite (which
_includes government officials) a chance to accumulate
Lapltal to ultimately invest in legitimate enterprises,
thus tuilding up Laos’ economy. But if these
rationalizations seemed weak, far less communp was
the general’s assertion that, since he is in total control
of the trade now, when the time comes to put an end
to it'he will simply put an end to it.

Morphine Refineries

[t is unlikely that Rathkoune, one of the chief
warlords of the opium dynasty, will decide to end the
“trade soon.

Sai, hidden jungle, are several of his

Tils UNIVERSITY NEWS
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refinéries—called “cookers™which manufacture crude!

morphing (which is refined into heroin at a later
transport point) under the supervision of professional
pharmacists imported from Bangkok. Rathikoune
also has “cookers” in" the nearby villages of Ban
Khwan, Phan Phung, and Ban Khueng (the latter :'or
opium grown by the Yao.tribe,) Most of the opmm
he procures comes from Burma in the caravans such
Chan Chi-foo’s; the rest comes from Thailand or from
the hill tribespeop!e (Meo and Yao) in the area near
Ban Houei Sai, Rathikoune flies the dope from the
Ben,Houei Sai area to Luang Prabang, the Royalist
apltal in helicopters given the United States mllxtary
aid program,

Others in the Lao elite and government own
refineries. There are cookers for heroin in Vientiane,
two blocks from the King’s residence; near Luang
Prabang; on Khong Island in the Mekong River on the
Lao-Cambodian border; and one recently built by
Kouprasith Abhay (head of the military region
around Vientiane, but also from the powerful Abhay
family of Khong Island) at Phou Khao Khouai, just
north of Vientiane, Other lords of the trade are
Prince Boun Oum of Southern Laos, and the
Sananikone family, called the “Rockefellers of Laos,”
Phoui Sananikone, the clan patriarch, headed a
U.S.-backed coup in 1959 and is presently President
of the National Assembly, Tiwo other Sananikones are
deputies in the Assembly, two are generals {one is
Chief of Staff for Rathikoune), one is Minister of
Public Works, and a host of others are to be found at
lower levels of the political, military and civil service
structure. And the Sananikones’ airline, Veha Akhat,
leases with opium-growing tribespeople, But. the

opium trade is polular with the rest of the elite, who °

rest RLG aircraft or create fly-by-night airlines (such
-as Laos Air Charter to Lao United Airlines) to do
their own direct dealing.

CIA Protects Opium Traders

Control ot the opium trade has not always been in.

the hands of the Lao elite, although the U.S, has been
at least peripherally involved in who the beneficiaries
were since JSohn Foster Dulles’s famous 1954
commitment to maintain an anti-communist Laos.
The major source of opium in Laos has always been
the Meo growers, who were selected by theCIA as its
counterinsurgency bulwark against the Pathet Lao
guerllas, The Meos’ mountain bastion is Long Cheng,

a secret base 80 miles northeast of Vientiane, built by -

the CIA during the 1962-Geneva Accords period. By
1964 Long Cheng’s population was nearly 50,000, !
comprised largely of " refugees who had come to;
.escape the war and who were kept busy growing’

-popples in the hills surrounding the base, .

The secrecy surrounding Long Cheng has hldden
the trade from reporters, But security has not been
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T.7% bombers while armed CIA agents chatied with
uniformed TAZ
for sale in the market { a kilo for $52).

now, but the U.S. embassy press attache and the
dircctor of USAID’s training center was denied
clearance to visit the mountain redoubt.” The CIA
“not only protects the opium in Long Cherng and
various other pick-up points, but also gives clearance
and protecticn to opium-laden aircrait flying out.

For some time, the primary middle-men in the
opium traffic had been elements of the Corsican
Mafia, identified in a 1966 United Nations repcrt as a

pivotal organization in the flow of narcstics, Ina part;

of the world where transportation is a major problem
and where air transport is a solution, the Corsicans
were able to parlay their vintage World War II aizplanes
(called the butterfly fleet or according to “Pop”
Buell, U.S. citizen-at-large in the area, “Air Qpium”)
into a position of controi. But as the Laotian civil war
intensified in the period following 1362, it hecame
increasingly difficuit for the Corsicans to c¢perate,
and the Meos started to hayve trouble gstting their
crop out of the hills in safety. .
The vacuum that was created was quickly filied by
the Royal Lao Air Force, which began io use
helicopters and planes donated by the iLS, not only
for fighting the Pathet Lao but zlso for {lying #pium
out from airstrips pockmarking the Leotian hiils, This
arrangement was politically more advanrageous than prior
ones, for it consolidated the interests of all the
anti-communist parties. The enfranchisement of the
Lao elite gave it more of an incentive o carry on the
war Dulles had committed the U.S. to back; the sals
transport of the Meos’ opium by on ideologically
sanctioned network increased the incentive of these
ClA-equipped and trained tribesmen to fight the
Pathet Lao. The U.S. got parties that would
cooperate with its foreign policy not only for
political reasons, but on more solid economic
grounds, Opium was the economic cement bind'ing all
the parties together much more closely than
anti-communism could. :
Agent Collects Opium
As_this relationship has matured, Long Cheng has
become a major coliection point for opiun grown in
Laos. CIA protege General Vang Pao, {ormer offlicer
for the Fiench colonial army and now nead of the
Meo counterinsurgents,- usss  his  U.S.-supplied
helicopters and STOL (short-take-off-and-landing)
aircrat to collect the opium from the surrounding
area, It is unloaded and stored in hutches in Long
Cheng. Soms of it is sold there and flown out in
- Royal Laoitan Government C-47’s to Saigon or the
Gulf of Siam or the South China Sea, where it is sold
. to Chinese merchants who then fly it to Saigon or to
the ocean drops. Ong of Vang Pao’s main sources of
transport, since the RLG Air Force is not under his

control, is the ClA-created Xieng Kouang Airline,
which is still supervised ‘by an American, though it is.

scheduled soon to be turned over completely to Vang

Pao’s men. The airlines tow C-47’s (which can carry
_maximum of 4000 pounds) are used ornly for
“transport to Vientiane,

Prior (o Nixon’s blitzkreig in Laos, the opium
trade was booming., Production had grown rapidly
since the early ‘50’s to a level of 175-200 tons a year,
with 400 of the 600 tons pruduced in Burmas, and
50-1G0 tons of that grown in Thailand, passing
through Laotian territory. But il the opium has been
an Fl Dorado for the Corsicans, the Aao elite, the
CIA and others, it has been 2 Remesis for the Meo
tribesmen.

strategy of&&%&gmi é’ék&ﬁé&ﬁdﬁﬁ% §7‘ b

“virtually wiped out, with the average age of recruits

proved o Neiqggﬁ%/%mm

now 15 vyears, and their pepulatior reduced from
service, in other words, has been their destruction as a
pecple,

"Madam= Nhu and Premier Ky: Pushers

Both the complexity aad the finality of the opium
web whicli connects Burma, Thailand, Laos and South
Vietnam stretch the imagination. So bizarre is the
opium retwerk and so pervasive the traffic that were
it to zppear in an lan Fleming plot, we would pass it
off as torturing the credibility of thriller fiction, But
the trade is real and the net has entangled
governments beyond the steaming jungle of
Indochina. In 1962, for instance, ‘the opium
smuggling scandal stunned the entire Canadian
Parliament. It was in March of that year that Prime
Minister Diefenbtaker confirmed rumors that nine
Canadian memoers of immaculated United
Nations Internatio&al Control Commission had been
caught carrying opium from Vientiane to the
international markets in Saigon on UN planes,

The route from Laos to Saigon has long been one
of the well-established routes of the heroin-opium
trade. In August 1967, a C-47 transport plane
carrying two and a half tons of opium and some gold
was forced down near Da Lat, South Vietnam, by
American gunners when the pilot failed to identify
himself, The plane and its precious cargo, reportedly
owned bty General Rathikoune’s wife, were destined
for a Chinese opium merchant and piloted by a
former KMT pilot, L.G. Chao. Whatever their
ownership, the dope-running planes usually land at
Tan Son Nhut airbase, where they are met in a
remote part of the airport with the orotection of
airport police.

the

GI Trade

A considerable part of the opium and heroin-
remains in Saigon, where it is sold directly to U.S..
troops or distributed to U.S. bases throughout the
Vietnamese countryside. One Gl who returned to the
States an addict was August Schultz. He’s off the

needle now, but how he got on is most revealing.
Explaining that hewas “completely straight, even a
right-winger” before he went inio the Army, August
told Ramparts how he fell into the heroin irap: “It’
was a regular day lust Apgil (1970) and 1 just walked:
into this bunker and there were these guys shooting
up. I 5aid to them, ‘What are you guys doing?’ Believe
it or not. I really didn’t know. They explained it to
me and asked me it 1 wanted {o try it, I said sure.”
Probably a fifth of the men in his unit have at least
tried junk, Schult says. But the big thing, as his
buddy Ronnie McSheffrey adds, was that most of the
officers in his company, including the MP’s, knew
about it. McSheffrey saw MP’s in his own division
(6th Batallion, 31st Infantry, 9th Division) at Tan An
shoot up, just as he says they saw him, He and his
buddies even watched the unit’s sergeant-major receive
payoffs at a nearby whorehouse where every kind of1
drug imaginable was available. '
An article by Kansas City newpaperwpiaan Gloria
Emerson inserted into the Congressiona! Record by-
Senator Stuart Symington on March 10 said: “In 2
brigade headquarter at Long Binh, there were reports.
that heroin use in the unit had 1isea to 20 per
cent...'You can salute an ofticer with yourright hand.
and take a “hit” of heroin in your left,” an enlisted
man from New York told m-... Along the 15-mile
Bien Hoa highway running north-to Saigon from:
Long Binh, heroin can purchasel at any of a dozen-
conspicuous places within a few.ninutes, and was by
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. *Prove You're Honorable’

“What the Central Inte!lxgence Agency is
shrouded in basically is the shrug of
American shauldars convinced that all thf-
secrecy and covert activity is unecessary. /
To take more on “faith,” as Richard’
Helms asks us to do, is to further turn cur
backs on an agency that ssems to exist
outside the reach of the U.S. Go»ernment
and its controls.

What Americans must assumez is that
the sama President who looks earnestly
ints the TV cameras and promisas to ex-
tract us from a monumental blundzr initi-
ated by this constitutionally questionabtle
organization is at that very momant insti-.

- gating other such manipulations in the
“nationalinterast” that could l2ad us
right back into anothar Vietnam or Bay of /
Pws or Laos (and what are they doing in
the Congo?).

Perhaps the CIA is a necessary part of
the system, but Americans are no longer
blindly taking on “faith” honorable men
devoted to sarvice. We say prove you're
honorable. Geraldine Ferris.

Ballwin .

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6



Al

- Approved For. Relea,se 2001/03/04%5

- Glo } Mcm 1 Indochis

THE BOSTON, MASS, GLORE
2( Mo JC Sral -
I RDP80-016

o e - wr
NPTV TR 00 1T ] Sl
1Z \. LHLC AUl L Tos THalio -L-- L ATEAD
" N

) N - .'rv.-‘ A] . a |
o Congresmze Hindered in Search
: x ST SO 5 TS 1
For Repa:.x on Reingee Problem
... L PN NI
0 }wﬁ(} Cahu American » Bombing
- 3y A
" HMajor Reason {or n@fdg Plight
‘ ‘ - L]
Ko US Lists 2230 “‘Advisers’ in Laos
. s y i ' 3 ¥ Ly AT .
ut 119 nt on Hundreds with CIA
: By Mautthew V, S‘\ori;n e North Vietnamese Army s

Globe Staff

VIENTIANE, Lazos — Last wesk US
Reps. Paul N. (Pete) McCloskey and Jer-
ome Waldie of California

dinner meecting here with the American
ambassader and his 1l-man staff, Me-
Closkey remarked later;

: "~ “I thought I was having dinuer with
- the commander of the First Marine Divi-
sion ‘and his staff.”

McCloskey won a silver star for
heroisin as a Marine officer in the XKorean
War so he knew what he was talking
about. The embassy here is more like a
military operations centel than a diplo-
matic post,

. Ambassador McMurtrie Godley works
“in an office lined with fop-secret maps.
. They presumably show the areas of

northern Laos where American planes
" have bombed suspected Communist posi-
: tions.

; Godley has virtual autonomy over the

: military operations in novthern Laos. This

. is distinct, of course, from the bombing

. missions against the Ho Chi Minh trail
in southern Laos, Those are part of the

. Vietnam war and are directed from Wach-
ington and Saigon,

The maJm difference betwcen US oper-.
— aside .

ations in l.aos and Vietnam
' from their scope—is the degree of se-
¢ crecy about what goes on in this country.

It is a difficult pxobYem for President

| Nixon and other US officjals.

in Laos, The 1962 Genev
law the presen ppr'rQer

. persoanel in the country.

had an extended

“contract to the CIA who are

.trol about one-third the
"Laos,

Officially. the US is illegally mvol'veu

clear 1) in Lzos in force. Privately the
US justifies its own illegal presence on
this basis.

But to admit a US military presence .

would pose praopaganda problems for the -
Soviet
officials claim, thersby prompting them
to escalate their support for the Pathet
Lao and North Vietnamese Communists,

The latest figures on the number of
US military “advisers” in Laos are 109
Army personnel and 127 Air TForce, a
total of 236. This compares with a figure
of 244 given out about a year ago.. .

The US contends there are no “ground
combat forces.” It says nothing officially
about hundreds of military men under
assisting
Gen. Vang Pao’s™tlandestine army. of
Meo tribesmen and Laotians,

The CIA’s contract airline, Air
America, is also highly visible to anyone
visiting Laos At an airfield in Vientiane
last week a reporter could count more
than 20 Air America aircraft. They range
from cargo planes and' C-47 transports
to small one-engine propeller-driven,
non- mlhtmy aireraft,

The Communists are estimated to con-

population of
which totals three million,

Each year in the dry scason the com-
munist -forces -advance markedly, only to |
lose ground in the rainy season that starts
in May. Yet American officials concede’
that if the North Vietnamese decided to
averrun Vientiane and the royal capital
of Luang Prabang, they could do so with -

Eor éi,eaéf‘éﬂib’omwtm CIA-RDPBO 01601R000700010001-6

" The government is led
by Prince Souvanna Phou-

- operations

TUnion and Communist China, US :

» ma, The Pathet Lao is led
Zby - his half-brother Sou-
phanouvong Many west-
L ern dxploa;afs and journal-
tists in Vientiane predict
negotiations between the
neutralist government. and
the Communists would

STATINTL

- commence with an end to

the American bombing.

The US is also hopeful of
negotiations, perhaps this
year, The  bombing con-
tinues, however, and some
US officials who are not di-
rectly involved in military
suspact there
still are “frec {ire zones” in
northern Laos where any-
thinhg that moves is likely
to be gunned down. * |

In 1968 and 1969 -the
bombing of the Plain of
Jars reached into hundreds
of fortics a day but now US
officials claim the sorties
are considerably less than
100 daily. (A sortie is one
“mission  flown by one
plane.) )

The clandestine nature
of the American operations
in  Laos unfortunately
pPrompts some  un-

. An*eucan tactics to main-

tain secrecy.

Reps, McCloskey and-
Waldie found ‘this out
first-hand. ‘

. McCloskey, a Republican
who threatens to challenge
President Nixon in the
1972 primaries unless his
Southeast Asia policies are
changed, knew before he
arrived here that a US In-
formation Agency em-

lovee had conducted a
survey of 216 Laotian refu-
gees showing that most had
left their homms primarily .
because of US bombing.

During that dinner party
with Ambassador Godley, .
McCloskey  and  Waldie
both say they asked the
ambassador and his staff
whether any repor ts on:
refugees attitudes exist. .

“Their answer was, “No, .

eontinyeq
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This lethal powder—the “white death” —has spread to all levels of American society, with the syringe oecoming
as much a-part of suburbia as the Saturday afternoon barbecue. There are half a million addicts walking

the streets right now. They will spend $15 million today feeding their habit. They'll get more than half this money.
from crimes they'll commit in the big cities. One of every four of these addicts is a teenager, and for the 18-35

age group, heroin overdoses have become a major cause of death.

This is terrifying. But itisn’t news. Every time you turn on the TV or pick up the newspaper you hear about heroin.
Senators rise regularly to read grim statistics into the Congressional Record. President Nixon himse!f has
spoken somberly about the way heroin is stalking our streets with “‘pandemic virulence.”

But all this talk isn’t going to change things. Neither is sending Henry Kissinger to Turkey to see what can be done
about the Middle East opium field. And the President probably knows it. The heroin problem is going to get
worse, with more young people becoming addicted and dying, until the U.S. gets out of Southeast Asia. Heroin anc

khe War are connected with a horrible symbiosis. ‘ .
In its May issue, Ramparts magazine tells the shocking story of the New Opium War:

© how clandestine CIA involvement in the parapolitics of Southeast Asia has allowed this area to produée i
80% of the world’s opium, replacing the Middle East as the major source of heroin. '

© how a U.S.-sponsored network of anti-communists—Meo tribesmen in Laos, nationalist Chinese guerrillas
and Burmese border police—participate in the opium harvest, in its processing into heroin and transportatior
to checkpoints throughout Indochina and-finally to the:U.S. . : ,

© how the major fi_guré‘s' in South Vietnam's government—from Diem and Madame Nhu in the past to
Nguyen Cao Ky today—have profited from the heroin traffic with tacit American support.

© how Saigon has become a major stop along this new heroin route, with up to 20% of some American
Gl platoons coming home addicts and at least one soldier a day dying from overdoses.

“The New Opium War” is another example of how the war comes home, wrapped in lies and distortions and
Jringing chaos with it. It is alsé another page in Ramparts coverage of the ever-deepening U.S. involvement in
Southeast Asia. We began in 1966 (before opposition to the war was fashionable) with the expose of the joint
afforts of Michigan State University and the CIA to set up the Diem regime. We will continue until the killing is oveer
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If you want to know more about it, read
"~ our May issue, on sale now. Or better yet, ey
take an introductory subscription: 10 ’ ﬂ/,\@ i
issues for $4.75 (regular price $7), which | e i '
we will begin with-our currentissue ~ SEND ME: 10 ISSUES /$4.75
containing the opium story. Let us throw | name __ _ ‘
| address

in, free, a copy of “2, 3, Many Vietnams'”’,
.- by the editors of Ramparts (Canfield P : T
Press, $3.95). That makes the deal worth I city state_____zip
about $12, but it's yours for $4.75,
- saving you over 60%. 1_205_4 L_{.N‘VE.R SEY _A_V E.LB%K_E_LE\':’ _C_f\ '3472_4_|
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CIA ¢ Cperations in Lacs

WASHINGTON - ren
— Rep. Herman Badillo (D.,

N.Y.) said Saturday that he

plans to introduce legislation
this week to prohibit the
Central Intclligence Agency
from conducting military
operations in Laos.

* He also called for an end
“to. the intolcrable surveil-
lance of civilians by the FDI

‘and the defense establish-

ment and an end to the Red-
baiting it has engendered.

He said, “We must maka
sure that the Central Intelli-

‘gence Agency no longer can

run clandestine wars as it
has been doing for ycars in
Laos.”

Badillo criticised President

Nixon for not listzning io
Victham vetcrans who have
been demonstrating | m Wash-
ington.

“It would be better that he
be liere today,” Badillo said,
“listening to you — for you

arc the children of a new

American revolution — a
revolution  Daptized with

blood shed in Vietnam and’

Chicago and Kent State and
Jackson — a revolution that
willonly end when we are
out of Viatnam and that

. mustte this year.”




‘Peace Tréaty”

HUMAY EVENTS
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“Chncago 77 Veterans Ready
Radio Se nes for Hanol

“Chlcago 7 member Rennie Davis, a lcadmg
ﬁgurc in the upcoming pro- -Hanoi demonstrations in
the Nation's Capital, is supporting a new anti-
American project. The pro-Communist, revolutionary
‘has joined with Abbie Hoffman, another *Chicago
7" member, and others to form radio WPAX in

New York. The group is preparing a series of pro- .

grams for use by Radio Hanoi as an *‘alternative to
the programming of the Armed Forces Network.”

‘Davis and his gang have a!ready delivered four-
. ‘and-a-half hours of taped music and commentary
to the North Vietnamese delegation to the Paris
peace t'\lks The programs are scheduled to be

broadcnst in half-hour segments from Hanm
three times daily.

Ina “fetter to persons considered sympwthetlc to
WPAX, Hoffman said “the Armed Forces Network
is the voice of the Pentagon. In addition to censored
news, -any music with references to peace, black
liberation, alternative culture or other ‘controversial’
materia! is also banned.”

“We have an obligation to fill this void,” the letter
continued, “and assure that Gls have the opportu-
nity to hear another opinion and have the proper
perspective.”

WPAX will also have an advisory panel of some
50 persons, including’ Dwight McDonald, literary
critic and staff writer for the New Yorker. Mc-
Donald, who teaches English at the University of
Massachusetts, told the sthmgton Evening Star—
which initially published the WPAX story—that he
was “definitely”” a member of the panel.

According to John Giorno, a leader of WPAX,
the North Vietnamese approved the idea of the broad-
casts’ several months ago, after which WPAX was
orgamzed to produce the programs. “They totally
dug it,” Giorno said. “We got together the first pro-
grams and Abbie flew over with them. He arrived
"back March 24 ‘and said we can do anything we want
to, as much as we want.”

Giorno said in the first program, the “Peoplé’s
—a “treaty” that calls for the U.S.
to capitulate to Hanoi—was read and that Viet Nam
veterans signed it. That show was followed by Allen’
Ginsberg’s poetry, Giorno stressed Ginsberg’s poetry
onslstcd of his contention that the CIA sponsored

STATINTL

in the United States, legal advice for Gls, black
news and ex-Gls discussing the Army. Giorno main-
tains that Hanoi will broadcast the programs in
both AM and shortwave and will cable the WPAX
group when the shows start running.

At WPAX meetmos notes the Star reportcr
there is discussion of the Federal Treason Act and
the Trading With the Enemy Act, but the group feels
it can elude these laws since WPAX interprets them
to apply only to ““declared wars.’

“The way we’ve sct up WPAX,” Gxorno says,
“if they go after us for treason, they re going to
have to do it on the grounds of free speech Ir
they go after us it will be a bigger trial than the
[Chlcavo 7] conspliracy trial.”

An atmosphere of intrigue at these mcetmos is
created by such legal speculatlon and by the levcl of
contact with the Communists. The pro-Hanoi revo-
lutionaries say their latest talks have been with Mrs.
Nguyen Thi Binh, head of the Viet Cong delegation
in Parls, who is their principal centact.

Giorno commented that some unnamed Amencan
radio stations have expressed interest in broadcast-
ing the shows and the group hopes that the shows
“will eventually be able to reach all of the three
million members of the armed forces.” :

~Something akin to treason is, of course, afoot,
and one wonders what Robert Mardian, head of the
Internal Security division in the Justice Department

-plans to do about it—if anything. Mardian, it is

recalled, did virtually nothmo to prevent revolu-
tionary groups from using HEW facilities whcn he
served as its general counsel

J/

much of the opium traffic out of Laos as a means of

controlling certain segments of the American popula-
“tion.

Other programs include such SleJCCf.S as Women's
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LETTER FROM INDO~CHINA

Sarcon, ApriL 14

T may be six or eight months before
J" .any final assessment can be made
K. of Operation Lam Son 719, the
South Victnamese invasion of Lnaos,
supported by vast American air power,
which lasted from February Sth until
March 25th and was followed by bricf
commando forays until early in April.
Nevertheless, even though this opera-
tion has produced morce heated debate
than any other Indo-Chinese battle
since the French fell into the trap of
Dicn Bien Phu in the spring of 1954,
a few conclusions can be reached now.
The invasion failed to achieve any-
thing close to its maximum aims, for,
though it caused the 'death of a great
many South and North Vietnamese,
it did little—contrary to American
and South Victnamese expectations—to
speed the end of the fighting, either
by forcing Hanol to negotiate or by
. assuring the success of the still incon-
“clusive  Vietnamization program. It
may, at most, have postponced some
major offensives that the Communists
had planned in South Vietnam over
the next few months. On the ather
hand, 3t least one big attack—in Kon-
tum Province, in the Central High-
lands—has been pressed during the
past fortnight, and there has been a no-
ticeable increase of terrorism through-
out the country. Costly as the Laotian
invasion was to Hanoi, it apparently
hardencd the determination of the
North Vietnamese to continue fighting
throughout Indo-China. Moreover, it
led to a reafirmation of Chinese and
Russian pledges of assistance. Finally,
the operation was a political setback for
President Nguyen Van Thicu, whose
reélection in October is now, for the
first time,.open to question. )
The Americans, who are going all
out to uphold Thicu and make their
South Vietnamese allies fecl “six feet

tall” as the monthly rate of American
)]

troop withdrawals increases, have come
up with the customary set of sangui-
_ nary statistics, this time claiming a nine-
to-one “kill ratio” in favor of the Sai-
gon forces. If that is believable—and
even President Nixon, in his television
interview of March 22nd, indicated
“that a five-to-one ratio ‘mught be more
realistic—it could be due only to the
preponderance of American_bombers
and artillery.

that if it had not been for fhi'%_mppun
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the results would have been disastroy,
for the twenty-four thousand Souy
V fetnamese W ho were ﬁc‘:,rhtm',c:r deep in
unknown jungle territory against about

thirty-five thousand North Victnam. -

ese—a far more experienced force,
which was fully ‘detérmined to protect
its lifeline to the South in the Ho Chi
Minh Trail' complex. The gruesome
game of body counts has long been the
bugaboo of correspondents in Vietnam,
and in this case the confusion has heen
compounded by a flood of often con-
tradictory statements and assessments
emanating from Washington and Sai-
gon. Indeed, never in the past ten
years—not even during the chantic
months before the overthrow of the
Ngo Dinh Diem regime, in 1963, or
during the Communist Tet offensive
at the beginning of 1968 and the May
and August offensives that followed—
have I witnessed such dissension as has
taken place between the news media
and the authoritics, both American and

South Vietnamese, over the

invasion of Laos.

According to the latest
official American figures,
the losses of the South Viet-
namese—who for the most
part fought bravely and well
but lacked a cohesive com-
mand—were about fifteen
hundred dead, more than six
hundred missing, and fifty-
five hundred wounded; so
far there have been no esti-
mates of how many of the
wounded have died or are
likely to die. Unofficially,
however, according to what
South Vietnamese sources
have told me, the number of
men -missing and presumcd
‘dead is actually between a
thousand and fifteen hun-
dred, and the number of
wounded is at least seven
thousand. Some of those list-
ed as missing are still strag-
gling back across the border,
but the majority, it is said,
either died of their wounds
in Laos or surrendered or
were captured by the North
Victnamese, In their- flight
from Laos, under extrentely
heavy North Vietnamuse at-
abandoned many of thar

wounded—something  that

the government is reluctant to admit—
and though American rescu¢ helicep-
ters did remarkable work under the
most  hazardous  conditions,  they
couldn’t bring out all the wounded. (A
hundred and five helicopters were lost
in the Laotian operation, and five hun-
dred and ffty-six were damaged; a
hundred and seventy-six Americans
were killed during those wecks, on both
sides of the border, and forty-two are
missing.) Each Vietnamese unit com-
mander reports on his own losses, so it
is diffcult to come up with comprehen-
sive figures. The dependents of known
dead get full pension awards, while
those of the missing get payments for
only four years, and the Minister of
Veterans’ Affairs, Pham Van Dong,
said to me, “I won’t know for months
how much I have to pay to how
many.” . |
The North Vietnamese assuredly
suffered heavier casualties, but whether |
these were as high as Allied authorities
claimed cap never be determined. It is
admittedly difficult for troops engaged
in bloody fighting or in flight to count |
the bodies of those killed by bombs, buti
if the given figure of thirteen thousand !
five hundred dead is correct, and if one |
assumes, as Allied military officials do,
that twice as many North Vietnamese®
were wounded as were killed, then the
total casualtics come to about forty
thousand, or more than the number of
North Victnamese that the same mili-
tary officials say were fighting in the!
Laatian battle. There would scem to®
be more realism in the cstimate thnt;
from a third to a half of the thirty-three
North Vietnamese battalions engaged
were rendered “combat ineffective,” |
and that it will be no easy task for,
North Vietnam, which Is suffering from i
!

a manpower shortage, to replace these
Josses, About a third of the North Viet-
namese losses were specinlists—techni-;
cians of one sort or anather who direct-
¢d the flow of traffic on the Trail—
and those men will be the most difficult
to replace. Nevertheless, the North
Victnamese quickly sent in between
four thousand and.eight thousand re-
inforcements to repair the damage done
to the Trail, mostly by our B-52 bomb-
ers, and ‘within a fortnight after the in-
vasion ended, the mavement of trucks
south had becn resumed at a more or

0.04801R00O7B00TQ00G160 the

North Vietnamese battalion losses, at
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By Bob Woodward

Sentinel Feporter

“We have no public
relations department,”
said the telephone opera-
tor-at the Central Intel-
ligence Agency after
answering a call with the
simple statement of the
number called, **351-|
1100.” _

According to an agency
spokesman, the CIA has “‘no
press relaticns, no public rela-
tions. Most of the time we say,
*‘No comment.” ... and always
on the substance of intellig-
ence, the method and sources.™

In Contrast to the S30 mil-
lion in Pentagon public rela-
tions spending reported in the
controversial CBS-TV docu-
‘mentary, “The Selling of the

".Pentagon,” the CIA does not
appear to be very much in the
public relations business.

Richard Helms, CIA direc-
tor, however, broke a five year

recedent last weck and gave

is first public speech, but pub-
lic contact with the CIA is gen-
erally confined to recruitment
of new employes and dealings
with **patriotic people’” who
have traveled abroad, the
agency spokesman explained.

The CIA *“only receives 10
to 12 calls a day from the press,
students, free lance writers and
public,” a.spokesman said. He
added, “This is an open demo-
cratic society. When [ can-an-
swer, | do.™ The spokesman
said he and his assistant are the
only staff members who handle
these few, public inquiries,

‘MNew. CIA employes are re-
“eruited at “200 to 300 universi-
ties each year,” he said. The
chief foreign intelligence
agency runs no TV -ads, no ra-
dio ads and only an occasional
“printed advertisment, ;he
spokesman said. When objec-
tions are filed about campus

recritment, the CIA moves to

the nearcst federal office build-
ing, he explained,

He said he could not dis-

close how ‘miny employes the

. CIA has or even discuss the

*CIA budget since it is only to
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and Congressional committecs,

Anothzr informed govern-
ment official estimated that the
CIA has over 10,000 employes
in the U.S., several ‘thousznd
abroad on the payroll, and
spends well over $500 million a
year, re

“We are characterized as
the silent service of the goven-
ment,” the official spokesman
said. i

Telephone callers to the:
CIA are quietly grested by the
operator with the number, 351-
1100, instead of the agency
name because ‘‘gperatars
across the country could be
heard opening their keys™ to
listen to conversations years
ago when the name was used
after a call was answered, the
spokesman said. .

The name on the CIA head-
quarters building-in McLean,
Va. was taken dow,i years ago
*‘during the Kennedy adminis-
tration because of too many
tourists,” he remarked.

*Patriotic people™ who call
after traveling abroad are re-
ferred to a downtown Washing-
ton, D.C. office to give reports,
the spokesman said. He would
not give the address of this off-
ice. ) .

IT a teicphone caller insists
on giving information over the
telephone and not in persons,
the CIA refuses, the spokes-
man said. “We assuime it’s-a
“serewball,” he-added.

A request- for information
on the CIA brought the follow-
ing information in the next
mail: a 32-page pamphlet of
guotations from U.S. Presi-

ents from George Washington
to Richard M. Nixon on the
value of intelligence: a recruit-
ing brochure on the “Intellig-
ence Professions™; a small gen-
eral description of the agency;
and two magazine article re-
prints, one an interview with a

former CIA director, Admira[},em-brcaking speech, a ClA

spokesman said it reflected “'a
**Cips and general concern that built up
_ aver the years, People have
guarded: been misled by the melodrama
uarters, of spy stories. It was timely and
actually a great center of area he thougEh}t is was in thﬁd:&
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William F. Raborn, and an
iother asserting
-gowns -- not ¢cloaks and dag-
gers -- hang in the
halls of *spy® headq

3

ty-Slry CIA Sh

Helms is a Democrat but
has bezn kept on as CIA diree-
,tor by President Nixon. An
informed zovernment source
said it is likely Helms will re-
main the director, and Nixon
has been plezsed with his work,
though initial intentions were
orly to keep the Jonsen ap-
Painice on for one year alter
Nixon took office.

Last week Helms 2ave his
first public speech in nearly five
vears as head of the agency.
Speaking before the American
Society of Newspaper Editors,
April 14, Helms said the CIA
was nob an “invisible govern-
ment -- a law unto itself. en-
gaged in provocative, covert
activities repugnant to a demo-
cratic society, and subject to no
controls™

The law establishing the
agency in 1947, Helms said,
“specifically forbids the Cntral
Intelligence Agency from hav-
ing any police, subpena, or lav:-
enforcement powers . . . in
short, we do not target on
| American citizens,”” 7

Helms went on to outline
the specific Congressional and
Presideatial controls to which
the CIA is subject, Emphasiz-’
ing the restriction on CIA inve-
luement in either politics; for-
eign policy, or even answering”
its critics, Helms said:

“The natiocn must to a de-.
gree take it on faith that we'too

are honorable men devoted to

her service,” . ) :

He attacked CIA critics

who take “advantage of the.
traditional silence of those en-|
guged in intelligence (and) say

things that are either vicious, or

Just* plain silly.” Helms indi-

rectly called a recént Ramparts
maguzine article alleging CIA
invoivement in the drug traffic
in Laos as such an “example.”

Asked about Helms precad-
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The spokesman would!
neither confirm nor deny var-
ious newspaper speculations
that"Helms gave the speech
because of recent attacks on
surveillance by the FBI which
is often linked with the CIA.
Also, the CIA has been rather
widely charged with extensive
involvement in the Vietnam
war. In his spcech Helms said,
*We cannot and must not take
sides. The role of intelligenczin
policy formulaticn is limited to
providing facts -- the agreed
facts -- and the whole known

‘range of facts.™
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(Editofis note: The folloving article has been

-made available to subscribers of College Press

Service prior to its release nationally because
of CPS’s involvement in the story’s inception.

Sandwiched between the president’s State
of the World message, in vhich he annownced

. an all-out campaign to falt the vorld’s opium

traffic, the Laotian invasion, and this spring’s
growing anti-var protests, the story is an
éxplosive one. Sen. George McGovern and
Rep. Ronald Delluins are both pressing for
wearings in Congress on the U.S. goveritiment’s
complicity with world opium trade, and
details on these and other subsequent
developments vill follow in other stories.)
“Mr.- President, the specter of heroin
addiction is haunting nearly every community.
in this nation.” With these urgent words,
Senator Vance Hartke spoke up on March 2'in
support of a resolution on drug control being
considered in the U.S. Senate. Estimating that

*‘there are 500,000 heroin addicts in the U. S.,

he pointed out that nearly 20 per cent of
them are teenagers. The concern of Hartke
-and others is not misplaced. Heroin has
becoms the major killer of young people
between 18 and 35, outpacing death from
suicides or cancer. It has also
become a major cause of crime: to sustain

. their habits, addlcts in the U.S. spend more
than $15 million a day, half of it coming from .

the 55 per cent of crime in the cities which
they commit and the annual $2.5 bxlhon

- worth of goods they steal.

Once | safely isolated as part of the
destructive funkiness of the black ghetto,
heroin has suddenly spread out into dedle

anens AUGTIUEA Py Ryfkage 26145
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gained it the attention it otherwise never
would have had. President Nixon himself says

it is spreading with “pandemic virulence.”
People are becoming aware that tecnagers are
shooting up at lunchtime in schools and
returning to classrooms to nod the day away.
But what they don’t know--and what no one
is telling them-is that neither the volcanic
erruption of addiction in this country northe
crimes it causes would be possible without the
age-old international trade in opium (from
which heroin js derived), or that heroin
addiction-like inflation, unemployment, and
most of the other chaotic forces in American
society today-is directly related to the U.S.
war in Indochina. .
The connection between war and opium in
Asia is as old as empire itself. But the
relatlonshm has never been so symbiotic, so
intricate in its networks and so vast in its
implications. Never before has the trail of

tragedy been so clearly marked as in the .

present - phase of U.S. involvement in
Southeast Asia. For the international traffic
in opium has expanded in lockstep with the
expanding U.S. military presence there , just as
heroin has stalked the same young people in
U.S. high schools who will also be called on to
fight that war. The ironies that have
accompanied the war in Vietnam since its
onset are m:cre poignant than before. At the
very moment that public officials are wringing
their hands over the heroin problem,
Washington’s own Cold War crusade, replete
with clandestine activities that would secem
far-fetched even in a spy novel, continues to
play a major role in a process that has already
rerouted the opium traffic from the Middle
East to Southeast Asia and is every day

3/04 fﬁg&‘ﬁﬂ%&heﬁ'&&ﬁbﬁwb‘ab%bm%

At the same time the ﬂovernment starts
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Devastated Laos

‘The State Department is trying to knock down
claims by Representative Paul N. McCloskey (Rep., *
Calif.) that United States bombing has destroyed
“thousands of villages” in Laos and turned 700,000
Laotians into refugees — but it has to admit a
considerable part of his charges. The 700,000, the
State Department maintains, is the total of all who
have been or are refugees, and only 266,862 are i
refugees now. : _

As for villages, McCloskey interviewed 16 :sepa-
rate groups of refugees who told hiin every house in
their village had been destroyed by American air
power. His “thousands” is simply a guess, from the
fact that Laos had 9,400 villages to start with.
The Air Force won’t show him the photographs it
says show that the villages McCloskey said were
destroyed still exist. . -
. Senator Edward Kennedy (Dem., Mass.) had his
subcommittee staff studying the question some
weeks ago. The staff estimated that civilian casu-

. alties in Laos were running about 30,000 a year,
including 10,000 dead, mostly as a result of Ameri-
can bombing. S

The New York Times reported in midMarch on
the Meo ftribe of the Laotian highlands, the -
warlike group which the U.S. Central Intelligence i/
Agency  organized into a clandésinie army to
fight"the North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao forces

"in Laos. This tribe is now nearing the end of its
mountains and the limits of its strength. The tribe
has had to abandon hill scttlement after hill settle-
ment and has suffered dreadful casualties to fight-
ing men (who begin at age 12 and 13) and civilians.
Most. of their tribal homelands are lost or de-

- stroyed. . .

The Meos and the other highland tribes have done
most of the fighting on both sides in Laocs. The
etlinic Laos dislike fighting, and often shoot in the
air and advance or retreat (mostly retreat) on the
basis of the answering noise. They take seriously
the Buddhist law, “Thou shalt not kill.”

Yet the Americans and the Vietnamese, North
and South, have ruthlessly extended their war to
their gentle land, and the Americans with their
tremendous fire power have been the most destruc-
tive. -

The 1949 Geneva Convention on protection of civil-
lans in time of war forbids infliction of suffering,
brutality, collective penalties, pillage and reprisals
‘against persons and property. It bans devastation
“as an end in itself or as a separate measure of .
war,” as distinct from devastation incidental to a
baitle between armed forces,” -

" The American way of war in the air-all too often
breaks these international laws of war. Congress ,
. has banned use of American ground forces in Laos, - \/

“This ban is evaded by the CIA on a small scale.
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

Speclal to The Star

VIENTIANE - Reps. Paul

"N. McCloskey and Jerome

Waldie, who came here to
learn more ahout the Ameri-
can role in Laos, found them-
selves unable to. get docu-
ments they sought or to visit
areas of the country they
wished.

McCloskey, the California
Republican who has toreat-
ened to oppose President Nix-
on in next year's GOP prima-
ries on the Indochina issue,
accused U.S. Ambassador G-
McMurtrie Godley of a “delib-
erate attempt to keep Con-
gress from knowing the
facts.”

He and Waldie, a Democrat
from California, sought coples
of an embassy study which
blamed last year’s movement
of refugees from the Plain of
Jars on American bombing.

McCloskey, who was herve
for three days, said U.S. ofii-
cials in Godley's presence at
an embassy dinner denied the
documant existed.

When McCloskey was able to
the document, he
said, officials undertook “‘a de-
liberate, conscious policy to di-
vert us.”

He said Monteagle Stearns,
the deputy chief of mission at
the embassy, failed on three

.occasions to respond to Mc-

- Closkey’s request for the
_-study.
Substitution Charged
Then, according to Me-

Closkey, Stearns subatifuted
the ‘front page of the docu-
ment. The orizinal page, the
congressman said, showed the
origin of the study was a
memo from Stearns to Ivor-
man Barnes, chief of the Unit-
ed States Information Service
here. Stearns and Barnes were
two officials who said they had
po knowledge of the study
McCloskey was asking about.

McCloskey and Waldie also
were. refusad permission Lo
visit Long Chen, the village on
the edge of the Plain of Jars
which is the headquarters of
the ClA-directed guerrilla
army of Gen. Vang Pao’s Meo
tribesmen and which serves as
a CIA

LoNMe

& s

‘\:
&

Andrew P. Guzowski, who is
the embassy spokesman in Vi-
entiane, said permiszion was
refused because ‘‘the con-
gressmen do not have security
claarance.”

In Laos, this puts a member
of Conzress somewhat below
the level of a street vendor.
When it was pointed out to
Guzowski that any Asian, in-
c¢luding North Vietnamese
agents, can enter Long Chen,
the spokesman said, “Well,
it’s their country”

The Major Reason

The major reason for refus-
ing the congressmen permis-

sion to visit Long Chen is they”

might discover that U.S. offi-
clals were not honest in con-
«gressional testimony 'whs_-n
they said bombing missions in
Laos were approved by Lao-
tians or Meos who were flying
in forward air.control mis-
sions.

In fact, both seats in the
small air control mission
plangs often are filled by

- Americans.

When McCloskey went to in-
terview refugees at Ban Nga
Ga, 20 miles north of Vienti-
ane, the embassy pro-ided two
priests to act as “unbiasad”
interpreters.

The priests, Father Rauff
and Father Matt Menger, are,

however, known locally for -

their staunch support of U.5.
Embassy actions.

Father Rauff, in his role as

an interpreter for McCloskey,
.at one point omitted to trans-
late a villager's remarks
about “bombars coming every
day.”
And Father Menger was ov-
erheard to say, while Me-
Closl:ey was examining a child
with a2 burned leg, “Thank
God for the bombing. Without
it this would not be a free
country.”

State Dept. Comments

Despite the obstacles, Mec-
Closkey did find that, almost
without exception, refugoss
said they had left their vil-
lages because of U.S. bombing
attacks, even though enemy
troops ware not in the villages.

McCloskey said, “The em-
bassy decided to suppress this
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'/ ('n Washington, Robert J.
McCloskey, a deputy assistant
szeretary of state for press
relations, sald Monday that
McCloskey had declinad op-
portunities offered hy ths em-
bassy in Vientlane to examine
the refugee situation. The
State Department spokesman
denied a charge by the con-
gressman that American
bombers have destroyed Lao-
tian villages deliberately.)

The difficulties McCloskey
and Waldie had here in getting
information from the embassy
have become typical of the
last few years.

False Information

The embassy, for example,
refuses to provide any infor-
mation about Americans killed
in Laos. When Waldie asked
about thres specific recent
deaths, Guzowski said the mis-
sions in which the Americans
were killed originated in Thai-
land and the embassy here
was not accountable for the
deaths. “They arc not my
Americans,” Guzowsii said in
answer to reporters’ queries.

The embassy is willing to
permit false information to be
given the American public
when it knows the icformation
is false. The USIS here tapes
Laos military briefings and
provides them to U.S. Army
briefers who relay whatever
the Lao briefer says.

When, as a resull of other
information, questions are
raised about Lao official state-

ments passed on by the Ameri-
cans, the U.S. briefers simply

say, “Well, that’s what the
general said and I'm not going
to contradict him.”

There also are attempts to
cover up the misuse of U.S.
funds. The embassy, for exam-
ple, is buying another 15,000
metrie tons of rice {rom south
Laos this year.

In the past, top-ranking
south Laotians would sell their
surplus rice to the North Viet-
namese, then buy cheaper
Thal rice and sell it at a high-
er price to the Americans,
saying it was the south Laos
rica. :

Accordingto Guzowski,
Charles Mann, the head of the
U.S. Agency for International

RADOTLIETH00YS
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with the press whatever mea-
sures AID is taking to prevent
the loss of more U.S. funds on
similar rice deals.

Among other subjects the
embassy is not anxious to dis-
cuss are opium dealing and
the sales of U:S, supplics and
weapons. :

Other samples of omissions
and evasions by the embassy
here include:

When Long Chen was
bombed mistakenly by U.S.
aircraft, a-spokesman here 36
hours later gave an account of
damage by North Vietnamese
artillery. He failed to mention
the air strike.

When U.S.-led guerrillas
were mauled by the North Vi-
etnamese on the Bolovens Pla-
teaw in southern Laos in De-
cember, an embassy spokes-
man denied the story. When
additional details were pro-
duced, the spokesman was
forced to'backtrack.

“Orientation’ Missions

Guzowski has said Ameri-
cans have been killed ca “or-
ientiation missions” when, in
fact, they have died on bomb-
ing missions; airdrops of rice
have turned out to be missions

transporting Thai troops; the .

description “light” casualties
was used for an engagzement
in which 61 out of 110 men
particinating were killed; ma-
jor actions have been de-
scribed as a “few clashes took
place.”

The embassy consistently

denies to the press use of
American transport facilities
to caver the war, particularly
in those areas of northeast
Laos whare Americans are in-
volved. -

These air transport facilities ‘

— Air America and Continen-
tal "Air Lines — ave ostensibly
privately owned and undes
contract to the U.S. govern-
ment. They are the sole means
of reaching battle arcas-in
northeast Laos. .

“] see no reason why we
should fly the press around,”
says Guzowski.

Aircraft are available, how-

~ever, when the embassy wants

to show off its ald programs.
to places where the U.S. in-
volvement is not evident can
orters.
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~ Last week Richard Helms in his first puh-
lic speech since his 1666 appointment as direc-
tor of the Central Intellivence Ageuncy tried to
counter what he characterizad as a “persistent
and growing body of criticista which questions
the nced and the propriety for a democratic
society to have a Central Intellizence Azency.”
He -attributed the criticism to an “inhercut
American distaste for peacetime - gathering of
intelligence,” and told his aundience that the na-
tion must “take it on faith that we too are hon-
orable men devoted te her service.”

1t Mr. Helms's analysis of information gath-
ered abroad is as incomplete and misleading as
his interpretation of what prompts criticism of
his agency here at horme, than the countiry is
clearly in trouble. It is not the intelligence
gathering aspzct of the CIA's operations that
has fed the growing body of criticism. What the
critics object to are covert paramilitary oper-
ations around the globe, and they question
whether the sacrecy that is adaittedly required
for some aspacts of intelligence zatharing should
be extendad to cover a host of guestionabls and
frequently illegal activities under the pretest of
serving an undafined “pational interest.”

In the years since it has bacome active in
covert operations the CIA has financed the inva-
sions of two couniries, Cuba and Guotemala, and
otherwisa influenced the establishment and
overthrow of governmentsin a number of lands,

“including: Vietnam. It provided planes and mer-
cenary pilots fo tha Congo (some of the same
men it trained to invade Cuba) and for several
_years it has financad and directed a mercenary
army in Laos in viclation of our treaty conimit-
- ments. At'the same time it'has erigaged in activ-

ities that have more to do with propaganda than

“intelligence. It has subsidized magazines and
publishing companies and the operation of radio

. ; . T -
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stations which free advertising in this country
_portrayed as supported by private donations.

2 The CIA |
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In addition there have been instances in re-:
cent years when the agency has apparently been,

successiul in establishing for itself a place above
the lawy. Two examples are the dismissal of a
slander suit against an agent on the ground

that, even though his statements were not sub-.

© stantinted, he was acting under orders, and the

case of the Green Berets aceussd by the Army -

of murdering a suspected Vietnamese double

ageut, hut never brought to trial because the

CIA refused to supply witnesses.

Even assuming that Mr. Helms is correct in

his contention that the agency functions under
the tight control of the President, an assumption
which many knowledgable critics dispute, thz
fact remains that the agency’s activities have
avaded the checks provided by the Constitution
and in doing so it has tecaivad the American

people. The issue, then, is not whether the men

in charge of the CIA are devoted, or even hon-
orahle, and faith is not the answer to such
fundamental criticism. It was faith in the
efficacy of covert military and political manipu-

tion, after all, that propelled us into our tragic -

involvement in Southeast Asia.

What is needed is a check on the presidential ;
fascination with Mr. Helms's “Departmeat .of -
Dirty Tricks,” a fascination that has pervaded

the past four administrations. Congress is the

appropriate body to provide that check, evell’

though at pressnt it is not doing so. The super-
p-1 o

vision now supplied by a handful of key mem-.
bers of Congress is, in the words of a recent

Twentieth Century Fuad study, “only sporadic

and largely ex post facto.” Fortunately there,

are efforts now underway to strengthen congres-
sional overview of the CIA. These efforts de-
serve the support of the American people.
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By PAT KEEBLE
County Bureau
A 10-day trip ferveting out
information on the Indochina

war — mostly without the
cooperation of Ameri ican lead-
‘ers_— hdsn’t changed Rep.

Jnrow Waldie’s feeling that

- the Lrtt d States should get
. cut oF\Vletnam now.

The Antioch Democrat,
along. with San Maieo Repub-
lican Paul McClosI\e\
~eturned to Washington this

. weekend after a tup through -
+ the northern province of
~South Vietnam and into a
;- Laotian refugee camp.

Amoag their findings,
Waldie saxfl was confirmation
that the Cunal Intelligence
Agenzy is rumaing the-war in
~-Laos, through the American
Enwbassy m Salﬂou and also

.op»mhn meventwe deten-
tion” camps in the Vietnam
. provinces.

2 He said he is formulating .

Jactions of th
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“And the oniy insication so. shouid leave as a arlel for
far of the molivation of relu- the Souih Vietmamese govers-
- . gees was the American bombd- *ment, designed pr c2isely
! ing.” he said. cafter the pattﬂm of @ o

I{_-\\r ;J-s';.-—.,_.[,,,_,,

] [
i
tte rhos-

n \.cntm‘:/

! :‘-':’J .“v’u‘(_,’.\}g.\f_“. ara
also p ,,' the word around
ta olior  congrensiici wiv

wand to go to Vietnam ioat
they’re going fo have to b2
more agzressive than iboy
have hest iu the past it they
want to find out what's going
on,” Waldie said.

“I went over there with a
preconiceived notion *mt we
should have bzen out of Viel-
nam long ago, and nnt‘mncr 1
that noflon,

\\cd"m said.

51 am more convinced than !
ever that there is nothing
‘there for us, no reasoun fo con-
‘tinue to have our ! \ids killed
.aud wounded over there,” he
said.

The Contra Costa congress-
‘man said he felt the embassy
‘was helpful as well as “quite
‘frank and outspoken’ until
.the two lawmakers asked for
‘a report they had heard of on
‘American bﬂm,m”
After “incredible efforts at
suppressing it,” eventually 1t
was given to them.

“It's possible that. from fhe |
one report on the fmwazt of.
‘bombing practices, coupla:
with our
refugee camp we  selecied,
thaé the sampling is erro-
neous,” Waldie acknowiedzed.
_“Bul the contention of the

tAmerican officials that ali the °

“evidence indicatgd that bomb-
ing was not a factor in refu-
gee motivation simply is no!
true.”

Tha pail also studied tie
iprovince interrogaticn centers
and determined after several
;day's_that they are run not by
the army, as was Neru»"
but by the CIA

The centers c9n hold &ny-
Ibod) suspacted of heinz asse-
jclated with the V'nt Co~rr ur
‘even of dissent against the
"Saigon govcrnment for 45 7
:da\s, before turning them
over to Vietnamn po‘xce ani
government  repr es:*n‘ vive
for sentencing.

“T am going to make a rac
ommendation fo the Secevelea
of State that this is nel the

= .

in Laos.

He said he and McCloskey -

several times changed itiner-
aries and went to a Laotlan
refugee camp which had not
been on the “recommended”
list of the embassy.

“By talking to refuge es and |

by discovery “of the report ini-
tially denied to exist, we fer-"

reted put. that in a country of -
y three million population,

own survey of tne:

| munist Wal-li

+ Stated,

~Qur objective there was -
 fight for the right of a na
«to be free. nuL we are eston-
lishing an instrument.of sun-
pression equal to apy found m
“a communist state,” he said.

He said the pair [ound con-
‘siderable  difference betweoen
.geperals and lower echwelna
_soldiers over wha! the U.S.
“should do with the war.

One second lieutenant told
them. “When we leave, it will
be up to the South Vietnam--
ese army to decide whether
they want to win (e war or
lost it. They moy decide it's
easier to lose i than to con-
tnue fighting and win it.”

- ‘“‘He beiieved we oquuht ‘o
Jeave and let the Souwth Vie'-
namese decide what they
want to do willh theic coun-
try.” Waldie said,-adding, I
~concur vholeheartedly.”

Most of the generals, he
added, felt the U.S. should
stay “a;'long as necessary’’
o kem the Norih Vietnamese
from defeatm'f the Socuth, and’
would. not put a time hmxt ou
the war, -

OLlQ[_\,
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By DIORTON KONDIACKE
Ch\ca;o Sun 'Tm 23

Top St c,ut. D"’T‘ltmv‘nt ‘nd
Dafense officials linve rofuzo
invilations to o pocar at
hearings on tha con :
cmllan war victims in Iw 0=
china,

Sen. Edward M. Kennady,
D-Mass., had invited Defensce
Secrctary Melvin R. Laird,
‘Deputy Delense Secretary Da-
vid R. Packard, S“nlef.n‘y of
State William P Rogers and
U.S. AID admmml for John
Hannah to give nony next
week, but 2ll rem /

Kean redy’s suhcommitlies on
refugees Is the only standing
congressional pancl so fm ‘o

t‘cdule h‘:n' i
creasingly e.
U.S. responsibility
fims.

The administration did
agree to festinio X‘.’s”z”*dav
by - Ambaszador  Willizm I3,
Colby, U.S. Civil o“LN:lor.s
,chief in Victuam, and assist
ant AID administes ¢
H. Nooter and, on Thursday,
by Monteagla Smma, No. 2
man in tle U.S. Embassy in
Laos and Willard H. .,Iomcc\e
Nooter's czept.g

Kennedy declinzd to com-
ment o the absence of top-
level officials bzcause, his
stafl said, the senator was stll
hoping for an appearance by
G. Warren z\dfter assistant
Defense secretary for interna-
tional security alfairs.

WO ,._.”
1.«.* LER -]

o

"3-

H
v

STATINTL

So far,
stzzFf, the Pentagon “has b
willing to suaply one of 1
tar's deputizs, but the

said such 2n arra
vould ho ¢
tho sointor,

U. . nul Mxv do“zmc
ivilian populations.
Yo want t} ".m t'lc Pu‘f a-

and ‘seav
le:nn v.‘hr-thcr tno mmhl)
ever oy

nplaiad the eff ﬂct
,5 would have

of the heawe
inued use of
fuads  for
vy - operii-
2 Central

[N
thcse pﬂ“c
start memt

KL .

U last vear, tl-‘
w':m to have

¢ that AID
divoree it-

nnedy
lal"tIO'l
andes-

nﬂ‘

we les
an end to the

tme 101 2{ionship.
“We also \‘aut to know,” a

staff membar said, “why the
U.S. gov e"l‘mer:-. is increasing
its aid for training national
police In Vistnam when it is
decreasing _su;’mt for civilian
war casualties and refugees.”

—

cording to the |-

STATINTL
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CIA footnotes

In his first public address since he becarae .
“director of the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) five years ago, Richard Helms defended
his organization before a luncheon meeting of
- newspaper editors Vednssday, and said that

the CIA is necessary for the survival of a
- democratic sociely. He aslked the country ‘“‘to

take it on faith that we, too, are honorable men

devoted to her service.” ‘ '
Helms did not attempt to clarify any foun-
dation for that faith, although he did note that

CIA intelligence played an important part in

determining the American success in the 1952

Cuban missile crisis (thanks to ‘““a number of

well-placed and courageous Russians who

helped us”).

- Elsewhere in Washington on the same day,
"Sen. George McGovern asked Helms to com-
“mient on published reports that South Viet-

namese Vice-President Nguyen Cao Ky may be

involved in the opium trade in Southeast Asia.

.He cited arecent article in Ramparts magazine /
implicating the CIA in an international opium

. business. The Ramparts article contended that
opium production and distribution in the Fertile

Triangle region of Burma, Northern Thailand,

and Laos i3 conducted with the knowledge of the

CIA, and that CIA operations there actually

serve to protect opium supplies and facilitate

" their movement.

Helins did not cornment on the allegations;
gpparently an admonition from the director
~gvery five years that Americans must accept

~*the CIA “on faith” should he sufficient.

“There might be more to it: that Helms should

offer a fcotncte to American diplomatic history
alraust ton vears after ..i@ ivcident happened
‘suggests a pousible precedsnt., Perhaps, in

anothec five years or so, th:e CIA director will
‘emerge from his office once more, and renew
his request for an extension of public faith in his
agency. And then he migat add another footnote
~. .about how the CIA almost won that Vietnam
“War all by itself. ‘
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Thera. are other
nezd over 400 ma] ang
bases sca’ Ted in somz 31
the worl. * T n:ed for i
of them reclun.'ﬂm hut hel
TI, should be reviewed,

Why, a quorter of
War II, should nnc U
inz over 200,600 troop:
year to the ATO alliance?
lles have =& larger ponulat
They are now as wezllhy as

after World
e provid-
ar billion a
? Our uurcpaan al-
ion t..&.n we do.,

we ore. They are
shouldering none of tng co3ts of tne Aszian
war. Yet we continue wi ts tremeandous
outlay of milltory e Ior the de-

fenze of Eurona,
We should eut our fOIC" in YATO in h
~fe should continu2 to provide the nuc

uwmbrelis tha d P.tu
the Zuv 13 slm'l‘ul 4] of theo
i MATO

an to Duroponize

2 an War, If
2 theme-
1 2 cenfer

the Europsm: aro uny
selves aga*.m-
of Europe, g.:cn t

on why NATO shoul d n.
Furcpeanized when their economic trengih
1s as great as ours?
CONCLUSION

By reforming procursme
our conunitments, by tuid
of the Nuzsion and C! 11“
sway with unneod
om, Mm b'

by revie"'ing
4

bctwecn

between tho strey

the strenzih of our ¢conomny

would In fact enhance our
It we porsis

cessas W
than strengthen 1*
We sqomd racuce
tures rather than
millt"l‘y nezds in Asm
The charge of “nes-1
those who adv cc:.:e

lacres
sol:xt'om:m" hurled at
reform is bodly mis-
placed. In fact, i the military foils to reform,
1t may so endanger its own credibility as to
bring zhout the very nco-isclationism 1t
clalms to oppose.

Instead of hurling epithets of

these who
would reform the S"" m, thiose who really
want us to remain sireng and free should
urze the Peniagon to provide bhis country
with a leaner, stronger, and far less costly,
more efficient milltary force. '
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DRUG TR%“FT"" IN SOUTHEAST
ASTA

“M¢, McGOVERN, Mr. President, I am
-increasingly concernccd, aboul reports
that members of U.S, Armed Foreas serv-
ing in Indoching are being aficted with
hard drug addiction on an alarming
scale, and that Southeast Aslan grev-
ers and smugglers not only sunply thcse

drugs but a lion’s shaoce of the illicit world
supply as well.

In licht of the grave implications for
I h ave

written to Szc-
coars and Cen-
ral Intellizenc ¥ Dncc or Rich-
ard }mlhh, :\m:m" for a tnoxo*
igation of this tion I

have asked for a report on diplomatic

our own sccle ty
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patients in treatment wiith the Narcotics
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established tt
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Vetarans Administration
reatmene of drug depend-
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Administrator Donald Johnson has advised
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In his Stote of the World MM2s
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to deal with the internationa

supply of heroin as an ezs2
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Con"reaamen Criticize
Embassy in Vientiane

VIENTIANE, Laos, April
14 (AP)—Two U.S. Congress-
men accused the U.S. Embassy
today of hampering their
movements in Laos and trying
to conceal unclassitfied infor-
‘mation about the impact of
American bombinz on Laotian
civilians,

“It is clear it is the Nixon
administration and not the
press that is distorting news
from Laos,” said Rep. Paul N.

i McCloskey (R-Calif), an oppo-
‘nent 'of the war who has said
he may challenge President
Nixon for the Republican pres-
idential nomination in 1972 if
+the President does not change
his war policies :

McCloskey and Rep. Jerome

‘Waldie (D-Calif) said U.S. Am-

bassador G. Mcllurtrie Godley s e
refused to let them visit the ’
bi¢ base for Laotian tribal e
fighters which the U.S. Cen- -

tral Intelligence Agency oper-
ates at Long Cheng, near the
Plain of Jars
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CIA Director Ihchfud Helms (left) talks with
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er Editors and editor of The
ditors’ confercnce yesterday.

w W il

Socxety of Newspap
Star,' during the

H

’

nis in Kre

to mSlSt that the CIA kas no 1dea Of a fle" society . . As-
domestic security role. ‘sert ons are made that the Cen-
that the}

iR
2].’

:’\ TN

Helms acknowledged tral Intelligence Agency is an’
CIA  collects ‘forex'r: intelll-| {nvisible government’ — alaw

Nawsm

'_F}”ieﬂfm 56”5 :l< BYEIERES

By THOMAS B, ROSS " British, CIA Adent ™~
5-; . Chleago Sun-Times Service Helms was asked later if he
The head of the Ceiitval Intelli- was referring to Cel. Oleg V.
gence Agency says the CIA has; Penkovsky, the Soviet mLLtary
penetrated the Soviet govern-iintelligence official who served

P

E Commumst countries.

ping univ ersity
terviewing persons who travel to

Semantic Troubles

“The trouble,” he lamented,
‘i that to those who insist on

gence in this cour‘tr) by tap-.
experts and in-

unto 1tse1f engagad in provoca-.
tive cov ert activ ties repugnant.
to a democratic society and sub-

lject tomo controls. ..

1t is difficult for me to agree!

,with this view, but I respect 1t ”I

ment with a “number of well-
placed” Russian spies:

z Richard M. Helms, in his first
public speech in five years as
director of the CIA, yesterday
cited the sples’ key role in thep
1962 Cuban missile crisis and|
implied that some of them still
are operating in the Soviet Un-
fon.

- * By making the claxm ‘at thls
‘{ime, Helms apparently sought
to serve notice to the Kremlin|-
- that the United States has secret
ways of chec! dng on its good

faith in current ne"mmtxona on:

strategic weapons, the Middle|
East and other critical issues.
Helms sald the CIA was able’
to defect Rus sian missiles in;
Cuba in 1552 “thanks to U-2 pho
tography ofxthe Soviet Unig
to a numb@kh &3 #
courageous Rumans who p
vided’ crucial details on Souet

I LY [ Sy

seelng us as a pem‘cv'xs and

as an aﬂent for both the CIA and ot

British_intelligence. Helms re- [ pervasive Secret government,
Lour words mtem&v a4 ‘hire’

phed that his remarks covexed translate ‘into suborn, subvert

Penkovksy and “others.”
Penkovsky was arrested Oct. 3xécgseseduce or something
=17

22, 1962, at the height of the e A6
¥ He denied as “vicioms" a
Cuban lissile crisis, and executt «charge that the CIA is iavolved

ed May 16, 1983. But the Sovie in ‘world drug traffic. Sen.

chernment has made no public

mention of additional spies in, George MoGover, DS.D de-

the case. manded yesterday that ‘he CIA
and the State Deparimex it inves-

Helms' speech thus left thej
implication that ‘“other” CIA: tigate allegations by Ramparts

agents remain in place inside
the Soviet Union.

Helms obtainedcloarance:
from President Nixon befora ac-|
-cepting the invitation to spoeak!
bofore the annual conv entlo‘l of
‘the American Society of News-
ipaper Ed1tora
Helms' spesch created a con-

Retedse 200103104 C

,A[my and FBI ¢ spnlw” on ci-
jvillans. He went to graat lengths

tates the movement
out of Southeast Asia.

Helms concedzd, on {23 other
hand:
of many thoughtful Ar maricans,

may appear o b

of opium

magazine “hat the CIA facili-!

“Qur missisn, inthe eyes’

2 11 confhct;
with some of the traditions and.
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Meo Culpa

Tragedy for the Meo tribes in Laos came unexpectedly
in the bright promise of the New Frontier: “Let every
nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we
shall pay any price, bear. any burden, meet any hard-
ship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the
survival and the success of liberty.” Whether, in Janu-
ary 1961, John F. Kennedy had in mind supporting an
obscure former sergeant in the French army, a Meo
named Vang Pao, to hold back the Comrunists in the
hills north and east of the Mekong valley, preferably
all the way to the China border, is not known: But
‘Laos was much in the news at the time of Kennedy’s
inauguration. In December 1960 Gen. Phoumi Nosavan

and Prince Boun Oum, in a bloody coup, had deposed‘

_ the left-wing cabinet of Quinim Polsena and chased
away Capt. Kong Le and his ncutralists. The coup
polarized factions and reopened the civil war, The
Soviet Union and the US accused each other of support-
ing contending factions, and Eisenhower reportedly re-

~marked to Kennedy that Laos was then a most crucial

. problem in foreign affairs. Now, a decade later, the.

*Meo ‘tribe has beeri decimated; an entire primitive
people is facing g'enocide. How did it happen?

In the first year of the Kénnedy era, foreign servicé
official; from every department and agency, spurred
on'by the attorney general, Robert T. Kennedy, were
dragooned into counterinsurgency courses at the For-
eign Service Institute. The Pentagon’s contribution

was the doctrine of “flexible response.” The President

adopted. the Green Berets. The Meos with CIA arms

and radio training quickly became the secret toast of
" the town. .

But by 1962 there was concern that as the number

of Meo under arms reached the thousands there might

be a shirp' Comimunist reaction, and the US might then

have the task of caring for and Eeedix'\g the whole Meo -

-population in Laos-all 400,000 of them. Averell
Harriman, then assistant sccretary of state for -the
Far East, was apprehensive, but not enough to try-to
‘stop the counterinsurgency delirium. His successor,
Roger Hilsman, made it his business to approve the
introduction of each rifle and round of ammunition
into the Meo aceas, determining which side of a given
rock the Meos were to choose on a méuntain trail,
demonstrating his West Point training, World War II
guerrilla experience "and’ Department of State control
.over the operation. ' -

‘CIA enjoycd its paralnilifax'y.role: for once it was

safe from Pentagon “help” (read take-over). Overt,
ga'cknowledged intervention in Laos by the Pentagon
“twotld have violated the 1954 Geneva Accords. Clan-
.;desﬁine‘help, on the other hand, violated only the spirit

. iof the agreentent, ‘and both sides were playing that

game. To this day the CIA has been able to maintain

munist pressures on the Meo increased and casualties
rose, so did the size of US support that flowed through
CIA. Well oveér 10,000 of “our” Meos were under arms.

Williain P. Bundy (now editor-designate of Foreign
Affairs) succeeded Hilsman in 1964, and although he
catnapped through the briefings, he was still the resi-
dent Laotian g _
Bundy, in his fortress in the White House- situation
room, scheduled briefings on the situation from return-
ing CIA officers, just in case President Johnson wanted
an encouraging word. Secretaries Rusk and McNamara
huddled over detail maps of Laos and on occasion
planned. tactical operations of regular Lao army units
and'Meo guerrilla bands.

The effort to build a buffer against China through the
Meos pitted a primitive, tough people against the more
sophisticated North Vietnamese and their local sup-
porters, and we are now w'itnessing the consequences.
Since 1960 "at least go-50 percent of the men have

‘been killed and 25 percent of the women have fallen as

casualties of the war,” says Senator Edward Kennedy’s
1970 report on refugees. Near the CIA-supported base
of Long Cheng, north and east of Vientiane, almost
200,000 Meos depend on air drops of rice (the main
task of the US AID mission) for survival. They cannot
return to their homes in the hills; the Communists are
there. And they cannot survive on th¢ plains because
of climate and the competition from the more advanced
lowland people. The whole Meo tribe is one vast
refugee group., : . :
What has this using of one Asian group to fight
another for US ends taught us? Very little. Indeed,
“let’s you and him fight” has become formal US doc-
trine. . . . We shall look to the nation directly

_threatened,” the President said last November 3, “to

assume the primary responsibility of providing the
manpower for its defense.” (i.e., the Mco nation.) And
the US, said Mr. Nixon, will furnish “military and
economic assistance when requested.” (i.e., the CIA, the
Department of State’s chosen ‘instrument for the Meo
operation.) The locals supply the bodies.

Sooner or later, the peoples in the Indochina penin-

“sula will have to bind their wounds. In the meantime,
.the Meo troops and their families fighting the North-

Vietnamese are being pushed over the mountain wall
into the Meckong valley, refugees of a torn, dying

“culture. The question now is, as The New York Times

recently put it, “whether the time has come to move
the Mecs out of the war while there are still enough
men left to assure the nation’s survival.” It’s a grim

“end to the first clear test of the logic of the Nixon

Doctrine.

J
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uerrillaexpert in the Capital. McGeorge:
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Tah Ny T The AD miss
{'N / l/ CO[’!- Y < or some ClAL oporatings, Jand E
for annthier b xnch of ilie Aot (.m

f' r' !' Gl extablizhiment knov naathe Nago

8 . - ) -

X LF YR (a { F I crents Gifiee, which supplic:

. syh ol | 3. g ! \Q . N - - ‘.

e L ‘?‘l (j 2550 ‘; E‘J - ravel Laotian ;u'm;. and alr jaren
T b bl : - ity all s fuel, bombs o il Lz.}..‘.‘:m-

tion as well 25 spare parts for its

. ‘ {O!’) {‘“l }g !r f‘ps}*tt o]f Ii)ocd T-28 plep driven
£ fighter-bombers.
wt 2 d b Kﬂu; bt L'g , N .
. P RET R 0 T Approval of -omhm”s
WA B But the major part of the Ameri-
LY ;P, 3 g ; ~0C cnn effort consisiz of hombing by
YiLh E; .15 MEIVR American plones, mostiy from Thai-
. L P |19nd but also from Scuth \lohm.n
b nrerrrrir t qersgaggene L&A the Th Fleet in the Gulf of Ten-
]31_ ARTHUR L DOMMEN “kin, Godley found himself with the

Times §laff Writer ;function of al)pm\m" all bombing

. \’IL\"H&\J:——'I he 1.8 ?mmas~é‘ “strikes en Laos. He did this himself
: i) e gelega i ave
uor to Laos is Geovge McMurtrie I else delegated the rlPlJ‘ val to a2

X L Cosubordinate who hécame known as
Gndicy, genial New Yorker, Yale '30, yj,0 Bombing Offirer, 1t could be

member of the ])l()O" (lub perhansianyvene in the em! szy; omnal re-
Manhattan's most esclusive. He per- centiy it'was a ronsulav “afficer. The
sonslly divects one of the most pri- pomt is that the embassador haz (he

right to overrule-—and reportedly
vate wars heing fought on the 2l .
ta;e »eing fought on the globe, ;sometimes docs—the generals and
oday. . .

tadmirals.
It lal\c‘s so much af ln<’tmm el gq ahsorbed s Gedley,
epeipy that his fellow cnlp nmals i za

. a3, in running the war—
.1he Lantian camt.xl compiain they there is a .huge map of
ravely see him.

o The president of the Laos on his ofhce wall,
- Laotian National Assemhly, Phaut along with a photo of the

“Bananikone, comiplaing st Godley home in Cooperstown,
never once has iav (l"('l him 1an h!‘ N } to which he lntends
thC fnl fllnlLLl in the 13 n"ﬂnlh hb— {6 reul e_..that d]plon}&hc
has been heve. His diplomatic rela- colleagucs  complain -he
tions are almost exclusively With hag little {ime fov other ac.
nevtralist Premicr Prince Souvanna tivity. .
“Phouina; a frequent ieunis partner. Godley periodically vi-
Godley's -war cffort is .directed gits bases like that of the
“from his air-conditioned, window- CIA at Long Cheng, and to
less first-floor office in the embassy remote dirt a1rstr1ps
here agafist as many as two North where he confers at first
Vietnamese divisions in the north, hand with his atiaches on
The real encmy is Henol—-vwhat the the ground, and AID per-
Pathet Lao do or say counls for sonnel Leepnw track of re-
_nething — and his Imtv"fm.l is fugee movements and re-
bluntly stated: qLebLmﬂ supplies to he
"1 don't like o see the United flown in by the U.S.-char-
) Sta!e< gel bedton.” . . tered airline, Air America.
LS impressive Array of Power And during last year's

'lnple\cm thel. Godles has a most unsuccessful - Communist
Impressive AUralt of h 1\\1Ldl m J1 clerre of Long Chmg, the
amg{ etona] diserey POWEr 5mbassador weas reported

}memm (N=ere .rm 0 much \r;) to have allﬂ(’d an, avt111c1y
that Sen. Stuay

L Evmington (0-Mo) picce himself.
once remarked ho was acting as Amajordutvoftlmlalf*f\
chiel of staff and "perhaps it worll gor of attaches—which
be hetler to mll him Procons ul Ged- pumbered only one in the'
ey o 1950s—is to keep track of
Aside from the 1'*“3‘ “l’“f’“‘ 2505 ywhere friendly forces are
of Amovie: i missions n\r[\.=~, sueh, operating . and this, - plus
23 the LS. Informatipn Serv ice, the intelli izence ‘gathered
A,_,rmy for International D«\EOP- ]at’*el; by Ameucan res:
ment and the (‘rnlml Tnm”l""‘u‘ connaissance planes, de-
Agendy, Gedley inharited a staff of termines the boinking {ar-
234 military atlaches, the nerve con- gets. |

\

ter of the American wilitary offort . All this machmczy was
n Laas, hoth on the :"lmx..d and in dC\ clopud by Godley's pre-
the air, essor,  Ambiss:
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William H. Sullivan, who
by all aecoants establizhed
‘the pa{tem of what the
. functions ef the U3, on-
voy to Lazes would be.

Su]lnan eame to Laos al
the end of 1964 and re-
mained -wnfil 1969, four
and one-half years of criti-
cal importance to the’
United Stales during
which the Vietham war
was ésealating rapidly and
already spmm" over mto
Taos.

Deeply Committed

By the end of 1264, the
U.S. was already Qeeply
comnmitted 1o the support
of Souvznna Phouma's
governmeit and.was pro-
viding himsubstantial aid,
jncluding financing a
hack- up Tnd to maintain
the valie of Laotian cur-
rency, Smwvania Phouma
had alvealy _signified his
agreement fo- air strikes
by Amenican planes

-.against Nanth Vietnamese,

pOJtlDH\ fie Laos, a verbal’
understanding that was to
remam ‘d“e sole basis for
sent

The *‘alatlon\hlp be-

tween the prime minister

and the Ariericann ambas-
si-
tuatxon oFLaos’ involunta-
ry’ invokement in the
Vietnam war. The ambas-

-sador was given vir L,lally
a free ha;d insofar as. the
‘application
force was concerned, but

of military
this hed to be applied.
within a famework of of-
ficial Awmerican support
for the nmtrality of Laocs,
without fimcm'f canceHa-
tion of fie neutzahzatlon
agreement that had been
worked ot at Geneva in
1362. The American am-
hassador-#ius became the

.man, morthan the prime

minister, who decided in
effect howmuch strain the
neutrality of Lao: couid
stand.

Godley,arriving in Vien-

ot

tiane to tadte up his post as

“ambassadar in July, 1969,

was idealy suited to re-

_ place Sulivan.

His ¥avy service in

- 1839- 41 kad given him a
"grasp of shat the needs of

mlhta';y affs are, and his
uert service at the

v

Coursions.

0T R00070001 0001-6

numbers

American Embassy in
ch during the World

v II years had familia-
r w*d him with undercover
opuatxons

Later Scrvice

More importantly, God-,
ley's later service in the
Conffo where he was de-

'puL) chief of mission and

e v e ntually ambassador,
had shown him what smiall
of men using old
but well-adapted weapons

‘eould de in an l.'ll]dCldC\“ :

lIoped country.

A friend who knew God
Iey “in’ the Congo in the
years 10684-G7 says he had
at his disposal a fleef of
U.S. Air Force C-130 trans-
ports. These were used to
carry a tiny force of
mercenary troops onto the
airficld at Sta nlcynlle on

Nov. 24, 1964, to crush the

laftist - 1e_\'oh: flaring 'in
the eastern Congo.  -Cu-
bm T:25 pilots hired by
tha CH alsa plaved a vitalg
role at a time whan Ameris
can  policy had  swung
around from carlier n')pn
sition” t6 mercensries in
Katanga to regord them as
the most effective means
of holding the country
together when the Congo-
lese national ermy proved
ineffective.  Godley was
running that show en the
spot, lno, an experience
that helpui mold his ex-
pressed | opinions about

Lam .
Godley, faivly {all and
husky of build, usually

)
wears slacks and a loose-
Ixumg jacket, ]efL open,
and pufls on’a cigar whila
on his acrial inspection ex-
He also is ocea |
sionally seen on Vientian:
outings sporting a hugl
jacket from the Africar
days with' poviraits d

“Moise Tshombge an

Joseph MMobutu on  the
frent and 1)'1(.:\, Ic~pecln e-

While horn in New York
City, Godley's family is
rooted in Otsego County in
upstate New. VYork, Godley
is divorced fiom his first

vife and while in the Con-’
‘a0 in 1066 manml Stearns’
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. 9Y centuries of nomadic life, slash-and-burn farming, prin
" POppics, “und oppression at the hands of their nei
Chiacse. Sustained und supported by the U.S. Cent
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LAGCS: ANATOMY OF AN
WMIERICAN INVOLVEMENT
By Roland 4. Paul

ennedy came to office in 1961, ke was staitled to

! T 700 American soldiers, more 1han half of whem
were members of the Special Forces, were ia Laos, while about 300 Sovict
troops were there providing logistics support to the local communise forees,
the Pather Luo and their North Vietnamese allies.

- Fearing the possible conseqitences of such a confronatica and considering
American interests in Laos to, be small, President Kennely sought to dis-
engage. Negotlitions ensucd at Vienna, at Geneva, in Las acd clsewhere.
tae restlo was the ambiguous compromise set {orth in rather mnambiguous
laninze in the Decluration on the Neucrality of Laos and the Protocol to

wration, signed by 13 communise and NON-CORNIUNISE countrics in
July 1572, counmanly known as (e Geneva Accords of 195z,

Under the maatle of this ageeement, the Laotians themselves established
a tripartize zovernment composed of right-wing royalisc elements under
General Phoumi Nosavan, necutralist elements under Prince Souvanna
ouma and communist elements whose nominal leader was Prince Sou-
phanouveny (Souvanna Phouma’s half brother). The balance of power in

4

the goveramen: was given to the neutralists, and their leader Souvanna

Phouma became Prime Minister, a post he holds today.

Tho . Geneva Accords themselves required Laos to disassodate herself
feom 2!l milieory alliances, fncluding SEATO, prohibited the intmduction of
Dreln wmilitare personne! and eiviliang performing quasi-miilitary functions
(ex\‘c;:t JSLI RIS

f wry forcicn 00y installations in Laos und forbade the use of Luotian
territory o ere with the larernal affairs of another country. Pursuane
to this nwreemen ta. Minericans and Soviers withdrew their milizary per-

ssoanch The Nerth Vi amese, however, failed to withdrzw mose of their

0,5G0-rfen favce that . then in Laos, -

Neve theless, 4 roatve peace settled over this somnolent “Land of the
Miilion Clephanis” for sicuc one year, to be shattered in 1553 by an ex-
caarge of assaesinations. The non-communist officer Colonel Ketsana was
murdered ane shortly thereafcer the pro-Chincese Foreizn Minister Quinim

“Pholsema v killed, These sparked a renewal of the S~hripe in Laos
Iy o o bl

which has raged ever since.

To understznd the nature of the hostilities in Laos, one must bear three -

. . . e

first is the face that the Laotians are a very geaceful, in

Cie

poiais iaomin Iy

Eam o oneag v dalame o l.'n L\‘-‘ HEI H-\' el ”vr 41 [“
J7Te casys incaient, people. Accordingly, they generally malke poor soldiers.
Lhus s true w

Sether they marel I under ¢} d faw of :
setier they marcen, or walk, under the red £az of mmmunism
or the white clephant and parasol emblem of the ncussalise government.

.They are no match for the well-trained soldiers of North Viemam. Until

Teceniiy, Uity was evidenced all too frequencly by the fighs of rovernment
fnoes s i chat they were facing an opposing force cemposed, of
Kim il 7 :
oo Y BTSN

There Ts one exception to this behavior, however, The 236—3a0,600 Meo

- tribesmen (mo one knows precisely how many there are} and the other

small.r Montagnard tribes come from differcnt stock and have been hardened
1 X i - M

apally opium
«hbors, aistotically the
ral ,IPE‘?E'!.ES"“?. Ageacy,

!

S French ceaining nussion), precluded the esaablishment -

s
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the use of .50 caliber machine guns
because their range and velocity made
them too destructive.

" Airpower in Bac Lieu was confined
mainly to logistical support: the heli-
coptering of troops and ammunition
to various outposts and the airlifting

cof critigal supplies to those hamlets
Jinaccessible by road or canal. The

only aircraft permanently stationed at
Bac Licu’s small dirt airstrip were five
or six light, single-engine planes used
for aerial observation. Airstrikes could

‘be had, but only on request. Within

. rr.. .
by Jeffrey Record
* Bac Lieu is a sinall out-of-the-way
province at the southern end of the
~.-Mckong Delta. It rarcly “makes the'
6:30" news. When I was there in
1968-69 with the American advisory
- team serving as the Assistant Province
. *Advisor for Psychological Operations,
there were no North Vietnamese
troops in- the province. What Viet
Cong strength there was consisted
largely of part-time village and hamlet
guerrillas armed mostly with single- .
shot vintage German Mausers. They
concentrated primarily on blowing up
bridges with uncanny accuracy and
mining the few passable roads. They
were experts at placing booby traps,
and the ARVN soldiers obliged them
by returning again and again to the
same place, tripping the same wires
with deadly consistency,

- Americans believed there were .
‘about 3,000 full-time, hard-core Vict
Cong in Bac Licu, or one per cent of

_ the total population. Arrayed against
* this scanty enemy presence were over
20,000 well-armed men: elements of
the 21ist ARVN Division, Regional
Force companies, Popular Force com-

. panies, and the ubiquitous Pcople’s

T Jéffrey Récord is a graduate student at the
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced -
International Studies. )

- .

“B-52 strikes,
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Self Defense Force, a kind of local

home guard. This vast military struc- -

ture was supplemented by numerous
Revolutionary Development Teams,
the Provincial Police, the paramilitary .
Police Field Force, and the Provincial
Reconnaissance  Unit--an

the CIA and composed mostly of.
criminals, deserters, and former Viet
Cong.

On top of this overwhelming
numerical superiority, the Vietnamese
government possessed, as it does in
cvery . province in South Vietnam,
complete control of the air through its
American ally. S o

I arrived in Bac Lieu in August,
1968, and my first impressions were
favorable. Both the Province Senior-
Advisor ‘(the head of the American
advisory team) and the Provinee Chief
(the Vietnamese “governor” of the
province) scemed acutely aware of the
military and political dangers inherent
in the indiscriminate use of firepower,
particularly. in such a heavily popu-
lated province like Bac Lieu. The Pro-
vince Chief had refused to permit
' and the Province Senior
Advisor liad repeatedly -denied U.S.
Navy requests to shell the proyince
rom offshore. He had also forbidden

extortion .
- and assassination team run directly by

-30 minutes of first contact with the

enemy, American helicopter gunships

-and jet fighter-bombers would fly in
- from the large airbase at IV Corps mil-

ftary headquarters in Can Tho, several

provinces away. They would bomb
and strafe whatever targests were given
them by the Bac Lieu Tactical Opera-
tions Center. Outside of actual -sup-
port for ground combat operations
the -only airstrikes ever called in were

occasional sorties over the province’s

three small, and virtuall
ted, free-fire zones. -
This atmosphere of modest re-

y unpopulq-

straint soon changed, however. There ,

had always, of course, been consider-
able resistance within the . advisory
team to any restrictions on the use of

airpower. Although civilians and mili-

tary men could be found.on either
side of the airpower debate, most of
the opposition to restrictions came
from the older officers, many close to
retirement, for whom Vistnam pro-
vided their first and last chance to see
real combat. Some found the idea of
restraint  incompatible with war.
Others appeared troubled by the sug-
gestion that military effectiveness was

not” commensurate with simply the.

amount of firepower at one’s disposal. -

All the opponents of restraint seemed
oblivious even to friendly, argumént.
The moral argument, that unrestricted
use of airpower would result in the
unnecessary killing of many innocent
civilians, ran into the simple reply that
“war is hell.” The political argument,

tflxﬁ 0889 01618;'8616161{1_%6 destruction

,‘E-O‘l" tE—*;H 0

»



B‘Lix‘x

3104 CIA-RDPSC

AR 197

’

su; STATINTL

>

_Ey ¢ Sun Siaff Corresgonden
_ Saigon, Match ?u—»’l",‘.en y-onzleions™ the éx

Amenmm wﬂ“u("fr workers in
" Laos - have
Nixon chiticizing the U.S.suy
ported Seuth Victnamese in
ssion of Taos as expanding
war “onee more into F"\l‘-'ll ated |t
‘areas west of the inveded terrl
tory fand! eggravating ale _cu\
serious fichting elsewhere with
ill'LE\O" .
While the invasicn may have
« eeu designed to s )d nieri-

“can withdrawal ﬁo.n the Indo-

i

Prosident Nivon, ‘Ln" milii
reality will be further chacs
further suffering among people
who have alrea ..\muud mack
becauw I American military
activity.'

“m and (nmm!

uses me Lao z,eon.g as 0. vf-n in
a grand gbwl desizn they nei
ther  understand  nor care
about,” the letler said. “Thougt
there would still be fighting
without the American involve-
ment, the infensity of the pre-
sent destructien tal

ing to do with local rolmcl
ahgnmnms or conditions.”

the 35 volunteers working in
Laos under the auspices o[ the

raultinational Inte *'wwwl \01—
untary Services as specialists in

Americans. The lelter was re-
leased by the group’s -alfiliate
here.

The volunteer workers also

condermned as ‘parhculaz}y vi-

written  Preside m

handle.

education, agriculiure ad go—}
cial welfare. Al the signers ate!

ih IL')LLF\
i )1_‘, trail
o Yan-

tin ms ccun.lz_\ .s \.eout.

“Refugens tell of be ins foreed

ive in holes and caves, of
having te favm z! night, of the
tsysletagtic dustruction by U
Shwarplanes of the human busis
for & society,” the volunteers
said. “These poople were nat sol-

fdiers nor were there soldiersin

[{hair villag

china war, the workers wrot e Also cmmizrd was the orﬁmi

czation of deo tribesmidén hilo a
cml(lmmtam.r. ey direeted
.) y the U.S. Central Intelligence
;'x‘wcv yhirh the \'ohmt s
csald exploits the Moos' 'uaf‘x.
tional te: whnesg and 1nu prnd-
ence In Titsd 0%l "eruaade
asainst communing,’
Decimatisn, Bisleeation
“The result has-been the dect-
mation and dislocation of tie
ar

=

tribal populace . . . Much ol
theilr traditional cullure has
heen destr *}Ld... Our use of
these pooplz has «lsp opened a

Hese

es pmﬂc forinearly urcmre")lﬂ breach be-
reasons that have virlually noth-,

en then and the Novth Viet-
namose.”

The volunieers also  con-

he Jetter was signedby 21 of! demned “the destruchion and

lkﬂlinﬂ brought by the North Vi-

Leinamese, but ve do not believe

Ithat thelr p\‘n,ﬂ'&\‘ in Lacs, nor-

ifhe presence of an indiganous

U.S. military activity against an
entira sociely.” ’

“We also condemn,” the letter
sald, “the eagerness “to protect
American lives by the sacrifice
of Asian lives.”
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BY widening the Indochina war Nixon will
inctease the already vast numbers of civilian
~war casualties. The people who live in Indo-
china always have bezen considered cupeandable
by the U.S., and in this instance,
ply the price paid for "

they arc

winding down' the war.

In Laos, which uatil recently was regarded

by U.S.
as a,

"maneygeable”
"relatively modest and Jow profile conflict,

officials as a

hundreds of thousands of people are refugees,
I

There were 20, OOO refugees in 1968 before the

bornbmg began in carnests Now there arc

225,000 refugees
Laos the U. S. par sucs a policy of fo
latlo 1 movernent,’
'by plane. rl'O‘*l the hill villages settling
‘them closer to the capitel city of Vientiane.

Since 1962 z2bout 800; 000 people have
into refugees.

in

,a conservative estimate.

and

The country's total population
is a little over two million,
JU.S. Aid supplies
- AID adminiat
on television™"aid" was a euphimism for
‘provided for the 'CIA's army of Meo tribesmen
‘in north Liaos, The ClA manipulated the. Meo
tribesmen into a position where they fought the
North Vietnainese, As a
.pretty much obliterated. Ronald J. Rick
2 former AID coffigial in Laos, explainesd to the
Kennedy subcommittee on refugess how that

help to refugees, but as

result the Meo were

rced popu-

took place: "From concaption, the Meo 'caus
simply baen an effort on th

has

E:!

hoiz part to pro-

tect their homeland from outside incursion,
Their intended purpose: Merely self-pr

reserva-
tion, Their concept of freedorm is simple, It

isone¢ which zllows themn to pursue their own.
destiny as dictated by tribal tra
that tied it to any =

T2

lxllcnl ldeology

adition; not
ar contemporary po—

one
Itzcv’

Fn thin e: 11 lht- h)‘l poople of
L.acs have h.\.-toucaU ¥ demonstrated fear and
izt euat of all outs xdr- influences,

of their lowland neighbous, thﬁ ethnic Lao and
Vietunamese., "

. As the North Vietnamese Inovcd down throuph

capecially so

insurgency

tc"mnnnrr thousands of people

trator John Hannah freely admitted
supplie:

enbach,

sim-

_the Liao Theung

been turnac

st s, e it e e 8 R S e i B i
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l’"\ . 17 ,'”‘\ :"]‘ ;|r| ﬁ “"\“l’} l”; In] _,’l (ﬂ3 rl;’, [
o you do with the
S S W Wil il

+ : o .- e
Favm

Y o

it ( .

"It is at thlo critical J\tnctm e that the Alne}i

fuvolveraent can be traced.
-resupply

can government's
In the lnte 1950's we bogan to
and advise the Mco, and their hill trike pears,
and the Yao. What resulted was
the anti-North Vietnamese gue?rilla forces of
Initially this program vias master-
minded under the auspices of the U, 8. Special
Forces 'white star' teams that were attached d .
directly to field units and coordinated guerrilla -

arem,

north Laos,

activities.

"Then after the lt"ﬁf.ll\.»lollu placed on overt
U.S. military inv olveraent in Le s by the CGene-
va Accords of 1942, the rale of advising the

gucrrilla forces fell under the oi‘eraho.w! wing
of the CIA. It was also al this time that AID
became directly and officially ivolved with the
paramilitarvy .aspe'cts of the pregram, . . .In
the overall sense the Meo have only served the
greater intérests of U. S, policy. . . .In doing
so, the Meo, and the other hill tribe guerrillas
became the unwitting pawns of the U, S. govern-
ment. . . . : o :
"What makes this situztion even more dis-
1]

s
tasteful, as I have already mentioned, is that

we did

so to serve our own interests as tauch as

was really our

.this war was

Laos,

“"their option

s were

»

limited; accomoadate

themisielves, fight av flee. Thaey could not very
well fi; sht withiout arms and assistance; they

could flee, to nowhereras suitable to their way

of life than where they ady; o

could accomA‘pprQMede R

subservvient way Lo the Vietnamese presence

and thereby allow sorac things of a Ioccd pohtxcal

war, which

anything elac~--to let t}'lcm. fight a
war, by praxy. And moreover,
to fight and die for the ethnic Lao and Thal wao
did not feel it was worth doing so for
strange, indeed, since it was thu.r d fense t‘x.t
s supposcdlyall about, '

There are about 400,000 Mao tribesmen,
half of that total, men, w
been killed in the warv,
these pzople have bean killed, they aren't murk
And AID is tryine v 7
Hors f27 e

JRURSAVES Lo S 4

themselves

men, children, have
Now that so many of * |
use to ug any ‘more.
out what to do with them.
memoradum of the U, S,

", . we must vevognine thot inazrauch

as a
~s of a military

great measure of the offectiy

COHRT Ly T

aund

T

Kot
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By.D. E, Ronk
Sneclal to The Washinzton Post
VIENTIANE, March 24—
Pathet Lao forces in north-
ern Loz are
moving lo syuease
300,000 Meo t{vibesmmen who

apparently
out the

have long sevved as a bulfer

for government forces in the
. arca, :
At the same time, the

Pathet Tao drive seems de-
signzd to prevant the BMeo
from heading south to Vien-
Atiane and out of the combat
zone alloy . The Meo ave
belicv-d ta be moving be-
hind Pathet Lao lines,

The al&& in question —-
about 90 "miles north of
Vientizune---contains the CIA-
wpwn"d Lase  at  Leng
Cheng, headguariers for Men
Jouder Geu.
American refugee conters,

The recent Puathet Lao
seizures of steings of govern-
and west of
Long Cheng has had the ef

& e ‘
feet of driving barriers south-
ward. These are now closing
towdrd the center and blozk-
ing ihe Meo’s roule to Vien-
tiane. ’

Within the closing pinesr
Pathet T.20 commauﬂp aud
propagarda units ave warn.
ing the Meo to flec and mak-
ing  lighining  commando
raids against the most im-
portant beaszes. Isolated ter
rotist acts hay
bly rep (uwd from thn area
during vecent weaks, includ-
Ing {iring upon eivilian taxis
-and buses carrying, Meo out,

Observe"" bel,ieve that
sul'h acts are part of the
over-2ll {actical plan to keep
the Meo moving northwa d
‘and behind Pathet Lao lines,
" Joadblocks by Meo who
ave pro-government, but
anti-Vang Pdo, are also re-
liably reported to have bean
established on Mighway 13,
the highway from the nor th
to the capital, to keop Deo
from flezing to Vientlane.

The Pathet Lao-North

Veng Fao, and

/I IR -
AL ISI tl‘\, Ux‘ .P(\S,g;

have beoen a demousiration
of streuzth for . the Meos’
bonefit. -

During the -commudo
raid, informed  militmy .
sources indicale, CIA por-

sonnel called in American
aiverafi to destroy the CIA
buildings rather than allow
the encmy to copture sonsi-
five equipment. During the
bombardment more than a

score of Moo saldievs were

kilted.

The attack increased the
size of the exodus alreedy
going on in the Long Cheng-

Sam Thong 'nc'l Then,
three weeks later, duving

the nizht of March u-G, colt-
mandos struck at the DLon
Son refuree logistics center,
20 rmailes southwest of l.ong
Cheng. ILittle damazs
dounz to the bhase, according
to goverament spokesmen,
but the raid on the highly
vulnerable center that had
replaced Sany Thong—which
had been abandoned under
pressure a year agfo--sent
{housands more flecing.

Havassment fire and
ground probhes against scoves
of pro-government posis
within  the Hf0.squareauile
arca ave reported daily, Dan
Na, north of Long Cheng

and called the “key” to cap-
ture of the CIA base, is un-
dloe virtual sicge by a'.'(.-uery
and rockets.

Visitors 1o Ran Son, or
“sita 272" as U.S. spokes-
-men call it, say the Ameri-
cani working  there  ave

cady to shandon it “mo-
menterily” and have beon

issved  cavhines to eairy.
They return 1o Vientinus
nizhtly.

Aracricans  working  at

Ban Son say that any fur-

ther attacks would bring to-
tal aoavdonm nt of -the
bases. .
waugec‘ olficers in the
{icld are not optimistie of
their chapces to ba of fur
ther service io the Meo
They - note the nnrthward
drift of the tribe out of their
avea and acknowlzdge that

a large section of the moun-

taing south of Luang Px'\-
banz is occupied by Meo

who have shilted allegiance
to the Pathet Lao.

v Although Ama

population.”

S‘TA'ITINTL
R
reach. en pecoinlnOQALON
with the Pathiet 120 f()l‘(_

and  swiaptinizors in the
ared, just s {hoze southenst
of T.any Prabong  have
done, - )

ican mili-
{ary sources in - Vientiane
say Long Cheing, Vang Pao's
headguarters and th“ key
base in Northern Laos, i
d"’cr‘si.)le i no one goof
badly,” the CIA is known to
“be lmlldmg 2 lovlend sit
for its operaiious. I{ has a

La 2

‘ready moved muctt of the

sensitive  cauiprocnt  away
from Y.ong Cheud.

“Ag familics of Meu sol-
diers move away from Long
Cheng for safcty the base
Is lell without ils buflfer
against direet atiack—-and
desoriions zre climbing as
soldiers leave {o accompbany
farailies”” & recent Western
visitor to {he arcd reports,

Americanr officinls in the
area have bzeome frank in
sdmiliing that the RAleo ei-
viians serve az bulfers,

Such use eof the Llco ig

sald to Do the only real
tfepic ¢f discussipn among
the 1inor “deo chicfs at
prescatl, as they reoalize how
badly the fribe has been
hurt in the past dzcade and
seerch for aliernziives,
. Since- 1820, when Vang
Fao alh-d.d third of the
Moo clans with tha CIA, “at
least 40-50 per cent. of the
rien have bzen killed and 25
per cent of the woren have
fallen as casualtics of the
var,” out of an estimated
400,009 Meo, eccording to
lzmy ar's 'xcnu dy subeom-
mittee report on refugecs,

Bizine W. Jensen, the act-
Ing area eoo:"hxtzlor for
U.S. AID at Dan Son, has
said, “I have a bunch eof
scared people. When civil-
ians start geltinz killed it
has quite an effcet on the

STATINTL

. Vietnamese commande raid Edwin MeKeithen, & U.S.‘ . - -
&dalnst TL.ong ChLTlE" on Feb. -AID I'CrU"“e worker, $ays : . .
.14, when sappets blew up  the Meo will eventually ]\r\v :

; aistics  wapchou 1 q ‘o o
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By ]m‘?. /iuc: 2rgon

“Qur negotiators in Paris
have been restricted to thelt
most  routine . intelligence

about the war they ave sup-
posed to be sctiling. This has
led to some grumpin" inside

the delegation over the diffi-

cully  of megoliating in the

darlk, . ’
The Yaris delegation re-

ceives ouly a routine intelli-
gence digest dealing with the
Victnam war, The top-wcut
stulf~-balitle oplans, position
-papers, contingency plans and
pnhmm king documenis—
aren’t sent to Pavis,

-The air slrikes at missiie
sites, antlaiveralt  emplace-
ments and other tactical tar
gels in Norlh Vietnzm in late
November, for' example,
‘caught Ambassador David K,
E. Bruce completely by sw-
prise. ITe rveceived his first
word of the atlacks from the
'North Vielnumese,

This left him poorly pre-

‘pared to handle the North Vi-

etnamese delegation's profests
in Paris, The Communist nego-
tiators let Ioose a propazanda
blast, threatening to stonewall
the. tallfs

Az‘nbassador Bruce asked ur.
gently for more details ahout

,,a ";, TR TG
" : l. s u - }I,;

the raids. He needed the Uack-
ground information t{o help
him respond to the Commu-
nist charges.

His request was forwarded
by his military liaison nian,
ILt. Gen, Julinn Ewell, in a
“flash” message 1o the Penla-
gon, ) .

Admiral  Thomas Moarer,
the Joitit  Chiefs ehairmaun,

sent back a detailed account
oJ. the raids from the \v ashing-
ton Post. The reply
garded in Paris as an insulting
messeade  to Bruee that he
=ho“ld be satisfied with \'hat
he reads m the newspaper

Poet’s New Quut

Beat poel Allen Ginsherg,
tho ux Nappy - hippie, has em-
harl upon {he new role of
J'm-'esti;; tive reporter in pur-
suit of evidence thal the Ce:
tral Intellizence Armeney s
supporting the opium racket
in Lacs.

Givsberg, sandalled and bald-
ing, his lonz beard stveaked
with  white haivs, has even
managed to interview the se-
clusive CIA director, Richard
Helms, about -the CIA's sus.
pected opium smuggling.

Helms vigorously denied his
agents ave flying epium out of
Laos. But Ginsberg has .col-
lected a thick packet of con-

YU5 e

.

documents,

in order to keep them r's..mg

gaainst the Communists.

letter

oSt N

-STATINTL

b M

[ A e B

5 e (LFes

lravy evidenee from exCIA
men, Stale Deparimient in-

forinants and classified T.N.

The poot's theory is that the
CIA has been compelied to
help the opium farvacrs in {he
mouniains of Northern Laos

the Communizts

The CIA bas 1c'ls~d a 10530
men army  from  these lieo
tribezmen. Without (heir
cpium trade, they nighl te-
juire muassive U.S. peouemid
aid.
Informants have lodd Ging-
berg  that  the renegide
Chinese Nationalists in Neoth-
ern Lieos and Thailand zlso
male their Yying from epium
The CIA would like o keop
these  Chinese  aclive, too,

Poet’s ranzformntion
We  discovered Gi!:..::‘:;i 5
transformalion from pest

to

our office, clad in his h
garb, secking proof of k
pium story. To'pur sy
ris delatled files and pr ;
cuestions wore tho.u&ah.)l

o]
VT
H

2,

professional.

He asked us for acopycof a
that has disappezred

eranment Operations Subeoin-

STATINTL

mittee. The lelter, writlon M
a furm“l‘ CIA  employep
named &, AL Mustard, (1"‘]""!
that cﬁOLILh Vicinam's  Vies
President . Ngujen Cao Ky
once flew opiwm out of Laos.

The New York Times and
Ramparls magaving, vihich e
also working on the opivm
story, had called us zbout the
letrer. Bul Ginsborg canie to
our office and pressed iu per-
son for the missing u.ult-u N

We dug a photostat of the
letter, addressed to {ormer
Sen.. Ernest Gruening  (D-
Alaska) out of our files. It told
ho Ky, during hiz wissions
25 an Air Foree colonel, “took
advautage of this situation to
fly opium from Lazos to Sal-
gon.”

My associaty, Les Whitten,
verif ud several details in tha
lIetter butl could come up with
no additional evidence thot Ky

ongazed v opium smuyzling.

’lhe colorful South Vietnam.

muciraker when he came tolcac Vice President also denied

the charge

But the vragred, beardsd
Ginsherg tucked a copy of 1ha
letter into his impressive pert.

folio and strode off foran ine

terview with VW :dter Pincus, a
former Senate Foreign Lolu-
tions- inv c\tlgator W m inside

from the files of Scnate Gov-|information on Indochina.
© 1971, Bal-21cCly

ve Syndlgate, Ina,

o
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'Master Of Decelt
Editor of The Bee—=Sir: Once more
the Nixon administration is proving
to be inconsistent in the information
“they give the American public and
‘newsmen. One of countless examples
‘is the invesion of Laos, where the
enemy knew what was coming, but
~the American public and newsmen
did ,not. ,
The ‘military machine in Washing-
“ton and Saigon is so powerful -they
. are able to channel whatever informa-
“tion suits their purpose to the Ameri-
‘can public and newsmen. /
As we now kuow, the CIA was in
Laos years before the Vicinam army
invaded Laos. ‘
The adminisiration says there are-
no American combat forces in either |
Laos or Cambodia, yel the bomber pi-
lots, fighter pilots, helicopter gunship
pllois plﬂs the inielligence teams, ad-
visers and maintenance crows on the
ground ave part of American combat
forces. To_ split hairs when it suits
their purpese is making the credibil-
ity gap worsc than ever. ‘
The political analysts say President
,Johnson was a master of persuasion; .
"they should call President Nmon a
master of deceit. g

i

A CURTIS WALDROP,
Sacramento,
Gt o ke B
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College Press Service (NACLA
SUVietnomization,” the imva
ot . r-l, NTILERY ' r .3 »y
eupution of tge stelions o Combodia wid
‘Laos by U.S.-directed Saizon forees, is but
the most blatant exaniple of a government
t'lCtl\. which e mp.'ﬂ s foreign mercenaties

dan and o

"and'the armies of client regimes as a major

foreign policy instrument,
In Vietnam, for instance, American
funds hove been used to pay the expenses
of South Korean, Thai and Philippine
troops as well as Spigon’s million-man
army. Woshingten*has paid the regimes of
South Korea and Thaikind $1 bitlion cuch
to use their soldiers jn Viztnom. Fuither-
more, various minarity psoples inhabiting
the -}nghla.\ds of central Indochina have
been mobilized into ClA-commanded *ir-
regular™ armics to bear the Lrunt of the
fighing in Laos and northwestern Viet-
nam. Similar tactics have been ewployed
by the U.S.in Bolivia, the Conzo 2 .1d CUOI
{the Bay of !‘igs).

Substitution of marcenarizs for Areri-
‘cai troops -in counte 1in>ur~"m warfars
has many advantages for the W hu House:

opposition to- foreign operations

is reduved because UlS.-involvement is less
visible and costly; opposition abroad s
reduced because people are not confronted
with the overt presence of -American
expeditionary forces; and foreign troops
cost the U.S. much 1‘“ to maintain,

These beneofits were summed up‘by
formsar Defonse Q‘cuh:y Clark
can unusually candid statzment to. the
Congress Jan. 15, 1969: “Clearly, the
overriding goal of our collzctive defonse
efforts in Asia must be to assist our allizs in
" building a cvpabilgt) ta defond themsolves,
Besides costing substantially 1333 {an Asian
soldier costs abaout 1/15 as much as his
American countgrpart) there aie compal-
ling political and piycholdzical advantass
. on both sides of the Pacific for such a
nhlmv

domestic o

The cost of m':run“rvmmn 117.3 been
stacaering: Pentdoon fizues indicate that
between 1950 and 1968 (he ULS. provided
SEI bitlion o weapons, supplivs, training
and cash to rightist third world atmics
under  the Military, Assistance  Proc-iin
(MIAD) - aund this amo udas
nam-related military aid.

_. mﬁ"ﬁiﬁﬁ%pérﬁﬁ‘él FOER

~

vl

c.oUYt

MADP

201

-Honest John rock

: Clitfford in

ggserzod‘i 7(55?64@?6@
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20,639 tanks, 3460 process of mercenarization. The san

p'i%réf boa.(s 0o
ots and 2,088,000 rifles. tons are performed in the police assis
e

lhrouglk‘ h_lv Foreign Mn.xtu.y Sales pro-  programs by the Office of Public §:
gram (FMS8), the Peuntagdn has, also” ex-- k2 US, Agency for Internatioral De \,»‘I‘m-

tended  credit to selected third world
countrizs for the purchase of additional
military hardware, As pact of the AP and
icl;fsgntc]:}-dll)f-{::};\‘;'113‘31}&;}M;‘:l has 29“0(')51{; F‘ﬂf.{?fry prasznce, t'he Nixon admiuis't.ra-
for‘x ) nu!nt'wry p’lmmwl 1'1 Alllh s oo L:m is trying to modernize and strenzgthen

» < and gy picrcenary ariies abroad. This puhv.

went (UQAID) aud by resident I’me
S:fet_v dvisors {n recipiznt countrios
In order to further reduce direct US.

abl}ogf the past t'cv"')"w;‘-s a buc.':ut- ﬁi’? &:-‘_call-:-d “Nizon- Dourn A rcqu'!-.;; !
Sl yest intreose In thie MAP fu: 1d ne. “Viet-
omtxmm Cougress hus limited the militsy  mmization™ alone will cost another Sé
assistance appropristions to $350 million Pilion in- the nox 2V yoars te
annually (this amount excludes payvmants E:’Lcﬁggqf?angn r‘;x”t cf;,\L ay;:d:-bs’tu?wltlid
to “frec world™ troops in South Vietnam, §$1-2 billion. . )
legi[q;lli Cl‘;iwljrt\::\q . [‘"i“fr‘lb "“1 ::U:(;‘)';qu. MAc}cordinch;. the administration Is ex-
priation). Of this amount, 72 \o h: s[lnl~L F t-“¥ fo o CO:'(H 3 to epprove a
i : s L i v S‘.’ prlvimental adlitery assistone appropnia-
aliocated to the four “forw:zrd-m‘f-‘nv which may ex ecd the original $350
countries’"-South Korea, Tuivan, Tdrhey willion MAP outl:i.}. l
and Greece--which cor 1sfmm the main s -In describing  the - administeation’s
tays aguinst “COI"I'lthf aggression.”  eefense SLF»_L»”} to Congaress, Defense
A“noth;‘r 10% goes ta Spain, Ithiopia and Seoretary Melvin Laird stated March 10
the illlwpll“‘ —Ih» rund'.r.mg lS/u IS 1370 that: “The b‘blC pQL g} of deer ‘:c,x'n\;
divided, fn the fiseal 1971 program, Lels girect U.S. militacry involvement cannot be
veen 41 odditional coun trics. saccessful unless swe “provide our friends.

. ¥ 2
Argaing that police constitute the “first zid allies] whather through grant aid or

1o » -y Teqcr , .y . . .
line of defense” ezainst Insurgency and eradit sules, with the material assistance
subversion, tha USS. hasalso establisfied a oessary to assure the most effective
massive progiam of foreign police assist- passiblz contribution by the manpower.
ance. Heotween 1961 and 1969, :the US they are willing and able to comniit tO

a e Sillia: .”-.. Frar - :
spent over $236 million on th Is program to” ghair own and the commmon defensa. \[qn\j

provide third world police fOI‘Cs‘S with of them simnly do not command the
modarn communications equiniaegn ..J fesources or technical capabilities to as-
TaS T es ok amya e n z H ]
"cf““ﬁ‘;“1“’.‘“”,“”‘” _t gear. ,! in th suas greater rcspx,nsxb lity fo‘ their own
case of MAP aid, this assistance has 5»3 f“u.uS" without such assistance .
supplemsnted bv training pro"nma in ths “The challenging aspects ot‘ our new
ai nact
USBan abroad. r , policy can, therefore, bast be achic n.d
1raa 3
ctween 1961 and 1969, 5547 thitd when each pariner does its shere and
W cen A - : 2 . .o
world p\r:onn‘.l vOrd trauw in U.S. contributes what it best can to ths con-
ST o o [, F
facilities at the International Police mon effort. In the majority of cases, this

Academy in- Washington, D.C.; the FDRI
National Academy, Qunmlco, Vu., the U.S
Post Office Dept. Sciantific Investization
Lab, Washington; the Internationgl Police tmining, technology znd specialized skills
ervices  School, Washington; the U.S. pyrished by the United States through the
Coast Guard Training Center, Yorktown, -Militsr ry. Assistance Program or as Foreian
Va, and the Coast Guord Academy, Now Militory Sales.” According to Laird, the
London, Coan.; the Criminal Iu ‘ti’u*io'l MAP is “the essentinl ingredient” of the
Lab, \"as‘unnon, and at Solthern IUi mon Nixon policy it we. .’.11'; to honor our
UI\LVul’b’tV » v " :ooblizations, support our allies and yet
The Military Assist ance Program,is reduse the likelihood of having to conl-
administered by a resident military as_mt- mit American ground combat units.”
ance advisory group or military. mission ia
each

mians  indigenous manpower. organized
io properly equippad and well-trained
amed forces with the help of material,

252 3 -
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troops who will uss the equipmznt fucaish-
Aedr by MAP and generally otersee’ the

. - .

&



. Rochelle, N.Y.,

- Cemunittee, T
.in recent months by the

“gan the sceoind half of iy tezm. has b

I 2655

and the dedication to survive even this ter-
ribie blow,” concluded XMr, Sims,

As condolences pour In from Prosidents
and heads of statrs from all paris of the
world,-the hody of Whitncy Young is being
relurned to Amerjea {n o KC-123 jet irans-
port ordercd by President Ni"o'J The plans
{s eommanded by Priz. Gen, Daniel James,
Jr., the highest 14.11;1*10 bhc:. man in the Air
Foxce now Depuly Lssistant S:e retary of
Lefense for public affairs,

Mr. Young, whosze residence was in Ne‘.v
was married to the former
Margaret Buckner. He leaves two daughters.

MR. l’lj'Fl?RSO‘*'S ASS IGL MENT

HO. F,.JS'“ £R L WOLEE

. OF NEW YORK :

IN THE HOUSH OF REPRESERTATIVES

Thursday, March 18, 1971

Mr. WOLFE, Mr., Spraker, like many of
nmy colleagues on the Foreizgn Affairs
I have been very conecerned
Nixon admin-
istration’s lack of a clear and coherent
foreign cconomie policy, I was, thevefore,
heartened by the decigion of the Presi-
dent earlicr this year to set up a Coun-

_cil en International Economic Policy, and
his appointent of Petor G, Paferson as |

Excculive Divector of the Council.

Mr. Peterson's past record speaks for
itgeli—he served ably as chalmnan of
the board of Bell & Ilowell, and has
done much to show that lﬂtwmc s leaders
can contribute unulh/ to the formula-
tion of public policy., I hope he will be
guccessful In his latest task, which will
be to coordinate tha Council on. Inter-
national Fconomic Policy as it establishes
guidelines for other Gevernunent ofiices
to follow in this erca. In p'u‘tmmr, Iam
hopeful (hat there will B2 a reasressment
of the program to control U.S. dircet in~
veslment abroad—and we should net, in
my judgment, impose mandatory con-

trols on investment and lending,
The iMarch issue of Fortune magavine
countained an editorial which points

cozently to the policy questions, which

should ke examined, and I include.the

cditorial at this point in the Rzcown for

the information of my collesgues:
Mz, FETERSON'S ASSIGNMENT

One move President Nixon made as he be-
d

less trumpeting than it dessrved. This we
10 set up o Councll on Internciional Eco-
noemtic Po”(‘) conslsting of five Cobinet Ofi-

cers and five membs of the White Ilouse
staff, with the Presldent himself fs chzir-

nian. The cxecutive dircetor of the council
wHl he Peler G, Poterson, who will also
Thave the title of Agslstant to the President
for Tuternational }.xOI\OJ’l\. Affoirs, As chalye
man of the board of L2l & Howell, Peters
son had the reputation of belng, In N &
words, “one of the ablest chial e

cers of this generation,” e has q"»o wornsd
crs can

ard ab proving thot business load
make a usgeful contribution to th
of public policy-~for mpsle, o
of the Covmmisslon on Fowndatic
vate Philanthropy, v.-iﬁr*l\ has
sosme useful change

recoe mu e‘m*d
s 1n the texation and rege
wlation of thoss h LiLLf:.ic‘)o.

In his hew Job, Petorson 1s taking on a
misslon Lhnt stll noeds
The U.S.

the’ sen»e (-f

£

cE ;l‘gy in
it ond ¢
is nothing
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'economic-113'.1.‘t-te."s i the w

-and thie col

sintent on its own advantage,

irly Geldned”
sck ol plin«:l')lﬂo 'md goals, There

STATINTL

fwzy about the zsic chjcetives of domestic
euonormc policy-—to cchieve full employment
3 st:.b r—though, of course, there

tir m to those go 5. Bub =n 1t coines to
32, the
U.8. posture secms vazue and confused, In-
deed, the current, very under dabic pre-
ccoupation with domestic probleins has dis-
couraucd publie discusslon of international
economic issues, -

Yet the U.B. capnot remaln indifTerent to
these lssues. With the world’s economic in-
terconnections and interdependenca growing
ever nore impormnt our dumra ic prosper-
ity, not to mention the profits and growth
prospects of most large corporations, ¢an be
profoundly affected by what happens in al-
most every part of the globe. We have seen
vivid evidence of thls In recent weeks, when
an lmpesse in the Telran oll negotiations

'thro:'.tencd all the leading Industvial nations

with an interruption in \1*.:1 furel supplics,
s¢ of Rolls-Royce in England '
reverbarated 1hrougnout the U.S. erow"cc
incdustry.

A sense of such Int Cl‘d@“GLId"llCu 1s heard
to ﬁnd in Washivgton, The articulntion of a
istent n'\tion;l policy Is thvwarted by a
coniliet of ny Interesis—some cconomie,
some military, snd some diplomatic—ezch
and by the
diffusion.of ofiicial respor bi”ty for estoh-
lishing the U.S. posit tion on eritickl questions,
Alare than sixty federal departmeits .,nd
ageneles are Involved swith c'cc:"lfm making
international cconornie arca, from the
s Dopartinent's 13 cial
: 155 16 the Trensury, whese top odiclals
do 1\) e &s diplemats {n International mone-

B irs, The rezuid Is that the U.S, speaks
withh meny voless, often Iiiconsisient, and-the
worid 1)"‘b \.muo. e getting them nge. When'
missary of J n's Prime Minister
to came over fall to dizcuss a
nent limltling tle exporis to the
U.5, he Iiad to tom_h baze with Conugress-
mien, the Comupierce D tment, the S*"cc
Department, and several ofices i the White
Iouse to find cub what the U.S, nfmt!aii'lw

position was. His tnability to get a clear an-
swer may heip to explain \"h no toxlile
agreement has yet been rcachrd

- AN AGENDA FOR DLCISIONS |

Mo one e\‘uct Dete Peterzon to supersede
all those fedaral agencies, But the President

has explicitly assizned the Counc‘
national 1womic Folicy the T of laying
cdown g nes for other *o‘m ment ofices
to follow, Tha couneil will be {n & position
to study critical policy quesilons with a
thorouzhness and detachment that has been

1 on Inter-

lac-mt7 up to newe, The agenda might start

g

off .'1t‘1 these Htems:

Tha demend by varleus
protecting will ke heard ogaln,
wistently, In this session oI Cor
on's staff showld grasp the chance to
shift the foecus of attention from the plight
of Individusal Indusiries to a sort of systems
analysis of what all the propeszad Import
quatas vonld n n fo‘- the cconomie wel-
fare of the U.S, av. wholg-—very much in-
cluding the we of consumers. And
much more lght 1 i3 to e thrown on the
mteum.uonal ¢onse 1LIP‘IC€= of U.5. quotas,

Will other natlons retolinte end therely
conslrict U.S, erport markets? RMight there
be such a ghrinkage of world trade thiat €co-
nomic activity mde show everywhaere? A
tt‘o‘nw*‘l contemplation of all the pessibil-

Industiles for
sicl

more
. Pe-

ities > U3 to scok other ways
" to help be}" feghta U.S. Industries, for.ex-
ample, by ater wen of fod-
eral  “adj e2’”  to retrain
Workiera anfes Inereazo
«thelr e ‘c ror get !m‘o ticw produets.,

I ul"“)s tm, mo_, i cu”’ gubstions in {n-
leron cconoic poll involve relo-
tlons with Japen, \Ul‘.cn prezists in eoupling
an (.ur.e"oh trudb afensive with r-.’uc-

out the mzans of get-'

names

t*nce to cpen 1ts own flourlshing ceonnimy
to fereign gdods and foreign Invesitent,
The U.S. siill laciks a comprehienzive eco-
nonye diplomacy to deal with the Japsucse,

The program of cuntroliing U.S. dircet in-
vestnient and limiting lending awoad, in
the name of correcling the b\[ﬂFCC of-pay-
ments deficit, has failed in ifs alin while sub-
Jecting busivess to lrritation and conlusion
(g2 “"Copitnl Is Something That Doesn’t
Love a Wall,” IPorruxng, Pebruary), It is
high time to recensider the polley. '

With no improvement In our p”x}mcn.,b
defielt, dolizrs have been piling vp In rce-
ord amounts In foreign rultral banks. The
palience of European central bankers is
growing thin. Some are alrba:ly proposing
that no more Special Drawing Rights (“pa-
per gold”) be created until the U.S. deficlt
is brought under control. Another “dollar
erisis” is by no means out of the .question,
and Woshington ought to be thinking ur-
. gently about how to vert it.

Ths Common Market {5 In the xmdst_ of
momentous deliberations that are like
lead to an expansion of s membersh
a cioser intezration of Western Burops., The
U.5. stould he more graclous in welcoming
this movement toward a stironger, mm-o
self-reliant Furope, while at the samne time
exeriing Inflwerice to counter any Butopean
tendency to raiso barriers against outside
goods and capital, o

Uhere has‘Deen a grodual relaxatlon of re-
siriction on commerce with Communist

cowntries, end American subsidiaries abroad
are now permitted to trade even withh Red
Chi;n PBut U.S. busineszmen are fm 3

ingly iImpatient with {1}
remsin, espectally since thoere zecms to he no
commcl.;5 political reeson for thelr contln-
uance.

These are only a few of the many quns-
tions that have laln in the limbo of poliey
making, When Peterson comes to recom-
mend responses 1o them, we hope ha will be
guided by a contral high prineiple: that it is
in the best interest
be encouraged to continue its multinational
drwﬂgm.uc and that cnvnml and tschuol-
ogy b2 permifticd to muove ever more freely
roughout the world. Im smne Instances,
adoerence to this principle 'will -meoan over-
r nerrovw domestic pol
Peterson may be stepping Into
one of the toughest Jobs In Washington,

PARADOX OF WAR

HEHR ) lz‘s..i'.i) W.
OF MICITIGAN
IIOUSD OF REIDESENTATIVES
Th;usday, March 18, 1971

Mr. RIEGLE, Mr, Speaker, in today’s
Wslh Strest Journal, tneu, is an oxcel-
lend rews story by Poter 23, Kann peinb-
ing oub some of iha t1 e c CONSEPIENCLS
of American policy in In‘.cchm,n &5 the
driante continues about our c:f.panded in-
velverment, in Laos, I would like to bring
this article to the attention cf my col-
Icomnes because, I belicve, it is a stariling
accomt of the war's toll on that country

and its pcm}le A copy ¢f the article fol-
10u->.

Parznox oF WaR: OpTIatIsnT 1m0 VI Anry, FEAR
1% Laos Porws Ue AMBIGUITIRG ¢F BATILE
(By Peter R, Kann)

" QarsoN.—“Our army Is litte a racehorse, It
hies Been fed and groomed and frained. Bug
it ¢s at stoy In the stable forever, We have
Tis the race, and we wiil win,” Scuth Viet-
32 president L\gu)c.n Vorr Thisu told a

couple of hls eabinet n nnhwr; last wee

IN s
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Fear in ;‘;,Jaos 3
Ambmun les of Battle
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V&Tha'l;’s Ceod for One Uomino
Isn't Always Good for All;
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'1‘}% ‘Colonel Loses Xis Way

By Putkr L. KANY
Staff Reporter of THe WALL STREUT
SAIGON-—-“Our army is like a1
has bees

T JOURNAL

1 fed ang grommned &nd trained, But it

in the stable fovever., We have

‘risk ed the roce, and we

“ylla

caunot stay

naiiese President \'vu‘e\ Van Thicu fold a.
couple of his cabinet miunisters last week, |
“Our army Is like the v ater falo. If &
farmer cannot fead his buffalo, how can it
work his fieldst Our so'diera have been fight-
in’ for 20 years, T ..‘y are tired. They cannot
‘even aﬁgnd enocugh rice to feed their faaniliss.
ir oxt,,o 577 a Lao-
tors lo his Vientlans

tian general teld two visi
nof long age.

The zuolezical similes say something about
the contrast in meood and etlitude that one findy
these days in the gdifferent deminses of Indo-
¢hina.

In South Vietnam there Is sggressivencss
and optitnism. In Lacs there is confuslon,
.doubt. u.l\d fear, Both countries have }ived with
war for two decades. Bul in Vietnam risks
are expected: The
word “viclory' i3 entering the official voc J)u-
lary, In Laos an optimist 15 & 12n who thinks
things may not g,u much worss,

Buying Ains . . .

Saigon’s optimlsm or overoptimism—
stems from soveral faclers: continuing pacifl-
cation g;ain:, relative political trar ity, an
tncrecasingly stablilized ecouomy. mainly
it's due to the South Victnam army (ARVN)
inciusion on the Ho Chi AMinh Trail. The six-
week-0ld camipaign into the trail aves of east-
ern Laos {5 far from 1‘(;111}' cutting the broad
trail complex. But despite the ARV refreats
of recent days, llll'ltal_,’ ofncm.ls in Vietnera
belisve they already have seriously disrupted
the Novih Vietnshiese avmy supply lins “and
thus the enemy’s future plans.

The ARVN eampsizn, it's clalmed, R buy
tlme for the gov erument o! South anu:s.m to
turther strengthen its army and further paclfy
its countzys'. s without fear of a major ensmy
ofiensive, This i3 partlcularly fmportant with
national elections  looming fu South Vislnam
this fall. . .

ABVHN trcops and U.S. f‘l'e?‘(fncl‘ ave gald to
have alv e«,ay‘ killed more than 6,000 C'" ninunist
soldiers in the trail area. Bub ARVN, tco, han
teben heavy casunllied. MMors than 720 of ils

being taken end rewards

vk
tiv

."-AL c-
best soldicrs have been killed and three times

that number have been wounded: And for all of

c"L*gon s opt X é

revar coutt BRREAYE FAERefeasy-
Am'uc'«n air support, from troop-ferrying heli-
copiers to saturation bombing midg. ARVN'g

*air support ¢

‘We Are Tived, So Tired”

. Salgon now are ocoupying

. -

‘terapor ary cecupatlon of the Tchguou, avea, &

W o

key lmb of thz ¢ “*11 corasten about 75 miles falo

1.205; was 1anre impressive as & damonatration
of U.8. air mwhilily aud pawsr than {a terms ol
ARVN  conibat capability., Indeed, ARVX

troops withdrew, Al various low; peints in t]w
Leos campaign, ARVN conmunanders have
grumbled zbout insufilcient eir support, but
it’s worth remembering that Nerth Vistnam's
forces are completely Viclnamized and have no
a1l. -

“Poing Mother YWell Whese Lm S"

Newermo‘e:' ARVY  units " that  several

years ago Iacked tho capn r-ll _,' aud confidence

to venlure info ¢cue from

tiong asteids the

my sirons “Ol(:a not far

Jlogistics lifelina of the Nouu Victaamese army.

racchorse, It

> will win,” South Viat. .

Amerleans, Vietnamization m

“Vietnamese nor the

And even If ARVN forces withdraw back ints
South Vielnam well hefore the May monsoon
rains begin, they will ka2 able to cl"‘.xn soma
lirnited suceoss.

Meanwhile, the mood of opthmism In Szigén
is reflected in IPresident Thicu's recent threats
to invads Nowth Victnam. 7The threats ere
widely viewad a5 having teen made for domes-
tic political ‘effzct (and no such invasion could
fake placa without heavy Amearican support).

But it i3 parhaps sizniilcant that only two

13

years ago, during the enamy’s Tel ofiensive,
Fresident Thricu had to reossure his pzople that
Fy

nt diree

Tire Sodth Vietname

he could defend Szigon
eze pre doing mtzm. well these dnys. The
North Vielnwimese are a bit oul of breaihy” I
says o Invopean diplomat who 15 far {rom an
avid Saigon supporter,

If there is 2 !t.ﬂl danger in South Vietnam
these days, perhaps it is overeptimism.
,n_-,- si mly meEn
an honorzble way out ¢! a regrotiable war, Lut
to tha South Vislnomess 1\.“(10;‘. Hip, Vietnamli-
zation inerecesingly seor to mean military
vietory., With or without good reason, the Laos
invasion has tended to bolK er this attitude.
“We are six feet tall now,” crowed a South
Vietnamese cabinet minister last week.

No Ovcropuuusm in Luos .

Overoptimism is no danger in Laos, nO' v in
its 25th year of a losing war., There's nothing
dramatic about the Lacs conflict. For exarpla
only 30 or =0 Laotian soldiera die each we:ix-—
not much of a casually count compared with
the Iatalities in Vielnam or Cambodia, Bul
then Laos is a country of only about 2.5 million
people. On a.per capite basis , recent Lantizn
los would compare with mfuc- than g,ooo
AuxtrlcaJ batilciield deaths a week. .

It’s this undramatic but inexotabls dsath
count—and the plight of some 709,600 Laotians
who have bzen tuimed Into war refugees—tis
makes Laos in many respeets the most tragie
theater of the Indochina war, even If it olten
appears to bs a theater .of the absurd, Two
other factors compourd the tragedy. Ons is
that the Laotians have so little control over tha
operationof their own war., Ths Pathet Lao
{Laotinn leftists) are almost totally controlied
by the Novth YVietnainesa, And the Laotian gove
ernment is almost tptally dependent on Amer-
jca. . . -

‘e gecond factor is that neither the Norih
Americans are really inter-
except as a buffer and

0o

ested in T.aos at all, 2
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Th\. South Vistnamesz campaign U to the Ho

‘ CIA-ROFBOFINEOIR

To.

e

avea fits Inlo this palien
insursion is shaply en ireele-

Cnl Minh Frail
muu_, fu Tomos, (e g
vaney. The Lrall area of casloen Loos hoen'i)

Vecn Ul‘.dﬂ' Laotian contrel for at least four;
yeers, ¥ven a Norlh Vietnaines (.tp‘.ouw* fie:
Vientiane considers the trail asrce. “iatcrnn
tionalized.” And to rost Laotizng, Ssulh Viet-
nam s just the Iatesl n o Tohg list ¢f counled
thal have violaled Laos” papsy neulvalily: fivsl

and foremost Novth Vicinam, hut alse the U.S.,
Chlm., Thailond and even Cambodia, Tm«)fuw
neutrality has-been worn so thin that the off
¢ial Laotian protest agninst the South Vieinam-
ese incursion was a cullaborative cffolt Ly tiz
Laotian prime minister and (he U8, ambussa-
dor to Laos.

Somic Laotians, hawever, ave also worrisd
over rehercussions of the ARVN trail ﬂunmi
It's a sad paradox of the Indochine wer the L‘
whats good for one domino isn't shways geod:
for another, Thuz, some Laotizus fear t
ARVHN slrike may push North Viclnamese und
deeper Inlo seulliovn Loos (lo o safer {‘.I.,lull\,
from the Sculll Vielnamese le ier) or th
Haro! may be plomy'rd to scok 2 dramelic
victory of spme sort at the expenss of Ix
which 1z by far the soflest target in Tndochin,
The American-South Vietnamese foray inlo
Cambodia last spring coused North Vietnam to
expand its supply and sencluary system in
southernt aos. Aud last weel;, in a wmove that
may ralate to ths ARVE lrail cawmpsign, ths
North Vistnamese overran the last Laotian cul-
posl on ths str atogm Eolovens pinteau In ooulie-
ezt Laos,

“We Are Fired, Sn Tired”

The movd of 1 205 15 reflected at 5'11(» U\-
Yzt relatively secure Loaotian military base
Route 0, the same roule Novllh Vietnamese
Soulh Vielnaniesa troops are ballling over
rutles Lo the east. Only 100 miles down this r
lies KKhe Sanh, the. sprawling American |
tics hase for the South Vielnamese campa
and there the sky is thick with plauss
choppers. At-Seno, the cnly thing iu the air iz
an oncasional fly. -

The senlor officel on duty at the lavgely do-
gerted Scno base, once a French supply dopot
for the batlle of Dlmnvnphu is a ps ,l te I,‘m
tizn colouel who has com derable trouble loest-
inz his own position on his briefing 1map.

U\\'T-
are Kere?’’ lie says, his pointer weoving acvess
tha msp like 2 divin'ng rod zeching water.
“and hers ave 10, maybs 20, baltallens ef
South Viatnaniess,”” ho adds, indieating a
dinzts sbout 180 milzs from tie nearest ‘u..'
unit. “The South Vietnamese are killing Nowi:
Vietnamnse, which i3 good,” ha explaing, “out
then more North Victnamese will coine and tha
war will spread avd what will vwe do?”

A Sguthern Laootinn geneval, ideologicall$ in
sympathy with the Sonth Vietnamese, bhul con.
cerned over the fate of his Mekong Valley rice.
Iand L0 tha North Vietnamese should push, o
ba. pushed, further west, pubs it more wuo-
clnc‘.ly “Phe South Vietnamesn operation in
Laos i3 good for the Soulh Vielnamcse”
The CIA Tiyvacustes

If the North Vxetmmm., for mllitary or 10-
Hiical reasons, push west toward ths yapulous
R}Mekeny River plaln, there will b litlls to shap
thent but U.S. air power and ths Thal svmg
and that would probably mean the final cannt
balization of Laoa. “Veo are lits a cow in

L COCT-

N

.

coloneg! at Taik Se in southern Lm0s. “We avs

tired, so tired.”
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- McCloskey Plans
L] »ooa .
- To Travel to Laos
Rep., Paul N. McCloskey Jr.,
R-Calif,, a former Marine lizu.
‘tenant colonel and Koreun War
“hero, says he will travel to Laos
next month to ask some of his
old war buddics to tell kim
what's really goirg on there.
MecCloskey said this week {hat
sorae of the Marines he fought
with in Korea, or othervise’
knows of, now are civilian ern- :
Ployes of the Central Intelli- \//
‘gence Agency or {he Siate Dep-
" partment, and ave involved in,
tae Laotian eperalion. i
The Defense Department, the’
State Department, and the CIA,
refuse fo provide to congress-
men straignt information about .o
Laos, McCloskey said. ’ : S
McCloskey, o Republican, has .
said President Nixon should be
challenged constitutionally and -
politically for what McCloskey ' . i
calls illegal actions in Southeast|
Asia, . ,

.

e

.
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b .
s 'Ihe ttdck on the Phnonﬂ
Mercury Stalf Writer

Penh aupmt Jan, 22 by 50
Two analysts of the Indo-len demonstrated the sup-
_china war Tharsday s said port of local villagers and
peace is possible in Southeast ajrport personnel, he said.
Asia if the United States g0v-  The next logical step for
pegotiate for it the Nixon administration to:®
Ranning Garretl, Southeast take; Garrett conlended, was
- ‘Asia editor of Rampar tscmm asion of Laos.
ma (Ta71ne (thllf' a panel The CdltOl said that a news
‘discussion at San Jose State blackout on ILaos develop-
College, sald the biggast ob- ments leaves some que st\ona,
stacle to peace is the US. but he claimed there is evi- ,
gowlnmnnts reluctance %o dence that the Lacs army,
abandon its war str ategy. trained by the CM has been
Joining Garcelt in the dis- decimated and tha CTA b%c
“gussion were Chrig “Jenkins, at Long Cheng has beer
. a membear of me‘ Intmnatmq-fvacuat?d- :
al Volunteox ervices in Viel-!  “The crisis has developed
ndm from 1%3 o 1988, and:for President Nixon,” he
Karen McConnell of the Eastgaid. “If he is clearly losing,
Asia Stidy Center al Stan-not {0 escalate is to de-

SAN JOSLAppfrbved For Release 2001/03/04 CIA-RD
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Awerican -
protected urban arges,
panple wiio ate ad-
wocaling the peace terms of
These pcoplﬂ are

are many

the PRG.
the general populace
are not members o
or of the Communist P
the said.

Miss McConnell
{sino

B

TL

O‘ix“n have dc‘c ta

o
LAae

B QL T TP e Tl T
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“In South Vietnam in the,
controlied and

They
NLF

Darty,”

said U.S.
d evi-

thare

ucnce oE a new view emr‘t*
ing in Chinese policy in
Southe st Asia. : '
She said the Manist line on
warfare since 18i0 for
emerging mttom has haen
one of self - reliance. China

traditionally has offered en-

couragement to
nations, she said,
heen against massive
sion m auppff)lt of th m.

struggling

inva-

‘ford University.
Miss MecCannell
China’s po:sd)]ﬂ responses toj
the invasions of (,?mhndn
and Laos.
Their. appearances’ were;
part of the Conference onj
. Ecanomic, Social and Politi-
cal Survival, a week - long
program qpommed by St
dents for Feace and Free

,glon Y

Garrett S°r1 the Nixon war

suit of two goals — the ur-
banization of basically rural
South Vietnara aad the sub-

routes from North Vietnam.
Garretl ¢laimed the U.S.
and Soulth Vielnam were
losivg badly in battley for
strategic positions in boeth
Cambodia and Laos.. -

“In Camhodig, the U.S.
did not count on the peas-
ant revelution and the rap-
id growth of {he Nniinnal
United. Front of Cambod-
ia,”” he said. '

analyzed!

policy encorapassas the pur-

sequent control of the popu-
lace from urban centers and
the severing of the supply

escalate and that means to
lose the wav.” _ ’
Jle said the situation is the
same that President Johnson
faced, “You haye to escalal L\
Just to rezain the ground
you've already lost,” Gauett
l sald. .
! But he said he thinks the
\.al ternatives are fewer for
e~ Nixon, Possibilities he sees
are that the U.S. - backed
troops of the Saigon govern-
ment invade North Vielnam
or that the U.S. sever North v
and South Vietnam and Laos
with a nuclear contaminalion
zone, produced obviously by
a nuclear homb. .
Jenkins discuss ed the|
growing popularity in Somh'
Viethani of aneg otlatud;
peace, based on the deméands’
‘of the Provisional Revolu-
‘tHonavy Government of the,
|National Liberation Front.

[

|
-
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450 U5, Azents Help Direst

- 8oeret Guorrilla Forces

W e ot et

Ty PENRY AN

. Epeatal to Lz New York Times

CVIENTIANE, Laos, March. 11
A rmeonth after the cnomy
aftack on the Americen cowre
pound &t the noviharn Lzotian
military headquarters at Long
Ticng, the station chief, case
oificers zad other officials of
the American Central Intelli-
gence Agency contlnue {o per-

form their functions there andj
et other regionz! headquarters:

in Lzos.

Though it conducts only of-
dinary intelligence activities
clsewhere, "the CIA, in Laos
tulies an active part in manag-
dug en anmy ab war. This came

about beceuss tiie 1982 Geneval

agreemenl oa the neutrality of
Yaes barring foreign countrics
from playing 2 military role
ted the United Siates to turn
“over.its assistance to the agen-
ey with the groalest expericuce
§n undercover activities.
. The army functions separate
from the Royal Laotlon army,
which. is equally dzpendant o
Avierican locisiie support znd
3z equally finmneed by the
Unjiad  Hiates I3 com-
nandsd by the zeneral giall o
Vicntiane, The  clandastine
vy i3 composed lergely of
mountain tribesmen. Its most
active elerent are of the Meo
triba end its dorainant figure is
Maj. Gen. Venz Peo, who s
8leo tha principal lesder of the
Mso mnation and the com-
mander of the Military Region
Il of the Royval Laotion arimy.
ToRetween 150 and 175 CLA.
gpents stationed in laos are
believed to b2 engagad in help-
ing the guorilla army. They are
avzmented by eazents  who
“comrante from Udorn and other
‘bases. in neighboring Thailand.
Their work is coordinated by
the station chief. He and his
Jocal staff occupy the entire
gecond floor of the two-story
United States’ Embassy. The
- gtation chief at Udorn is re-
‘ported to occupy an important
put subordinate commmand fune-
tion in C.I.A. operations in
c3Ya0s thet is sald to” lead to
‘pecasional duplication and con-
“fusion in.the chain of com-
cenand, For operations involv-
Cdng the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the
gtation chief in Saigon i3 said

to have primary responsibility. | tined with total depandence on

~ Approved For Release 20013‘93}9%5@59{03@%‘6‘
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Profassionnle Praforred o
. Yor its work-with the Las;

landesiihe anm "

L

Caiznation-—-tha | stra-
z guzrrilia units-——the intel-
Yigance agency has eirzazed -
dor  two-year reacwaebl: con-
tracts a nuwbar-of former-rro-
fesstonal  soldiers—showing a
preference for men of the Spe-
cial Forces, ot Green Barels
and na
men W
with ihe CYA. Thair averads
' is around 30.
princip:s
1 are Long Tiong,
hat in the centor

17

nezy the southern tip, Long
i iztha moest active station,
becauss Gounoral Vang Toa's
suerrilla units, which are the
Jargest, ere sltaionzd  theve,
although sincs thz Fcb. 14 at-
fack most are spendiag theiv
nights in  Vinentians. lLong
Tieng has its own station chist.
¥le reports to the Vientiane
chief, who fizures on  the
diplomatic list as a &pecl
sistant to the ambassador.

The bully of thz agents are
casz officers,- each entrusted
yrith shepherding a combat po-
sition or unit of Gaparal Veng
Pao’s troops, whose preicat
strength is estimated at more
ithan 10,000.

Case  ofticers visit “thelr”|

units daity, to check on thair

s profer to ¢al by its|

cisposition and thelr nseds.
whey {ly out of Loag Tieng inj
helicopiers or STOL -— shost
take-off and landing--~planes
operated under contract Wiy
the intellizence agency by. Alr
Amarica and the Contincntal
Alr Services. -~ -

They consult with their Uhiﬁs;

officers, asceriain thely me2ds
in earms, ammunition, wwater
ard food, supplies, tactical air
support and helicopter of plans
transport for combat opera-
tions. They also help with troop
morale matters, ’
Althouzh th2 agenis carry
rifles or sidzaris and favor
camouflaza uniforms, their as.
sipmment do2s not include ac-
tive participation in comoat
cporadions. : .
In the past, there have bzen

frequent  violations, but the!
rarity of casualties indicat=aj
that thz rule is widely re-)

spected.

While counseling Gen, Vangf

voo.and his cfiicers; the CLA.
does not commaand his ariny at

03104 + CIA-RDP80-0
¢ LRI STATINTL

rines~~in  additioa to:-
3n caleavs hnve b?.en‘/

covthern panhazndie pud Paksei

any  level, - informaed  sourcns
ey, lactians who know the

s BeASI A

Moo gencral well say that his
pridz end t ¢
thinz more than an advisory
relain combat operations com-

mper rule out-any-g

After visiting their units, the
icors. return to Longl
hove Lhey atrange for

very of raquiica sups
supoivise  loeding of
danes or holeopters and subs
mit air support reguests to the
CLA., contractors and  the
United States Air -Torce oifi-
cers also posted at Long Tieng.

Once a week the stalion

" ehiaf 2t Loig Tieng submits a

report to his superiors in Vien- .
tizne and Udorn on the dispo-
sition of wll troops in the
clandestine army.

Case officers also work close-
ly with the Alr Force forward
alr controllers who {ly out of
Long Tieng and direct fighter-
bombers to tergets in ground-
£ pport missions, :

1601R000700010001-6
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VIS Nivﬁ, Iaos ) — A
»11}«11 shaould not build hiz
house ‘where the froge S crogk -
- cat night — if e (‘ﬂ“, s fam-
ily soon will sicken and d...
It is a sn'Ing o! the Lieo
tubma snvwhoinhahit the
mountain ; Aol
'but it is
E(’ lCO.' o
wn I tne vwl)e’,'.s whero
hn rains rculmvlatn in rice
paddies and stdgnant pacls
. “and-{rogs arg plexm,ul, hordes
'o.' rosquitos. spread melaria
and olher diseases, '

. Sfhe Lu hle i, thi

perh wps  for some. finie to

come,. the 230,680 Mieo face a

bitterr cho xce bet 7cen the
v

- whine of ‘mosquitos end the
v,hme of commumbt? ﬂt:.

Tno Meo are bei ny dmm
covm from the coul high
-ranzes of the north by a com-

o munist offensive that alws et
cdiminating them once aud for -
all as a military threat,

© . _The Meo have been fishtlag

ﬂe communizts since t!

) 1y 18603 w.:en the CIA roc

" ed Gen, Vang Pao, who t’ren

was a major in the L:

army, .to form &, guerrilla

force able tu protect a string

¢f sceret U.8, bascs and har-

ass communist stpply lines

into the Plain of Jars area, .

* The Meo ars a tribe of har-
d_/, semi-nomadle farmers and
hunters who traditionally have
Jived on precipitous, forested
"hillsides “at -alti tudes  above
4,600 -feet sinca they h 2an
migrating to southeast nsia
from central China Z‘.tuh, 1w
-centuries a30. : :

. They were Ideal fighters to
‘ defend the string of helicopter
ads, radar stations aral radio
mehitoring poiuts the Ameri

“ns euzb“:md on the moun-
tamto,).. of northern Laos to |
svpp o1t ths bombi UI came-
‘paign against North Vl"’iﬂm;l.

. REFUGEES t

.8, officlgls here w o W

- with thern APPEGVE ?pr

liked the comm v unists by
virtue of previ

rous encounters

‘the bulk of the Meo civilian

the wild territory.to re
‘relative safety of U
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at tif

s tima of

‘}"Si 1.1 confiie ted wi

3 1

yivgratory hebiis  and. their

e.cJ,.xcum for growling,
woking and trading epiunt

ly tham 1o the

.
.' h«‘ G t};;; \'!"’t,‘x STIng
. X

1o Gen,

7 3 .
Vang Pao and his guenills “and poppy.

iheir mountainous cuisests,

T Now, three years Jater, tho
comm: 1"1 5 are hammering
at tfie doors of their contral
headquariers of Long Cheng,
and they have already driven

chanze thair

.~

populations into the last range  padey
of mountains $ north of the Me-
kong River, ~ ’

In the pa»r m nth or =0, the
vommunist offensive on Long
Cheng and fts associated

" bases has produced onc of the

great reluges migrations of
the entire Ir‘(mrhm war, U.58,
officinls estimate that at lcast
100,020 people hava Lzen
forcad to pack thelr po .e cmd'
pans, put thelr pigs 0'1 al
and trek 23 to 26 miles gor
achn

nanced refugee deOS in the
outhern fringes of the moun-
tams. )

Two w cel.s ago, & co vn,n oA
thousands of women, childre
and old. poople came wivr
fire. Hundreds were wounded
and hmd;eds nmere died from.

the rigors of the jourrey, ' .
U.8. officials have 0 <t"ti:- I

‘tics, but they es timate that at |

.]east 1 pzr cent of the nn. ‘ .

gers dis In ij :mgmtion'
from fatigu2, exposure and
general hardsh ip. '

Even tho the Mno are essen-
mu,« a primitive people who
hve in thatch huts and have so |

turw drop lato the 35 &
night, Lven tho the Aniericans” °
mnd over $20 lequx 8 yeﬂr
to Ly ric 2 reofing meterials

and ¢ ‘m simp e ?11‘,‘.\&\.»5 and

088-63, when the . Meo still rmgt 1c?‘vw~1 their
tx:J reducing. houses afle
i clear land and put in
crops of ried, corn, vegatables

paltern 19 cope
lands way of life. Tha
cans have already bogun
trying to teegh soma of them
arming, tho  without
~yaueh sueeass. - :

STATINTL

1t is cold .1-1 norihern Laos
il

year, Tempera-:

-

refugees, the |

r val'y mo

9rmy the cormu ists have ) . o

-pushed the Meo southoward in But what s more significant
A e o thair futuve is that tbe Moo

a scries of violent assaults on | !

o s now are being “forced out of

the mountaing entirvely, and’
they raay eventually have to

whole cultural
with, o low-
Ameri-

N %bﬁﬁlﬁaﬁbﬁ CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6

new refuvee sites is not easy.
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Sthat the defenders

VIO

Raund The -:f.‘

o" o
" hara
the o Chii D¥nl

in the southorn panhandi

* Laotion - troops wers didven
Jast night from @ post kiown es

Josition - 22 end feom  three
sraaller s on the castern
cdae . of - Poloven: Plateau
after two duys of boambardmeit

by rockets, martars and recoil-
Jess. rifles an‘ "fl\)d”(k altacks.
i 5 80 milzs south
avhere
. are

s sadd

“heav, -f(:ff Vas pering
4 3 H I3
United States halicepter s *p-
rort of the South Victna

attack con the cnemy sug rﬂy«
“trail complex and also was
_cuiting down on ground fizht-
. irw] ) . <

- Militery “sources  reported
Of tha 1-010:

Aplateny, w

tiong == {Im.e
i

vei Plateauw po
Dattzlions of ga-catlad stea
“guerrilla units ~- had 1eruted

in relatively good order, taking

about 50 wounded with them,

No reports were available on.
the nunber of Laotian troops
killed becausc enemy fire des-
troyed the base communicaticn
center before the V,lunh(.\”ﬁ.r

Strategic guerrilla units —
which normally have about 300
men to a battalion - ars part
of the frregular army sponsoredl.
by the United St: dition, |
the United States, 1ndsariritas
the budget of the 1:;;.1°r mili-
tary forc,, the Royal Lootian
Army.

“The fall of Position 22 leaves
-the Government without a b?33
on the eastern edge of the stra-
tegic plateau. Frowm theve, suc-
veillance and rtaids could be
carried out by the guerrilla
un;tg against Route 1§, tha prin-
cipal western branch of tha TTo
Chi-Minh Trail.

The loss of the base p’OxL -
ably reduces the amount of in-
telligence on trail tmfnr* that
has gu\ded the United States
Alr Force in its missions against

B

s.Iru
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fAL

.

fmbeau Thics i
bn

cned

{hz

C‘Oi)u'o‘l of
Tosition 22

ronzest Lac ia
Ared, and its lo
z oV mnmcnt.x
tich 15

h"d’

i |

ii

ter ram f'*

Tad hoen. under
<imt lost De-
cow b o, b trong ground at-
tack then was ‘L aaterr off.
Amcrican and Laotian 1,10.1\ 3
wevs reporiad in action during

baiI03IO4 CIA RDP80 01

the Mbt batila.
SN mm(a"n«

~

n in the @on

of & Nn:th th
1-?:‘1*:79 reaction to Sonth Viet
nana's ration 1 1'1‘.-3 &

none region. te,

ov"v“urt fO‘LU"lf,S m noxtnmn

: to -be more
IVY cw"my pro

ea of Long Tie
un.l Dase of the ir-
army of mountain

(v‘ prin
iregula
Yribesmeén commanded by Maj.

Gen. Vang Pao, opthmisim is
growing that fhe Norta Vie

namese and Pathet Loo fow:s
can b2 held off Y'nuo until the

Mensoon rains ting in May
or June halt cnemy offensive

activities.
Thai Troops in Action

At least four bottollens of

Thai troops, in addition to thres
b Ut.»lm*\

from the northern

ha\c

ausumented

tain ‘I ao) tribe

Ti c ’Ih sl troops, who! {
ence in Laos is officially denjad
are occupying strong defznsive
positions around Long Tieag,
_lldlﬂ}h.) at Ban Na ’I‘ld Sam
to tha northeast.

“Thong
The Thai troops are reliadl y
reported to be Uﬂu“' the oper-

ational command of Geaoral
Vang Pao but are led by their

own officers, reportedly inc]ud-il

o two generals.

The soldiers are wearing

ut insigain or other,-identlty—
ing n"nkmga

"The Thai troops are supplied
<ﬂp.~1ate1} from the Laotian
wiits from the Thai Air Force
base at Udorn, which is oper-
ated by the United States Alr
Torce, Their ‘”np'w: reach the
“Thais daily by plaass opcrated

by Alr America a and Continen-
tal Air Services, companies un-
der contract to the Central In-
telligence Agency for the trans-
port and supply of t!
Statea-sponsored Laotian frrege
ulars. Thai supnlies are distrib
uted from a ssparate supply
facility at Long '1.1'\ g,

It is be alicved th At the Um(ﬂd
States i3 financing the Thai

their normal uniforms but with-,

e United',

|

STATINTL

articipation Toles Wal At m
a~ il doos in’ Seuth Viet

Thai artiflevy mu, have hee
reported ective in  nov thern
Laos for some 'lnf:. in-
fantiy baitalior soid to

have been rus i'\ &l o'xt a
year ago, after heavy cnemy
Prossure brought about the

cvacnation of thiz civilian popu-
Jation cm*m of Sarn Thong..
mo eppearcd to be
rze..accd last
rc-m ains vul-
sated total of
5o ba ‘tallow

most
month.
neratle to :n [
12 North Vietng m
in the ares,

STATINTL



-,

(

‘mountain tribesmen of Laos, re-
“treating before the North Vict«
‘namese

“Thejr survival in their {raditions
~al patlern of life has become =
-matter of concernt to them and

“agzinst the
-Jigence Agency, hav

"th&
wooded mount
Ang
*gxhausted. .

stimes spended thelr southwar

Appr'oved For Release z‘dof}MA '
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AIFLTFON AL NN ¥ LW
: Tieng and trudging in thini

SF“"!’NB Tite Mew Yerk Timey fcolumns  through  the nogn-i
VIENTIANE, Laos, March 15 {tains. Americans who h&\’l..
‘dthe tough and fierce Meo jloig been close fo the hill I tribed

—the name is ptunoamf.d Moy
-oh-—gstimate that about 100,-:

CELE"U""

invaders, are n

-

Knowledgeahls obsarve
wort LL o £l United Stat
I Vangz Poo are
sources of what t‘nc ordis
Neo nzed 1o live. Permanen
on the move as hc} are, th*y
dgepend  on the United’ Siates
for altanst all t‘w‘ necess {ties of

w

the end of ths mountains and
the limits of their strengih,

to their friends.
The Meo, who in their fight
Morth Victnamesc
are supporied and adviscd by
the United States Cealial Intal
¢ bzon mev-
ing southward from deep vithin
China for centurics—nomasls of |
'hi;;blm ds, slashing  and’
¢ fields out of the
talpsides and ninve
the soll iz

* burning ric

on ‘;"h?,jl
Hostilz préssure has soma-
d

nove, but there have alweys
been mountains ahead of them,

Now the advan cerof theMerth
antnmmso coming out.of the

rr,gm,l of m'm o. it nIra mafueris

Um.‘fw Piis e 2l
Niaj. Gen. Veas Pao, who'
told the ru,.eo peools Lo
Cireng was Ievulasrab

& Uil i(‘,

th“' St qucads, }'-'“ -'"“‘* has  been’ losing  thelr
(‘[1\(.[1 tha Meo of Lzos to confidence  boeause  of
south end-ths west until they,  ammost daily - attacks:

sand éast of the Mekong,

town of Sam Thong, CIC*L..
- as the edministrative cenier of

llfe

“Wheraver thh Meo he lt. fora
day. gr for months, Un
1 States planes land or drop rice,
meat, medicines, building
tericzlw and clothing. The U
States is feoding and supj:
- 170, 030 paople ~=70 or &G p T
cent of the Meo—concentsie

in a small region of nor
Laos south of Long 1 g,
north of the Vientians Pizin

Until last Muarch tie supply
‘opeie Amm were centered in ﬁn

1w - ‘:\

the Moo nation bv the
Stotes. Enemy attacks ca";ed
it to cvacuatcd and "nc
cperation moved to the provic

che

; ting of a scarch for a haven

¥i|lor the aunwal Convmnnist ¢

for the Tizst tirae in such & sct-
for his poople. He drew a
sloory picture of {ha oullank

sezson ofiensive then gathering
strenglh and predicted the Joss:
of Long Tieng.

General Vang Pao is 1opmb~dl
to bz more optnmmc novy,
buoyed by at least four ’H*"'x-
bc,tfalmns and by three Lactizn'
buailalions from other 1effuw”
that, uucmr his command are
mrucnm ting eflectively in y.he

dzfense of Iom uc.c.
That has zcsultcu ina a halt in
the general southwerd move,)

.but 1.[
lution,
coptinu

serrch for a IWL'n" $0-1
such can be f()Ll d{

ir
25,

Lxample of tha Tibetans

Chao Saykham, who has
been Governor of Xi nnﬂmmuum
Province, a principal center of
Meo ]ue for 26 years, was
found aut his home thc other

‘ours ‘\ prepared site of Ban Xay,
rabou 73 niles to the south-
'\‘rC;\u. .

Nov
struck
sito I8 une

that "the ensmy has
at }3 i Xon, an alterazte
gev COX‘“I\.ICUOD.V

1iin Key Quostion Now
To many prople svimpathatic
to the Meo the quostion is no
longzer where to move thom in
temporary safety and how to
enable them to make

e m !

find themiseives near the edge’

3
of the mouniains. ,’OOO are either an the nove of
Stretening atl

12ad to the broad have temporarily stoppad wan-
Mekong River lies the V?iu fane; dering natil theic leaders tell
Plain. Beyond that i§ the flot‘tth““‘n to stay or until the encmy| 0
paddy land of Thailand, and.draws near,

then the sea. The heart of the area arcund
The Meo, a sma'l people of lwhich- they are gathering, the:
Chinesz appearance who aref|American-run- relief “ceater of
easily distinguished from theliBan Xon, was struck last week
rown-skinnad  Laoti ar'a, fmd‘by cnemay,  guerrilla. squad
the plain oporessively hot be.ibeo are nervous, ' .
causa they have l\m\d lived Americans have boen closa

stand against the North Viet-
Ipamese “and their Pathct Lso
‘allies but, rather, whether the
time has come to move them
out of the war whils there ace;
still enouzh men loft to assuce’
the nation's sprvivel.

The mnwoubtain rogion that
General Vanz Pao and Lastian
and American friends. of the
Meo have in mind liss ssuth-
east of Tong Tieng. 1t is thinly
settled by pro-Pathet La_.o Neo,

at hielghts up to 5,000 foct, Fur- - to the Meo becauss the militar
th*ln.ou., tn’\) M\ no taste linterests of the Uni‘r.ed States
for hte in tnn larger communi-iiand the Meo leaders coinci
ties of the plain and the United t4 tes has be

o

a)

. As the mlhmw situation de-j/feeding the Meo and armmm
teriorates, rockets hatve be en’supplyng and paymu tmu*
falling almost daily on Lo.w soldicrs for years.

Tieng, the mountain xO'lL)t_ .

that tha Mao consider thm last No Strong Allegiance
bastion, The missiles have ;~ That has bzen done largely
shalen the faith of the Meo outside - the Lau“l n  Govern-

becanse their most powerful nient’s channeals because the
lead(‘x,Ma] Gen. Vanz Pao, has Meo {e2l no strong alleziance
ralways told them that Lono to it and hacause ditect de alings
Tlcng is invulerable and thqt hme baen found more nftxumt
when the war was won they (in view of the bureaucracy and
iwould return northward to the |corruptinn_in Vientiane. Pr.ncf‘

lands from '.Aﬁlbrlatveanlg 50% 2 Phoun,

been driven. 3353
raili

} Last month the Meo again [the fary
sct out for tha south, leaving |achiavad, has of

Ehn onfilarmoamb  migomed T e LT

dency  “thus
ered no objac-

S00I6H0 :GHA:

vith whom an accemmodation
coul(’ perhaps be reached. Gan-
'nml Vang Pao has made such
tunnmaa} local arrang erents,
although they ‘.V"rc evcnt.
upset b) the North Vietna

The general, who crhcta‘.ely
ﬂp.aced tle traditional po f£1-
cal Meo chicftains b, virtus of;
tha power and piironage coi-
forred by the United ‘*td{._, is:
known as a meody man who;
passes mercurialty from y..ufxb
of military. optifaism tr) spolls
of deep dzpression, in W rhich
has frc,qu;ntly talked of lezding
the deo out of the war.

leaders at Lonz Tieng, he spoks

-3 new,

nieciing xBlLPabout 0 “::nﬁ

day reading a boolt about the.
fate of the Tibetans, The Gov-
ernor, whose princely title,

ChaO, identifics him as a m em-,
ber of the former royal family!
of Xiengkhouang and not as al
Mceo, salu he was studying thel
fate of P”Ot(]“[ mountain paen-,
ple defeated and displaced in
gre at mm hors by Con‘..mwst
“war of national I;LJC‘RIUO'\

A responsible American com-
mented that Chao Saykhar,
widely respected as one of the
rarc Laotian leaders with a
sympathetic interest in the
mountain pcople, had given up
the fight. The American added
that the Meo ha ad been “hied
white” and w ere ¢! <hausted and
could not be asked to do qul.l‘i

moréd fighting.

The tnbhan n, by all ac-
counts, have beea as good a
fighting fuce as the Laotian
Government has had, bub their
losses have boon f{oc sophic,
Tie extent is ¢ifiic lh 1o doter-

mim. because even thnir num-

ar3 are suoject {o varisd esti-;
mates in this. country, whose;
population is put at two millien
to tlgee mifllion, Guesscs on the
Ynumber of Meo o i
1150,000 to 300,000, =" from

Even a brict visit to a Meo
jarea or group amr‘lowa one es-
ssential fact: The number of
trable-bodied young men is dis-
iproportionately small compared
iwith the numbers of women, ¢
[children and aged or mvalid' ’
men.

i In the last dﬂ“""l"‘, accoLdmO

+ROOBZGHGT o0 e, 0

ction; the annual rate fbu’l“
deaths over the last th wee yeu
‘has Been 2 Ann N

sl
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WE HAVE A POLICE STATE PAST EMBRYO
) With the CIA playing a major role in conducting
the war in Laos and Cambodia, along with Departinent
of Defense bombers and gunships flying protective
support overhead, it seems that Nixon has found a
way to conduct the war while bringing home the in-
fantrymen, at least the draftees. o i
. . Using foreign soldiers to fight the war in Asia
! reminds Americans of the fondness Americans held for
the Hessians hired by King George in the American
Revolution. ‘ o .
. Reports throughout the nation are that the Army
' has been engaged in a nation-wide spying upon Ameri-
i can citizens ‘building. up dossiers on the thoughts of
American citizens. Husbands and wives had best
' whisper softly if they converse about” anything over
" the bang, bang, bang on the boob tube. Private views
and intimate thoughts might find their way into the
~ Army spy dossier and react badly upon you in the
" years'to come! And if the Army don’t get you the
FRBI is on the job as well.
. It is now fairly well established that the CIA
inspired at least four or more attermpts upon the lifz
of Cuban President Castro. The first try of the .CIA
. was to furnish special poison capsules to slip into Cas-
tro’s food. The poison was supposed to take three
days to work. By the time the Cuban leader died his
- system would have discarded all traces of the sophis-;
/ticated poison, so it would be thought he had died;

i
l

of natural if mysterious causes. The CIA failed to get;
the poison in the food. So they tried bullets the next|
three times, at least, but failed in these efforts. ‘
There may be people who think poison and lead!
are 1oo good for Castro. Put the shoe on the other foot.
. What if the Cubans were making a government-spy-
planned effort to kill our president?
: Then thére is Old Edgar Hoover and the FEL
Tt is notorious that his men have been working day
aud night for years building up detailed informaticn
. atautb citizens throughcut the country in an effort’
: to discredit them when the time comes handy.
At cne meating not long ago it was developad that
- of a crowd of less than 150 in attendance more than 50
were undercover spies of one type or another. ,
. It is getting so that the undercover spies will have
to Wwear badges to keep from investigating each other.
This is not a furny situation. It will ultimately:
undermine the cowitry, We thought it horrid for the!
Soviet, the Nazis and the Fascists to conduct a police’
“state. We are endangered by the same sorry practices ?
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It will no doubt come as a gr eat surpmse ta the
“Capitol Hill Bomber, but there are.others beside
himself (or herself) who feel deeply about the
Laotian adventure. The latest Gallup poll found
-~ that Americans, by more thana 2-1r atio, think the
invasion of Laos will lengthen rathier than shorten
the war.
- Certainly this seéms to be the case. One
", American combat expert was quoted yesterday as
“saying that the Laotian fighting is the hardest of
the entire Indochina war. _
"« What this proves, of course, is that the North
“Vietnamese were in supposedly “neutral’’ Laos,
-~ and were there in great strength. This snmﬂd
- come as no surprise to anyone, pqrtlculally the
Allied Command, which has known it all ‘along.
The reason the Allies have known it is because /
over the years they've had as many Green Berets,
" CIA personnel, and South Vietnamese troops in
Ta0s as there have been Communist forces. The
 one thing America and North Vietnam have had in
common in recent years is. that both have Vlolated
~ Laotian neutrality. .

Given this strange balance of power on th2
Vietnam border, it is bewildering why the so-
called “Allied Command” tried to disturb it.
There’s nothing basically wrong with a hornet’s:

. nest as long as no one pokes a stick intoit.

And then the man who does the poking can get
- stung, and this seems to be what is happening in
—-Laos.
: All of this leads up to one final questlon Does
_anyone remember why this country is fighting in ) '

t Vietnam, much less Laos?

— e — [, I, R, Py
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REVOLUTION !

THE UNDERGROU«‘:.'D.PP.ESS AND ITS ""SPRING OFFENSIVE”

< JAny serious stucly of a farge number of the underground

" newspapers published in this country in the past six months
must conclude they are not primarily seeking PEACE, but
secking to use the natirally broad public desire for peace as
a means for furthering their own basic cause. Our analyses
continue to show this to be violent REVOLUTION!

In fact-in the present sample we made a particular effort
to identify material which could be considered to.be purely
-peace-oriented. The word “peace” is there—even in such
slogais as “Peace in Victnam or War at Home.” The “peace
symbaol” is liborally present—sometimes drawn with the
elenched fist of rebellion at its center. And, the so-cafled
“People’s Peace Treaty” is reproduced in underground
papers all across the country—writien under the tutelage of
the people who command the battlefield opponents of U.S.
and South Vietnamese forces in Vietnam and taken to Paris
for the approval of the people who oppose U.S. and South
Vietnamese negotiatars there. Othervisc, we were not able
to identify enough peace-oriented material in the vnder-
ground papers to register in an analysis.

A year ago, the underground papers had passed through
a period of emphasis on POLLUTION/ECOLOGY and were
increasing their attention dramatically on THE MILITARY/
DRAFT and THE POLICE.

A vyear ago there were great rallies on pollution and
ecology. A year ago there was a great increase-in physical
attacks on campus military training and research facilities,
actions against the draft, and violent confrontations with
police-BEFORE Cambodia or Kent State.

. This year the undzrgrounds have been pointedly build-
Jdng up the SOUTHEAST ASIA issue—and the trend started
months ago, batween July and October 1970. Prior to that
- time the topic SOUTHEAST ASIA WAR registered at the
18tn or 19th position in our analyses of the underground
papers. It has climbed sharply and steadily since then and
now ranks 4th among all .of the topics to which the

undergrounkpﬁro\féta’l]ﬂﬁr R@]%é@?ﬁﬁuﬂ(ﬂﬂb4

-

October p“rlod our a*m!ysos showed a decline in the
amount of atlention given to revolutionary tactics and
actions—every sample since October 1970 has suggested the
July Octobar period wos one of re-evaluation of tactics and

e-alignment of stratsgy. At pr recisely the same point in
tnme October 1970— tha topics' SOUTHEAST ASIA WAR
and REVOLUTION! reversed their downward trends, the
SOUTHEAST WASIA atiention shootmg upwerd in a curve
all out of proportion o anything going on in the war— \Nt..”
before the Laos invasion, for example.

Shortly after this trend. reversal, in November andi
December 1970, the underground papers began carrying
announcements of chanzzs in 1actics by the revolutionists.
The keynote of thesé came from Weathermm member
Bcrnarchne Dohrn, spw cing from '’ ‘'underground.” She said

“random bombing” hed bzen a poor tactic, it was ?'time for
the movemant to go Gt into the anr to organize, to rlJ\
calting rallies and demanstrations to convince  that mas;
actions against the war and in support of rebellions do
make a difference.” Sheeven specified Kent State as a place
nﬂeding encouragement o demonstrate again and cited thf'

"national silence aftﬂr mﬂ bombxng of North Victnam® as
needing attention.. _ .

Among some of the pamphlets and pulp magazines
which intersperse and fringe the underground press one can
find the instructions for carrying out Bernardire’s dictum.

. It is a rather common suggestion of this literature for
" organizing to surround zn issue which already has popular

support and to try to prevent the establishrent from
"co-opting” the issue by working into statements and
slogans at least one proviso which obviously cannot be
met--adding the word “now’ to any compleA c‘emgnd for
example,

Win magazine, published with the support of the War -
Resistors League and favered by some of the religious peace

fellowships, describes @ rore sophisticated strategy of
coalition which can bz seen at work now. Win contends
there are '"two large serious movements in the country
today.”” One of these, it says, is the “peace movement,
almost entirely white and middle class, and concerned
primarily with ending the war in Vietnam.” The other
moveinent is mostly nen-white and is concerned primarily
with organizing against the “very real oppressions” within
the' society. Neither movement is really committed to

MAJOR TO®CS COVERED INSIDE

i 4  THE POLICE cvvvivrrennnee -
DRUGS o ieerrresienreenes -8 REVOLUTIONI.
MINORITY GROUPS feveed ROCK MUSICacnreeieieveeieee e
ORGANIZATIONS.... eeeid SOUTHEAST ASIA WAR...4
PERSONAL,ITIES..:.,....’...‘.-,..S WOMEN'S LIBERATION .._.,.4
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TIFFIN, O. ~- Stephan M.
Young, former U.S, seaator,
threw verbal dacts af Presi-
dent Nixen’spolicicsin,
HSowtheast Asiu Inoatallat
AHeidelberg College hwt,

. Ayesterday.

- A eoldness has descend- ,
“ed, on the Polomac sinee :
-1968, - when Richard Nixon
sald he had a secret plan to
end the \ml, Young said.
“That plau is still a secyet,
" however :

He said the \»av to peace
<was not through Cambodia
“and Laos, and ocensad the
Centrud y.v]l\ff*‘lcb > Aginey
of overthicowing Ui OOV

nents ef thnse -:cunt; 133, . o .

. Young‘, gl, now is alaws .
_yer in Washinglon: He sz.-oke

. {o students and faculty hera |
“and visited several classos.

SONERE
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MARCGALTE -~ Coni muw” U, s, fmm V.lem by Docember Or;LL‘J'L peopl de. We bave lo restore
lmom- aond in ln (h it last yeer, theiv intontion “"'tr indr ;.-:"3' of corclilutional
ing Arorica 16 a “constititions l ot to el ‘l" se the president, i“\.WE‘LIIHLu;[ And we have fo re-

Cerisis,” U.S. Sen. RMack Hat-| “T told Sen. McGoveorn it was' istore the image of our country .
“field, R.-Ore., said heve Satur- thigh time we stood up and chal- e fore tha people of the world,,
day I“rr},f ll“n'ed our own, CDI]"‘CS:“OJuI'\ bufere {he politicians who

“he U, S. involvement in tn““‘o”"?”llw to dO qOmuﬂh‘“ shout ‘huzzah’ fm foraign aid,
Leoblan elvil war is Increasing about {he war. I'm sick of hear- byt thﬁ simple masses of the
all the timo, M Sraerican 103 about those who talk about'pagy le 1 atlield said.
personmal are eng
(Centre ¢
acliviliss “There has been no declara- .
mese there tion of war and no equwa]cn[ ’ -
- %The South Vielnu mese are in Of such a declaration has bz,cn}
an infantry role, yel' U.S, ju- £rented by the Congress to any|
volvemeut fucludes & total of “”tw““ for the use of our)
2,000 aircrafl commitled fo fiy. AUMIES It Indochina.
“ing %00 missions par m} " j[at.  President Nixon's own repea al
field, the sponsor of qnt“ ap Of the Gulf of Tonkin resolution,’
DA ; & ) 1hiat drazielan J e o
-_legzslatlon lasl year, fold sbmo which Il.\.q)l‘ﬂvﬂt qun?on hf;_JI )
500 persons &l Lhe Juwish Copp. Wed as his defeuse against crii- ' . .
muity Ce'l-x ¢ here ics who crnllgn“ d his aoth th)
WAR 9 (ALY : = to have calied Tor moca Uoop)

l}sm”f };[ f\myd lo" defend s in V1ct1,(.m stripped away any,

’ S 2 .,
Poglho'x Hatfield cHarged thal legality there may have been to
only C‘omzo s hns the poveer to | his Lscal.ﬁmn of war activities:
> Hy w‘t.-. 71/'\ a5 . ia R

declare viar, and that Prosidant in Cantbodia and Taoes, Halfeld'

g assorted ! -
Nixon's wor policles are strip- ¢ TN Trs o :
; T
ping the legislators of their ﬂu—-“ o D BOYS 1015 !
thovity. “The onl_, power the lleude“t

Traw troops
Referving fo the Cr stitution, ‘has now is to withdray ps!
Hatflt‘ld lsmd onstitutic *mob engage them further iny i
“The greatest politic al doc Cambodia or Laoes,” Hatfiold! .
S Lo - H 4 ¢l M
ment ever written says it shall S said, noting that if the U, 8. is
u I nta tef
be for the Congress to vrovide s'll.lc}c}’y interested in smmﬂ' ltbl
for the cormon deo fense of tle soldiers’ Tives it should L put the,
people, ‘and the. b catdent §s Tuen “on a boat and send them:

r

L]

ed in CiA-the horvors of war,” Hatfield. A . e
¢ Ageney) said, adding:

- i T nuag 1? e
put m command of only thosa hu‘x‘n‘r\ fo our haszes. o ! .
armios raised by Congress.” /e muist set a corlain mtel e
“It was the clecx llx"‘ht of for our withdrawal frow Viel|
the Constitution to keep power Mam. This would enable us to’ _ .

for war fn the hands of Con. adhore to our ghjectives at thel

gress, and for not any longer P2ace table” Halficld said, add-, "
than two years at a time,” Iht- ing that it UL S, war policy is. -
ficld said, noling that this inter - prec edicated on the need to keep
pretation of the Con_utuhon {s “lhe Thieu-Ky government in "
borre out in some of the Fed- power, no pzace will be autam-

ceralist  Papars, authored by ed ”

stalesmian Al .\andor Hmmltoa “We nced a fu'm policy, DOt.

BILL’S INTIENT - ; - - “
Hatflmd asserted that when| ’ -
he and his  Demogratic  col- ' e
league, U. 8. Sen, Guorge Me-p | .
Govern, D-N.D., drafled their
Tesolution (the  Hatfleld-Me-
‘Govern amendinent) calling for
. ¥

¢
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MADISON, WISC.
TIMES

B - 029 -
F 1.32 11 T

é@wﬁ‘? sem Dot ﬁbﬁ@a Al

mamnerey

THRP E OTHER UNITED had been subverted by the Pen-
_States Senators have joined Sen. fagon and the CIa into 8 pipe- , v
William Proxmire in a bill line for selling U. S. arms to for-
aimed at barring the use of cign countries.

Food for Peace funds for mili-

tary purposes We agree with the Wisconsin

senator,. who said he hopss to

Proxmire’s J oin{ Econemic rescuc the -humanitayian 1"ood
Commitiee reccntly turned up for Peace prog ram fron: the
i the shocking fact that the so- “Orwelllan double-talk wh e T o

t called Food for Peace program - fungs penerated for peace are

) rused to purchase weapons, uni-
forms and accoutremnents of
~war, and where the idealistic .
and humanitarian urges of rnan- -
kind are corrupled for nnhtary
pulpOSES” o :

S - I S PRV |
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© Aelligence gathering ¢

‘northern Laos @
congres

MTCH.
1973 &

TGRAND RAPIDS
.* -y N
PRESS [Ef =

E - 133,410
8 - 150,529

?,,.4“/; /‘1, /f)

i
/.x \\‘/\.r HER R

; ot
lcpori:-; that U.S aircealt mis-
t.-_»11~.0.111" bombed a Ceniral Inic -
gence Ageney  headguarters in
are likely to revive
sional demands for a more
thorough accounting of the CIA’s
“activities ;nd spending.

'lhnomuccﬂl} ‘the CIA is an in-
md coordiuat-
“ing body, it theee have haon dis-
thlbm“ signs thal the super- -secrel
cfoncy ‘determines foreign policy

alhor then meraly assists with its
fOl]nau\.nl.

Sen.  Clifford  Case

Recently, Sen. { se
ZAhergcﬂ that Radio Free Lurope

“and Padio Liberty are fn‘”mu,c by

“the CIA, and that they cost tax-
' payers moxc than 30 mi 1 on an-

Cnually.

This hds baen going on for more
~ thau 20 years, says Case, without
the same authorization and appro-
~ priation process with which Con-
“gress controls Ludgelts of ot fad-
Cerale soeticies.

C"lSC says he doesn’t want o end

operation of the stations or cven
the government subsidy; he just

" wants io bring into the open the

" cost of the o

veration, and he fecls
that it is COH:.»,;L.:::: respousthility
‘{0 ‘see that taxpayer funds

oth stations beam their broad-

G

are.
used and accounted for propeily.

Coperation

STATINTL

Com;mmzst - controlled

custs  to

counteies in 1
{hey bolh maintain thal they e

financed tirough private contribu-

tions.

CIA’s possible link
s is ecsped

hecause it {
over the age c5 role
to finance covlain pr corams of the
National Btixr.ls:11t
group supposedly irse of govcm-

raent nrhizace.

That partic

astern Lurope, and.

to the radio
cigMy pertinent

Association, &'

ollows the 1807 tproar
in helping

ular CIA funding was |

investigated by a presidential com- ‘

mission which decided that.
fedaral agency shall provide cav-
ert Jmaucml dssxs.tm.- ce or support,

direct or indirect, any of the na- -
tion’s e(xuc(tmm.x or veluntary or-

ganizalions,” and {hat ‘“no pro-

grams cur;cmlj world Jmtnv any

cxcopmn to this pelizy.

The q“’x\ ion seems o be simple
canuch: Soould the CIA, which
preperly st conesl hundreds of
millions of dollars in its budget,
use its privilezed position as a
samctuary for administration
spending policies Wi hich rightivlly

belong with Con’w«m . T

Sen. Case thiniks not, and we

would tend to agres, for it cripples

s zitd halances
cy-thrives.

fhe qyswm of checks
upm v’ni h Lﬂl“ deinacra

\
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L .We are in the Laotian war .up to our
wmsts and may soon be up to our necks,

and yet the American public .is getting:

only the
‘on there.

I Newsmen are not allowed to travel on
«the thousands of U. 8. planes on
‘rmssxons over Laos, being limited to ac-
companymg South Vletndme e forces on
:plaues or on .the ground. Reports handed
out by South Vietnamese military
‘authorities (the only ones officially on
the ground in Laos): arc imaginative
tather than informative, as in the case of
onc battle in which 43 of the enemy ai-
legedly were killed with the loss of only
Dm; South Victnamese soldier.

-1t is not hard to think of reasons why
Ihc administration might be less than
candzd about the Laotian opcration. The
U S. chtxal Intelligence Agemy has

sketchiest idea of what is going

for many yuars Cd!‘il(,d 017 extensive
operations “in L aos. While the ad-
ministration may or may nol be

technically right in saying there are no
U. §, “ground combat troops’ in Laos,
1hert. are many Americans there who
used to fit that category, being former
Green Beret troops who now work in a
Peivilian” capacity for the CIA, training
‘_-‘:and advising a 10,000-man Laotian army.
< All the official shadow-boxing about
whether U. S. troops stepped over the
baorder is largely irrelevant anyway. The
muin point is that once again, as’in the
Cambodian operation last spring, the
U S 15 taking part in one of the ma}or

S
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nuhtdry solutxon of the war

_Cloud of Secrecy Over Leos

offensivés of the whc)]e Indo-Chinese ;
war. One result of the offensive showed .
up this week as the U. S. death toll more’ ,
than doubled. . i
Everyone - desperately hopes  that -
these operations will succeed in their .
declared  -goal of  haslening _ the |
withdrawal of U. S. troops, but doubts !
stera’ from the fact that they indicate a':
change in emphasis in the withdrawal ;
program. In (1969, President Nixon
declared that the withdrawals would dé- |
pend on three criteria: (1) the level of .
enemy activity, (2) the negotiations in :
Paris and (3) the Vietnamization pro-'!
gram. i . ‘
Until the Cambodian operation, there :
was a sleady.iswe:ing of the level of :
violence, raising hopes that a tacit |
cease-fire might result. Now this escala- |
tion of the war by the allied side would |
seem to indicate that Mr. Nixon has
abandoned hope of progress in  the |
negotiations and is placing all his hopes
on the Saigon military lcaders and their
progress in taking over the war. E

. This tends to be confirmed by 1mets :
that American officials in Vietnam are :
working actively for the re-election of
President Thieu. As our troops with-
draw, we should be loosening our unheal-
thy relationship with the Saigon generals
and encouraging thc development of -
political forces favoring negotiations and
compromise. Instead we seem even
more committed {o the generals and to a “

pES .vu*"‘"“
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~ Our ldicl'i*cﬁjé_rships |

D - 34,847 i
8 - 36,153 ;
Occasionally — such as Monday

after reading the New York Times
News Service story on the Central
Intelligence Agency's use of Laotian
refugee funds to finance paramilitary
operations — we get a distinct feeling

‘that we Americans are kidding

ourselves. We boast of our fine
democratic processes — even while
we suspect that we are the vietims of
a bureaucratic dictatorship. : '
. Protected, perhaps justifiably, by
claims -of national security,
seems answerable to nobody,.

« Including the President of the United

States. No one person seems 1o know

.where all CIA funds-come from, how

they are spent, what ventures that
cloak-and-dagger operation may be
planning next — or especially, how to

~ pullits claws.

_ Less mysterious, perhaps, but just

as independent and often just -as .

arrogant, are many other bureaus in
our gigantic federal apparatus. There

" is an almost general agreement that

* there simply is too rnuch government,

but almest no agreement on how to

. reduce it.

Two recent comments by
congressional figures of both parties

.» arerevealing:
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Said Senate' Democratic Leader

thewCLA~-but a symbol,

Mike Mansfield iu a recent interview,
“We are top-heavy is federal bureaus
and agencies. We tase been slap
happy, piling apeasi_s upon one
another.” - a '
And Forn. Jtrom Thurmond, €auth
Carolina “epublican, said at-a naws
conference, *‘The federal government
has gotten so big and cumbersome.
that not any President, no matter who
he is, can manage it.”’ ) :
The CIA’s untouchable attitude is
though undeniably a
singularly offensive one, of an almost.
traditional bureaucratic reluctance to
allow any other branch of. government
to control either growth or operations.,
That was especially evident when the
late President Eisenhower attempted
to whittle down the massive State
Department. He gave it up as a -bad
job, :
Someday, a President will join
forces with strident voices in
Congress to hammer the supposedly
uncontrollable bureaucracies pack
into their original role of carryving out
policies set by the execniive and

- legislative branches. It can’t happen

too soon. Meanwhile, is there no one in _
the federal government who can hauly
in the CIA and set it straight on who ig}
incharge? , Af ‘



W, \EE ING
dward AL J\(‘A.L J y (D-
Mass.) chavged SP;.turddy
that nearly hall of &l
Arerican aid for war re-
fugees In Laos is being
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'Exc{n:-iva fo T..w Timss, from .ihe- Wasblanten bost

TON - Sen,

Since 1968 the & gency
45
Li

for Interns
ment

ional Develop-

Lc. '1“;} ted -(,u) 8

millon to Leos {or relugee

relief, These are hmas for -
riedical’

supplies, hospi-

supnlied to guerilla fOL"_ talg, ru@tt il 1‘ and oth-
ces Qirected by the Cénlral  er suppli es :« }d ser \/‘(‘\;m.
Intelligence Agency, "U1 m ent times,"
M .

t:

’
i.
t

-to persons who agreed to

) P:‘U C» Lo

nificant measure of th

A. Hannah pdbm,.y atinit-

STATINTL

Keny Sy said, "the U.S. 1962
Ald refugec proziam wa 3 using the ecivilian ¢
sun’)Iy a cuphemism 1o
cover American a«siste*“cd tions. Hannah
.prefevence is to gel rid of
this operation.” S
Lo Kennedy said some of
He said “*ﬁt a "very sig- (ke [financing has. been
5 transferred 1o the Defense
g Department in the, last
two or three yehrs. Bul
Kennedy's
that whea hd vy subgommitice on re-
fu-ub reade  public cen-
sored versions of General.

take up . arms against the

il
xwmfmcc apoarently con-
‘tinues." .

AID amnnm.mlox Jolin

Cted in June
" ook office that he was un-
huppy o find that since

_ports with summaries in-
"dicaling continued

i tance to CIA-divected for-

ces. ‘
The, subcommi{tee re-
‘port” said. that although

T "AID Cofficials  generally

recognize  that eronomic.

“assistance . funds  should
. not be used as & cover to
finance ilitary activities,
AID has apparent
nued 1o fmmm gubstanii-

Pies lo Lao military,

valt - - ‘

v . The' 1'«-:1’011 eslim
- . that half of the fu

=
going to the AID village
health projeet, which ]1..0
Jeceived. 5000 million Da-
t\\ een 1964 and 1970, is be
-Ing used for Ahis purpose
An ATD gpokesinan s x»‘i‘
"AID docs nol exclud
from assistance those whia
+ . have heen o
. - ture be engaged in fighi-
- ing against Nerih Vigtins-
- mese o Communist Paih-
; el ].ul().", ‘

..4,

»

7

Senate Jodicia-

“Acceunting Offlce ¥e-

tly conu- )

al amounts.ol medical sup- |

may in fu--

i
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By JOHN W. ¥ INNEY };]'lew}‘ U“el iidt n})hsi‘?n in Vilen- a spokesman “for ald head-|American assistance 1o persons
WASHINGTON, Feb. 6-Tha{laracly 10 tho frald 2o 5P quarters said the primay re-lwho agried to" tahe up fuins
General Accounting Cilice has| The accounting office said sponsibility for refugee relief|a against the Pathet Lo
concluded that much of the|medicel drugs supplied for ref-|rested with 1'”0 Laotiar, Gov-| In the lust fiscal year, - $17-1
money allecated for assisting]ugees dis sappearcd when theyjernment, e ’10\/1“d% thet|milliori was provided for refu-|
ofugees has been used to fi-] Y %zf&&g’pit}l 113 180: o found some asmtanw went 1o guer:fgee assistance in lzcs.. At &
nance paramilitary operations to be onurov.':‘lzf\ccci;vnocig‘rl rilla forces, but said that ajnews conference Senator Ken-
/m Taos directed by the Ceon- water supplics ‘,nd hf"‘c:}‘; fa: larger percenlage was given to|nedy said about 50 par copt

u(\
tral- Intellizence Agency. - leilities. The miortality rate in|dependents, . had bee 1 usad for cvunnnl:. op-
erations in Laos.

o Mict . 4 - X
cogt};g "Cf}ﬁ’snt(}imif:é;‘th‘"2)‘15 tl}c villeges wus said to.be| The sections in the reporis As of July, 16 o
|public  funds, said that almost|Pigh, in some cases 250 peridealing with assistance to the ')7()\\\’({)1!“&&"\/}){1?’ ;momf \{'c:’e
y ) * - B ~ Vo 2 C ¥ i
haif the funds of the Agency Eﬁgtaf]bomnCSt“l'd?“’D set 'bJ.' guerrillas were censored. But!280,600 persons 1eccl.v’m'f ?&;l
for International Development agency the suibcommnitics said in aluzee assistance. OF thiz toral
for a wvillage hecalth propram Funds Used as Cover statcmaent that the reports dac-lsarae 43 pq. cent, é[- "'21 ;1 -
vera be_mfr wsed to support] In the 01).11071 of the sub-|umen 19:( its eanlur findings| 160,000 persons, were el _{_f”tr
military activities. commitice stall, the reports for that “wntil relatively recentled by the sabeommitt w'];,hi}l_,;
Two censored reports by the the fivst time provided oflicial [times the lnw”c procram waslio the catesory of "'L’Crl" "
watchdog "body were mz:de'd?"f;“m@“tf“Oﬂ of the extent tolsimply 2 cuphemism to coverland their i depe ment Hias
public today by Senator Ld-|which refugee programs had |semesicocmemmie e o0 00 LT SIS
ward M, Kennody of Massa-|been used as a cover by the . i - i
chuselts in  his ~capacily as,C.LA. for financing its militacy -
chairman of. the Scnate judi-|;~(? i‘;“_‘-CS- . . .
© Jfcialy Subcon‘mittce on Refu- At the direction of thz White
gecs. House, the Central intelligence
1 The reports were cntu.{l of{Agency has been supporiing: a
the .m?rag“ment of ‘programs ?O 0‘“' man guerrilla army ~of . .
for assisting refugees and ci-jMeo and Y20 tribesmen against : -
vilian war casuzliles in Laos,|the Fathet Lao and Noitli Viet- '
The accounling officd said|Panese  forces in northera
ofiicial “stalistics on”war vie- Laos. As part of this program,
tims in Laos were incomplete. refuges support has been given .
From 1967 through 1339, tneil0 the dependents of the gues- .
ald ‘agency reported 12,032 ci: l'lnf-s- : " :
vilian war. casualties. The sm-
committee said there had heen
30,000 casualtics since early
1669,
xefugee programs were said
{to have been poorly managed,

ot
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Sen. Edward M, E u-md)
(D-Mass) chirged  yester (I"j
’thdt nearly half ol ‘111 Ameri-

. can ald for \\z;r w.'uy,ccq is
being  supplied  fo gue 111]}45

forces divecied hy ibe Ccntr.u
Imclh“ence Adeney. .
Since 1065 the Agency fm
llntern{:tmunl Development
hay -allotted $54.8 million _t‘cvn
Laos for refugee relief. These
are funds for medical supplies;
h'os,:‘pila]s, reseftlement  and
other supplies and sorvices b )
“Until recent times” J‘{c'n_;
nedy sajd, “the U8, ALD refu-
,gco program was simply a eu-
ph mism {0 cuver American
asslstance  to- persons, who
agreed to take up arms
against the lathet Lag
YA very signific mt 1mie asmc
of 1his assistance appar Lntly
commucs,” henncdy seid,

The  subedmiilee  report’

said thot svhile “AlD officials
generally vecagnize {hat ceo-
nomie istance funds should

nol be used as a cover to fi-

nance military aclivities, A1D
Chas apparently continued to
" Turnish subslantial amounts of
“medical supplies to Lao mili-
ary, et al.” The report csti-
‘mated that helf of the funds
ceurrently going {o 1ho AID
Village Health Projeet, which
hzu received 894 million De-
veen 1964 "nd 1890, is. lr-md
Uecd for this purpose. .
An AJD spekesinan said that
ALD does nol exclude from
asgistance  those whou bave
JTheen or may in fulure be on-
gaged -in fighting  adainst
*North Victnamesze o Commu-
nist Pathet Lao” The spokes-
man sadd, A 191 ively small
percentage of refugees ave ir-
regalar or pummlhmrv forces
who, because they have been
(llepu(i(.‘( and are needy, are
thervefore as rauch refugees as
other Lao who have not bacn
: in the fithiing, A
Targer percentage of the tolal

are dcponrkml\ of such peo-

vle” -

AlD Administrator- John : AL

Hanuah publicly admitted ]au
June that when he (ook ofhce
he was unhappy to find 1lmp
smcc 1962 CJA agents were
uemg the civilian ageney asa
cov for (mn aperations.
Haunah said,” Qur preference
is Lo get rid of this opura-

tion.” -
I\Olmr‘d) aid some of t‘le {i-

nancing has been {ransforred
to the Delense Depar tment in
the last two oy {hrec years.

Jut l\cuncdye Senale Judici-,

ary Subcomimitice on Refu-
gecs made public congored
versions” of General Account-

Ing Office. repovls with sum-

maries | indicating continued

Lassistance  1o- Cl“xdn celed

R sk

“forces,

Y

v 1
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.



.. sone
been
some ‘t i

*o By JARIES Df GYLE

T Stev Saff Writer . -
‘About hall the money Con-
gress appropriates for refuges
programs in Lacs is diveried
to Central Intelligence Agen-

cy-divected parar nilitary oper-

ations. in ertnt-utwl countly,
Gen,. Bdward M. Xennedy,

D-Mass, cha 1'f00 yeatcuh\

Kennedy s2id a Genegal Ac-
counting C“ncc 1enoxt -maost
of it classitied sc ciet, has con-
firmed fin s of &n iade-

team he

pendzut st cent to
Aoy Lo Investigate the refugee
p"ogr
ln_

the 10U0)L apparcntly
tails for the fivst tine how
Agency for 1nt'~1nat1m 2l De-
velopmem funds aré wsed to
support Meo and Yao fribes-
guen vho roam th"ougn north-
orn Laos and sonmetimes cress
the borders into N forth Viet-

nam and Lacs {o coiduct clan
destine operatio: 18,
JThe avm’s

0[ its

-John /
~June
Laos ; :
in order to opzrale free]
thal country. ’

: Lacs was declared neutral
by.. 4 1962 Geneva Convention
in which the United States aud
.the Soviet Union were parties.
. But the GAOC report maaiks
the {irst disclosure by a gov-
ernment agency that U.S, Fov
‘eign aid money is sometimes
‘diverted to CIAT tperations.

A heavily censored versicn
of the re xoztx.ns mzde public
yechtdd) by Kennedy, chair-

an of the Senate sulisommit-
tcc en refugee relief, which
had requesied the GAO i nves-
t}g,ahon

(‘?Hs l'n din Q,

The GAQ is an. indep n(‘cut
investigative agency respor
ble to CO)I“‘C‘\», not the execu-
tive hranch, The CIA 101 orted-
ly tvied to stop the GAO in-
quiry. :

The censored report gives no
delails of the joint ope ration
by AID and CIA. Bul Kennedy,
in l‘e.(‘?mm'j it, said pomr‘ls
lassifizd “sccret” supmm in-
dependent [indings of his staff
invesligators, Dale S, Dallaan
and Jevey M, Tiuker,

chnnecly estimaled th'\t in
the past four years more than

H},}

L Rt R

'/ f., '::?

taly umta end their (:-vpmd
“enls.” _

Kennedy said that in the last
fiscal ycar AID had pm\mcd
$17 millien for Laos refugee
assistance, Ile estimated that
hall had gone for the CIA's.
“paramilitary” programs.

The AID Village Heallh Pro-
gram has rcceived ahoub $10
millien since - 19584, Kcnnedy
said half -of thal was used for
medical assistance to military
units and their dependonts.,

Will
“AID is aware of il and tol
rates it Kennedy  said.

“Th°y are. not very hapm’
about it, but they continue it.”?
He said he would seck con-
gressional (lCdl)Ll to stop it.
* The CentralIntelis gehce
Ageney is fl‘rand by Conz Zress
through a secret process. “Sen- -
ior rmembers of the Armed
. Services commitiees and the
Defense Ap,; propriatiens com-
‘mittces  holl
hearvings witl: the agency’s ‘wp
men, and then approve funds
which are hidden in the appro-,
priaticns of . other programs
and cther agencies. It is net
known whether records of the
mectings are kept.

It has always been pre-
sumed that CIA money was.
hidden in the massive defense
budget, since that would be
the tasiest place {o mask
funds., Books on the CIA have
suggesied that Congress has
-always been generous to the.
agency. .

Although the American aid
pregram threughout the world
has often been accused by hos-
tile countries-of being a CIA
cover, AlD directors have
stoully denied it and atterap-
ed to keep foreign operations
‘zbove suspicion. - :

. 88 Siatiened in Laos

The State Depariment lists
35 AID officials stalioned in
Laos, an unusually high num-
ber for that small country. 1t
has been widely reported Ll‘at
the “rural develepment s
tion” of the AID mission w as
almost exclusively a cover op-
eration for infelligence agents
there to rccruit and (rain
pro-government guerrillas, -

AU) Director Hannal said
lasl June, “We L v\e had peo-.
pk (hat have “heen associaled
with the CIA and dow' things
in Laos that were Leliaved 1o

Seok Aedc,z

- $27.4 million in food, drugs andpe in the national interest but

of.hm' ald has be
- from

S4Ta0

programs

en channeled,

refuges
.mima&pproaredl%\

not routine AID operations.”

W orld W hﬂxe tna» s {rua.’

-ch:pumc-d andt
‘therefore as much refugecs ag.

seeret budget
“funded parts of the program

(ot
men .,alfl “a 1(341»(‘1&' small:
percentage of LfU?*:C‘a are ir-.
regular or paremlilitary forces,
who, because they have been”
¢ are necdy, are
siher Lzo who. have! llOL cli-,

gaged in fighting.” i
i

He said a much Jarger per'—;

ccittage consists of dependents,
of those fighiing men, who'
also liave been («1\pu.ced )

Jut Fennedy took a (hf[qcnt
view. He sald he belizves the
AID pregram hizs been used as
thel pnm“y urce of mioney,
for the frregulas Lao forces,

Thz {oids ave siphensd not
just from tho refuges pro-
gram, he sald, but from public
health, agrinulivre], economie
and teehnical projects, and
from {be “IFood for Peac"”
program.

Tne ICLl“'L i ouxam appar-
enlly” is actually run by four
agencies joir Hly, The Depart-
ment of Defense, the Royal
Lao government, the CIA and
AlID.

Cites Sl)cua] Luterest
The ClA ap‘,alcnlly has

from ils own monay, po,ntmrr

~out its specizl interest in the
- program. 4
One  ¢f the few western

newsmen stationcd in Laos,
Tammy Arbuockle of the Wash-
jngton Star, has cemlcd the
operalions of “whal he has
called #1he Am» ican divected
secrel army” which he.reperts
‘operales {hroughout Southeast
Asia.

In Laos the secret army has
wiped out Contmunist head-
quarters and {aksn over prison
camps and rescued inmates,
Arbuckls reports. '

Its leader is Gen. Vang Pao
and ils troops are mosdy Meo
fribesmen, alth oug h S0Ime
Thais zlso ave jncluded

The Meos Have bcen active
roaning the Plain of Jars and
intercepting North Vielnamese
men and supplies altempting
to use the plain for infilivation.
south, Arbuckle has reporled.

Directed by Mann

The director of AID in Laos
is Charles Mann, who direcled
the AID mission in Vietnam
untll a few years ago, Hig pro-

remi there came updcr fire
because of inefficiencies in the
Yort of Saigon and he was
transferred. !

Pesides -heading the Laos
progeam, Mann is said fo be
heading a de facto AID pro-
gram in Canbedia,

The GAO report Is said fo
have “indicaled thut AID head-

STATINTL
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;,bo subcominilice expressed
the fear thal snmhr buses
\\ou]d develop in Ca mucdn
The Stale l)&pf-uum.’r is said
to have told the comnn ittee
that there is at present 1o ref-
ugee prablem in Cambe dia,
Wpltc the war and the heavy
bombing in recent weeks. )
Kennedy said the cost ok the
entive Laos AlD program is
less than the cosl of two days
of  bombing sorties when
American B32s are oper v(mrf
at apeakin Lacm.
“ptter they are finished si-
phoning off money, th:y spend

about as much on the refuzees
as on onc day's bombs,” he
said, - .o Lol :
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on a battlefield and spoke of a governmeiit of .the
. -+ people, by the people and for the people. Too often
e " since then, we have beconie a nation of the Govern-
. - ment; by the Government and for the Government.”
’ ' - ~Richard Nixon, January 22

N

: How - true. How oftén the government not only ne-
© glects to ask the people whether it may, but doesn’t
tell them when it does. We were reminded of that
‘ .again‘last weck by Sen. Clifford P. Case’s legislative
o . proposal to cut Radio Free Europe frec from CIA
funds, something most of us thought the Katzenbach
Committee had accomplished in 1967. President John-
- “son publicly accepted that report’s recoramendation
“that “no federal agency shall provide covert financial -
“assistance or support direct ‘or indirect, to any-of the
nation’s educational or voluntary drganizations,” and
" that “no programs currently would justify any excep-
tions to this policy.” So”tha_'t was that, and we turned
‘ to other things. But CIA still subsidizes the allegedly
L ' private Radio Free Europe. Or have we been deceived
. . ' ) into thinking it is private by all those ads? Apparently
' so. In response to Senator- Case, the Stale Depart-
“ment’s Robert McCloskey says that RFE is “not an
educational or privale vohm{_ary organization,” and so
, A » -the restrictions against secret funding do not apply.
L . ' Then it is a govemmental organization, in which case
N o _whyhave we not been told, and why is its budget not
debated by the appropriators of public funds? Actually,
the CIA. s the conduit of “unvouchered funds,” a
handy device allowed by Congress ini the National Se- .
-curity Act of 1947. A teview of that Act would be a
ood place to start if Senator. Case believes Congress
“and the people should be cut in on what’s going on.
" Gecret bureaucracies have a life of their own. A case \/
- ~in point is the CIA Meo operatioq,.the “clandestine
army” of at least 25,000 men, which in less hectic”
days played cat’s paw with the Communists in the
hills of Laos and did a little inconsequential spying,
on the rugged, unmarked China border. What these
wretched bands of Meds. are to discover of military
signiﬁcance that cannot be leamed by satellite is some-
thing that has never been explained. _ A
- Subterfuge on a much more dangerous level goes on
in Cambodia. Secretary Rogers assures us that there
are no US ground troops there. But, says the Depart- : e
ment of Defense, the Green Berets are right over-the
border in Thailand and in South Vietnam. Doing
. what? Training Cambodian troops. And in Cambodia?
Jerry W. Friedheim, the Pentagon spokesman, states
,,,,,,, that Anierican Embassy pe’rsonncl in Phno_mpenh are
k Y. : : : helping the Cambodians get acquainted with new
‘ ‘American military equipxhcnt, to show them ““where
the on'and off buttons are.” No troops, just “military
‘ + " delivery teams,” and helicopters over the tree tops:
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. Chow Well

Legsl it may be, within the narrowest inter-
pretation of thal word. But the practice of con-
verling Food for Peace dollars into military
assistance—{o the tune of nearly 700 million
dollars over the last six years—has heen da-
~ceiving to say the least, The ravelation this
“week in testimony before a commilice of the
U. S. House can only cast a new {aint of mis-
j tepresentation over {his- countvy’s aid-giving
i activities abroad. ’

l

* Tor years, tinhorn propagandists kept clam-
./ toring that U. & foreign aid was a cover for
. joperations of the Central Intelligence agency.
+ Patent nonsense! Then, lo and behold, last year
1it turned out that the charge in at least one
‘casc—the ald program in Laos—hed an ele-
ment of {ruth,

. Now it will be heard that the Food for Peace
cprogram, infendad both to relieve U, 8. farm
surpluses while putting food in the mouths of
needy peoples, has becn a guise for supplying

m\hl'«xy goods instead, In 1113 coinmitlee {esti-
‘mony Johm N, Irwin, undersecretary of state,

“saw no fault in the sybtom The way the pro- ; .

gram works, countries pay for American food-
stuffs in Lhcu‘ own cwrrencies, then are given |
dollar -credits for the procurement of other
goods in this. couuuy As Irwin peinted out,
there is nothing in the fine print that says they
; can t buy mi 1tary supphos

. P

)
|
1

-

EE%;%& e gv

ﬁ?ﬁ&?

E ﬁéj?ﬁﬁ\;’

We do not always agree with Sen. Gedrge;
MeGovern (D-5..D.), but we will have {o share
his astonishment and regret at this bit of paper ”

_manipulation. MeGovern said he-deplored “even |

the slightesl hint of a conucetion” between mili- !
tary aid and this partly humanitarian program !
of which he was the first director. We deplore .
it for two reasons, .

First, Congress, whatever its wisdomy, is °
charged with voting funding levels for aid, in-
cluding military aid: And Congress has a vight
to expeet that the hureaucrats will not juggle
the books behind ifs back. Second, and perhaps .
more important, those Wclmotlvated Ameri-
cans who believe -in foreign aid in principle |
have a right to know that tlmu efforts and their
conviction will not he wndermined hy such
cnq}un gly bon"—hcaded b]uud“ls as t]us

PPN

Whom er couceived or even tacitly sance
Lioned the practice of converting food into mili-
tary aid deserves to be called on the carpet—
and then have the carpet pulled out from under

hin. !
4

S it et
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By Peter A, Jay

Washklnglon Post Forelgn Scrvice
SAIGON, Febh, 4 (Thursday)
—Vietnamese newspﬁp“gs ‘re-
aorted” today that 4at least
5000 airborne - 'troops Tave
nade a p‘.mnhutc assault-on
be Bolovens Plateau in
outhern T.aos., | .
‘American and Souih YViet-
mamese  government ©souvees
fenied the report, the latest
n-a serics of speeulative
rticles in the Saigon. press
-oncerning South Vie{inamese
nd American nuhtmy operan
ions.

Most of thc 1‘eportu, with-

n/ has been defendeq by CIA

L oF it

F BRSNS =.~J‘J~ ~

‘\u

I_/‘L)' ‘u !\_./

out attribution, 'said a joint
operation was under  way
aimed at Nmth V10L11'1mcse
sanctuary  areas in soulhern
Laos, near {he boundary of
Solzth Vietnan.

- The fivst arlicte to appeal
was an Associated Press dis-
paleh. from Phnom Penh,
which quotied “travelers {romn
Sowth Vietnam” as saylug a
mililary blackout had been,
imposed on newsmen that
bm"red the reporting details
of such an operation. That
'~1tlcle appearcd last Sunmv.
The South Vietnamese gev-|
crnminent  eensored the word
“Laos” irom headlines in the
papers corrying ihe story.
i The following day,
speeted  Saigon (mﬂv Chinh
Luan 1cp01ted massive move-’
ment of troops in South Viet-,
nam’s fivst military region,
the avea just south of the I

imilitavized” Zone.

Another paper said 20,600
South Vielnamese {roops were
conducling a joinl oporation
with Armecrican uails near the
Laotian bordar.

Chinh Luan spaculated {hatl
the troops, or at least tihe
Soutir Vietnamese clements,
would cross the border for a
sweep through the Cormmu-
nist sanctuaries. The paper did
mot say any border crossing
has yet taken place. Laler,
two Japanecse news agencies
reported that South Vietnam-
ese troops were already in
Laos.

i The army of Sovth Vletnem
denied the report though this
mormn” stories ducr;b"d an

opcmuon on the BPBolovens
Iateau a strategic arca in
extreme southern Laos that

led- Laotian mercenary forces
against mcpped -up Communist

ose N ewsn

the et

pressure in recent weeks. Most
bress comment said the var-
foys cross-border operations
were—or would bc—-wcll io
the north,

LT AL
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most of the p“pma is \*,c‘si of
the old Navine base al Khes”
anh, 15 miles cast of the Loo-
{ian border In Quangtri pro-d
viance, South Vietnam’s north-
: lern-most. '

The Salgon papers have
speculated that Xhesanh has
been rcopencd in the past fow
days by American Army pnits
as a-base for operations'to the
west, -

Many con*cspondcntv
visited Kheganh in the past)
week, There hos also beeni
much discussion here of re-
ports in  Washington that|:
9,000 American troops arc en-
gaged in a join{ operatlion with
20,000 South Victnamese in
the Qua iglri arca. K
_The Vielnamose newspapers
today made little mention of
the ncws- blackout reported
carlier by the AP ‘dispaich
| from Phnom Penh.

However, such blackouts—
or embargocs—are not unusual
in this and other wars,

In many respeets, the . oper-
ation — as described by South
Viclnamese papers — is dif-
ferent from-that in Cambodia.

For one thing, Cambodia
asked for help to elear the
Comraunists from their sanc-
tuary areas aflter DPrince Si-
honouk was deposed. The
governmeint of Yaos has not
asked for such help,
not pubhuy

A simpier cdstm(:uon is one
of - geography. Compared to
the incredibly rugged, triple-
canopy jungles and
edged mountains of the Lao
tian border areas Cambocha’s
ricefields ‘and lubber planta-

tions resemble a pulting!
greeu. ’ ’
Many military: men, especi-

ally in .the Sonth Vietnamese
command, have long favored
an operalion into Laos to de-
stroy

ground forees as it has never
becrr cut by repeated air

, The area smﬂled out by

strikes.

"Aii operatibn like  that
could end the war,” one mili-
tary man sald sceveral weeks
S’O R
“The v 411 hes becomg evel

more critical since Cambodia,
military sources say, because
it is the last possible infiltra-
tion roule into South Vietnam
left open to the North Vietna-
mese. ”

havej!

at lcast]

razor-!

sanctuary areas and cut’
the ¥lo Chi Minh “rail with!

The Cambodian ports of
Kompong Som, former Siha-
‘noukville, has been closed to
;Communist shipping since
Jast spring! Refore that, it was
‘e, Jast possible cntry point
Yinto southeriy Inc‘ochma for
Conimaunist supplies.

Naval operations have ap-
parently halted most infiliva.
‘tion by sampans plying the’
coast and interior walerways.

“Tho trail is all he has left,”
said oné source, referring io
the cnemy. “Cut it and that's
all she wrole”

In the past, ]10\‘0vcr high-
ranking officers have cmphat-
ically said that any operalion
——even by the South Vieina-
mese alone—was out of the
guestion for politicel reasons.

“The ARVN want to go,” a
high-ranking general offlccr
‘said as recently as a month
ago, “But they can’t go w /ith-
out-our help and we're
ing to give it.”
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By Peter A, Jay

B ’ \‘«athmﬂto.\ osb Foreign Sarvice

) OUAI\G'I‘}L I, South Vietna m, Feb, 4 (Thursday) -
'The U.S. Military Command removed the vraps 1oday
from the biggest a
"in mearly three ye ars,

L

and - -begun Jast Saturday under cover of a nnhtmy
Imposed news blackout, 29,000 '

American ,ax_ldl S(mth Viet- arms five dir crwd at U.S, air-
namese {roops swept weat- ¢raft, but {here were no sigai
< ward just south of the demili- ficant ground contaels it
- + the enemy. Enemy losses woere

tavized zone to South \10L~ reported to three dead.
nany’s border with Laos, The) The U, 8. Command lifted
met virtually no resistance. the news blackdul today, say-

ing it had accomplished its
Some. 9,000 Ame = L
- 0 L ! American troop purpose by keeping informa-
< from. mfdnhy and cavah}

tion oul of the hands of the
cucmy. S
The operation is the largest
mounted "in South Vietnam
since Operation Quyet Thang
in April, 1969, There has bom
pcnmtemt speewlation in the
Vieinamese press in reeent
days that the purpose of the
operation was {0

units Jeopcned the old MMarine
‘base -at ]\he\auh which had
‘been | abandoned b) the Ala-
rines in July,. 1968, aflter a
long -siege by the North Viel-
nhamese was lifted,
. At the same time, 20,000
‘Soulh Vietnamese troops fol-

lowed the Americans in their
drive into the rugged) moun-

sanctuary  arcas in Laos by,
tainous border cgf{’ltly thay South Vielnawese forces. Milis
contains some of the most &UY Spokesmen refused 1o
famois  battlefic clds of tne Comment on this, but said that!
war, - Do troops had crossed thc

L Other allied uh its  w e.z border.
aille i €l Route 9, an old Fre 1
’noxmn into the Ashau Valley oute 9, an old French- bm £

highway that connects Doun-|
n the mounlains  along the
Ny ; S gha orth er W
South  Vietnam-Laos bordor gha, north “of here, ith

. Savannalkhet in sovlthm n:
south of Khesanh. The oper. -

. ¢ Laos just across the Mol zong!
ation was. supported by a mas- i ‘ " -

River from Thailand, was re-

sive Armacr l

tth fixs 1@1{1&2181 cl)lfl hti &e 133111)1@111] cpened by army enginecrs as
¢ & far as South Vietnam's border

tion, huge C-130 , transports N ‘

with Juaos.
jwere Iﬁndlnf’ every few min- o

utc here and af  nearby A fomgrd base was estah-
Don‘fhw unloading troops and! ]JSh"d at the old special
- cqutpmcul { force camp of Laugvei, only

” Only three American casual- abouL two miles from the
1es were reported. They in- border. Militar 0

cluded two men ir 4 “O“mégs
booby trap and Ol]Aﬁﬁlrmédaﬁnﬁ[Rﬁleas& Q:M
aceiden’, o border and  artillery. bases
" were helng set up ncarby,

Q:;_‘;;;Jt

allied opemtlons in South chtn am

In" the opnratwn code named Dewey Canvon 11,

i There were réports of small-

launch a!
drive into North \«IICLH(JJ]CS{“

e L

10

s e zn

Earlier,
officials announced
thrust into Cambodia, but said
~the operation invelved only
about 2,500 fresh troops sup-
‘poried by Awmerican air power.

That d{orce joine
South Vietnamese
‘had  alveady  bLeen
North Vietnamese sanciuary
arcas -in Cambodia. The 10,
000-man foree then launched
a new operation that has been
going on for about a weck, of-
ficials said. o

Military sources in Wash-
ington sald that one reason’
Gen, Creighton "W,
commarider of  American.
forces in Vietnam, massed so
nany huops around :Khesanh:
was to make Hanol ro- c\a'*m‘e
its plan {0’ make the -ace
around Scpone, In somhom
Laos, & hig staging area {or
ary-season’ offenslvos

.The American command- in
Vletnam these sowrces’ said,-
. mterceptcd messages ﬁ(’u
‘Manoi aboul a week ago or-
dering one of ils regiments to
clear out unfriendly forces
around Sepone. ..

The North Vietnamese yegi-
ment, these sources said, was
supposed to move south from
Sepone to clear the way for
war traffic {o supply {roops in
Cambodia and South Vietuzn.

Khesanh is on a platcau off
. Route 9 -~ the east-west road
i which runs into Sepone. So
the base is a good launching
{ boint for operations a%i st
Sepone,

Another reason for the
massing of allied trecps in
northwest Victnam, informed
sources | said, was to foree
IHanoi to spread its own forces
thinly all along the Laotian
‘border, :

Allied com'n'xndus hoped
this would take the pressuie
off fucndly forees Lnthm‘
north hym;f to ho]c[ tlu. P I
of Jars. -

Gen. Van Yao and Ius fow
of irregulars —- troops train
emﬁm,awégzpdé

by the Ceniral Intell ligenca
[Xgencv - s trym" to hold’

another

.

South Victnamese:

a 7,500
{roaps who :
combing.

Abrams,

‘ISR@&O?OGM@OM%E for|. -

{

that plain for ihe ncutralis(
Yootian government of .Prince
“Souvanna Fhouma. .
j But yesterday's wive serv-i
.ice reports out of the Laotian
‘ecapital of Vientiane indicated
that the Communisls were
making significant gains in its
dry season offensive in north-
ern Laos,

Reuter reported that the
neutralist heaqquariers town
of Muong Soui had fallen to
the North Vicinameso as well
‘as the nearby hilliop base at
Phouse and four government
positions about 10 miles cast
o; Luang Prabang. ]

Tthe anln Vietnamese were
moving toward luang Yiea-
:hang, the Royal Capital, ne
oy "ging to thc Laotian Govern-,
sanent.. Co

A D&.fOI]“G Ministry spokes-
lman 'old_ news conference in
\Jcn fane yesterday that two
- North  Vietnamese divisious
were deployed east of the Dan-
na Mountain Ridge, the last

natural obstacle in front of thc" /

Central Intelligence Agency'
headquarters at Long Cheng’
and the refugee center zl Sam
Thong. ) . ,
The defense minister KMuong
Soyl.fell early yesterday alter
the North Vieinamese bat-
tered the battalion of neutra-
list {roops for nine hours with
mortars and rockets, |
Phouse, also known as Site
57, was a Laotian Go'\'emmcutf

.observation post for watcehing!

Communist {roops movem‘nt“'
on the Plain of Jars.
Severe Blow

neuter said that observers
in Vientianc considered the
loss; of Muong Soui a severe
blow to Souvanna Fhoma and
his shaky coalition govern-
ment. Muong Soui had been
recaptured by Laotian forees
in October alter being in Com- |
munist hands for 15 months.

Spokesmen at the Laotian
defense mintsiry sald five So-
viet-built P11 76 tanks were

Muong Soui, but it was not

N
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By Lee Lwc s
Weshington Iost Foraizu Service
" VIENTIANE, March 8—
/The day after South Viet-
‘namesc {roops began mass-
ing at ‘the border for thur'
‘fnvasion of Laos, Premier
Souvanna Phouma was talk-
;ing to a ¥French reporter.
“What's going on in south-
ern ¢ Laos?”  the - reporter
asked. :
“T don’l know.
- “Why don’t you call the
CAmericans and find out?”
the reporter suggested, ac-
- cording to the account given
* by a diplomat here. ‘
When Souvanna called,
U.S. Awmwbassador G. DMe-
‘Murtrie  Godley said  he
Do didn’t know eithér, but
would find out aud lat the
-pringe know.
The story is clearly sclf-:
.serving, ‘As  oue welldn
*formied source explains: “If
:Souvanna had been con-
“sulted or kept informed,
"would have pm Wim o a dx
ficull position” since he is
( the leader of nominally neu-
’ tral nation.
For the' U.S. embassy
here, it is also usclul to pro-
. - dess n6 knowledge or con-
« trol of events in southern
Laos.. :
However,
that the foo government
and ariny have been kept al-
most tolally in the dark
since the South Vieinamese
dnvaslon of their country
began, and the American
embassy here has com-
plained that it was not beiug
“kept  adequatcly  informed
by Washinglon and Saigon.
The lack of information in
“this  traditionally rumor-
swamped - capital has re-

4 1Y R =

_sulted in unusually candid

i ,1 O
/ :/;F"‘}"{.f""‘-’ ;;/iff ’[ ('}
i vy

/u LS

it is also true

conlessions of lgnomnce by
highranking Leaotians, wild
reports of nonakistent troop
movements and whimsical
theorizing by Lao officers
who feel they should Lnew
more- about the southern
fighting.— some of the
bloodiest fighting on Lao
soil duung Inore than 20
years of wa :

S“T've had a coup}o of
‘bricfings from the Ameri-
cans,” one cabinet officer
said  rceently, “bul  they
didn’t amoeunt 1o anything”

. One of the wilder reports
that appeared in the Awmeri-
can press last weex was that
a joint Lao-Thai force was
sweeping castward from Sa-
vamnakhet along Highway 9
as the South Vietnamese in-
vasion force was altempling
to drive westward from tlie
border
way. .
According to the report,

the Lao-Thai- force had.

stalled less than halfway to
its objective-—the town of
Muong Phine,
Looking for War

Two journclists set out
from Savannakhet by bus
last week to ride east as far
as possible looking for signs
of war, The first snag came
when a small mud skipper
—a small fish—broke out of
a plastic  container and
sailed out the back of the
bus oato the highway. )

The mud skipper's owner
set up a cry and the bus
driver was persuaded to
stop and back up until the
fish was retrieved and re-
turned to ifs plastic sack
with four or five other mud
skippetrs destined to make a
meal’s main course

At Seno, somanolent garri-

-bombs, - but
~waves are the enly link with

on the same high-.

pene, the windows are occu-
sionally rattled by U.S.
those

the fighting furthesr cast.

Refugees from past Amer:

jean bombing now live in
rrany of the Sono barracks
built by the. French armwy
and used as a way-stalion
for reinforcements en route
to the hatlle of Dien Dien
Phu in 1951, i

The dusty base is {far tco
large for the small head-
quarters of the Royal Lao
army’s  GU-316  unil, and
parts .ol the bhase appear
ahandonsed

Officers  speak  of tl.m‘

South Vielnamese invasion
in very vague terms and
‘have trouble showing visi-

tors on a map where the

fighting is taking
They are more
with  the

place.
coicarnad
pressure  that

‘mixed Pathet Loao-North ’\’i~_ )

einamese unils are pulling

on Dong Hene, a town m)uvt.

20 miles cast of Seno. Dong
Hene is the easlernmost
population ‘center held by
Royal Lao troops.

*We are waiting for an at-
teek on Dong llene and we
expect to be hit hy rockm
one colonel said.

Little Activily

There is no sign in Seno
of any large-scale milifery
activity, and officers tlere
and in - Savannakhet spéak
of defending positions, nol
of driving easiward to catch
the Communists in a vise.

T major

“We don’t have the forces .

for distant offensive opera-
tions,” a colonel at regional
Theadquarters  inc Savannak-
_het said when talking of en-
emy-held towns less than 50
miles away.,

The regional headquarters
for the ‘CiA-financed Special
Guerrilla  Units—popularly
called the Tigers of the For-
est——was
sweek. - -

1he year- oId base at None
- Savang is far sprucer and
- better equipped than régu-
lar Lao army hases, telud-

- . ing the central headquirters

The guerrilla units oper-
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tage ralds against Nerth Vi-
etnamc\ on tne Ho cm

4 e e

son town less than £0 mdcs
away {rom batlle-scarred Se-

al;o qumt Tast -

shock 5/

\r e .
‘o;z}e Ameri-
been reported Lo

hab}e ILpCll‘t‘?

ans have
have = accompanied iheze;
raids, but American offizials
here  strongly deny  {hat
Americans ever pacticipale
in the missions.

When two Amecrican re-
porters walked inlo the.
camp last week, it was pay-

. ¢ for ene gucerilla unit,

'l‘ho men were lined up and

a p:xyma;tu was doling out

fistiuls of notes, A Tiger 0£

the Forest makes rauct

more than the roughly $5 a

rillas get combal pay \;In‘c
in the ficld. "

The guard at the can:p’s )

gate saluted the reporiers
cven though they dizem-
barked frowm a2 bus, hardly
the means of {ransport used
by eofficial Americans who -
work ‘with the guerrilla unit.
Cight to Win® »
The deputy camp comn-
mander, however, was quick
to cscort the reporters off
camp grounds, “but cour-
teously invited them {o have
bear at a nearby roadside
stand. He explained that no,
operations  weve
under way and thuat he knew
almost nothing about the
South Vietnaimese invasio
His unit’s motlo “We flgnt,
~ to win” is a curious cholce
* which perhaps makes an in-
teresting distinction in Laos’
longilasting, see-saw war. |

The speeial uniis with
their  guerrilla raining,
American and Thal advisers

-and American findncial sup-

~port are not cut from tie
same cloth as the regular |
Lao and Pathet Lao units.

As-one
marked, “The opposing com-
manders in this war went i0.
school together and they are
used to giving a little nnd
taking a little each yefu. It

_can be an almost gentle
war.’ T

\Iany Americans in Laos ¢

are not inter "*tmg in tradi- -

R%@W qm@tlonn. :
¢, ab Iea»t prefcr the
larger-seale fxghtin’ga aud

higher stakes of the war in

month aregular Lao receuit |
gets, In addition, the guer-

American  re-’

P
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In a sense it is, as Eugene McCarthy told a Boston
audience last week, “a dilferent war.” Different because it
is more dangerous, less-egsy to defend or justify, and be-
cause our perspectives about it have changed. Differcnt,
too, from a legal and constitutional point of view, for
~ the invasion of Laos follows in the wake of adoption of
the Cooper-Church amendment and repeal of the Gulf
ol Tonkin Resofution. “I have been unable to discover a
single instance in our history,” Rep. Paul N. McCloskey

(R., Calif.) told the Mouse on February 18, “where an

o American President ordered offensive operations in a
foreign country immediately after Congress has specifically
repealed a prior resolution authorizifig him to wage war
it that country.” But in another sense, it is still the same
crucl and scnseless war, extended in area and with a more
intensive application of American air power. .

Thoe public knows more about the war today than it
knew when President Johnson left office, but it has per-
mitted its¢lf to be caught up in the mystifications and
double talk of the Administration. Neither the media nor
the politicians liave been particularly helpful in telling
the: public what"“it needs to know. True, it has become
increasingly difficult for the media to find out what is

‘happening on the-ground and in the air in Laos, But at
a different level—the level of analysis and interpretation-—

- the media have often been less than candid., Like the

politicians, they have been inclined to ‘give the President

the benefit of the doubt. Too often reporters have been
. willing to pass along the firm and radiant optimism of
Laird, Kissinger (scc article p. 296} and the President,
without serious critical “analysis. (For an example sce
“The New Optimism,” Newsweek, March 1.) In part,
too, this willingness to deal gently with the Administra-
‘tion’s “game plan” stems from fear that it just might suc-
ceed. Neither thesmass miedia nor the President’s critics
have wanted to venture too far out on the limb of specu-
lation and conjecture; they have preferred to wait for fail-
ure rather than predict it. ‘

“This attitude is totally out of phase with the urgency _ " ; . S
‘designed to insure the safe withdrawal of U.S. troops

of the situation that now confronts us. We are not playing
guessing games. This war has been with us for a long time.
We have heard these “optimistic” reports before. It is no
Jonger a question, if it ever was, of whether a particular
“operation might succeed in purely military terms. “The
basic flaw in our Southeast Asia war policy,” as Kingman
Brewster, president of Yale University, sees it, “is moral.”
Our moral position becomes only the more untenable as
we mancuver to get others to assume the painful burdcns
of 2 war for which we are essentially responsible, “The

reduction of casualties, even the withdrawal of all Ameri-

Can troops,” as Brewstcr points out, “docs not mitigate
the moral responsibility for the spread of the war; for
the indiseriminate bombing of neutrals; for the sCorching
of forests and villages; for the massacre of innocents.” All
the current domestic sparring over semantics, definitions,

whether Operation X failed or succecded, and legalisms
(just what

i Approve
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beside the point, It is, Brewster adds, “as though America!
had no concern for the sanctity of human life, as such; as’
though, somehow, Auncricans cared only sbout American
lives.”: : . ' : IPREE '
‘Even at this late hour the Administration continuecs to
make ‘sport with the facts and the truth. The phrase
“combat troops” has been dropped in favor of “ground
troops,” who are, we are told, forbidden to center Laos.
But we have both a command role and a ground combat

role .in Laos.- A large “secrct” army, directed by the

CIA, operates out of the base at Long Cheng. They
South Victnamese drive into Laos is fotally dependent

on Amcrican air and helicoptér support. Such massive usz

of air power is not “supportive”; it is primary, and -
ground troops play the supportive role, FEven s$o, the drive

-is stalled short of its objective. Hence the President’s
suggestion that Hanoi is responsible for spreading the war
“is on a par with the optimism he has voiced about the

action itself, It is on
commanders that the

a par, too, with the advice of U.S.
North Vietnamese would not resist

“the: invasion. (See James Weighart's dispatch, New York
Daily News, February 26.) ’ :

We are told that thijs massive operation i$ miercly

from Vietnam. Yet according to Jerry Greene, the knowl-
edgeable military editor of the New York Daily News,
U.S. military commanders in Vietnam are now convinced
that the timetable for withdrawal should be accclerated.
It is their view that we should take whatever Tisks are

involved in an early withdrawal, since the presence *of

-large U.S. forces hinders the development of whatever

military capability the Seuth Victnamese possess. It would
seem, therefore, that the removal of all U.S. forces is
being—and will probably continue to be—held up for
reasons not directly related to their safe withdrawal. But
again, our concern at the morment should not be with
considerations of this order. What should appall us is
the deepening American -moral involvement in a war
that becomes steadily more indefensible, Qur heritage

demands, to quote Kingman Brewster again, that “nonc
of us by his silence contribute to the moral erosion of

mﬂémmweﬂﬂﬁocfbﬂﬂﬂﬂsﬁs the war drags on.
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VII“‘J TIANE, Laos--Assess-
mr- traffic on. the Ho Chi
me Trail is a notorlously
inexact sclence.

Trail-watchers, hidden
Chillsides and along suspacied
roadways, do their bast, but
they olten find themsclves
counling trucks twice and
nissing others entircly.

Electronic sLnJo**
“craft cameras have b
work, as have ﬂm eycs
guerrillas, “but the preooss
rafses serious questions about
the precise arithictic being
reported dn Washington and
Sd}gou.

L Intell

Qpes king 1hur;<d¢5
.%uth Vielname ese drive
« 1n0s, President Nixon sajd: ¢

on

ecnput Lo

i'—el.cch, mates
of th«

- ehacked the flow .of suppl

down the tr ails from the area
in which the North Vietnamese
«and the Sculh Vietnzinese are
engaged. And Gen.
ton Amms (commander” ot
U.S. Forces in Inlochina), re-
ports. that there has bren a ”u
pércent decrease in lruck traf-
fie south into South mea*n
which macans that those trucks
that do.not go south will not
‘carry the arms and the men
that will be killing AILICLL-
can“ " .

A source here, who did no;r was

Gen. .

.want his name used, said:
“I “doubt whether

and air- |

of ¢

in‘LCr )

Creigh-

“Abrams ever knew how much -

stull was 001“J down the trail
vin the first place. His figores
“are estimates based on intelii-
- gence. The 53 percent flgmo

Yis an estimate of the same.

kind. That makes it an esti-;

mate of an estimate.”

i When discussing figures on
*‘the amount of Nor th Vietnam-
Tese traffic along the supply
routes t}uougu Laos to Cambo-
dia and South Victnam, US.
officials here and in S'*lfon
usually quahfy their remarks
with such phras“s as ‘““those

_are b'lllpai k figures,” or “esti- -

mates” or even “guessti-

‘mates.” They use the same

phrases when discussing ene-
~myiroop strength,

This peipetual lack of k ard
-facls on enemy activities in
- Indochina must appear hewil-
dermg to many Americars,
. but it can

. steod if the
" munist supply route

1t= hmo—

geogyr ap?y, is b,dex

1y - and
ungderstood,

"As far as {hs Unite
is concerned, the prjfuun iting

t:’Ltb.

of a roufe to supply ('om IS
nist activists outsids of North
Vietnam was. pointed cut-by a
State Depariment officer in
1938. ’

The Original Feate

Thomas Darnes, af ic’r {vav-
eling in the Lao Boul area.o
Laos at the wpst
Demilitarized Z along the
17th p wallel saporating 1 Nortu
and South Vietnam,.vrrote a
report warniug of the infillra-
tion route. )

Barres then was referring to
the “original” route that be-
came known &s the Ho Chi

Minh  Trail—a path called
Routc 82 which entered Laos
near Ban Travigne, just porth

of the DAIZ, and looked puch,
into South Vietnain just below,
the DMZ at Curce \Io'n..ain
Curce ilountzin vwould later Le
known to Amervicans as Candy .
Mountain, some say for the
goodies from Hauol stored’
there. -
In 1%1 and 1652
rame

, Nortn Viet-
se troops and their Lao-
tian supporters,
Lzo, cleared out U.S.-backed
Lao government forces from
such places as Senone, west of
Route 92, which reportedly
capturﬂ.d vesterday by
Seuth Vietnamese troops.

By the time of the signing
of the Geneva accords in 1962,
which called for the noum.my
of Laos under a government
divided among Communists,
neutralists and rightists, the
only non-Communist military
force remaining in the Ho Chi
Minh Trail area was a unit
Kunown as Volunicer Battalion

33 at Houe Sane within the’
locp of Route 92 close to the
South Vietnam border,

The prohibition of foreign
freop activity in Laos in the
Geneva evrcenm\tefmctwely
gave Hanol a completely free

“hand in the trail avea, To Ha-

noi, “foreign troops” means
An vlcans, “not its own troops. -

By 1864, the North Vietna-
ese had pushed Lao umls all
the way back to Muong Phal-

"ane west of Sepone on Route 9,

the coast-west road crozzing

E@ﬁmegcﬁpmﬁeleasweomowm

South Vietnam te Tnal]and

-
‘_uaI.Als\.w Vay . L

Cban

the Pathet -

. heard

i
L

r On Leuw 9

In Novoeinber 1854, dwing a
visit to {hs front Jive at Muonz
Phalane, I suw a 20- foot hl“ﬂ
ar c-F logs en I{mu 9 just
~east of the tovn, Bebind the
barricr were Cmnmunist ma-
chlu gunhars.,

Iuvm v night trucks cou‘a be
ho ad '*k»w Route 9 scme ar-
Lriving &b the front linz, cthers
“conti: auing to Muowng Phine, a
“junction polat for Routes ¢ and

B.u‘

23. The North Victnamese
graduzlly built new paths and

roads or ¢z pandied old ong in
the Szpone-Muong Phine area.
« By 1855, enemy reinforee-
“ments for South Vieluam vwere
raoving through Laos by the
thousands. They cressed iute
the scutit through thic A Shau
Valley near the Kon mnllc-
tean just beloww the DM

The United States, in an af-

ampt to disrap these supply
routes, bozan o(‘JJIL’" Special
“For teams

s into - Laos- to
"gather ntclh fhr:o and harass

the su“>pI outes. From carly
1065 unill lazt mow"l’s drive
into Liaos by South Vietnanress
troops, more than 90 Ameri-

cans vere killad on the ground
in these operations. :

trail area, the Centval Tntelli-
gence  Agoney _uu'ul lad 2
gucitilia force and sent Amer-
icans to work with the g

las in watching the trail.

These Iarly opera tions
against the trail, pavt of which
I saw, clearly demonstrated
- the ch ficuliies in penetraling
the area.

93 Days in Cave

When Special Forces teams
infiltrated from South Vil
nam, the enemy always
scemed to be aware of their
presence, usually beacause cf
poor infiltration proce edures
One Awerican, .cut off fm..
returning, snﬂnt 93 days hiding
in a cave overloo iing Comrat-
nist activity in S:pone. .

Further west, the situaticn
was stillinore difficult,

One moraing, while I was in
a forest east of Saravane, I
firing ahead. Encmy
troops  had discovered an
American who had been with
‘some  guerrillas on a slope
overlooking  the trail, Tie
guerrillas “had deserted the
Ar'mi en and Commuapist

“him. Ie escape b?%smgpl
\[0

- 'mrl

On tho western fur of the

uerril-

The Awmerican sald the gusr-
rillas left hira when they spol-

od  footprints of the
{roops, . ,

The <caly gueuilla:. wers
ucuall) of Jpoor gnality, 1nak-
ing the job of tm.] vateling
harassment  hexzardous
and guite ineffective,

The trails themselves
difficult {o {ind.

The Awmerican trail walchor

RSy

were

told me he sometimes w oﬂd

lie for kours on a slop2 wateh-
ing what seemed to be a likely
trail area in front of hira,

He would see nothing, then
stddenly  would hear :
trafiic from a valley L”‘und B
him. By the thne ha got (o,
T n"ro the sound was coraing
fiom, the. trucks would be
gone and he-lost the oppartuni-
Ly to count them and cvaluale
their conteuts,

Yiver Bed Routes

Somctines, too, thiz North
Vietnamese would drive
frucks down river bcds, loav-
ing no tracks to indicate this
was a route for trafiic, '

Many of these trail watchers
hecame quite daring, if infil-

4tr tug the arca vas oot dar-

ing enough. In g7 Ivisited 2
hree-man South Vie Lnamn“e
tcain working along Route 92,
"The team leader would lie just
two feet from the traililseli,
afier bsing camouiluged by a
partner. The partuer would lie
about 400 yards a‘way, further
up a slope.

When trucks pas d the
fecam leader wor ud talke
close-up photograpbs.

By 1958, North Vielnamese
efforts to expand the supply
network made the o Chl
Minh Trail an interlocking net-
work of roads, paths and riv-
ers. The North Vietnamase
wad forced the withdeawal of
the. Laotian wnit at Houe Sane
and American Spacial Fovees
units at Lang Vel aund Eho

- 8rnhyin South \/1eumm

Today there is a bewildering
variety of trails, wel-
camouflaged, in the toughest
terrain  in  Soulheast Asia
fermed by the Anmnamite
Mountain chain, -

Heavy Rain Clouds”

The avea is composgd of

tnick
tains and stecp river va]leys

DOTQUOmNEE)
oned a [Hebch

n ec‘f]i-
ticn to the terrian, the Special

rain forests, high moun-




c A —LiFs _ 6 FARCH AGT
N SPEETECFROM A STATINTL R ——_— RGN
. _ -+ und. In ‘m)
[ - Approyed.For.Releass 29Q1IP§/%u.Qllﬁ-,RDBﬁOaQ1%0113590&?99,1 05‘?1&&;”1 ot o
7 A ,r"xIL invision of Laos by South
/ ] Vietnamese troops with Ameri-

4 can support secmed to offer at

' best some (TLlhIOlI: short-term rew nrds
and at worst a potential disaster, '_I‘hc
,risk was_great, for as we. have been

reducing’ the number of our forces in
. Indo-China we have actually been in-
' ér'casfng our commitment and involve-
" ment here-—first in Cambodia and now
in what s described as an “incur:_
sion” into Laos, which began in full
force ont February - Sth. It Is :ull too
“soon to render a firi nppr:mnl of the
venture, whose purpose, according to
the Americans who pu\m(Ld thLIl
South Victnamese allies to attempt i,
" was to cut through some of tlu Ho Chl
Minh Trail cumpL.\, thus “turning
- the tap, P as one American commander
put it, and reducing to a wickle the
" flow of North Vietnamese traflic south-
ward. Ihe traflic had been growing
. + heavier, Between the first of Janum)
i and mid- Iulutx), the North- Viet-
nﬂlnCSL pouud thirg-one  thousand
o new sokhcts in_at the top of the Trail,
and trucks car 1) ing qupphm were mov-
ing down at the rate of twelve. hundred
a month-—a considerahle increase in
‘both men and matéyicl over the aver-
~age monthly flow in 1970, Most of
these resources were probably headed
‘for South Vietnam,- thetgh perhaps a
. third of them were (h.sumd for Cam-
o . bodia.. But the severe fighting that has
’ taken place indic: ates that fram the start

, the .odds were a(raubt the Invasion’s
turning out to [k a‘success, even if the
we ath “has
been worsce than ity -
‘one anticipated---had
been favorable.

In the third week of
February, taking ad-
vantage of the mist
and of the fact that in-
vading South Victnam-
es¢ vehicles and armor
had been slowed if not
] bogged down, the Novth
. Vietnamese txoop; of

General - Vo \O'Ll} en
Giap—whose ‘response
to the new develop-
fnents in Laos hiad been

o
. N 'rﬂ i ~;.;‘!\103 1
-described by associates I\t‘s NEE !
. . . WO Pead .
in Hanol as “enig- D OFF .
> .-ivo ‘{'.:_ Y ' 1

«matic and smiling”—-
struck back hard at the
advanced South Viet-
- ‘namwese  fire bases. .

Giap's sApgraved For Rejgase 2

f*'*
ways been to wait and

adapt himsg1f to what-

B —1.#‘" “Em

brilliantly against the 1rench at Dien
Bien Phuin 1954.) Fuced with heavy
Amvcrican  air support of the
Vietnamese ground troops, he at firsg
decided to pull back, ay pparently on -the
theory that the Sout Vietnamese at-

tack would not be a major onc of long-

duration. Then, when the weather got
worse, he saw his chance. Sull seeking
to avoid a major confrontation, he
moved elements of three regiments and .

many anti-aircraft and mtlHu) units

south toward . the South - Victnamese
positions n]ong and around Route 9.
First, he threw his heaviest and most
modern Russian and Chinese  rockets
onto his opponents” hilltop posts. Then

he sent in sappers and other ground

troops, striking at the most valnerable
South Vietnamese outposts and mauling
élite: Ranger and airborne eIcanLs
whicl, \suh several thousand soldiers of
the best of the regular South Vietnam-

Army (ARVY) dnfantry divisions,
the First, composed Saigon’s invading
force. Shooting from hidden, anti-air-
craft emplacements—many  of them
cleverly concealed platforms ‘deep in
the jungle that covers. that forbidding
region—Giap’s forees took a heavy toll
of Amwerican and Vietnamese helicop-
ters delivering troops and ammdnidon
By F¢ bxu‘n) 23rd, about twenty-five
helicopters had been destroyed on both
sides of the border and at least that
many were damaged. Casualties are al-
ready heavy, and they could: become
heavier if *Giap decides to throw in
more troops and, despite American and

.South )

forces were enjoying a seven-to-one ad-
rantage over the I\oxth Victiamese in
men kiljed can no Jonger be substan- .
tated-—if 1t ever could have been.

At the beguining, the invading.
troops Were obsessed by what one vet-
eran American oflicial calls “the “Iche- .
pone complex.” Tchepone, on Route 9

about twenty-five miles inside the Lao-
tan border, lics athwart the major in-
vasion path. As a key station on the
Trail, it had a hard-dirt aivstrip capable
of t"tl\m" the Russian qull\‘llk‘llt of
DC-3 transports, and, as a liaison and
communications center, it had sophisti-
cated Russian equipment for guiding

Cthe “Pheadl traffic to destinatons farther

south, west, and east, According to the
invasion plans dravwn up by General
Creighton Abrams, the American com-
manddr in Vutnam, and his Vietnam-
ese ¢counterpart, General Cao Van
Vien, Tchepone-was to be seized and
luld_, at least Jong enough for the South
Victhamese to conduct sw eep- and-pa-
trol operations around it In all diree-
tions in an effort to destroy as many
major Trail supply caches as possible.
Exenafter the South Vietnamese begzan
running into trouble from bad weather
and anti-afreraft fire, the afestrip re-

mained an objective, although the com-

had * alveady

it became in-

niunicatdons  equipment

been carried off, and

‘ereasingly apparent that the basic con-

cept of the attack would hau to b\ al-
tered “in time” as well as “in space”—
to use the terms President Nguyen Van
Thicu used in describing the operation.
By "then, though the -
invading forces had
destroyed some siz-
able North Victnamese
caches near the border,
it was only téo clear.
that the success. of the
attack would be severe-
Iy hmited by the re-
doubtable complexity
of the Trail network.,
Nine major Trail
routes fan down from .
the Mu Gia Pass and
two other mountain
defiles in North Viet-
nam. (These three de-
“files, through which
nearly all tmﬂm -passes,
have been hit constant-
ly by’ Amcnc.m B-52
and other bombers

OOOiQ q\f) :ars, but with
/7 p mrte d SLlch><“":’r!+f~1
since pinpoint mr'mtm"
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3 ]@@gﬁ Tanks I Laos

By- The Associated Press

Enemy tank reinforcements’

[ USs. helicopter pilots liad re-

‘closing in on a major South Viel- } ported spotting North Vietnam-

namese position in Laos were |ese tanks maneuvering for a
“hit yesterday by U.S. fighter-'| new assault on the Holel 2 posi-
bombers which destroyed eight || tion. :

of them, Saigon headquarters
" reporled. )

. American transport planes: reported under strong enemyidominated attention in the I.rido-,

1 Ichina theater, more sharp fight-
ing was reporled (o the south in
South Vietnamese
Ho Chi Minh irail vemained as well as around the regions ofi troops operating across the.hor-

rushed hundreds of fresh South!
i Vietnameése {roops northward as:
the campaigi to cut the enemy’s

fluid at the start of its fourth’
wéek, ‘More hard fighting was,
expected. - : o
- Far to the south, hrisk fight-

Hotel 2 is 11 miles southwest
of Lang Vi, and lasi week was

pressure.
American Thelicopter pilois
who flew over the Hotel 2 area,

Hill 31, 1l 30 and several rang-
er landing zones, reported that
yesterday was “their quietest
day in weeks,” They said anti-

N
EEL

'i* Repotts from Vientiane sald
ithat in other areas of Laos,
North Victnamese forces were "

putting pressure on military

posts. These accounts: said sev-

eral hattalions of cnemy troops

were reported massing near the,

gecret Long Cheng base in
northern Laos, while other Com-
munist-led units knocked out a
guerrilla base supported by the
U.S. Ceniral Intelligence Agency

| just north of the Plain of Jars. .

47 Reds Repozted Killed |
Although the South Vietnam-
ese push into southern Laos

Cambodiz.

der less than 100 miles north of
Saigon reported killing 47 ciemy
troops Sunday. South Vietpam-
ese headquarters reported that

ing ‘was announced in a paralleli- aircrafl fire was lighter and thatigovernment forces lost fwo men

thrust by South Vietnamese

- itrdops against North Vietnam-)

ese-Viel Cong supply lines in
eastern Cambodia. AU.S. Army
helicopter supporting the Saigon|
troops was shot down, the Amer-
fcan command reported, and all
four crewmen were killed.

"+ Enemy gunners fired mortar, - Ipp)
llevacuation missions.

Command has acknowledged the®
loss of 36 helicopters on both-

shells at an oil refinery near the
Cambodian seaport of Kompong
Som early today, setting four of
six large storage tanks ablaze, a
‘spokesman in Phnom Penh said.
‘He added -that three Cambodian
soldiers were killed and six
were  wounded  repulsing a
ground attack that followed the
mortar barrage.

South Vietnamese “headquar-|

most of their missions centered
around Ban Dong, 15 miles in-
side Laos. ' :
While U.S. authorities have
‘declared - thal no American
‘ground combat support will take
part in the Laos operation, U.S,
helicopters are flying gunship,
troop lift, resupply and medical
The U.S.

sides of the border since the
Laos operation began Febru-
lary 8. .
' "Other American aireraft, in-
teluding jet fighter-bembers, also
are supporting the-operation and

Minh trafl. -’

-ters said the eight Soviet-made
tanks were smashed by U.S. jets
‘near the town of Ban Dong on
Route 9 where South Vietnam's
1st Infantry Division has estah-
lished~ a position code-named
Hotel 2. A spokesman said 52 of
‘North Vietnam’s PT-76 amphibi-
ous tanks have been knocked out
by allied forces since the Lao-
ktian operation began February
8. L

v

Eing there were indications that
traffic on the trail has;been

killed and 23 wounded. .

{ 'the drive inte Cambodia also
is aimed at destroying enemy
supply .systems and knocking
out possible efforts to build up
for action in the III Corps area
that surrounds the South Viet-
_namese capital, T

pounding heavily at the-Ho Chi

: L |
A report {rom ‘the northern '
fwar zohe quoted sources as say-

slowed considerably since the

operation into Laos bhegan.;
There were reports, he'said,

1that some North Vietnanese ve-
ihicles were moving south emp-
ity, picking up cargo from stock-
|

i

piles. and moving it back north-

ward to-keep it from- being de-

stroyed or seized.

" STATINTL
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" Saigon, Feb. 23 (Special)—
“ Laotian tribesmen organized by v
: the U.S, Central Intclligence :
" Agency have cpencd up a sec-
: - tond front. The aim is to cut the
y . “western routes of the Ho Chi |
: “Minh Trail being used by the
~ Communists {o avoid the Sguth
.. Vietnarese drive into-Leaos, re-
+ lable sources said tonight. - ) B .
.+ Several thousand gucrillas, :
initially deploved between Se- .
-pone and Muang Phin, two Ley
aotian transshipment points,
arg now Urowing their full
weight into blocking and haras-
sing Communist supply nmove-
ments, - ~—Josoph Fried
R S

\ .
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1. _SAIGON (UPI)—-A ClIA-rained force of 2,500 hill tribesinen
in L.aos has moved into the Scpone arca to block another seclion
of the Ho Chi Minh Trail and backstop a renewed drive into
Laos by South Vielnamese forces, military sources said today.
With more than 10,000 Scuth Vietnamese reinforcements and
hundreds of U.S. helicopters reported preparing for a new drive
toward Scpone, Laotian Premiery——7 "7~
Prince Souvanna Phouma was Yourth Dasc Abandened
disclosed to have appealed 0] . conrees said the Soull
. U.N. Sceretary General U Thant! The sources said the Saul

. . ! D Vietnamidse infantry <L 1
for ‘intervention with the gmati\‘e.u’amr_sh nfantrymen lcfi the

powers to remove all f.orcifrn-ﬁ:"e support hase, callqd.HoLol
' S%ia bocause heavy antiaiveraft

A

treops from Laos.

The heavy fighting of the past
week in Laos died down tedny
but & South Vietnamese infantiy
unit of 200 men abandoned an-
other fire support base in the
bogged down Hzht to cul (he

‘communists’ supply lines, frenty

dispatches reported.
The South Vietnamese incur-

sion hy 16,000 ncn has beeny.
stalled for two weeks 15 miles|

Jdnside the border. The main lar-
get of the drive which began
Feh. g, reportedly was Sepone, a

ciossreads of the sunply trail 27;

miles inside Laos where meun-
tain passes opon from the north,

Guerrillas af Muong Dhine

Military sources n Saigon said
{he Laotian hilltribesmen
trained, financed and equippad
by the Central Infeiligence
Azency, had heca moved to
Block the road junclion of Hiucng
Phine in' Luos, another cross-
roads of the {rail west of Scpone.

North-scuth  Route 23 and
east-west Route 9 — the axisof
the South Victnamese drive intp
Lzos — cross at Muong Phine,

about 10 air miles soutluvest of

Sepone.

its capiurc would block a ma-

jor sector of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Communist supplies were
veperted passing through ther
after  Sovth  vietnamese " cut
Highway 914, - '

. Spokesmen said the guerrillas
‘In one operation last week de-
stroyed a dozea Conuvmunist sup-
ply trucks, blew up a bridge and

-

drove off the secwity detail;

guarding the North Vie{namesc
convoy. .

UPI Correspondent Kim Wil
lengon reported from Vientlane

that Souvamna disclosed his ap-

peal to Thant in a speech to
s‘tudents‘, mads public today in
the Laotian capital. '

.

B

v

- nioved to Khe
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helicopfers

ac-

Uire prevented U.S.
[{rom dropping supplics or ev
vationg wounded, Jt is the fourth
hase the South Vietnamese have
ahandoned under Communist
fire in a week. | ‘

Sources also veported {hat
12,600 Scuth Vietnomese rein-
forcomants are baing sent to ald
the cstallad drive in Laos. -

FYervy W. Friedbeln, when asked:
abeut the veporls [rom
n fhat 10,600 South Viet-

‘sont to ald the stelled drive in
Laos, replied, “I have absolutely
pothing here 1o substantial:
those stories.” . e

(Fricdhicr, did not rule out
future 1noverents of 2dditional
troops in to Laos.) -

Official spekesmen said -320
Sguth Vielnamese soldiers have
been killed in the three-week-old
Laolian operation, with 1,002
wounded and 99 missing in ac-
4ion. They said 3,118 Cornmnunist
troops had been slain in the
campaign. - S

" 38 Coplers Cfficially Lost,

The U.S. command put-Anieri-
con losses at 40 dead, 35 wound-
| ed and 15 missing in action. The
| Command said an Army UHI
UTuey helicopter was shot.down

over Laos yesterday, wounding
~aterewman,
Spolzesmen st

id it was the 33th

American. chopper destroyed in
§ support of the Laotianppemtmn
1n addition to two U.S. jets.

{Maj. , Richard Gardner,
; spokesman_ for the U.S. Com-
¢ mand, said 1,400 of the enemy
" had been killed by American air
© strikes, the Associated Press re-
ported.

. Americzn he

.

(Penlagnn press  spokesman

?

the Laolian ‘operation, but’ re-
{used to say how many. Other
sources said they would replace
those shot down and also weuld
increase the fleet, which num-
bered ahout 600 at the startof
the Laotian operation, AP said.)

Tihe Hotel 2 base was evacuated
"yeslerday by two hatlalions of
ist infantry division troops; who,
walked out carrying (heir
wounded, the sowrces said.

The . South Velnamese aban-
doned a damaged $2, million
(43 Sea Stallion troop-carry-
ing helicopter to prevent its foll-
ing into enemy hands. They
zlso destroyed a 155-mm. how-
itzer. . )

UPI correspondent Joseph W.
Galloway sald they fought their
way to the bordey post of Ilam
wWehi in South Vietnem, carry-
inz men who had heen wounded
as long as three days ago.

The arlillery base is about 20
aniles southeast of hill 31, anolh-
er South Vietnamase combat
base overrnn Thursday hy Notth
Vietnamese troons and tauks
and the scene of bitter fighting
gver the weekend. »

Claim Viclory .

South Vietnam today claimed
victory in.that four-day batile,
seens of the fivst major fighting

Letvzeen tonks in the Tndeching

. b war,
cinforcelmnts are being T

Col, Nguyen Treng TLuant,
commander of a Sputh Vislnam-
cse armored column, said South
tramese trcops are-in the

[ A

area of Hill 31 today, but not on
e hill iteslf, The Uarth Viet-

naraese withdray., . .

The Communist Pathet-Tao
«said their {orees caplured:more
than 100 South Viclnamese para-

-tanks were burning, hut kept
al

(Gardner also said additional
licopters had bet Laos to reminforce that 16,000-
Sanh to support man task force trying to cut the

troopers in storming Hill 3t and
that 207 American aireraft have
been destroyed in scuthern lacs
since South Vietnamese forces
moved into the area Feb. 8.

A broadeast communigue by
the Pathet Lao said those cep-
tured at Hill 31 included the
colouel who commanded the 3rd
South Vietnamese Paratroop
Brigade. o o

Col, Luat said he saw more
than 15 Communist PT75 tanks
go up in flames in the battle of
Tiill 31 but he did not see a
single man leave the tanks,

“It was remarkable. The

moving and {iring,” he sald.

"over-all sucecess.

&1 ARDPSY 61601R000700010001-6

The. first reinforcements,
rore than a battalien of South
Vietnamese marines, were air-
lifiad to the hig base at Khe
Sanh 12 miles from the Lactian
barder yesterday awd {! wh into
Laos aboard an armada of heli-
copters, : :

According to military sources’
the reinforccments are riceded
to maet a threat posed by anl
estimated seven Novth Vietnam~l
ezse regiments and tank units op-
eraling along Route 9 inside]
L.a0s, B

The South Victnamesa op-arn-i
tion has heen stalled about 16
miles across the border for near-
Iy two wecks. .

Lt. Gen. James W, Sulherland,
commander of the 9,000-man
American tedm which is sup-
porting the South Vielnamese in
the Laotian Invasion, said in Khe
Sonh that the offensive “has not
gone as well as we Inlended.,”

However, he said, it is an

Major {izhting has heen under-
way for meic thag a week cen-
tercd avound several key spots
o2 Route 9, including il 31,

J“Not. one erewmen got ont of:”

:those tunks. I think their leaders
flocked the tank doors before the
hajtle.”” R
| South Victnam was-reported
rushing the 10,000 men info

Hg Chi Minh Trail supply sys-

t@IA-RDP80-01601 I}i00070001 0001-6
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The U.S.sponsored invasion of Iﬁos plamly rcvcals (]x at ih=

b \”hltc Houise still mulmcs iltusions of a U S mlhtary \1Ltory in

) s lndocluna = - .- ) -

U.S. actions Lmdcr the Nixon 3/11.nmst1dt1on cIos' ly pmalld

“‘the self-de lusion of French policy before France’s final defeat.in

lndochlm in 1954 The lastest events can be better understdod in
hﬂht of ﬂ'llS historical parallel, especially because of Washington’s
“efforts at’ mystification—the lies about U.S. aims and actions

~intended to-lull to sleep the American people and world opinion,
) oerwhchumOIy opposed to U.S. mtcwentlon and 1ggre<sxon in

- . T -

Indochma R .
After decisive Vietnamese v1ctor1os in- ]930 thL resmt'mc«,

' provcd that it had the ability to check any French offensive, and

fmal victory for the Victpamese became only a question of time,

wlnch always runs in favor of the popular forces in a peoples war.

Ivnormo this reality, and prodded by U.S. pressure and dollars,

Paris kept vainly searching for a position of strength or an even
more iltysory mlhta[y victory. A conﬂpamo]e situation has existed -
in Indochina since 1968, when the National hberahon Front of
Sotxth Jietnam mountdd its Tet offensive, Tl e DRV defeated tl\o
U.S. mr war and the P’Ilhbt Lao ﬂduevcd mlportant \’1ctor1us in
Laos o : T . -

During the f!rst resistance war of the Indochmes» pooplos the
"French government, like the U.S. today, kept issuing a steady

stream of false communiques about imaginary gains, minimizing
‘and dbc’msmc French losses and setbacks. And when, the
Vietnamese resistance joined forces with the Pathet Lao, Paris
accused the DRV (the Vietminh) of “invading” Laos. That
proved.-to be the final self-deception for the French before.their
defeat at Dienbienphu. Today, the three peoples of Indochma

.again confronting a common agaressor, are fully Jusufxed in

providing each other mutual aid, a trutn whxch Waahmaton IS
4rying to obfuscate. -

Just as the French effmts to hold all of Indochxm set the sh%
for France's final dcfeat, the fullscale extension of the war to_
Laos and Cambodia-by the Nixon administration may well e the
“prelude for the final act of ‘.'.’:an’n<'t0'1s hopos for mamtﬂmm"
he%mony in lndocnna ' : S -

Pw,hcn the dark B S : .

This may not be' rogdlly evxdont hcre \.'hlI“ Wﬂ.shmﬂton is
doing everything in its power to kecp the press and public in the -
~ dark about what is happening in Lios and Indochina as a whole..
Wnshm“ton is dc>peut<,ly trying to disguise the extent of u.s

t .

.,‘\;ﬁlﬁaaaso 016(

STATINTL

lmohcmont 'md U.S. and Saizon losscs in Laos. For exa mple, as,
of Feb. 19, the U.S. command in Saigon officially stated that

. only 12 U.S. helicopters had been lost in the current mv“mon of
Laos and an additional six had been lost in related operations in
notthern y
~quoting a Reulers dmpqtch npmted that “reliable U.S, sources, in:

"South Vietnani.” But the Feb. 20 Washington Post,
Saizon™ said “that well over 50 U.S. h“hcoptms h ad b& cn downod
in the Laotian ope ration. ) i

The  catalog of U.S. lies is v1rtua11y cndlocs Tl‘e Nixon'
administration says that "the iuvasion of . Laos is a test of
“Vietnaization,” that no U.S. “ground forces” are pattici; pating

dnit, i tl.at were true, why are U.S. JOU(D'ﬂﬁta prevented from’

obxrvmg what is taking place along the “Ho Chi Minh trail?” Ant
what-are the thousands of U.S. troops doing in and around
Khesanh in what is an intrinsic part of the Laos invasion? -

-+ Actually, U.S. units are pﬁrhcﬁpnrtmg in the irivasion on a large

scale, which is not to ‘speak of U.S. “Green Berets” that have
been leratlm in Laos for years and are involved.in the curxcnt
operation as well. Most of the actual fizhting in Laos may “be
given over to Saigon’s fmccs but without U.S. “Green Berets”
that could not have mdved mto Laos. According to estimates of
the U.S. press, approximately 500 U.S. helicopters are making
over 1000 sortics per day into Laos, ferrying in supplics and
troops and bringing the dead out. These are Saigon’s “elite”
forces that are being brought to batile in Laos, and thoy have
been pinned down from the start, The truth has begun to leak cut
from Westein sources despite the les and news blackoul.. ‘

First, it was bad weather. that allegedly had slowed down the
chtc of Saison’s‘army; who apparently are incapable of going into
battle without U.S. helicopters. Then came’the absurd cldim tlnt
‘the advance was slowed by the need to inventory the huge caches
of weapons 2nd food being scized in Laos. One Saigon spolesman
got carricd away on this theme, claiming thot men. and supplizs
coming frora the North were literally falling into the ].lpS of
-Saigon forces ‘as{ride the “Ho Chi Minh trail.” C o
“The latest Western press reports more l’C‘JIHthﬂ”)’ indicated
that the fog and mist impeding the invasion was invented by U.S.
and Saigon military spokesmen. If the actual extent of casualties
was not revealed, by the weekend it was impossible to conveal the
fact that Saigon casuz lties were “heavy,” and that earlier reports
of - Saigon success were pure myths. The invasion 19 nw*tmﬂ
extremely heavy resistance on_ the nromd and in lhu Jl\

ﬂoautv cre

:2ps in : A
= As the US. S'u"on drne gxound to a ha!t last weckend
" Amierican news ana[ysts began to perceive some of the realitics of
the resistance in Laos. Washington Post staff \"rlter George C.
"Wilson reasoned that Saigon’s tough sledding in Laos was in part.
due to “two week’s” advance warning Hanoi had to prepare fore
the invasion. Wilson further observed in the Feb. 21 Post:
.{*“*Helicopters ,are running into the deadliest fire so far in the
Indochma war,” which could prov; fatal to a strategy based on.
“use .of helicopters; *the South Vietnamese are spread out in a
“vulnerable thin line™ having *no wedge with a secure rear;” and '
weather and the ecozraphy of the atea give B- 525 _]Ll fmhtc rs and
hehcoptcr gunships “limited usefulness.” < .
.Despite these-observatons, Wilson thought it is too ear!y to say
f Saigon and Washington had mtsmlcu‘ated perhaps because he

. is not fully aware of ca pabmtus of the resistance in Laos. He

omits a mention of the Pathet Lao and ascr1be>

. Approved For Release 2001103104 cn&ﬁz’i‘“émm R0O0070004000%6 it this wvere teue,

that thc resistance alo g the “Ho Chi Minh trm” is entud,' in the
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A nuhtary disaster - of Dmnbmnphu pxoportxons is
buﬂdm" up aromxd I’rcsxlent \'non s L”totmn mv ision
force. ;

" “Ranger”

“element, the strateg

st
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Sawon s units are olltLd from each oter anl '1]50

from, their commend postq and supply basss, They are’

‘encircled and bun;, cut to- picces unit by unit. A
unit of ovér:1000 men was being wiped out in
such an-action Feb, 20-21. The extent-of the disaster is
g hushed up in Saigon where pohtmll tempars are
1'1:mcr as news of a sumhx disaster in t}u “F 1shhoo
area in Cambodia is leaking through.- T .
.Contrary to propaganda commumqum puppet units
m Laos have not advanced from their arizinal positions,
ssince the operation started. Thay have not cit the “Ho a
Chi Minh trail.” The only thing bunv cut is Highway 9
alonﬂ which they were to-stage their “victory advance.’
- Tt has been cut between them and thur rear supply bases
and it has also been solidly blocked in front of them.
Instead of reducing supplics to the resistance forces,

" “the resull of the ogvrdtlon thus far has been to put more

-weapons, munitions and other supplies into their hands
in the past couple of weeks than could have come down
“the “Ho Chi Minh trail” in a couple of months.

" Anti-aiteraft fire, from perfectly camouflaged batter-
“fes in‘hillside caves, is so intense and accurate that. .planes
-and"  helicopters cannot drop their supplics with
“accuracy--or land to evacuate the puppet-dead and
wounded. Often supphcs are dropped haphazardly as
soon as anti-aircraft fire is spotted. Losses dre. now so
heavy that pilots are now refusmﬂ to fly missions.”A
hehcoptcr unit commander was interviewed on British
_television admitting thIS stating that' pilots refusing to
“fly were being put on *perimeter defense’ de_tlpS.

Pp aliels with Disnbienphu -

" There are a number of parallels \\1th the Frunch
defbat at Dicnbienphu. First, like France’s -ill-fated
‘Navarre plan of which Dienbienphu- was the key
y behind the current operation was
conceived in Waslington.” Second; about the same
numbei ‘of troops were involved—about 16,000 at
* Dienbieniphu and about 20,000 in the Laotian operation.
Third, what was intended as a key offensive opuratlon'
qulc.\ly bogged down into a desperate defensive action
both in' 1954 and 1971. Fourth, elite troops were used
at Dxenblvnphu and now in th current” drive. The
French put the best they had into Dienbienphu, which
fn part was why the y had to qmt the war after the loss.
‘of thosz 16 Oﬁn
commniitted thqr
responsible for the de&nsv of I Corps just south of the

e

“the

17th parallel, "and elite commando, parachuie and

marine units carmarked for the defense of Saizon, Fifth, -

like Dieribienphu, the current operation is dependent on
alrbome supp!m and thus the weather facior becomes

Important. Sixth and most’ important, Gen, Creizhton’
made the same subectw‘,

Abrams, like Gen. Navarre
blunder of underestimating hlb opponent.

The resistance foru: have been ekpx.clmv
surprise, They knew that plans for a thrust into Laos
were originally thought up by Gen. VWilliam Westmore-
land, then - commander in Saigon, who otrdered the

01‘1"11’1’11 bmldup at Khesanh for thls purpose, It was to
"-'have been ]duﬂ(‘htd in November 1967 but the National
. Liberation  Front spoﬂcd it by encircling Khesanh,

. trensforming it
~operation and springing the Loc Ninh and Plei Mei

from an offensive

to a. defensive’

battles in October: November 1967. The original West-
moreland plan, evolved into the present form last year,

;was given the green light by Nixon at the beginning of

this year and received a final touching-up when Defenss
S:_.crct'hy Melvin Laird visited Saigon in mid-January.

To make things'even cle arer, two U.S. aircraft carriers
steamad into the Gulf of I‘onkm on Jan. 30, with news
of a third one (with- 1500 Marines on board)
ostentatiously for “intimiddtion™ purposss 2lso .on its
way to the gulf. The Peatagon was obviously following
its own p,opawdé Jline that North Vietnam was
suifering fromia “crisis in momle.” : - Lo

Between Jan. 30 and Feb. clements of the
Amerjecal, 101st Airborne, and the Stn Infantry (mech-

anized} divisions—over 12,300 troops in all—plus about

20,000 puppet troops from the Siigon st Division, and.
a brizade each of Rangers, parachutists and marines were.
s, brought from Hue; Danang and other bases in | Corps to

Dong Ha and from there along Hizhway 9 to Khesanh.
U.S. engircers on Feb. 3-started to repair the old

Khesanh air field to accommodate as many as 40 huge
3 o i, L. .

C-l?3_cargo p!ancs.. T Y

Incroass .,oman U
By the time the invasion started an I\.o 8, there had
been 117 days of continuous Bombing T:{‘ds against
Laos, averaging about 209 missions and 3000 tons of
bombs daily, After advnr ce parties were airlifted on Feb,
7 to prepare landing pads, about 400 helicopters were
émployed on Feb. 8§ to set the invaders down at three
main points—Dan Dong, almost astride Highway 9, Lang
Sen to the north and Ca Khi to the south of the
highway. A few small reconnaissance groups, were also
parachuted into the vicinity of Tchepone, a bombzd-out

town officially deswmted as the First - target of the
operatlon which was- “encircled” within the first 48

hour> Saigon spomebmen stated,

AI‘lth!thll‘r" the invasion and ! inowing tnat _its main
strategic aim was to cut Indochina in two, by se cuting
line from Qu'm “Fri’ in South Vietnam to
Savannakict near the Thai border v it Laos, the Pathet

-Eao forces on Tan. 27 drove nvht w1m Laotian and Thai

forces out “of Mo oung Phalans,. also on Hishway 9,

between TCI epone and Savannakhet. This was to bloc}'
any atte mpt by 'lhal troops to Im1 up thh thu Swmon
invaders. = " - :

. The resistancé forces envaoeJ th 1&7\'am.e parties on'

Feb 7 and the main body the next day while they were

Feb. 8, 22 helicopters downed; Feb. 10, 42 he ]uoptcrs
downed (at Ban Done and Ca Khi).

. thls:
: .operatmn for a long time and were in no way caught by

C

f%@wmmaygmmwsomomwgm .
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T SOUTH VIETNAM _ y
- The massive Washington-led invasion of Laos hogged
‘down last week and President Nixon admitted the v
‘bombing of the three countrizs of Vietnam, Cambodia and
. Laos would continue to be unlimited. At the same time, .
several-ground actions were reported in South Vietham.
"By Feb. 18 fire support-base Scotch in northern South
Vietnam had been surrounded for thred days. A base for
American troops, it is 10 miles northwest of the main
jumping-off base into Laos—Khesanh.... US. and
Saigon troops lost 500 tons of artitlery shells and tear gas
canisters. when an. ammunition dump outside Quangtri .
blew up. ... There were five attacks in three daysonlU.S. .
military vehicles in Saigon, On Feb. 17 firebomhs were
hurled against the fence surrounding the U.S. embassy in
Saigon. Two youths who threw the homemade bombs and
fled on motorcycles scattered leaflets as they left, calling -
on people to burn U.S. vehicles throughout Saigon in
retaliation against the sending of “South Viétnamese
mercenaries” into Laos and the killing of civilians by a
US. soldier in Quinhon.... The Gl who  Killed a -
Vietnamese youth in Quinkon Dec: 10 was convicted this
month of negligent homicide, sentenced to six months in
prison, fined $360 and reduced from Pfc. to private. He
shot the boy in an alleged attempt to preventother hungry
teenage boys near a Buddhist school from taking C-rations
from a military truck. . .. Several hundred forced labor
companies in the Saigon ermy are made up of captured
'deserters, the New York Times reported. Thase “field
labor battalions,” comprised of many men who have
deserted for religious reasons, are assigned some of the
most dangerous jobs of the war and suffer high fatalities. .
Without weapons and not allowed to speak to other
-saldiers, they bring water to the front lines, carry the dead
from combat and run errands. Since by dacree of puppat -
president Nguyen Van Thieu, the deserters’ deathsarenot
reported, the men use the buddy system: when one is
Killed a friend writes the family telling where the body is
buried so it can ba reburied properly later on. Sentznces to
the forced labor battations are usually for three years, the
report said, but often service is extended for five. . . . Jack
Anderson revealed in his Washington Merry-Go-Round
column “atop CIA pilot [staticned in Thailand] can make \/
as much as $160,000 a year flying high hazard missions” in j
the CIA’s Air America planes. ““Station allowances" of up
'to $320 a month are paid additionally. . .. The U.S. is
financing the Saigon regime’s notorious jails, according to
the National Liberation Front's English-language news-
paper, South Vietnam in Struggle. it said the U.S. paid -
$9.9 miflion for the current fiscal year to maintain the ,

-regime’s 41 prisons, - L .

v
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BAN SON, Laoz —
ﬁgun the North, .Victnarmese
are on the offensive in the wild
and “fountainols countzry of
nmtb sastern Laos.

On"e again the Meo fo rmh
~arl ftésing to the vellev Tom
thg_r.mm'nhm homes, leaving
be@in
ang ho ys te fight.

'Em dus time there is a dif-
ferenw‘ After a dacade of bit-
="mr" and nearly 10,090
Sad, the Meos are dm-
d and c.lspx ited.

YD‘R ‘R year,
Norih \hvtnemcsa have
‘tema th Wy aquee7°d the Mcos

. into an'ever simeliar space.

L %We are runuing

~r-\1‘

" plices to hide,” said a Moo

- magely 2u9 000

chicf.’

““This year it looks as thoiiﬁgh

HemOi is determinad to brogk ‘

the back of Mso resistance

, om,c and for all,” Sdld Edwin
T. McKeithen, 29, of Oid
Gréenwich, Conu ., a US. Aﬂy
“field worker who has spmt °1
- years in Laos. A

‘At the moment, the Umte'ﬁ'

. States is supplying rice and
_other . essentials to apprml«:

I nunhly half of lhasc pnul_n:‘
_ are Meos,

T mo*mtfunﬂerb who for years’

ht“c' Jborne Alpmm!e’d tFor Release 2001/03/04 CIA-RDPS0- 01601R000700010001 -6

’(@ @5/&7,

Onue ‘
- refagees have been resettled in’

& their able-bodied men’

thﬂ !
sys-
out of‘

“We nlaO 419 rum rw'
L. out-of sons.” '

Z' (W)va”“’" i/
,//l oo ! ZJJL//G/I (b
{avidestine U.S-backed “for-'
Ten war™ in nort hern Laoo

" ATPROXIMATELY  30.600

thw; Io vely little vallay €0 miles
northeast “of chntzcm‘. Somn

~of {am are no lengz onsid-

erc‘.l' 1cfu~cc» smce mcy mv

been here for three yéars or
more, :
But at the CIA-backed dMea
base at Lonz Cheng, 22 miles
to the norineast, fresh refu-.
gees have bezun to trickle into
the area, Ban Son serves as
the nerve center for the Amer-
man effort to cope with the ref-
ec prohiem.

Of the estimated 28 0 000 Meo

in Laes thece is hardly a fami-

vading North Vietnamese.
Laotian government has paid |
death ocnofx*s for 9,700 war
dead, mostly Meos.

“But that - figwe by no
means accounts for all the i
Meo losses,” McKeithen said.
“In méany cases no death ben-

o

1eiv°o m_ ,' ‘

the opium-grosving

eflts were puxd AT

ly that has not lost one or |
more of its members to the in- .

Ovér the last decade the réyal. ':

o Approved For Release 2001/03/04 CIA RDP80

will to live onca they ave

“refuse to live at aliitudes be-

leys they oftcn migrate back to

'
i

: Commn

. Laos is at Long Cheng, where |

. { pared to pay the price,” said a

. troops, but only 40 per cent of ;

. STATINTL

-2 IMIPGRTANY,?
“aacontintied,  “ihe
iose from 16° to 15 per!
cent of their population during.:
severy forced migration. Som |
die fzom malariz and dysente-
1y ‘and paewnonia, Others die
“becaise they simply lose the

forced from Lhnn' tradltmmﬂ
homes.”-

.Unless” “forced to, thn I‘.IGO:

fow 3,060 feet. When for céd
into refugec centers in’ the val-

‘the n?w.cbt mounmm 1top. i
“I know of some 1 Icos ‘who
Irave killed -at least 10 North
Vietnanicse for every man |
they’ve lost,” said McKeithen. |
“But what docs it gain them if
the North Vietnamese keep

o s
LAST remaining Meo
northeastern !

TH}:".
stitonghold  in

the cocky Il“lk_ Mco general,
‘ang Pao appears to be acte,
mmed to hoid out.
"Vang Pao-has abeut ?,uOl)

these are Meo. The remainder '
are a mixed bag of Thais, Lao-
tians and other tribal groups.
SHThere is little doubt that !
: the Notth'Vietnamese can take
;i Lang Cheng — if rhey are pre-

e R

- U.S. military source.
puce will be high.”
But to the primitive. Meos,
“who wish only to be left alone,
“Long Cheng bas no signii-
cance.’ They are tired of war
Tand-only want to find some
,‘mountaintops” where: tney cen
i live in | peace.

“'But th°

- -_~A...T...u-"

1?'.

-
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O BY GE ‘
e . Times §tait Writer N
CNHA TRANG, South Vietnam—

“fhe fabled Green Berets, possibly
‘the only American zoldiers who

diked this war, made their formal’

farewell: Wednesday. There were a
Aew half-hidden tears as the hand!
played but no regrets. _ |
i Col. Alichael IMealy, a rumpled,.

“deep-throated soldier, stood hencath

a drizzling rain und =aid -the final
words: 0 . o
- "Our job jz done. We can withdraw .
from the battlefield with our heads
" high and pride in the gallant officers
“and men of the 5th Special Forees -
Group.™ . Co e
It was a brief moment in history, a
footnote pevhaps, and the words
were appropriate. The rhetoric
vould have gounded false in other
units which have long since lost
most of their identity  in Vietnam.:
But the Green Beiets, hatiered-
thought they were, played their own
game to the end, : L

© o Dignitaries Absent -
f"l‘hfmgh U.S. Ambassador Blls-
worth Bunker and military coms

mander Gen. Creighton W, Ahrams’

were invited {o the {inal parade at
Green Beret headquarters, neither
dttended. Tt didn't matler to the

clese-knit hand of sturdy men talk-
ing about such places as Loc Niah,

Bu Dop ov Lang Vel. It was as if the
Green Devets were saying goodby to
_themsclves. ‘ '

~ They were on their good behavior, -
though some admitted hangovers
from a private patty Tuesday, The:

simall, white-painted compound, the

Jneatest military carep in South Viet-)
nam, was spatless, A camoullage -

“cargo pavachute was spread over a
bit of grass where drinks were
served. There was pink champagne
and succulent lobster lified Wedacs-
~day worning from the South China

7 odea by Nha Trang fishernon. There
Lo pwareeven Big dofphins carved in jce

vhy a Green Beret wifleman.

fo X6 was a far ey from the Jolm
“Wiyne days when smail teams of
tSpecial Forcea  treopers  veeruitad
metley handy
“fend remote
Sdeva,

R et

camps aloog the boi-

51CAPRIpYER ForRefease

P e e

e

Mazardons Duty |
Through those lean years every
Green Deret in zhiost 100 such

.o camps kuew he probably could be
Coverrun-—if the enemy wanted to

Ppay the price, At placés like Bu
i'rang, shelled and besicued for 43

-dqys, life literally depended on the
flick of an eyelash, The Green Ber-

ets, who scldom numbered more

. than about 1,500 men in Vietnam,
" left 700 dead, mostly in camps like
that, - . :

Unlike most Army unils,* the

- Green Bervets remember such things

&5 vivid, ouly-yesterday experien-
cez. Their wemory is active sinee
nobody much pays any atication to
a Special Forces type on his fivst
tour. They keep coming hack and a
few have served eight and even nine
Years in Vietnam, )

Sgt. 1 C. Antonio J, Coclho, a 44-
Year-old wio has been a Qreen Derel:
sinee their earliost days, - is more or
iegs {ypical. He resigned from the
Army a few years ago but came back
"because T micsed these zo-and-sos."

A “stecky  short-spoken
man, Coclho stood at at-
tention with the sta{f Wed-
nesday tn.get the last me-
dal which will he present-
ed -at a Special Forees for-
mation in Vietnam, It was
the - Distinguished Service
Cross, the nation's second
highest combat _metla],
given Coelho for two
rescue missions only last
Auguzt, Twice he led heli-
coptered  {eams through.
hails of fire 1o save hoth,
American and Vietnamese
goldiers. .

The. Vietnamese were
members of the Civilian
Irregular Defense Groups
‘which are the pride of the
Green Berets, Though .
‘they are frequently called
mercenaries, the CIDGs
are mainly Montagnard or
ethnic  Cambodian peo-
ples who choose the Speci-
al Forces rather than face’
the South Victnamese
draft. o

The Green Berets
formed ficrce attachmeénts
to the CIDGs, mainly to
the simple, sturdy tribes-
man of the higivands., Al-
most every Green Beret
gports one or more of the
lhand - hammered | copper,
and bronzée bracelets the
Montagnards give away as,
tokens of esteem (along
with lots of rice wine

pproved:For Relgask 200 1103/0% °CIA-RD
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Saigon Conflict

"We took them out of
Ioincloths and put them

into uniforms and now
they are clite forces," Col.
Healy says, "It does some-
thing to you lo temember
the old days and then see
somne of them now wearing

officers' shoulder boards.
They are no longer social-
outcasts, they are part of

_the country."

In those early days Ilea-

ly referred to, the CGreen
Berets got into trouhle sid-
ing with the Montagnards

in their fights with the

Baigon government. The
confliet sometimes had hu-
fuorous aspects. ' :
 In those mixed up days
the Central Intelligence
Ageney was actually pay-
ing the salaries of the
CIDG troops and the mo-
ney came down through
the Green Berets to be dis-
tributed . by the South
“ Vietnamese  officers who
were nominally in com-
mand: The South Vietna-
mese-would freguently

pocket much of the nlo-:

ney. Oue Special Forces

captain, who was unable’
to get his Counterpart to

cooperate in properly pay-
cing the. troops, used a
blunt selution. e
" One month on payday he
called -the camp together
and explained what had
been happening. Then he
put the money—-ahout $5,-
000 worth of Vietnamese
piasters —- in a gasocline
soaked pit and burned it
all. Next month, with the
camp near mutiny, the
South Vietnamese captain

agreed to set up a reaso-

nable accounting svstem.
The loyalty of the Green

Berets for the CIDUs,

whom they aficctionately
call "Yards," a shortening
of the French pronuncia-
tion' for Montagnards, is
evident in other ways. Of
the nine AMedals of Honor

won by Green .Berets in.

Vietnam, (four posthu-

mously), four were won by

men risking their lives to

save their CIDG comrades.
Large Command

At the peak of Special

-Forees strength in South

P&6-G1BOTROBOZLGH 1

" Technically South Vietna-
nese were in command of

these and the Green Ber-
-ets were advisers, but in
practice the bird colonel
who commanded the
Green Dérets from Nha
Trang controlled more
troops than any American
“divisional general in the
countiry.

This gave the ~Green
Berets much ‘of their cha-
vacter. They wore hronze
bracelets, ate Vietnamecse
and Montagnard food and
bragged about’ tleir capa-
city for rice wine. (They
also usually had the best
food in the country in
their own messes. It was a
pour Speetal Tovees eamp
that hadn't scrounged ice-
hoxes, stoves and whatnot,
One camp in the delta spir-
fted a Chinese cook from
Saigon and kept lim as a
well-paid’ but” restive pri-
~soner for months. A guard
was sent with him on the
infrequent times he was
given-leave), - C

The funding of the CIDG
by the CIA was an earlyy,
-example of the embarrass-.
ing marriage of conve-
nience between the Green.
Berets and "the spooks."

In the “delta : rezions
where the CIDG . troopers
were ethnie Cambodians,

. they were also mostly at

least hominal memhers of
the "Khmer Serai," a free
Cambodia movement -
headed by Son Ngoe Than,
In effect, while denying all
such charges, the CIA and
the Green Berels created
almost a’ private army of

. Cambodians, to the natur-

al chagrin of then ruling
Prince Norodom Sihan.
ouk,

When Sthanouk was
ousted last AMareh Than
soont surfaced as an "advi-
ser' to the new regime anid-
five Dattalions of CID(:
troopers, now called
Khmer Krom, quickly went
to serve'the new Cambodia
sovernment. They were, in
fact, considered "the only
dependable troops the
Phnom Penh regime then
had., = .

The liaison with the CTA
flared into a majov embar-
rassment alnost two years
ago when eight Green Bey-
ets, including their re-
spected and rising com-
00014156 Col. Robert 1.
Rheault, were accused of
murdering  a  suspected

v

"



IR

C

»

: 'Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6

double agent. The ClA
comin(inglv denied  any
jnvely Cmpnt but the bu=p1-
«cion lJingers. .

; Although the char 2es
“were fmalb dismissed, an-
other suspicion hngms
that Gen. Abrams, an old-
fashioned ground soldier,
was out to bring the free-
wheeling Green Berets to
heel. S
denied but it rankled some
Wednesday when Abrams
canceled his scheduled ap-
pearance at Nha Trang
and sent instead Li, Gen,
William, McCalfrey,

housekeeping commmd in
Vietnam,
It was also noted that

Green Beret records still’

proudly list Col, Rheault
as a former cojpmander of
the 5th Special Forces
Group (ancther formev
commander is retired Col.
“Jonathan Ladd, «vho is
row the American milita-
ry pro- -consul m Cambo«
. dia).

‘"'he Green Beret cpokcs—
men, . however, were at
pains {o play down such
memories Wednesday.
They pointed out 1ihat
Abrams' picture was
proudly displayed in the
final jssue of their in-
“house mdgazine (along

" with.one. of thie Tong-time

Gureen Beret house moth-
‘ers, Martha Raye). e also
‘recently spent the night at

their. command post, -one
of the few times in Viet-
nant that Abraws has ever
honored a unit by .Std_}lllg

overnight. 7

Con<cxous of the disillu-
sionment with = Vietnam
that has set in, the Green

Ber et< now emphasize
their” "nation-building”

_role, With some’ justifica-
tion ~they .point to in-
numerahle ‘projects  they
have sponsored in Xlut—
nam.

.And they priv atcl»
mourn that all this will
now be absorbéd by the

Army and the famed

Gicen Beret headgear will
soon disappear after a de-
tade in Vietnam. -

. Remmant Absoerbed

Within two weeks Col.
Healy will head home
with the unit's proud co-
Jors, headed for I't. Trag og,

N \\ hen the colors fox-
m; vl

"This, too, bas leen-

com-,
mandert of the Army's

“tiz, a” two-tour

‘the few hundred Green
.Beret . officers rematning”
there will be absorbed by

- jother units, They may still’
_’ wear the Special IForces

patchrbut the beret can be

worn only by members -
serving with  an  active
unit.

AMeanwhile, the remain-
ing Green Berets are
hnmc\ccpms, with noth-
ing to do hut prepare their
camp for some othc), out-

- {it.
"' sad, you've got to
'mmiL it,"  said Healy.,
"But we go on." .
The ;h“plam Roman

Michacl Or-
man. ih
Victham himself, went to
the Book of Timothy for
thc appropriate passage to

cad to the sad men in ca-
mou{]'we fatigues stand-
ing in the rain. Quolm”
Pau] he said:

"I haxe fought the good
fight. T have fxmshr\rl the
course. 1 have kept the
faith, I"or the rest, there is
laid up for me a crown of
justice." :

With that, the half«hom
ceremony was over, Offici-

ally, the proud role of the
(‘wr n Berets in ch.tnam
was ended,

Catholic Rev,
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U.S. alr support of South Victnamese
cfforts to cub the Ilo Chi Minh Trail in
Laos and by nonpartisan unity bohind
owr President and Commander in Chief.

Administration spokesmen have sald
‘repeatedly they are convinced that cut-
ting off the msajor supply line of the
North Victnamese, the Ho Chi Minh
Trail complex, will, more than any other
single effort in Indochina, bring a quick
end to the Vietnam war, . 3

I question, then, why war eritics both
inside and outside the Congre:ss criticize
our President for supplying U.8, air sup-

port to the Laos {rail mission when it
- appears tooffer the greatest hope for

bringing our boys home gooner.

Mr, President, I ohject to the repeated
fmplications that the President is com-
mitting the United Stales to oreater in-
volyement in’ Indechina rather -than
working toward phasing out our in-
.volvement, . : .

Certainly: the facts do not hear out
such implications, These facts are clearly
set out in a column by Joseph Alsop in
the Washington Post of February 22. 1
ask unanimdus consent that this article
be puplished in the RECORD.

© There haing no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the Recoro,
as follows: ’ ., :
. Licim,aND HeEavy NEWS
. o (By Joseph Alsop)

.If there 1s anything more trivial than yes-
terday's ncéwspaper column, it is" hard to
know what it may be. Yet an old column by
this reporier has Jjust brought down the
thunders of four admired celleagues—-an
honor indeed! . -

It would not be worth mentioning, except
that it has a certain symbolic significance.
Rightly or wrongly, afeer all, the United
States by now has a heavy investment of
blood and treasure in the Vietnamese war.
What meinly matters, therefore, is what hap-
pens In Vietnan. But while Washington
“trivia geis'so much attention, what is really
happening In Vietnam is guite impossible to
discover from each morning's news.

To make this contrast worse, what is hap-
pening in Vietnam grows daily more sig-
nifeant. It is a 10-to-1 bet, for instance, that
only a tiny minority of those who read these
words wille haye grasped the fact that there
15" serlous fghting going on in Cambodia,

“The fact itzclf has been dimly recorded,
here and there. Yet neither the nature, nor
the purposes, nor the meaning of the South

 Vietnamese offensive in this pmut of Cam-
bodia have found their way into print.

. The nature of the fighting is simple
enough. The flamboyant but able General Do
Cao Tri is leading his South Victnamese
forces against the enemy, in what was sup-
pased to be the new North Vietnamcse for-
tress-base-area in Cambodia. With less than
two South Vietnamese divisions, Gencral Trl
has been taking on Hauol's Fifth, Seventh
and Ninth divisfons—whlich used to be three
of the most feared enemy units in South
Vietnam, R .

~ The grisly “Body. Counts” (originally in-
traduced by the U.S. Army to appease the
New YorK Times) have already mounted to
above 1,200 Morth Vietnames? soldiers. It is
a simple rule that any unit having 40 percent

>

of Its men killed in actlon, Isa unit effectively .

put out of actlon itself. This means the
equivalent of two enemy regiments alveady
crossed o the list—at least for the time
belng. . LT -

If the Mo Chl.Minh irail-complex Is sue-

cessfully cub’ tn Taos, the “time being” is
likely to be Indednitely long. Worse still, {he

© STATINTL
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enemy's rate of loss is’ currently running at
an sverage of 100 men per day. And this is
the propertionat equivalent, for North Viet-
nam, of an American loss of 1,000 men per
day. Meanwhile, General Tri's losses have
been painful but smull. .

THIS almost-ignored Cambodia campaign,
therefore, has very rgeat potential meaning.
If all goes well (and that s always a very
big “if") .the enemy’s forces In Cembodia
will be torn to ribhons, and their laboricusly
established new hase areas will be knocked
to smithereens. This can happen before the
present dry season ends. Already, moireover,
by thelr performance in the field, General

Tri's troops have strikingly proved the worth

of President Nixen's scheme of Vietnamiza-
tion. :

As to the concurrent invasion of Laos, to
ciit the Ho Chi Minh trail-compfex, it has
caused more public turmeil than General
Tri's operation In Cambodla. But there has
been an almost equal paucity of Information
about its nature and its meaning.

The Laos operation’s risks should not be
underrated, to begin with. If the South Viet-
namese under General Iloang Xuan Lam at-
tain their ultimate objectives, they will own

a swathe of the trroil-complex about 50 miles

wide and 25 miles deep. That means the
equivalent of two South Vietnamese divi-
sions holding a sallient whose northern and
southern flanks will each bh2 35 miles long—
and In very rough, enemy-Infested country!

The very fact that General Creighton
Abrams has been eager to mount such an
operation, speaks voluines about his confi-
dence In Vietnamization, If the operation
succeeds, (and the "“il” Is again cructal)
ahout 130,000 North Vietnamese troops and
support personnel will also be cut off to the
south of the trail-——cut, at any rate until the
next dry season begins In December, 1071,

Proportionglly, that means for Ilanoi” the
equivalont for Warthington of 1,300,600 Amer«
teans left without supply, reinforcement, and
in & good many cases, even without rations,
for a period of 10 months. Of the readers
who have followed this report thus far, one
wonders how many have previcusly bedn
made. aware of that remarkzable.fact, or of
more than the tirlest proportion of the
other forégoing facts.

The world's first Stalinist, the Chinese
political philosopher, Lord Shang, remarked
bleakiy about 2,400 years ago, “If a state
emphasizes the light and ignores the heavy,
that state 1s doomed.” The rule can one day
apply to the trade of reporting facts, like
the silly business of alleged Panther-geno-
cide. : .

Mr. BELLMON. My, President, the
United States began supplying air sup-
port to Souih Vietnamese troops in Iaos
February 8. ’ . )

Since that tine goverrunent spckesmen
have reported significant strides in the
effort to totally block out North Viet-
namese supply moveinents along the Ho
Chi Minh Trail south to Vietnam,

South Vietnamess ground troops are
now holding ppsitions on two strategic
routes which constitute the greater trunk
of the trail complex. The North Viet-
namese are nRow waging fierce attacks o
those ground troops, a sign that the
enemy indeed considers access to the
trail essential. )

Souih Vietnamese. troops. have been
able in the last 2 weeks to destroy 134,-
000 gallons of fuel, a service station
capable of repalring 30 trucks a day,
and 115 veliicles. , ’ .

They have cub an important POL: line
which will saverely limit the enemy’s sup-
ply of oil'and gas for thelr vehicles.

‘ STATIN
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An administration spokesman repori
the combincd. efforts of South Viet
qnamese ground troops and U.S, air sups
port are inflicting heavy encmy losses.

- The encmy reportedly lias lost in cixcess
of 2,000 men, while U.S. losses were less
than 3 percent of that figure.

Mr, President, a year-and-a-half azo

I personally visited with South Viet-

namese General Lam. IIe convinced me

his troops are dedicated to their mission
of defending their country and would
continue that effort to the limit of their
capability. They are dedicated to retain:
ing their freedom, and I am convinced
that they will accomplish their mission
by assuring the sccurity of their country.

The administration has repeatedly em-

phasized it has put no ground troopds in
Lacs and has no intentions of doing £
in the fubure. It has pointed out that air
support in Laos is a vital means to the
end we all want to achicve: that of
bringing the Vietnam conflict to a speedy
end. . - :

I believe we should furpish vital air
support to the South Vietnamese troops
to accomplisih their objective and ours.

Mr. President, it would appear that
those who continue to criticize tile 2d-
minisiration for supplying air support in
I.n0s are not hothering to leok helow the
surface facts before unloading their in-
vective on the President. If thelr advice
were followed, and we withdrew support,
the war would be prolenged and death
losses of friend and foe alike would rise.

. As a result, the critics ave doing their
country a disservice by advocating a
measure that would likecly prolong the
conflict. -

P e S e

Y THE INDOCHINA WAR

Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. President, I know
I speak for millions of Americans in ex-:

pressing deep dismay over the unending
rhetoric of progress heing used by our

national leadership in describing the -

Indochina war. .

It is a rhetoric which grossly misleads
our Nation’s pecple and disguises the
mounting violence and widening char-
acter of the conflict.

It is o rhetoric which convenlently ig-.

norés an expanding American involve-
ment and new commitments, ’

It is a rhetpric which tragically evades
genuine concern—Iet alone some rgspoin-
sibility—for the devastating impact the
confict is having on the civilian popu-
lation and countryside of the enlire area.

It is on this latter point—on -what a
carrespondent reeently called “a slaugh-

ter of innoceuts”-—that I wish to com- .

ment briefly today. .

T am prompted to do so, not nierely be-
cause the longstanding problems of
refugees and civilian casualties con-
tinues, but also to underscore that the
latest ingredient in our national policy
of violence for Southeast Asia, can only
add heavily-—and necillessly—to the hor-
rendeous human toll that already exists.

Our national leadership has now ofi-
cially told us that all of Indochina is a
target of American bombs, The President

has said that he would blace no lunita- -

tion on the use of American airpower
throughout the arca. :
Ly R -
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.."By Jomr E, . WOODRUFF:
. Sun Staj/ Correspondent ‘ v
'Vientlane, Laos—Oir-Septem- |
ér 25, 1945, Toubhy Lyfong re-
cewcd a letter from Gen. Lej
- Thiep Hong, then Viet Minh |
‘ commander of the Vinh reg.on
of\ox th Vielnam.
It is from this letler th?t Mr.
Lyfou‘T

{I\Ieo” by French Jomnahats
dates the chain of events that
-eventually brought his people to
itheir current sfate of total de-
peadence on United States ald.’

" . Refused Reds Ielp .

M, Lyfonc says the letler no-
Aified him that Viet Minh troops
planned to cross into Laos
through Xieng Khouang .prov-
ince,, whera he was the Trench-

fribesmen. It asked him to let
‘theny pass so_they could start

01crdnu,nff resistance to the ex-|

‘pected refurn of the I~unch aft
er World Way IL. »
. Perhaps Seminal Battle -

IIe refused—largely, he says,
out of loyalty to the French;who
had given him eight years of
schooling, the most ever permit-
fed a Med. Two weeks later,

“heir Lao aMies fought 1 Mr. Ly--

fonﬂ s Meo mounfain trxLesmen'
at an outpost near Nong Het

it
T

fi

who soon afterward)’
yafid be dubbed “King of the

[ many local officials he had ap-
Viel Minh tmols and a few of _

b to 2 little-known: ar my maJor

just inside Lao .
‘ The fight \uas a chaos-of agc
French and _British COIOHlul'

wcapons " Meo crosshowss “and
ﬂmtIoc}s and a few Japsnese .

“and American rifles scrounged !

during” World War - It; luxtm
seems {o have overlooked it, 2 -l

{though it may  well have” been
- ithe scmmal hattle of the tlaﬂb
conuc btrwgle that sill ,puttus

backwalc{ and’ xorward acxo°
Laos tooay
That day, according to Loaony
Lyfonrr § memory, tne Meo were
the winners. ~
Mr. Lyfong organized loosely
- run Meo ffuemlfa forces for the
French’ from then until 1934,
when the Viet Minh scored their
spectacular victory at Disnbien-;

phu and drove the French frdm Jy had quarreled.
Approved FFor Release
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"When Mi_‘. “Lyfong went’ te; '

France fo retire after the war,

though, his loyalty was scercdy '

rewarded: refused permission to
transfer his $250,000 fortune to
| Paris from the colonial bank, he
'telales, he had to return to Indo-
china after only two ‘weeks.. -
HelpfulTo U.S.

By 1550, his continued pres-
erice in Laos was to prove help-
ful to new foreigners: the Amer-
icans, who were starling to or-y
ganize an arrny of hill tribesmen
to supplement the pathelically
ineffective Royal Lao Army
they tried to build for the Vienti-
ane government in the'_ late
1939’s. ’ )

- It was in that ycar that Toub-
hy Lyfong says he cemerted an

alliance with the right-wing'.
Gen. Phoumi Nosavan and:
Prince ,Boun Oum-—and thus
with th_c Uniled States Army
and Central Intelligence AgenyT
cy, which then were firancing
and supplying the P‘hou‘mi_sr
army in southern Laos. - )

efused Prowmotion

Throughout 1560, Mr. Lyfong
lent his prestige--as well as the

pointed while province chief and

his remaining [riendships from!;

the days as a guerrilla organizer

named Vang Pao.
Maj. Vang Pao, the hzghcst-

}

fnu “rfiL @ j i
In Gov“. ment Ofﬁce

socia

‘Plain of Jars region,
Vang Pao had regrouped ac-|:
cording to a preenanﬂed plam|:
‘when neatralist t roops took over
| the plain as they retreated be-
ifore a drive on Vientiane by
General Phoumi’s men.

Region II, Xieng Khouang and |
Szm \eda provinces, the tough- |
est Communist-held terr 1tory m{
northern Laos.

On 7 Shatvo.c ,Illlfo pE

de Pgos regroupment df;

the Meo onto seven Stx?\l.egltt:
located hilltops surrounding e
lain ac.xcahy altered  the

Laos, for it weided 2 larg
group of rugged Meo mouniaie

|eers into the beginnings of whatl)

P80-01601R00
STATINTL
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By, ‘early 1961, as minister of |
welfare under a short-)
lived government headed byf
Prince Boun Cum, Mr. Lyfong |
was able to give Vang Pas’s|
infant army more tangibie help. v
He diverted Lao and Americas;
refugee good-s to the Meo of thel
whorm |

Soon-afterward, Vang Pao be-!
came commeander of Vilhary,

course of the war in noriherns|,

Ra’a
M L-/\J'é-’(.{’

g already “had had some fights
with the Communists before the
Americans organized thern and
to insist that the N’eo "camc to
uS ) 5

. “Look, these peon ¢ came to
. us for help, and we | have given

theimn plenty of 1 elp," one top-
.evel diplornat says.

An anonymous memorandum
‘of the -Vxe'xtlane office: of the
i agency that preceded the United
' States &gnncy for International
Dcvclopment presents a more
gcomplex picture.

- Official Memo

‘Arpuing in favor of giving the
\Lco nelp that "was soon to be
justified publicly as huma nitari-
an refugee aid, the 1950 memo-
mndum said, in part:

“Toughened by their hard
‘work in Lhe high mountains, ac-
- customed from childhood to fire-
37 arms and to huniing in groups,
used to traveling long distances
on foot from one village to an-
other, they become excellent
figh ters With a minimum of-
training.

“For many months now, ever

gradually became the Vientians!
government’s most effective qm—
ﬁle fighting force.

1t -also radically altered [k
1lives of the Mco by scparaiing
them from their tiny hilltop v

thouses each.

1 rankmv 'VIeo in tn° a0 Army, |1

twme Haa been refused an over-
‘due promction to lieufenant,
colonel by Lao officers who
could not accept the idea of a;
Uil tribesman as their equal,
aceording to Mr. Lyfong. :
Promised betler treatraent by
General Phoumi and Prince
!'Boun Oum-—and promised mon-
ey and arms by the Americans

Vang Pao set out fo build 2
‘hill-tribe  army. For General
.:Phoumi and Boun Oum, the alli- |
ance offered at last the prospect
of a friendly force in parts of
northern Laos that long had
been largely the perserve of
neutralist and pro-Communist
t forces with whom they frequent-

ers were gathered Into setth

" ments tnat soon proved  to

crowded for théir way of farm
ing, which consists of cuttiag
and burning trees and biwli,
from the sunny side of a mouwn-
tain, planting rice and cora jir
two or three years until the sail
is depleted and then starting
over again on a dlffcrem "ﬁ.ﬁ
side.

The refugee sunyhes st
frem Vientiane Dy Mr. Lyfma_

thn American moqey~»hus te.
tecame the first siep in the Meos
idecade-long walk to lofal &=
ipcndence on United States aidt

- It is fashionable among hisl. |’
Auncrican officials in Vientiang |*

,laﬁes of no more than. Z“ OF ®iT
:':
i Now Vang Pao's Meo fol‘mr

. since the Cominunists sewd
control of the Plain of Jars, the
Med, working together with offr-
cers and smdAers from tiie Lao

armed forces, hdve been formed
into regular [Laotian Armyl
miiitary units. They have de-
fended _ their homes and given
great assistance to their ‘moth-
ers in arms elsewhere m 1a0s
by harrassing the encmy s con
voys and mlhtal y columns.’

Some lower-level Americans
whe work with the Meo argue
that the relationship cstablished
in 1980 was by nature unequal,
even if it had been a simple case
of responding to a Mco request
for ald

-* Thought Help Gcncrous )

One says: “Ii’s no help ‘to

[largely rice bought i in That tard |1

2001/03/&4@&%9@%6@0%@1@% 087600 0B 26"

your case if you tell the judge
the 12-year-old girl invited you
into her bedraom.

“The Meo were primitive peo-
ple who thought for a long time
that we were gencrously helping
them defend their little hilltops

and thatched huts. They kuow
Inow-that they are being used int.
something- bigger, of course, but
now it’s too Iate
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A Few Basic Facts About Laos

-The accidental bombing of a friendly base in
Laos last week touched off a minor explosion right
here at home. Anti-war critics expressed surprise
and shock to learn thal the basc was used for

“assorted undercover activitics of the Central In-
~ telligence Agency——and they went on from there
.« to denounce the CIA’s “private war” in Laos,

- The CIA’s activities in Laos over the past four
-} or five years haye scarcely been a secret, and with
a grand total of approximately 100 agents in Laos,

_ the CIA is hardly in a position to conduct a-war.”

and {raining a few thousand Meo tribesmen, under
/' orders from the National Security Council in Wash-
Ington and under the direct control of the Ameri-
can ambassador in Vientiane. The Meco (ribesmen
. are poor farmers scattered over the mountains of
‘northern Laos. They don't like the North Viet-
namese or Pathet Lao Communists, and with a
~small amount of help and encouragement from the
CIA, they have proved to be very uselul and effec-
tive at harassing the encmy,

/ What it has been doing is feeding, Supplving

In comparison with the 70,000 North Vict-

namese soldiers operating in Laos, the small CIA -
contingent is almost insignificant, And there would

be no need for its presence if it were not for the
huge invading force from Hanol.

A little history seems in order.

Prior to the 1962 Geneva treaty guaranteeing
the “neutrality” and “territorial integrity” of Laos,
a contingent of U.S. Army Special Forces or
“Green Berets” was' stationed in that country to
support the royal. government. When that treaty
was signed, they left. It was not unti! a vear later .
—-after it was obvious that the North Vietnamese
had no intention of abiding by the treaty and
removing their troops, and after the Laotian goy-
ernment asked the Americans for help once again—
that the CIA sent in a small number of agents,

Incidentally, while we're on the subject of the
:eneva treaty, it strikes us as rather dronic that
former Ambassador Averell Harriman is dencunc-
ing South Vietnam’s attempt to cut off the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, ' :

Harriman will be the main speaker at one of
today’s “teach-ins” protesting the South Viet-
hamese invasion of Laos. Perhaps someone in the

.audience ought to remind him that the 1962 Geneva

treaty, which he ncgotiated, and which North Viet-
nam signed, prohibited the use of the IIo Chi Minh
Trails by foreign troops — and ask him what's
wrong with South Vietnam -taking it upon itself
to enforce his treaty after nine years. i

Abproved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6
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_ '; " In one respect the Laos invasion differs- ‘decisively
. - from the Cambodian invasion, and the difference makes -
it far more hazardous. Laos has a common border with

Communist China. Thailand”s northern border is closc

to China—about 80 miles at the ncarest point, or four

‘minutes in a supersonic fighter. This geography had better
be taken into account., - T _

One may doubt that President Nixon is tempcramen-
tally able to acknowledge the risks. of a U.S.-China con-
frontation. In 1954, when he was Vice President, he and
'Admiral Radford wanted to come to the aid of the French
gartison trapped at Dicnbienphu, reportedly with nuclear
bombs if nccessary. There is no sign that his judgment
has improved. o ' .

Former U.S. Sen. Wayne Morse, one of America’s most

~ able analysts of forcign policy; said at a recent press con-
ference in San Francisco that Mr. Nixon’s Asian policies,
if unchecked, wiil lead to an all-out war with China—a
war in which th: United States would probably stand
alone. He pointed out that we do not have the manpower
for such a war. Experience with non-nuclear bombing
. : ' indicates that the air arm itself cannot conquer a small
country like Laos, much less the giant China. According
to Mr. Morse, it was the view of Robert S, McNamara,
when he was Secrctary of Defense, that not only. aerial
- bombing on a vast scale but also 3 million foot soldiers
would be needed to cope with China, cven if nuclear
weapons were brought to bear. . o B

The Chinese, we know, are cautious. Duripg the Korean
War they remained aloof, but as General MacArthur
approached the Yalu they sent repeated warnings through
‘Indian diplomatic channels, and when these warnings

- were ignored they moved. Man for man, and with equal
weapons, the Chinese foot soldier is at least as formidable
as the American. Our people are superior technologically:
from a purely military standpoint, one can only admire
the agility with which the U.S. Army engineers and other
units reactivated the base at Khesanh. But we had better
not take on the Chinese. - - ' )

The risk is that, without intending it, we may be
dragged into such a situation as we abet the South Vict-
namese militarists logistically and with air power in the
forays into Laos. There are understandings, perhaps only
ncbulous at the moment, among the rightist generals of
Cambodia, Laos, South Vietnam and Thailand. Thai-
troops are operating in Laos now, and if the. Ho Chi Minh
“trail” is shilted to the west the Thais may react in ac-
cordance with. their interest which, together with their
opposite numbers in the other countries of Indochina
(with the exception of North Victnam), is to batten on
American aid. The United States has commitments in
Thailand, the scope of which is known only in the top / :
echelons of the Pentagon, the CIA and the Administra-
tion. The present American incursion into Laos appears

R to have been initiated by Thicu and CIA people who have
long been gperating in Laos. Repeated often enough, it

. may have results that are not envisoned under the Nixon

- d t. .' ] ] '
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{'fThis is without a doubt the most im-
‘ portant military engagement in In-
dochina since Tet.” That was how one
Washihgton insider characterized Tast
week’s. invasion of Laocs. For like'the
Communists” devastating lunar new year
offensive three years ago, the South Viet-
namese assault against the ITo Chi Minh
Trail was aimed at dealing the enemy a
. decisive blow. A great deal—perhaps the
outcome of the war itself—was riding on
the success or failure of the operation,
and the Nixon Administration seccmed
- genuinely confident that the high-risk
_gamble would pay off. To those skeptics
* who raised the specter of a possible sav-
' age counterstroke by North Vietnam, em-
“boldened U.S. officials replied: “We can
handle that, too.”

The Administration’s confidence was
not mnoticeably dampened by the fact
that, while most of the 65,000 North

' Vietnamese .troops - in the Laotian pan-
" handle were nowhere to be found, a re-
lentless barrage of Communist anti-air-
craft fire brought down a painful number
of American helicopters. And so far as

* yesults on the ground went, Operation

Lam Son 719 (named after a seven-
teenth-century Victnamese battle) did,
in fact, give Administration oplimists
something to checr about, Despite heavy
rainstorms, U.S. fightep-bombers scored a
divect hit on a vital target: the 4-inch

pivelne s DAY FBK RelEdse 2001031045 B

to Comumumist outposts in the panhandle.

_And although the 10,000-man force of
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e by U.S. helicopters, ARVN troops land in Laos

" The Most Decisive Turn Since

the Army of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) found it slow going over mud-
clogged Route®9, it managed to push, all
the way to the village of Tchepone—the
encimy’s main supply base in all of south-
crn Laos (map, page 33).

Like last spring’s allied invasion of

’ Cambodia, the ARVN ‘thrust into Laos
presented .the Communists with a pain-

ful dilemma. Allied military strategists
planned to wreak havoc on anoi’s supply
lines as far as Route 23 in the central
Laotian panhandle, thereby choking off
the flow of food and ammunition to_the
375,000 Communist froops stationed in
Laos, Cambodia and South Vietnam.
Once the ARVN achicved that goal, Ha-
noi would then presumably either have
to shift its logistic system farther west
to Route 13—where Communist eonvoys
would be sitting ducks for U.S. air strikes
or even Thai artillery—or try to break
through ARVN blocking umits.

Buat Lam Son 719 had an even more
ambitious aim. Above all else, the Lao-
tian operation was a test of the Nixon
Administyations policy *of Vietnamiza-
tion—and if the ARVN came through
with flying colors, that would at least
partially validate Mr. Nixon’s pledge to
turn the war over to the South Vietnam-
ese. Indeed, with the U.S. scheduled to
give up most of its combat role by this
summer, the incursion offcred the ARVN

ﬁﬁﬁnv ability un-
ARDAS
by massive U.S. logistic, air and artillery
sapport in the feld and covered at home

by the remaining U.S. combat troops. .
Considering the vital importance of |

- the operation, domestic reaction in the |

US. was curiously muted. Partly, this
was because the Administralion repeat-
edly assured its critics that no U.S. com-
bat troops would cross into Laos. But
partly, too, it was because—despite all
the public confusion’in the days preced-

.ing the invasion (page 32)—the allies

had clearly telegraphed their blow, thus
robbing the move of any clement of
shock or surprise. Still, both in the Con-
gress and across the nation, scrious ques-
fions were raised about the Administra-
tion’s optimistic interpretation of the
fledgling invasion. Some eritics pointed
to the fact that, in sharp contrast to the
marmoth arms’ caches found during the
Cambodian invasion, only a few sizable
supply dumps had been uncovered in
Laos during the first week of the cam-
paign. Indeed, when South Vietnam’s
President Nguyen Van Thieu helicop-
tered into an ARVN base near Khe Sanh
for .an inspection of captured weapons, '
the best his hosts had to exhibit were
three Chinese-made 57 mm. anti-aircralt
guns, ‘a grenade launcher, a few AK-47
fles and 80 rubbeér bicycle tires. Said
one U.S. officer: “We haven’t reached
the goody box yel.” .

Blood: Another source of concein were
reports that encmy anti-aircraft guns
were swatting U.S. helicopters out of

01601 RO007 00049 0Dighp hclicopters were

said to have been lost in one day
alone, twenty in less than a week, Ac-
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(;': & ARVN Thrusts

A

Fenga & Derkovitz

- ARVN thrust into panhandle: Above all, a test for Victnamization

cording to U.S. helicopter pilots, the
Communists have hundreds of gun em-
placements in the panhandle. “At Khe
Sanh,” cabled Newswezk’s Tony Clifton,
“there are 120 U.S. choppers making
2,000 Tandings a day. You scc them with
‘their glass fronts blasted in, their sides
and blades punctured with bullet holes,
their scats splattered with blood. ‘It’s
getting real liot out there,” a pilot said,
pointing toward Laos, “The NVA usually
won’t altack our gunships. They let them
go past and go for the Hueys when they

- come in with loads of troops’.”
With U.S. helicopters, jet fighters and
. B-52 bombers playing such a crucial role
_in the operation, many people wondered
Uwhether Lam Son 719 was, in fact, a
 fair test of Vietnamization. And, the Ad-
‘ministration’s claim that the campaign
was conccived and planned entirely by
the South Vielnamese Joint General Staff
was patently untrue; the rcal architect
of the operation was Gen. Creighton
Abrams, the U.S. commander in South
* Vietnam. Beyond that, there was even
reason to question® Washinglons claim
that no U.S. troops were engaged in the
Laotian fighting., Reports from the ficld
last weck told of U.S. Special Forces
_ troops taking part in battles. A Khe Sanh
control-tower officer admitted that theve
were some 100 U.S. “Pathfinders” in
Laos, guiding helicopters to landing
sites. And it was no secret that U.S. heli-
copter rescue crews were operating on
the ground from the border to Tchepone.
- Patience: For the most part, however,
the Laotian incursion was a South
Vietnamese show. And a one-sided show
at that, By the end of the week, the
North Vietnamese had still not given any
clear indication of how they would re-
.spond to the attack. And there was a
distinct possibility that Hanoi might de-
cide to do nothing at all. Throughout the
_Indochina conflict, patience has been one
~ of the Communists” most valuable assets.
~ And now, with the U.S. committed to
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withdrawal, Hanoi’s Defense Minister,
Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, may choose to
bide his time. “If Hanoi assumes that the
invasion is just a temporary spoiling oper-
ation,” remarked Douglas Pike, a leading
expert on North Vietnam, “then it won't
play the game. The Communists usually

fight on their own schedule. They don’t.

pick up the gauntlet when ils thrown
down.” .

But as General Giap is aware, there
are grave risks to a wait-and-sce policy.
The ARVN command has hinted that it
intends to launch repeated incursions in-
to Laos over the coming months. And for
Hanoi "o fade back into the jungle now
might ultimately destroy the momentum
of the Communist insurgency in the

R000700010001-6

south. Given that risk, there is a possik.li- °*

ty that Giap might decide to stand and
slug it out with the ARVN. But in order
to do so, he would have to commit three
understrength  divisions now  stationed
just above the Demilitarized Zone—a
move that would seriously weuaken Ha-
noi’s home defense forces. (To discour-
age such a move, the U.S. last week os-
tentatinusly moved a Seventh Fleet
landing force of 1,500 marines to a posi-
tion just off the coast of North Vietnam.)

Noises: The North Vietnamese did not
necessarily have to rely only.on their
own resources; they could turn to their
allies for help. And Peking scemed to be
making cooperative noises. “The U.S. im-
perialist aggression against Laos,” said an
official government statement, “is also a
grave menace ‘to China.” But despite
rhetoric’ reminiscent of the days just be-
fore Peking’s entry into the Korean War,
analysts doubted that Hanoi would invite
Chinese. “volunteers” to help fight the
common ‘foe. And many questioned
whether Hanoi’s other main ally—the
Soviet Union—would be  enthusiastic
about any cscalation of the war,

On balance, it scemed likely that if

. North Vietnam decided to respond mas-

sively to the Laotian incursion it would
do so with its own forces. And although
it was impossible to predict the outcome
of a North Vietnamese counterolfensive,
no onc underestimated the fighling abili-
ty of Giap’s legions. Last weck in Cam-

bodia, for instauce, seven ARVN task

forces, under the flamboyant leadership
of Gen. Do Cao Tri, were bogged down

in bloody fighting with North Victnamese -

reguldrs. The crack E-6 regiment of the
Fifth North Vietnamese Division effec-
tively “turned back an ARVN drive
toward Kratie, the political capital of

Claude Johner-

Logistical lifeline: U.S. convoy rolls toward Laotian horder
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TFor ncarly a decade, U.S. military
strafegists i Washington and  Saigon
have wgued that the Ho Chi Minh Trail
held the key to the war in Vietnam and
have pleaded to be allowed to aitack the
jungle-supply route. But time after time, .
they have been tumed down by the
White Touse. Ironically, it was Richard
Nixon—the President who promised to
withdraw from Vielnam-—who ultimately
flashed the signal to go. Just how M, Nix-
on arrived at the fateful decision to in-
vade Laos is still shrouded in scorcey
and confusion, But from interviews with
~officials in the U.S. and Vietnam, News-
WEEK  correspondents  picced: together
this account: :

F;o]lowing last spring’s” Cambodian in-
cursion, it scemed to some senior
Americans in Saigon that the objcctions
to a Laos invasion had begun to dis-
solve. For one thing, the ARVN forces
had proved themselves in battle, and
_could be used instead of U.S, troops. IFor
auother, the port ‘of Kompong Som (for-
merly Sihanoukville) had been closed to
the Communists and they no longer had
an alternate supply route to fall back on
if the o Chi Minh Trail were blocked.
In late spring, Ambassador Ellsworth
Bunker and Cecn. Creighton Abrams
urged President Nixon to approve a Laos
invasion. But a crucial Congressional elee-
tion was approaching, and the U.S. was
alrcady in an uproar over Cambodia and
Kent State. Mr. Nixon not only vetoed
the plan but publicly announced that the
U.S. would not fly close air support for

- };r;;ﬁqols Sully—-Ne s\\'m;k ’

*Abrams: Deliberate confusion

INVASIO
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ARVN troops fighting outside Vietnam.

After last November’s elections, how-
cver, the antiwar movement in the U.S.
scemed 1o have run out* of gas. The
closure of Kompong Som, Abrams and
Bunker argued, had practically turned
off the war in' the southern part of South
Vietnam; blocking the trails could do the
same thing for the northern part of the.
counlry. IFurthermore, U.S. intelligence
was warning of a massive Communist
buildup of men and supplics in the Lao-
tian panhandle in preparation for a major
offensive in 1972, Just what information
this warning was based on is unclear, for
the number of supply trucks entering the
Ho Chi Minh Trail was roughly the same
as in previous yecars. Pressed for details,
intelligence men say the report of a
buildup was based on the “assumplion”
that Ilanoi would make a tremendous
cffort to compensate for the loss of
Kompong Som. Bul even such an cffort
would scem to prove only that the en-
emy was trying to maintain present force
levels. - .

Be that as it may, American and South

‘Vietnamese officers prepared a set of

about, ten detailed plans of action for a
Laos invasion, and in early January, De-
fense Secrctary Melvin Laird flew to
Saigon to look them over. Laird was con-
cerned that American casualties mn an
operation involving the recapture of Khe
Sanh would run unacceptably high. So it
was decided that if the Americans re-
occupying Khe Sanh ran into heavy re-
sistance, the actual ARVN invasion of
Laos would not take place. On Laird’s

-return to Washington the Pentagon pre-

sented the ten plans to President Nixon,
assuring hinl that they would protect his
policy of withdrawal and Vietnamization.
“The plans,” recalled one U.S. official
later, “ranged from mild to starchy. The
one under way now, the invasion, was
among the starchicst.” The President
gave a go-ahead for the [ist, or Dewey
Canyon 1], phase of the operation.

From there on things moved quickly.
The timetable:

January 28, the cve of Tet: Making
their way through crowds of officials
dressed in, their holiday best, Abrams,
Bunker and Gen. Cao Van Vien, chief of
the Vietnamese Joint General Stafls,
called on President Thicu in Saigon’s
Independence Palace. Thicu added his
OK to the invasion order, . .

January 29: Troops moved northward.
In the expectation that there would be
bloody fighting “around Khe Sanh,

.Abrams embargoed all news of the oper-

ation. In Washinglon, Seerctary of State
William Rogers startled a news confer-
ence with the statement that “we do not
rule out the use of air power to support
Asians in_any cffort that they make to
fight [the] one enemy in ... Indochina,

at is North Vietnam,” Remarked oné
official later: "“Despite reports that the
State Department dragged its heels on
the Laotian invasion, Rogers was on
board from the start,” . '

January 31: Three American battalions *

landed at Khe Sanh and met no resist-
ance. Bunker flew to Washinglon, pre-
pured to argue, if necessary, for the in-
vasion phase of the plan. Rumors began
to {ly, because nol every correspondent
in Saigon had been told that the embar-
go itself was embargoed. :
February 1: The embargo was sched-
uled to be lifted but, according to an
American  general, “Abrams prolonged
the embargo deliberately. to confuse the
enemy. Hanoi was frantically trying to

figure out where we were going and .

when we would strike.” Washington of-
ficials purposely declined to deny—for
the record—that the invasion was on.
February 20 Still no contact with the
Communists, In the Cval Room of the
White ITouse that afternoon, Mr. Nixon
met with Rogers, Laird, Bunker, CIA
Dircctor Richard Telms, JCS chairman
Adm. Thomas Moorer and Presidential
adviser Henry Kissinger and asked them
for all the pres and cons they could
think of. “Very many cons were present-
ed, ‘most of them domestic political rea-
sons,” said an adviser who attended the
meeting. Meanwhile, a Japanese news

ageney reported that the invasion had

started (although it hadn’t). Abrams in
Saigon created. still more confusion by
sending a small naval task foree into the
Tonkin Gulf, and had Lao irvegulars, sup-
ported by the CIA, stage small attacks

\;‘:m.

near the Laos-Thai border. These moves, -

later described as “feints,” genevated
rumors that a landing in North Vietnam
and an ‘invasion by Thai forces were
under way. : ’
February 3: Abrams, still unsure of
whetler Mr. Nixon would approve the
invasion, extended the embargo once
more. By keeping ITanoi uncertain of
where the main thrust would come, Ab-
rams was possibly delaying any Commu-
nist counterattack. This not only protect-
ed his forces but also postponed any
major engagement that might have per-
suaded the President to call the invasion
off. That morning in Washington, alone
in his office, President Nixon signed the
order that assured President Thieu and
his generals that their advance into Laos
would be supported by U.S. air power.
February 4: With the green light for
the invasion glowing, Abrams lifted the
embargo, and correspondents’ storics on
Dewey Canyon Il were released. At
about the same time, determined not to
repeat the mistake he hiad made by fail-
ing to consult Congress on Cambodia,
Mr, Nixon let about 30 key senators
and congressmen in on the invasion se-

cret. All of the legislators were told that’

the invasion would begin Sunday night,
Washington time. And so it did. On
schedule, officials insist.
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- rubber plantation; South Vietnamese

troops inflicted heavy casualties on Com-
munist units. But even there, the North
Vielnamese launched a number of suc-

. cessful night assaults on ARVN camps.

Despite its greater ferocity, however,
the fighting in Cambedia was.a mere

"sideshow to the events in Laos. There,
“following the guerrilla maxim to strike at
~the enemy’s weakest point, Communist

forces attacked the CIA base at Long
Cheng and threatened to drive Gen. Vang
Pao’s “sccrel” Mco army into the sur-
rounding hills. At the samec time, North
Vielnamese units tightened their stran-

‘glehold on {he royal capital of Luang

Prabang, prompting Premier Souvanna
Phouma to proclaim a “national emergen-
cy.” (But life secmed normal enough in
Vientiane, where the Ministry of National
Delensc tackled the Ministry of Foreign

" Affairs in their annual soccer mateh.)

What this scemed to indicate was that
North Vietnam was meeting the allied
military challenge with a political chal-
lenge of its own. For ycars, the widely
separated wars in northern and soulhicrn
Laos borc only a marginal military rela-

-tiohship. But now, with one quick blow,

the Communists had rocked Souvanna’s
shaky neutralist government and turned

"the loudspeakers up on the silent war in
.Laos. As in Cambodia, Ianoi was sud-
denly able to thrust the peripheral con-

flict in Laos into the main arena of the

-war between North and South Vielnam.

And, at least in this respect, the strategy

‘was clear: to embarrass and overextend
U.S. and ARVN forces.

Gambit: In southern Laos, too, the
Communists were attempting to make the

.allies pay politically for their mililary ex-

cursions. So far, that meant a headline-
grabbing cffort to bring down scores of
U.S. helicopters—and to inflict as many
casualtics as possible, In the coming

‘wecks, it seemed likely that the North

-

Victnantess might broaden their opera-
tion. The new gambit would probably
call for a stepped-up campaign to lure
ARVN units far into Laos, then a pounce
on their strained supply lines and isola-
tion of the South Victnamese forces.

Such a Communist tactic could spell
trouble for the U.S, For if a sizable
ARVN force were to find itself under
sicge by the North Vietnamese deep in
Laos, the Nixon Administration would be
faced with a cruel choice: either to per-
mit a major loss of life and a devastating
blow to the concept of Vietnamization or
to throw U.S. ground forces into the war
in Laos. Just how Mr. Nivon would mect
such a dilemma was by no means clear.
For although the Administration is le-

gally barred from commilting ground

combat troops to Laos, some of Mr. Nix-

- on’s critics are far from convinced that

the mere existence of legal strictures had
in fact scttled the issue. Even within
the Administration itself there are doubt-

—ers. “I think we mean what we say,” said |
~one senior official. “But I don’t know

wha‘t would abvppetxcb 1\f, eth& Iég\'ﬂh\exiéga

ease 2991/03/04 :

C|A-RDP80-
really gelting messed up.” Added an-
other: “I don’t have any real doubt about
the policy. I'm convinced that the policy
is what we say it is--no ground troops, no
advisers to ARVN. But there’s a lot of
room for error on this kind of thing.”
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. Red Attacks in Laos ™

{ To Punish Mec Forces

-+ VIENTIANE, Feb. 27 (UPD
—The represenlative of the
Pathet Lao here said today

that the current Communist,

campalgn in northeastern Laos
is designed to punish. Meo
forces supporting the govern-

ment rather than to carry out

a Dienbienphu-like suge of a
key Meco base.

The representative, Soth Pes

trasy, called the CI1A-supported

base at Long Cheng “an im-.

portant special forces station
which has been used to.attack
the patriotic forces in Xieng
Khouang Province . . . Now
the patriotic forces are altack-
ing Long Cheng just to give
them a lesson....,” .

STATINTL
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AN AMERICAN base in I.aos

is under heavy pressure from |
the forces of North Vietpam
Called -
-Long Cheng and lying some 70
miles’ north of Vientiane, the

and could fall to them.

Laotian administrative capital, it
has no formal connection with
the American armed forces, [t
Is run by the. US Central
Intolhgenoc Agency and  has
been for, some time the heaxl

quarters .of a ‘secret army’ of.

30,000 men.:

. North Vlctnamcse assaults
havc drawn attention to a base

;which iy out of bounds to news-
“Tpaper reporters,.

though some
have managed -to- get there.
Another” CIA “base exists - at

Pakse, the bwg»st towu m south '
Laos. -

“Taos has becn dhu u.mr\, of
the CIA’s bigg est .operation in
South-Last Asia since 1962, This
Is - because the Geneva agree-
ments of that year banned the

introduction of foreign soldiers

or military advisers into the
country, while at the same time

American  policy called for

active intervention there.

The North Vietnamese were
themselves ignoring the Geneva

.accord. "They were developing:
their trail systemy through Laos

into Soutl Vietnam. They were
also  sending ‘their

strengthen the pro-Comumunist

; Pathet Lao, bolding the north-

eastern provindes of Laos,

So it was necessary for the
Americans to have a force in
Laos to counter these Commup-
ist activities. The COIA was-the
only Anmerican agency able to
carry ‘on such an operation

| seeretly and avoid-—-technically,

.atleasteea breach of thc Geneva

-ban,

€

Laos.

THT LONDON ODSERVE

—

As a result, the CIA went in to
reormt train, pay and direct an
Fir reguldr army. Formed into
snecxal guerrilla units, it wag led

: by retired US Army or Speeisl
.Forces officers hired by the CIA

‘on coniract.

The CIA’s ‘biggest coup -was
the formatmn of its “guerrilla
force in the north-east round a

‘group of Meo mountain tribes

loyal to a Meo leader called Vang
Pao.. This force has operated.be-

“hind the Pathet Lao lines in-the

mouitains reaching back to the
North Vietnamn border, It-would

‘have been physically difticult, as

well as diplomatically indiscreet,

to conduct these operations from

Vientiane.. . Long, .Cheng is a
supply "~ and communications
cenlre  linked - to . the’, ottside
world by Air Amética and Con-

are connected with the CIA.

R

1 tinental- Airlines. .both- of which.

“The CIA base in Pakse directs

“a-string of guerrilla bases on the
‘Bolovens . Plateau: in. southern
These, like Long Cheng,,

are now under attack. But thcy

- havé never.been ‘on the scale of

the Meo operation.

troops to,

STATINTL
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rhe sleepy Buddhist kingdom of A
" Lios, stirely one of-the world's least |

» note,wo“x,hy na x(ms seems about to

" be added 1o th, lengthening list of .
- tyictins in the power "JOIItICa of the :
~mains the maiy fndigenous® weapon,

i cold war.

- T have visited Laos. 'several times,

“Lept up with strange twists of its-

_ politics and find myself baffled that

o 'the 5111)\,1'1’0\\ ers foel. compelled to
- " “expend energy attempting to mﬂpoov
their brand of-order on thls sad litile
“land. The conflicting goals of Arneri-
-can and Com.n.mbt imperialism
which are turning Laocs into a reluc-
tant batt‘e;fxound are bound to lose;

it is one-of the poorest risks for an

‘ideclogical crusade of any kind.

The fact is that Laos has one of the”

~most backward -societics in the
world, Bight out of 10 Laotians are
‘sq prin 1L1ve that they spend their
- Jives gutively outside the money cco-
nomy! the commerce of livelihood is

‘¢carvied on Targely .through the bar-

- tering of rice. A U.S Buunu of Social
£ . Research survey  discovered that
.80% of Laotians believed the carth

_is flat and peopled entirvely by Lao-

-tlans, 'l‘wu‘ty per cent we;re not
aware that such a cou'w‘ LdOS
actually existed. ' o

- The country is covered aImosL ‘en-

—cnix

sze cithor is eduor v] Ca c‘da’s'
M'rccvean s ¢.Ir1Aa~an.

txrely by monscon rain forests thail

~hide elephants, léOUmus, pythons,

»and crocodiles, Few roads are pass-
> able except by pack pony and T.208

“has no railroads, though Savannak-

“ het, the eapital of the southern pro-
~vinces, boasts an uue\p ained rafi-
.way station.

. No dccurate census has hacn ta-
“ken, but U.N. estimates place the
populatlon at about '3 miilion. Thcy
are_mostly border peoples, mineri-
" ties of mauy races whos; fo”emthcm
spent ‘generations in China. during
“their soutnwmu migration. The 14
‘main racial groups speik 80 dialects
“of six :mu»ucLhy unmtduglble Izn-
- guages..
Q ',; The auprcme eonu.m of most Lao-
.- tlang tis to. win ‘the daily .contest
’ aqa inst starvation and isease.” Fa-
smiiies shiver and starve through the
~winter months before harvest time,
-, suffering frgua malaria
and body lick)

- fertile valleyz

" motely 1

Cpopulation has mm'osy Wounds are

still treated with soot-coyered spider
webs and the boisohed blowpma e

“One moumtain trive docsn™t ev eit
bother to grow rice. Its members for-
2ge for snails, cateh editle inscets,
and chew iree barks, Even th n@ more
civilized Laotianz who Hve in ihe
are unbelievably ine
dolent. They grow only 2s much
rice ag they carr eat,

Laos comes close to having no eco~
nomy at all. There-are only three in-
stallations in the whole couniry re-!
esembling lerge scale
modern md ustrial eﬂte*p'lbe — a
brickyard, z tobacco factory angd a

small iin mine, Aside froma few
el sphants
down te Thailand, the main export
is crude opium, smugg ed out to-
Hong Kong. B

The country has what must be a
unique balance-of-trade prohlem:
Exports armount to about 1% of im-
ports. The gap is met alniost entirely
by American aid, Half a bhillion dol-
lars has been spent by Washington
since it decided.in 1953 to transform’
ﬂlL little kingdomn into "a bulwark

against communisra” Laos has re-
ceived more American aid per capita
than any country in the world,

Apart from the American "in-
fluenrce, the’ onIy more or less o‘ga-
nized presence in the country is the

Royu, Lzotlian mumr Wastern nuh—
tary experé.j who have compar ed-the-
nilitary - establishments of South

V ietnam, Camboedia and Lzos are in
som2 msawroement about which
army iz the worst .\ldrlbl g force, bul

uie
ong Arerican general recently of-

_fered this assessment: _
"The Royal Laotian d;xmy 15 with-

out 2 doub? the worst fighting force

T have ever seen. It makes tl " South
Vietnara army look like the Wehr-

macht.*®

In nearly 20 years of retneating',

before the nu*nexically inferior Com-
munist-inspired Pathet Lao, tne 60,-

000-man Laouan army has inflicted.
few casualties’ and won no major, .
~ battles. Until recently there was

only sporadic fighting in Lacs. Each
time one side or another ‘retired
from a hill to shelter from the sung

“the movement was reported as &’

"hattle."

nmé@\{ezdﬁmﬁ%eﬁg% %ﬁn‘@mﬁf 5 A'%Rti#hcﬁﬁﬁbﬁmdm (i!i“qﬁﬁﬁm“d

and ‘some teak floated-

in the general direction of the ene-
my, use 2 lot of land mines, but shy
away irom hand-to-hand ecombat,
When the Laotian arny invadad the
.q)it[{l ol Vienliane eu"mg one coup
d'etat to restere”the rfovmnmeht"*
authority, there were 300 civilian ce-

‘sualties but onl,,r 75 among the,

troops.
When the soldie

;neral. put Up some unu\ually spirit-
fed resistance against the enemy,
Western mlhtat) attaches discov-

3 OL‘OI‘).E! army ge-

-ered the réason wys not ideological:

The Communists were trying to oc-
cupy an opitm plantztion in which
the ’.F\oyal Laotian general had &
heavy prwate investment,

There are two theories on why the
R03 al Laotian Ay iy is%so had. Onn is
that the Buddhist zolr'lon to which
Jrnost soldiers belong, pmmblts kill-

ing. (In fact, the Laotians so dislike -

}\lllmv ‘of any kind that all of the
'atchelb in Laos are imported Chi-
nese.) The other, cxmplcr explana-
tion.is the difference in mom?e be-
tween the' loyalist noﬁp and the
Commuuist rebels.

"This difference in moxale," Ire-
micmber the nnhm_y attache at the
Australion embassy in Vientiane tell-
ing me, "is that the rebels are fight-
'ma theu' way towards the flesh pots

_of Vlenuane, while the Roy al Lao-
tian troops must leave them fo go
into battle,” (This may or may not
he a realistic theory, but the flesh-
pots certainly exist and Vientiane

mdy be 'the only city in the

world where you actvally have

to bribe a taxi driver not to take you

to a brothel.) )

Probably the only fwntmd umt in
the world less effective tha
otian army is. the ILaotian navy.

Commanded- by -Prince Sinthana-

rong (a cousin of the king) the 700-
man-force has, according to."Jaue's
‘Fighting Ships," 23 ships in reserve
and six \'CSSCIb in commission, The
reserve fcet consists of some rust-
ing Lulks on ‘the banks of the Me-
konf{ River and the only activity
aboard these relics come
chickens who roost a '.ono the ghan-
doned bull hoau:, providing the Lao-
tian navy withlits supbly of cggs.
The comuiissioned ficet boasts five
wooden transport vessels, though all

iron-hulled ‘monstrosity, built

an the La~’

s from the.
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Was‘nln"ton Post Staff Writer

into ‘& more decxsue test of his Indoc‘nma
pohcv th'm “many mutlous offlcnls
wantea o risk pubhcly ) .
Premdent Nl\on fiigs put a “fxvht here
,or nge up  the stmgglo” challenge to
L}Ianox In a war in which werds are
wcapons the President hes an 1mmed1'ztc
advantdoe, Hﬂnm nevér has admitted
havm any t1ooos jn Laos. Its respon:e
there can only come in battle in the guise
%of -Laotian “liberation” forces, or else-

“where m Indoch na, in tne name of other ‘
i concluded that whether he

troops

“Until the Plesment mol\e ovt Wednew
‘day, many admmlqtlatlon officials were
‘advising newsmen not to look on the U.S.-
- ‘supported . attack by South Vietnamese
forces into the T.aotian panhandle in
apocalyptlc shou. down, terms. :

. The obJectu e, U.S. officials - empha-

. 5170(1 was to “distupt” North Vietnamese
. forces along the Ho Chi Minh Trail; “to
Cintercept or choke off ¥ men and supplies.

These open-ended terms could per mit
“claims of moderate ‘success even if maxi-
;mum hopes were unfuffxllcd o

e

Adnmmliahon saorces origi :
nally forecast thal there mey -
1be heavy fighiiug, or ihe ens-

. my nnghf choose to fall back
. The stakee on the allied thrust 1nL0lan“ only harass in tue face of

aos have ‘been rais sod by President \h\ou -
L > ed by Zavy U.S. air power covering

Saigon's troops.
- Some specialists, hcwcvor
“were convinced North Viet-

nam would be compellcd to
‘mount a major challenge or

lose critical "faco“ to South

Vietnamese . forces is secks

1o dismiss with disdain, Mr.
Nixon now has publicly dou-
bled that “wface” challenge.

The President evidently

publicly acknowledged it or
not, the allied foray—
whether it stumbles or fails
—would be treated by critics
as a decisive test of his Viet-
namization program.

with intelligence reports
showing cornter-action de-
veloping, the President,_ in
effect, gambled for high psy-

ChOlO“lCul stakes on a suc- .
~ cess when he bluntly sald
P on Wednesday:

. % .. We emectecl the

Nmth Vietnamese to fight .

here. They. have to fight
‘here or give up the struggle

“to0 conquer Soulh Vietnam,
'Cambodn and their influ-

ence extending through
“other parts. of Southe iSt
» Asia”

D'mgcx Next Y ar

“No other official had ex-
p1 essed the Laos test in such’

“ferms. As President Nixon

also said, the “greatest point .
“of dander" for the Vietna-.

'mizauon program is not now,
“but next year,
Swill be many fewer

«.ground ‘combat troops

US.

“South. Vietnam. - :
' - Nevertheless, by his fight--

or-stand-down language, th:
President intensified the con
sequences of the pr esent
- allied offensive. The war in

Indochina is even more a

p:ycholmlcal and - political
strugglée than it is a military

- conflict. The side that puts-
| the highest public stakes on :
- an encountex risks gammd
more or losing niore on the

<outcome,

; military -
wheén the1e :

in |
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“fight” .chal-

while at-
tacking many points in the |
ity ne - confer-

nol faced the
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lenge dnccth or mduectly'

in an\ public response.

side! now

©. Statements from the Com-
“munist
“heizhtencd

show |
. suspicion that

other allied-attacks may be
in the making, perhaps with |

participation ‘of Thmand’ )
- troops. ' ‘

North Vietnam

to enter Laos beyond “two
additional - battalions

and 'th'e
- Pathet J.ao charged on Fr1~
.day and Saturday that more
Thai troops appear poised .

of -

Thai troops" sent - to rcm-'

- force the cldmﬂewtme army

of Meo tribesmen directed

by U.S. Central Intelligence '
Ageney advisers in.the Long
_Cheng area near the Plain

of Jars. The Pathet Lao pro-
tested what-it described as
plans to “bring into Laos a
massive number of Thai

" troops” to fight in the Long

Cheng sector and much fm-
ther south in the “Bolovens
Plateau with strong

air support .. ™ -7

© Drenial hy Dang;ko“

U.S.

i

Thailand regularly “denies -

that there are Thai troops
in Laos; any Thais f]ghtm"

tain, have been :
without Bangkok’s
sanction. The - disclaimer
follows - a familiar
in Indochina. °¢
Real or imagined allied™
njoves may kéep !
North Vietnamese
stretched ~ out, and

recruited

off-

" balance, as allied strategists

intend. If o, Mr. Nixon will
have a large psycholoc'lcal
warfare dividend.

‘But U.S. sources comede
that the fighting can unfold
in slow motion throuﬂhout
the next eight or more weeks

and it is premature to fore-

cast how the test will end.

official

-in Laos, Thai efficials main-

pattern “

forces -

‘S
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By TA'\iMY ARBUCY{LT‘
“ Speclal t:z The Star

VIENTIA\‘E——The U.S. Em-
~bassy here continues to at-
tempt to hide American in-
volvement in the war in Laos
&s much as possible.

. Embassy officials, who do
ot deny this, say the policy is

SR

. the Central Intelligence Agen-
L CY-

: Much of the secrecy, even fo
i American officials, appears
_ unnecessary, particularly
“'since March when President
* Nixon admltted the American
“role and since the official fa-
cade of Laos neutralily in the

- \/ -war largely has disappeared.

“:and  thercfore it's

! m——mv

The CIA role liere, originally
arose from Ameucm deci-
siohs to quietly try to prevent
the' North Vietnamese and
their Pathet Lao Communist

\supporters from overruuning
Laos when Laos was under a
isupposed guarantea of ncut1 al-
ty

: Thc United Stanes dec1ded'

that rather than have a full-

-scale military presence here,
.t would place U.S.
: operations -— both intelligence
.gathering and counter-
insm gency—--undez the CIA.

. Running a War

- In éxplaining
sccrecy on the U.S. effort
here, officials say, “It's CIA
secret,
That’s that,” :

Some CIA “secrets” are in-
.nocuous enough, such as the
parachute
runs for Meo amputees as part

“of an effort to encourage the:

Meo to keep on fighting.
But the agency, beoldes its

rintclhgence operatlous—wluch _
vindeed should be secret — is :

~running a war in Laos,

. However, to many Lao gen-
erals the war is not being run
" yery "well.. There is, honever
- no real way to determine how

a result of thc imvolvement of,

the continuing

factory the CIA .

g E*’ﬁ iding the

° sources

€
- sion resulted from the admin- |

. well it is being run because |

?‘ every aspect of it remains se-
cret o
No pictures ever appear of

. Wounacd Americans belng car-
“ ried away, or Arnrericans un-

- der fire or in combat.
“That’s the way we want
it American officials say, -

Tt etee

A look at last week’s events

i?an%?ggeggb DiegFon Release 2001/03/04 CIA RDP80-01601R000700010001 6

1

‘peuod demonshates ‘some-

thing of what is hidden and
how it’s hidden.

Last Sunday, North Viet-
namese sappers hit the U.S.
base at Long Cheng. The

encmy concentrated rocket -

and mortar {fire solf-'ly on the
U.S. compound,, where be-
tween 20 and 30 Ameucans
were living.

Americans cowering In the
bunker say smoke and fire
was so hecavy they almost
were asphyxiated.

Their homes were burned
and on: American was wound-
ed by a mortar fragment. A
pair of U.S. F4 jels m1sta1\enly
bombed Long Cheng, throwing
two - Americans flat on their
backs, including a colonel.

These Americans felt® they
were in a combat situation,
but the embassy spokesman
professed not to know about i,

Spokesman Is Silent

In fact, for much of Sunday,
the spokesman could not be
found. Late Sunday evening he
could neither confirm nor
deny. By Monday he was talk-
ing about medical warchouses
being burned, but said nothing

+about U.S. mbtallatlons even

when asked. Other American
eventually  supplied
some information. Then .at
midweek, the spokesman re-
ported an Ametican was killed
in action on the west portion of
the Plain of Jars. This admis-

" Asked
. 30 000 refugees pouring out of

<

istration promise o announce
U.S. military deaths,

But most U.S. dead are civil-
ians carrying out military du-
tics here, so it’s faiy to assunie
that’s why the embassy
spolesman omitted to mention
that an Air America helicopter
was downed near the North
Vielnamese border in Laos.

The spokesman, of course,
was unable to comment on the
U.S. request for Thai troops
and the transportation of 1,600
of them into Long Cheng.
about the 20,000 to

,ong Chend to Muong Cha, a

‘walk of several days to the -

southeast, an embassy spokes-
man sa;d the figures were
“exaggerated” and tried -to
play the whole story down.
The figures turned out to be
correct and by the end of the
week, the einbassy spokes-
man ivould not respond {o re-
quests to go sce the refugees
at Muong Cha where only
U.S. planes are able to, land
To fly to Long Cheng, wher
only U.S. transport is avm]a-
ble, of course, was out of
the question,

“Correspondent - Unwanied

A correspondent aboard one
of these Requirements Office
aircraft would have seecn
Americans in Laos combat,
so it’s understandable why
cgrrespondents were unwant-

The. list of hidden Us. com-

'STATINTL

o

bat actions is inexhaustable—a
battle between American com-
mandos and North Vietnamese
at Pakkao, ncar Long Cheng;
Americans  on the ground
trying to find encmy positions
in the Long Cheng area and
details of U.S. Air Force activ-

" itles.

. One most interesting claim
by the U.S. Embassy spokes-
man here is that press restric-
tions are the host govern~
ment’s policy.

Indignant Lao politicians
and high—ranking military of-
ficials, however, say, “Go to
the Americans,” They decide
who goes on their planes,” or
“The. Americans fell us not
to let you go. If we don’t do
what they say, they won’t
help us.” )

Stopping a Newsman

A correspondent for a Lon-
don paper started driving
around the countryside last
weck., He arrived in Vang
Vieng, 100 miles north of here .
and told an Amecrican AID of-
ficial he was going to a Yao-

" tribal village.

The AID man phoncd the
embassy, asking how to stop
hlm -
The emb’lssy advised hun to
get in touch with the local Lao
military commander and have
him prevent the correspondent
from traveling further, '
That’s what usually happens

. when correspondents try to
flnd out xyhat’s gomg on. . R
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- -i»-Sixiy-six'helicoptcrs and 22 fixe.'d'-i‘/ing,'r aircraft have

been dowired in southern Lacs in the first four days of
the U.S.-spornsored invasion. Two battalions of Seigon
s troops were completely put out of action on Feb, 13; all
their arms were seized and many of them were taken

The huge CIA bzse at Long Cperg is'expected to fall

- -—~at-any moment since all its approzches zre in Pathet Lzo

~hands. As of Feb., 14, only the airfield was still
fenctioning, It was being  used to .evacuate vital
equipment 2nd U.S. personrel until U.S. planes bombed
the airficld, apparently thinking it had already been

~ abandoned, Americans were among those kitled by U.S.

bombs  and the airfield became unusable at lgast
temporarily. About 1000 badly demoralized commandos

- ek

o e oS IN,
Chinese vielh of U.S. defeats inIndochina. .
c',f “General” Vang Pao, actually CIA mercenaries, fled

into Vientiane on Feb, 13-14, . :
In Cambodia, the Phnom Penh airport was bombard-

k.
z:

l

) . . .2 - - L -
.ed by rockets on Feb. 14, forcing its closure just a few

" hours after semi-poralyzed Lon Nol, the puppet premier,

had left for a few months of medical treatment in

- Hawzii after he had sufferad a serious heart attack.

- [Over 60,000 -peopld” demonsirated zesainst the

'invasion of Laos in the U.S. Iast week (pa}?,c 3\ .
" In Peking, hundreds of thousands of people held a

~protest Feb, 12, People’s China hes issued three formal

I . «
protests against the invasion, describing the action as ra
grave menace” to China. In a Viewpoint (page 8), the

--Guardian speculates that the invasion may be intended-

.to broaden the war'to China.) , Con
*  These are somc of the fruits of Nixon's latest military
adventure in Indochina, It will be necessary to capture

- inconceiveble amounts of resistanée equipment a1nd. Tice
~stores to offset the losses zlready suffered by the U.S.

and its puppet forces, rnot to mention the irretrievable
Joss of U.S. credibility. American pilots have been
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. 1s saying about non-paxticipstion of U.S. ground troops,

there_were six Americans wearing South. Vietnamese
uniforms found among the. corpses of Saigon irodps
‘killed during a single engagement deep within Laos,
BlySaigon Losses T

In order to make losses appear minimal, the U.S.
commend is only anaouncing the loss of plancs and
helicopters pilotegl by Americans and which have been
‘complc;tcly Cestroyed. The zreatest losses, by far, have
been suffered by helicopters and plancs having pilots

! -

-made public,

from the Saigon forces, And thece losses have not been

The biggest casualty of the -invasid.n, 50 to-‘s-pe'ak, has

been “Vietnamization” ‘The. Saizon army has proved
that it is incapable of moving Without U.S. transport; it
cannot function without massive U.S. air and artillery
support; it cannot fight without U.S. tactical com-
mandezs cither on the ssound or flying in helicopters at
tree-top level, Yet with all its unprecedented support
from U.S. airborne supplies, bombing and artillery, the
- Saizon forces in Laos are heading for certein disaster,
.The U.8. news blackout still continues because the
opciation c¢ontinues to go badly, | ' T

In particular, journslists are being prevented from

secing what is happening on the Bolovens Plateau where
there are at least three Thzi battelions operating; nor can
nevismen go to Long Cheng where Thai troops have been
rushed in to.replace the flecing Meo mercenarics; and
they are not allowed to go to the CIA basc at Udorn,

Thailand, to which the equipment and personnel from

Lonz Cheng aré being evacuated, '

Vith rightest forces and their battle Jines ‘crac!:ing'

everywhere in Laos, Thziland has concentisted its troops
along the Laotian fronticr and declared a state of zlert,
Prince Souvanna Phouma hes also instituted ‘a state of
emergency for the sma¥l portion of Lzos that remains
under his control. The Democratic Republic of Vietnam
has issued new warnings against extension-of military
activity on its territory by the U.S. or its puppets,

- What . is Nixon trying to-do? It appears that he is
trying to turn back the clock all the way to the 1954-55,
policies of John Foster Dulles, based on evidence of
Nixon’s visceral anti-communisni, the Dr. Strangelove
attitude toward world politics of presidential advisor
Henry A. Kissinger and he overweening conceit of Gen,
William C. Westmoreland, now Army chicf of staff but
who is still trying to prove that when ne wes the U.S,
commander-in-chicf in Sasigon he could have won if he
had been given frec rein to dd waat he had wanted,

Dulles hiad been the god-father of the Southeast Asian
Treaty Organization whose purpose was to ‘“‘contain
Communism” or even “fo roil it back.” In practical
terms, SEATO was intended to counter the Vietnamese
victqry over the French iz Indochina in 1954, As Dulles
conceived- it, the mainland part of SEATO was (o be a
broad wedge composed of South Vietnam, Cambodia
and Thailand, adjoined by Laos—all under disguised U.S;
military control” That would have brought U.S. military
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" By JAMES WIRGHART

_Of Tue NeEws Washington Bureau

. . Vientiane, Jteb. 19-=Everything de-
*, _pends ohryou

\mericans.” the high Loa-
“tian official said, “If you let us die, then
:we will die. But if you send allies and tell
'us to fight, then we will fight.” A

. The “statement, made by =& former general
‘who is now a member of neutralist Prime Min-
{ster Souvanna Phouma’s cabinet, was uttered

gadly, but without rancor.

« warfave
- :

. The official added without the slightest {race
of animosity that he understood that the United
‘States policy in Southeast Asia must be based
on its own interests, even if it meant Telping
the South Vietnamese carry their war against
‘the North Vietnamese inte Laos. C
i Phe - official’s appraisal sums up accurately
the eruel position this sparsely populated land-
locked. kingdom finds itself in after suffering
nearly 20 yvears as a pawn in the relentless
struggle between North and South Vietnan,
- Throughout that peried, despite international
agrecement that Laos should remain neutral in
the couflict, the country has been wracked by
between North: - Vietnamese-backed

A:’,.‘ - . NEW YORK DAILY,' s
hproved For Releas@R00310304:9CAR
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 Pathet Lao Communists and French and U.S.-

supported rightist and conservative forees.

Now, as the bitter war between North and
South Vietnam appears to be reaching some sort
of climax, it has become jnereasingly  likely that
Laos could be the battleground for what may be
the decisive engagement. ..

In the southern panhandle of ‘Laos, about
15,000 South:Vietnamese {roops, backed by heavy

U.S. air support, continue their thrust to sever

the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the last North Vietnam-
ese supply voule for the 200,000 Communish
troops 1u Cambodia and Sottth Vietnam,

There is a growing fear here that the up to
70,0000 North Vietndmese troops guarding the
trail will seek to aveid a major hattle with the
Saigon invasion foree by moving south and west,
Laos, overrunning TLaotian forces
around the Boloven Plateau atea and seizing rich
yice lands along the Meckong River by Pakxe,

Meanwhile, in the north of Laos, roads have
been clogged with tens of thousands of Meos
and other hill people fleeing in long refugee.
columns from the Sam Thonz-Long Cheng arca,
where up to a division of Noxth Vietnamese ap~

i

‘pears to be girding for a full-’
scale attack aimed at wiping out
Gen. Vang Pao's CIA-traincd/
army of 8,000 Meo tribesmen.

1f successful, the attack would :
cul off the royal capital of Vien-
tine, thereby rendering both vul-
nerable to a Communist take-

over,. -

Thus, while both sides profess
“to prefer a neulral Taos, both are |
pursuing policies that appear
destined to make the country the
. focal point of the struggle,

U.S Ambasador to Laos. G. de-
Murtrie Godley conceded in an
linterview that American poliey
"of supporting the South Vietnam-
esc incursion into Laos runs
counter 1o Laotian interests.

__ But he defended the action as
a vital step in carrying on-the

‘war against the Communist
troops in Cambodia and South
Vietnam. Unfortunately, the war ¢
in Laos cannot he separaled from
the wars in Vietnam and Cambo-
diz, he added. T
“One of the great tragedics of -
the debate over the war has been
that some people have viewed
them as separate conflicts,” God-
ley said. “They are not separate.
We are fighling one cnemy—1Ha-
noi. The Pathet Lao - doesn't
amount to anything; he is a tool
for the North Vietnamese”
However, Godley s=ald Laos
should not join in any united
anti-Communist alliance with
South Vietnami and Cambodia.
“The.scttlemant here,” he said,
“has‘to be negotiated on a nevtra- -
lized basis,” since ncither Com-
munist China, which borders on
Laos. to the north, nor North
¥ietnam, which shares its eastern
border, would lolerate a militant
anti-Communist state as a neigh-
bor. .- ot . -
* But_Godley could not say how
swéeping Laos into the midst of
the Indochina war as & virtual
client of the United States would
stedeed. in winning the. kingdom
n peaceful seftlement.as neuniral
‘state. : ‘
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Dovn throu gh the Vietnam
VWax years, the raw facts about
‘the  fighting  have gone
‘through such & filtering sad
Hlavoring process that the pub-
lic no longer {rusts the offcial
'statements,

- This is reﬂectcd in the larde
number of inguiries we re-
ceive, asking what is really

We have sought the answers
from our own competent and
 confidential sources, Here are
the most newsworthy -replies:

What is the 1eal purpose of
Jthe drive into Laos?

The aim is to tun the \*01 th
Vm“mamesn supply lise. But
Unfortunately, most of the
supplies for the -present dry
Iseason had elready, ‘moved
tdown the Ho Chi Minh trail
Inetwork before the South
Vietnemese struck. - Intelli-
Tgence .reports shoxy 8 heavy
flow of war goods down the in-

filiration routes during the

‘dry months ef Septemberf, Oc-
t_obel ‘and November. But tha
flow had alrcady dwindled to
‘ta trickle before {he South Vi-
etnamese could cut it off.

“ What -is the risk that the
Lzos Invasion will escalate the
war? ) .
- Hanoi isn’t expected to rnass
a large force in Laos to resist
 the South Vietnamese epera-
tion. Allied forces, complete
“twith  walting planes and
imaksed artillery, are prepared
ito” devastate. any North Viet-
:namese force that might come.
iﬁ;v__. BN . - .

" [ Comimunist

happening on the baltiefront.|

{,'Ju

Fﬁaq, Waskington Mok wywr SuIioT wd
- drimaiiahi .
—ﬁ%ﬁ -Viq
T 7 o
LSCUN ee(})[@ @L %
S 3 . (‘-q A.'A
J I Anderson into the open 'l‘he Commumst

| strategy has always been to

avoid battles thoey might lose
and weait for & chance to zt-
tack & vulnerabls epot, Jonol
is more likely, therefore, to
strike back elsawhere &t o
weak point. The bYest clue:
forces  already
have Increased the military
pressure on the Royal Lao
government in northern Laos.
Chinese in Laos

Is Redl Chm.«. 1ikely to inter
vene in Lnos?

The Red Chinsse have
wearned that they won't remain
indifferent to the South Viet-
amese drive into Loaosz but
viould take “all effective meas-
ures” to aid the Communist
forces. In recent months, the
Chinese have stepped up con-
struction of a rozd that cufs
across Laos almost to the Thai
border. The construction crew
and guard force, which for-
merly bad numbered no more
{than 3,000, has now been in-
creased to roore than 15,000,
The best estimate Is that the
road is intended as a supply
line for Communist guerrillas,
not an invasion route for
Chincse troops. S

1s the” White ‘Touse telling
the truth about the abseuce of
U.S. eombat troeps in Laes?

American  ground troops
stopped at the Laotlan border,
alttiough they are recady for
action in Laos if they should
be needed to help repel s
North Vietnamese counterat-

.tack CIAled gur.rrﬂla b=nus\ltor strazght out of “Front

e
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¢ War Is Us

of mountam tubesmen alsa
operating in southern Laos,
assisting the Soulh Vistnam-
o352 hivaders, Technically, the
American advisers aren't mili-
fary naen but elvitians on the
CIA payroll, The Army's spe-
cial forces, however, have sent
observalion tezins across the
border.

Is Preslient Hiven ,ﬁn to
win ot to wind down {te Viat-
nan Yyar? ]

The President is seeking to
furn the war over to the Soth
Vietnamese but to leave thein
strong enough to defend tham-
selves, He- also wants to pro-
tect the withdrawing Amerl-
can troops froin a possible
Asian Dunkirk., He visws the
drive into Ho Chi Minh trail
complex and the hombing at-
tacks upon North Vietnam as
rear-guard &ction to reduce
Hanoi's &bility to mount an of-
fensive. Meanwliile, the Presi-
dent has withdrawn almost &1l
draftees from ‘combat opora-
tions. Before the end of the
vear, he hopes fo keecp all
Arniericans out of vombat ex-
cept for air and artillery sup-
port for the- South Vleknam-
ese, i

) Mafia -Ex”pcsse

Some of the nation’s most
notorious racketecrs,- identi-
fied in federal files as Mafia
bigwigs, has been living quit-
ly in New York’s fashionable
Westchester County until a
gravel-voiced newspaper edi-

"'dramatie,

7
iy Sfr*’a,:)‘f o

Page,” ‘melded to fl;nt therd
his own way., P

Barney Waters, editor of th« B
Herald Stetesman, knesw that |
Cosa Nostra chieftang had set- ’

tled in the Yoakers area.

Watexs ordered his 1epmt
ers”.to dig into the criminal °
backgrounds of the hoodlums .
who were living in fashlonable &
respectability in' the comrau-
nity. Then he sent his photoz-
raphers around to take pic-
tures of their villa-style subur- _i
ban homaes. P

For two years he battled the :
mobsters, winding up with a
two-week ~series.
¥ven befere the scries began, :
the hoods learned of it aud .
threatened Waters life. Tha-
Herald Stateman's  general
raanager, Jack Sheils, recelved -
a.  gruff telephom threat
against the newspaper plant.
Two .38 pistol shots blasted
the newspaper’s windows ons
night shattering glass in the
advertising department.

During the t{wo years, Wa-
ters got hundreds of threating .
calls, four broken windshields
and six different tires slash- !
ings. But through it &ll, the

.?.0
i,!

vinegary editor refu:,ed even

to remove his name from the .
telephone directory.
I‘ootno\e Our own - Mafia-

sources sald publicity “spooks”

the. big boys worse than a.
presecution. Meanwhile, the.
Maifa is spreading into other’
suburban communities,

© 1971, Bell-McClure Syudleate, Inc.
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SAIGON ‘South VLeEnam, Feb.
18»f1he Soutli“s Victnamese,
command reported today that
the forward units of its forces
advancing across Commuriist
isupply treils in southern Laos
Jwere now operating 22 mllcs
from the border. .

A spokesman sald that the
SIOW‘IE,SS of the advance into
Laos, which "began from the

g o

‘%@Um "§/ tnai ";;’f

Wi R

ogem, BT

,‘1\ r:.‘\s

a4 ]

Approved For Release 200 ?Og?dh """(*)IA RDP80 g‘texomﬂqq

/7 i\,{i M;

. north_erri part of South ﬁ{ictx1ax11

on. Feb. 8, was a result more
of the care gmployed in search-
ing the enemy supply dumps
than of encmy gtound rcsxst-
ance. : e

However, a ‘§011th Vlctnameae
spokesman at the combat base
in Quangtri, South Vietnam’s
northernmost  province, said
that 83 enemy soldiers had been
killed in the last 24 hours. The
South Vietnamese to[l was put
tat eight. :

At the same time; there was
more. cv1dencc of the strength
of the enemy's antiaircraft fire.
An American briefing office at
Quangtri reported that three
United States helicopters had
becn downed during the day
while supporting thc .South
Vietnamese drive. The two-man
crew of one, a Cobra gunship,
was rcported rescued. .

The Saigon spokesman smd
that 1herc now were 15,000 to
16,000 South Vietnamese troops
inside L. 20S and that they were
opérating “in the same general
area” as yesterday. With for-
wdrd units 22 wiles from the
border, they apparently were
still 2 few miles short of the

evastated town of Tchepone,
‘which has been a principal

* ‘marshaling center of the North

. Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6

Vietnamese supply netwerk.

;- At a combat base 11 miles
{inside Laos, South Vietnamese
troops dISpldyE’d a Soviet-built

PT-76 tank captured after i,

-lan American company at an

had bﬁen hlt by mckr‘ts prv
sumably fired by Amerlcan
helicopter gunships.

No action was rcported from
the area in the northwestern
corner of South Vietnam where

artillery base called Fire Sup-
port Base Scotch is said to have
been surrounded since Tuesday:
Amcrican fighter -bombers {lew
18 sorties in support of the unit
Tuesday night, but cfforts to
reinfotce the company yester-
day failed because ¢f bad
weather

Oth\lde Quang tri, an Ameri-
can ammunition dump blew up
from unknown causes thls
morning, ‘with the loss of Q0
tons of artillery shells and tesr

gas canisters. Explosions were}

reporied to have continued for
several hours.

Far to the south, South Viet-
namcse troops operating in
Cambodia reportedly repulsed:
two North Vietnamese attacks
on their posilions near the
town of Suong with the aid of
artillery  and  air
command spokesman said that’

had 'wiked “Thaitand for mors
troops to shore up the battered
defenses . of
backed base at Long Tieng,
near the Plaine des Jorres,
The informants said thal
1,600 Thai troops had arrived
at Long Tieng abfmd "‘United
States tlrﬂSpOI‘t plancs to rein-
force. Thai artillery groups and

a secwity company- already
there.
According to the . Laotian

sources, the request for Thai
troops is being handled through
the Ameuccn Central Intelli
gence Agency, which has uscd
the Long Tieng base to monito:
Hanoi COlnﬂlUUICdUOHS and ta
direct its efforts throughouf
Laos. N :

strikes. A -

the attackers left” behind 116!,

dead. He said that the SQuth!
Vietnamese losses. in the two
actions were thiree killed and

25 wounded. N

Reinforcements So"u;jh'é T

The Washinston Star A
VI}LNTIA\TE, Laos, Feb. 18—
Laotian military sources report-!
ed today that the United States

the American. -

I
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- Of Americans in Combat

7 By TAMMY ARBUCKELE
o Spacial to The Slar™ ~ :
. VIENTIANE, - Laos — The
United States has an important
~command role as” well as a
. ground combat role in Laos, Lao
military and other wellt-informed

- sources say. '
Lao military sources from the
rank of general in Vientiane
- doyn to captains and majors say
" it -is Ceatral Intelligence Agency
Miﬁcials who command in the
- Long Chieng second military re-
gion headquarters 75 miles north
-of here. The Long Chicng com-
;mander Is the station chief of
the agency, these sources say.
~The chain of command goes

.-~ back to Udorn in northeast Thai-

. land. o :

“It’s the Americans who give

. " -the. orders,” a high-ranking Lao

insists. Udorn is informed of
events in the second miflitary re-
ion before army headquartevs

“In Vientiane, Lao sources say.

Meo Gen. Vang Pao is there to
“lead the MMeo tribesmen but
. Americans give the dircctions,

Lao military men say. The

American ground role is small,

limited to' less than 200 men
throughout Laos. Their role is
principally advisory but these
" Americans are in combat. Meos
- eall them “commando leaders,”
and say they have been based at

+ Pakkao near Long Cheng.

« o Laotians who visited the area
show pictures of Americans in
_camouflage fatigues carrying
‘weapons, These Americans lead

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6
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TN tan, i 3 o Svith bolh South Vietnamese and
small teams t? gather intelli-y o4 special guerrilla units,
gence in Hanoi’s rear or fo de- ; The Laos ground operation un-
stroy parts of the North Viet- der, CIA acgis is deseribed as
namese communications and Bseful by U.S. sources. They say
. BRI , . .
command systera in North Laos.' £¥0 divisions of North Vietnam
These teams have bee e £55 have ‘been tied down by the
ese teams have becn partici- yy's - teams -in_northern Laos at
larly successful with American, the expense of a few American
participation along Route 7 be-ilives, though there have been

{ween the North Vietnam border high Meo tribe losses. (It's a
- ‘sort of early Vietnamization

and the Plain of Jars. The‘typcprogralﬂ,” sources said.

o oy
mericans rned are milit .
Americans concerned are m’}} .. Unfortunately with renewed,

tary men paid by the CIA. . i .
In.addition Lactians from the Hanol pressure and high losses

.0 : i w backfiri
ot mitlary regon Toprt e SShEE Bl DR
Americans arrive for special & y
missions of sabotage then depart
from Laos immediately after the
missions are accomplished,
These groups which are believed
to belong to the U.S: Air Force
commandos flying from Nakhon
Phanom in northeast Thailand
land at the airstrip near Long

ne tichily vuearde 7 ) R ;
Cheng _E'*’,“dy_Pual?Cd I,jy, Ieos Cheng. The fact thal Americans
Americans killed in ground ac- y .
tion in Laos are put in the South- SPTRANC at Long Cheng means,
S Y bt 1 the United States” will get the,
cast Asia death totals and do not T riar
: H b 9% blame for any major North Viet-
appear in Saigon briefing fig- namese vietory there ;
ures. Americans say over 30 TRLlES VICON S
Americans killed in North Lacs ;A desperate ‘Central Intelli-
fall into this combat category.  gence Agency free from press
Well;mformed_ . sources say surveillance in its military oper-
- o ~ I} ] -
over £) Americans have been giions in north Laos,” some
killed in clandestine eperations !
against the Ho Chi Minh Trail in

angry at not getting Lao rein-
forcements, allegedly told the
Lao, “Don’t think my people arc
going to stay and die for the
Americans.” This threat led to
Ametican commanders calling
for Thal troops to reinforce Long

cring but harassment. These;to fetain the Leng Cheng head-
U.S. ground operations in Laos quatters and the agency’s opera-

in the trail area are coutinuing tional capability in northern

.

they are tired of dying for the
Americans. Frantic Vang Pao, -

sources believe, could well suck]

south Laos. These operations in- the United States into deepery i
clude not only intelligence gath- involvement there in an attempt!’

*e




5T

Approved For Release 20&1@01_321_%4 -ﬁlA RDP80 0
19
STATINTL

/ . . iiAmong Americans wounded in
T ' ‘oundays sapper attack against the
base .of Long Cheng in nor thern
Laps was a alound emplo;,e of Alr
Arueuca w ho was "slightly wound-
cd " Previous pnofflcml reports said
thé man worked for the Central In- /
telligence Agency instead of the
tlanspolt company that has been
omxabnrx on contract in Laos to the
S government for nigrs than a de-
cgcxe accmdmg to the LJ Lmba sy
in Vlentmne :
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“The popular lmple slon of
CIA men in Southeast Asia is
of leanfaced  Jamey }aouds

s {tatking in wuispels to Indo-i;
: chmese Deautits in amﬂy bars

or of bearded guerrilla experts

“Jdirecting Meo tr Jbesmen in fhe

: Leotlan Jundlcs

=N ,Tho res 1Mc\,oy, mmc oft“n
4is ~a rumpled civil sprvant
-dgoing to lard, who worries
‘l1about when  his refrigerator

|will . arrive, from the Siates
fand pIays bmdo on Tuesday
nights. . e rn

Phis is the. umomamm pm-
1ture that emerges from an in-
struction sheet handed to CIA
pllots leaving for Udorn, Thai-

- ;land.‘ The CIA uscs a front

-called ‘Alr "America to fly mis-
siong.out of Udczrn ove1 Indo
: chmz' A

Instead of pleasm» cvamde

| eruits, " the sfateside briefer

- slips them 2 bus schedu]o for
{CIA"  personnel

between
Udorn’s . CIA  compound,

schools and banks.

S MA bov'hng alley in Udorn
has league.bowling,” the CIA
confides -to . its pilot-agents,
Their wives are. given such
hush-hush. CIA tips as “water
should be boiled three to five
{minutes prior to drinking, but
it - Is "safe for cooking and
washing dishes of it is brought
to the boiling point.” .

" The  cloak-and-dagger boys

’

sulcide capsules upon new re.|’

jare told they will have a su-

H@E; 15

0
H
Yy

3

"'pmm'uket smmrmnd' poo‘,
: flee momés th “C‘lub henaez

vous” (which noubleu _as a
_chap_el on Sundays) aud bingo|.
 Muesday : and . Saturday

mm “Thé  CIA T bars™ are
called The Pub'and the Wagon

" Wheel zmd shut down tnnd

mﬁht N

The same’ humdrum hfe
style can be' found at’ such
CIA “outposts as Vientiane,
Laos, where CIA men 'usually
live with their. families in vil-
las and dine at the town's feiw
l‘rench restaurarits.

One lonely CIA flier, who

had left.his faraily in Ilolida, :

worried about. their .safety
after reading .about racial
demeonstrations at-home., “I'm
going to bring them out here
where it’s safe,” he confided
solemnly fo iy aesocmt\. Les
Whitten'in V1ex1t1ane Iﬂst sum-
mer.

But it the CIA living cond1
tions, - ave vm*age suburbia,
sorce of the missions arc dan-
gerous. The CIA pilots ﬂy sup-
plies 1o = ClA-backed Meo
tribesmen In Laos hinterlands.
There are also moré hazard-
ous missions, such- as flights
along the Red Chinese border
and ammo deliveries fo tiuny

airstiips  in . Commumstm

fested country. ... : ;,...
Tootnote: Much of the re-
cruiting for CIA pilots is done
out of a modern, gold-carpeted
office in downtown Washing-
ton with “Air America” on the

glass doors. One of my report-|

: .{- '
,@ﬁ§[~
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ezs posing as ‘a pﬂot was m-
terviewed by H. H. Da vso‘n a
beefy man in shirt cleeves. IIe
said prospeety were dim rl"ht‘
now, hecauss the nurbér of
flxed-winc' pilats had been cut
baclk from 600 to 260,

“Dawson sald the basic pay isi
$2? 63 an hour for captains,

3 $13 93 for first officers, w1.th

banuses for <pecwl “pr o;ects

A top CIA pilot can make as
riuch 25 $100,600 a year flying
high hazard missions. In addi-
tion, station allowances run
$320 a month at Salgon, $215
at Udorn and c'330 111 antx-
ane.
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v R RIERRE br, G Y ) g E”B Frgex aborder with Laos.. . . S
W . ASy. Bk < iy . )
ok o %’ ‘EHLQ iy ‘CE = il - ghe US. request for ‘Thai
~ -troops followed the L:ao generals
) refusal to give Gen. Vang Pao,
3, leader of the Meo tribal forces,

)

L

' ' 1" at Long Cheng, large scale rein-

a-
s

3

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

aware of the Hdet?.ﬂs of Thai- forcements he asked.
+-' gpeclefl to The Star

land’s military Involvement in} P . anal
TN, Ty Ui Laes. S L Veng et Lot troops
. .+.ed States has asked the Thiland If large numbers of troops| ang ‘two commando battélioés
" government for more troops to| WeLe sent, all members of thel {0 the Laotians. R
=< shore up the battercd defcnses That cabinet would have to be : s o
" iof the U.S.controlled base at informed. - . . . Informied Lao military soutces
"~ Long Che ng,‘  formed Lao mili- The Laos say the_-rgqnest tor Say Vang Pao came to \{muu)ane
tary sources said today. - Thai troops is being handled and asked ffor r‘é‘“f‘)lffmfts;
1" Som’ 1,600 Thai troops already trough - the CI4 which has used but W‘I‘S re usedPy otthl‘-r‘ a0,
S ipave aridved in Long Caeng, 75 the Long Cheng base to monitor generas. Vang 301 en saw
227 Ifniles north of here, flown to the| Hanol communications and di- PEEMICE Souvanna Phouma, t¢-
~+ Teurrounded. base on U.S. C123 rect its efforts throughout Lgos. sulting in the trickle ofLao rein-
Cbreans T 8. C128} "o “Americans are reiuctant . forcements sent to Long Chene.
to call for any large U.S. units | Vang Pao has thredtened to
because of possible anger 'in pull his Meo tribesmen out of
the U.S. Congress and because |Long Cheng ard out of the fight-
of possible repercussions from ing. T

S :transports, the sources said.

27 These forces are to reinforce
-77sthe Thal attillery group and

: . “Thai security company already

3" Tis holding back on sending any

5. - 'sofar north, . .

~+ “~~at the U.S. Central Intelligence
. VAgencybase. -t

.- 7 According to the Lao inform-,
. ants, the Thailand government|

_.more large scale reinforcements

" They don't want Thailand in-
“volved more deeply in the Lao
fighting, the souvces said. ’ '

_* The Lao military informants
say thaf, to date, only the high-
‘est ranking Thai leaders are

.
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The U.S. policy of seerecyin
Laos has becorng so confusing
Jthat even the Laos are unsuré
what is going on, they say.”" -

The Lao mifitary said some
Thai troops, working for the
‘1C1a, were arvested when they
ctered Vientane with weap-
ons because Lao officials had
no knowledge of who they were.

The U.S. press corps here is
not allowed abeard U.S. aircraft,
1the only means of reaching Long

Cheng, to see how deeply the
" | United States s involved. 4
*1” The Embassy’s -stated redson
is that thie CIA operating there
must retain secrecy. R
: Instead off gathering intelli-

- { gence, however, the agency re-
portedly is running a war with
its town American employes in
ground combat‘roles. '

Lao military spokesman Gen.:
Thongpunh Knoksy said today
some fighting continues in the
Long Cheng area. .

North Victnamese forces pene-
trated to within 3,000 yards of
the airstrip but ran into a Meo
(am_bush. e T T
A North Vietnamese light ar-

‘tillery piece was captured, indi-

-eating Hanol troops planued an-
*lother shelling similar fo the at- -

“tack -which burned American in-
istallations Sunday, wounding an

{American. Ty

;
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" 5 More US,

Lost in Fight for Laos

“"SAIGON (UPI) — Communist

gunners “today shot down five

more U.S. helicopters in fighting

in Laos and across the border in

South Vietnam, where fighting

subsided around the encircled
* American Fire Base Scotch.

American milifary spokesmen
did not give the locations where
three helicopter gunships were
shot down in Laos but said two
crewmen were wounded. Two
others were shot up in Quang Tri
Province across the border but
managed to land with fwo crew-
men wounded.

Unofficial figures showed at
{least 19 American helicopters
have been destroyed in support;
of the South Vietnamese cam-
:|paign in’ Laos in the past 11
days. U.S. casualties in the sup-
port role were 31 Kkilled, 79
wounded and six missing in ac-
tion. The casualties do not in-
clude GIs wounded in Commu-
nist shelling attacks, military
spokesmen said. .
+.- Military spokesmen said South
Vietnamese ferces killed 25 Viet

ey
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Copters

South Vietnamese spokesmen
said the 16,000-man government
force which swept into Laos 11|
days ago was meeting only occa-
sional resistance and had killed
25 Viet Cong and North Vietnam-
ese near the town of Lao Bao.

American spokesman said to-
day 51 GIs were killed in the
war last week, which included
the first six days of the Laotian
campaign, It was more than
double the 24 killed the previous
week. Military spokesmen said
six more GIs killed in helicopter
crashes were yet to be added to
last weck’s toll.

Military spokesmen said South
Vietnamese forces operating on
Highway 7 more than 60 miles
northeast of Phnom Penh killed
at least 116 Communist troops
today in two major actions. The
spokesmen said 1,600 South Viet-
namese troops had launched a
new operation 75 miles south of
Phnom Penh, bringing to 23,000
the number of Saigon govern-
ment troops in Cambodia.

Cong and North Vietnamese
troops at dusk yesterday in Laos
and were -meeting only sporadie
resistance in the drive,

The U.S. command reported
the "loss of an Air Force F4
Phantom jet in the lower pan-|
handle of Laos Tuesday. It was
the 1Q0th U.S. plane lost over
Laos since last March 10, Both
crewmen were missing.

U.S. spokesmen gave few de-
tails of the situation near Fire
Base Scofch, 10 miles from the
Laotian border, other than to
say the fighting had subsided.}!
Reports earlier said more than a
company of reinforcements had
been rushed to the battleground
to the aid of an outnumbered
platoen of GIs fighting a rein-
forced company of Comniunist
troops -attacking from all sides.

i
t

1

l
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In northern Laos, government
sources said 1,600 Thai volun-
teers were being airlifted to
Long Cheng, Central Intelligenc
Agency base that has heen un?
der intense Communist pressure
for weeks, o,

Communiques from Phnom
Penh said an American muni-
tions expert was killed today
when he picked up a bomb left
over from the Viet Cong attack
on the airport Jan. 22. .

Fighting at Rockpile

Fighting broke out Tuesday
night and raged on yesterday
and today at the position west of
the stone escarpment GIs call
“The Rockpile” a mile southeast
of Fire Support Base Scotch. Al
lied jets flew continuous air
strikes despite bad weather.

Details on the fighting near
the Laotian border were sketchy
but the patoon belonged to the

{941CTA-RDP80-01601R00

-

1st brigade of the U.S. 5th Divi-
sion, one of the American units
supporting the South Vietnamese
campaign in Laos.

The fighting was part of in-
creasingly heavy action in jun-
gles near the newly activated
U.S. airstrip at Khe Sanh, head-
quarters of the 9,000-man Ameri-
can task force supporting the
Saigon government troops
across the border.

Government sources in Vienti-
ane far to the north of the Lao-
tian border campaign said the
Thai volunteers were being
brought to Long Cheng, head-
quarters of the Meo tribal mer-
cenaries trained by the CIA to
bolster the defense of the camp.'

Curfew in Vientiane

It was not immediately clear
‘hether the volunteers were

/;egular troops provided by the

government of Thailand or Thai
mercenaries trained by the CIA.
Long Cheng, 80 miles north of
Vientiane, was surrounded by
Communist forces. In Vientiane,
authorities imposed a 1 am,
curfew and put the airport and
military installations off limits
to civilians after dark,

At Quang Tri, near the Lao-
tian border, UPI Correspondent
Robert E. Sullivan reported al
series of explosions rocked an
ammunition dump at the rear
support base for the allied Lao-
tian campaign. . '

U.S. officers attributed the
blasts and the fire that followed
to a leak of highly combustible
white phosphorous which
touched off rifle grenades, kx-

plosions went on fo- hours.
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By George W. ..sl'.‘. rorin

B Staff correspondent of -
“w o TheChristicn .Sucnce Monitor
i L Wasiﬁngton

Hope for South Vietnam, Fears for Cam-

bodia’s government. Probleras for Prmcc
‘Sottvanna Phouma in Laos,

And the possxb‘hvy,-m least, of mum,
Chinese-Communist involvement in ﬁm<‘>s tga
counter the South Vietnamese inc
United States air su_‘)po_rtJ .

* Analysts here malke these four points as
they tryto nscertain whaL 1' s ahead in the
iIndo-Chinese fighting,

If all goes '."eh in the Laos incursion—and
officials emphasize the “if’—
‘Vietnam will have made & major step to-
ward coping militarily with its North Viet-
namese enermy. . N
* As scurces here see it, the latest en-
deavor ‘makes a great deal of sense for the
South- Vxema mese, who, given their heavy

merican back‘ng, lh ve very little to
lose ‘and much to gain in. a mmtary scase..

rs, as the administration ..no.\h\,

1

o

+ The Bmeri
have much mo**z. to lose—-at homc not in
V;ema‘*n nor L .

Hz-m rai

Ty If tne Somn Vio[namcse are dble to.cut
the supply lmc briefly and disrupt the flow

—as they now elaim to have done—the Noxth
.Vietnamese will be hindered subs stantially.
This will be even more t true if tbc South Vltt-
namese continue to do.the
thing from time to time m_Laos as the
need arises,

There is a possibility the
may help the North Viet
ing and guc.rd.,ur the ira]
opcrations in Laos are over,

at the Red Chinese
iamesce in rebuild-
‘zil once the present

‘0 be of rela-

Tha opcranons~are expecied
tivoly short dure ation, and the Hanoi leader-
ship will be determiniaz in the interim what
decfreus and types of Crinese help it would
like.

Some sources say they would not be sur-

" prised if the Chinese were to er {o share

the burden of operating the H Chi Mirh
Trau. The Chinese are already operating
in Laos in a road they have built through
_the northern scetions. .

7 Chinése  involvemsznt coul complicate
maiters further, and there is no certainty -

Yo

what the American response would be. The
Americans have generally kept their air-
" eraft clear of the Chinese ope:at'o*:s in the:
nortl;, and the r.oyal Lao Air Force has
been powerless to do anyihing,

The ailment of Gen. Lon Mol in Cambodia
has caused a great deal of concern here.
Ofiicials are hopeful, but by no means san-
guine, that the present gove ent can
continue to draw the degree df support from

-
Iham

then South’

~opened o rebuile

ame sort of

- Lam, said his forccs were

”l’f\"’\-‘
CATLEN 3 N

i) C)"‘

O’fu

1,.

/(5 [ [,’ ﬁ )& /f
D L,u g \./]u
the Ca ml odian, people that 3t enjoyed under
Gen. Loa Nol. While he apocxremlv_ is not
.the charismatic sort of leader who attracts.
Cwidespread support by his personahty, Cen.
Loa Nol proved a corapetent figure, udcpt
at holding things logcther. s .

If the revamped leader .i'o enjo_/_, sup-
port and proves competent, then the depart-
,.xure of Gen. Loxn Nol as active head of gov-
grnment should not prove a decxsive turn
hoF events. But o’*xcms here are aware of

rsion anceithe possibilities of infighting among the

sprovinees, with revitalized ‘war lords sup-
planting 'C"l"‘ authorily of the tentral gov-

ernraent. -mls breaking apart would be
made easier if the Carabodizn Army begen
losing direclion.
Tne result then could be new oppoz‘tunities
for the Communists {o exploit the strife in
Cambodia, Additien ah_/, the way could be
Hing the supply network i
Cambodia. . .
All of this is very rauch in the fulure,
sources agree, There scems to be a gooc7

bo)
ad

-
i,

chance now for thc war {o go very rauch in
Ii the L2o '!*;d Ca*’(‘uOdul}'} governments
can hang c¢a, and the Vietnamese are able,
acking
strikes across the.b :ue., the strategic situ-’
ation for tne south may be ITupIC\'O..l ire-
Success in Lzos would not pIOVlQ\_ a final
solutien for the Saizon gov*xvn.., ni. Buf it
s 5 1 3t
on the economy, -dedication to an. nonest
: Ty 1Y Fama v e o ents
elaction this fall, and other improvements

avor of the allie
2 . A R
with Z 1o reep up their d's.‘uphve
mendously.
) rAple
wov Id heln. That, coupled with more work
could - help make Saigon more thg master

of its own {fate, ., SR -
: Linalod .

Flow reported blecked

Meanwhile, ilit ary securces -in Saigon
claimed Feb. 1 :'aat South * Vietnamese
foreces had succeeded in cutting the Ho Chi
Minh Trail and blocking the flow of supplies
to Communist forces in the santh,

South Victnamese commander of the

- . . . <7 n e 7y e
areund operation, Lt.” Gen. Hoang Zuan

almine
key sections of the trail, ratter thaa
ing toward road junctions at Sepone.

The South Vietnamese claim i
- are c\v°nc, g at a slov»

stop to sea
tney enuountm.

[L.ao Government 1etmoxceme..ts mo
nto the northemn ué‘lb_ of Long Cheng, id
as a U.S. Central Intelligence :‘.:f:“cy
(CIA) center of o')fnuions, where U.S-

aistalzenly bofabed and kiled up 'to
ogovermment troops during a r"~"'3 by
1 Vietsar 1ese ;é='ccs Reu enorted.
a6 Defence Minister Sisouk I\'a Cham-
ak said the government intendad to
on to the embatiled v'all,oy-bau cccu-
by Cen.
nad

push-

or

et
o
wi

[l

Vang Paos's nu.'.cn-
: my of Meo Hill tribe

(SRS
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SAN FRANCISCO,
CHRONICLL :

(,AL : »

CRANT and Tee both dr«m.,;; 1

o ‘?TF’:;:-_ P ies,
and employed them sparingly, when all. Both

dq»loxcd warfave, but since their cun_cw 3CES Ve

- quired it, they 1116(1 to l\oop it straight, devoid of

frifls cmfid@lw jons. .

. The present Trass in the Penlagon manifestly
dotes on frills ‘and delusions. But
it doesn’t make for successiul
genmals
¥ The. failure in thnam has to
b“ laid at the door of the gener-.
*als, since thn three. Pres dcnta
xmo commmanded them mcdw N0
prete nee of militarylove

. Fivst the gendy L w*rn deluded
thqt withh modern maching was- RS
“fare they could zap <he guerrilla warlare G Lts oW’
Jungle, ferpain. This ravelad oul in threz delusory
‘years, and illz generals were whipped out of ihch’
‘boots at Tet. Then tncy co,mnccu tnwmoek ezandz
President thot massive ehrpower, about equel to that-
used against the G*‘rrmn\,wouh h-kd it. It didn’t,

\Iﬂam"ml,,, the gencrals. had for years boen.

flirting with spies da rtm(“ 'xbout hke moths n the
Indocluna teilight. _ : o
- - IR S 3 , S
“* \ HAD BEADY tohand 2 D‘V outﬁt the Cf.‘i*u
t) al Intelligence Agency. ' :
“ It was founded in Switzerland in the biz war,

R

-military when they csns but CIA is on‘ 5 bod

m:wéa@m”&b&mﬁ

©omess

I‘sl\é)m.xﬂ the ﬂlpcch-'(f takle of |
orsfanuatw‘l of UA you can see 110\"11: { e
tions in Asia, \

. The 1'0/1011L1 manzgers of im younz espionage
'W"i'f ards build & na uve‘mmhc group to move on the |
“enemy,” C‘ommum.J ov trmal 10 Ccounior ensiy
plans and action. They enlist the help of i‘iu}obdl
ody of

\V%‘hmﬂlon detectives, untrained in stretezy and
tactics, but this doom St stay their meddling. The re-
sult s nil, or furiously han nful fomentation, ag aiiy
sensible ariny colonel w uh a gritly w ar to flgnt.mtn__
- Gls, will copeede. -
A UPI digpateh Dom Saizon },Cstm day “MIB-
fary sources today rep ,)Y‘U‘J the arrival of 3000 Loa-
tian, hill ribesmen, led by American Cenfral Inteli-
gence. agents, 10 hd rass \’m’th Viet nam ‘n mpk in i‘no
To Chi AMinh T'rail complex.” _
\ow there is & Ei-ul-“tllllﬂg harassment body it
vou ever heard of one. Half of them will zo over to’
(or back to). the “cuemy” at the dvop of a cizavetls
package. How would & CTA hattalion leadsr lnow
what 16 do 1o cloze down a supply trail? Thed a
the f*m' fighting owr wer, e\hxcaunn us fmm o‘n'
57 LeL’: not be silly. -
But it’s impressive in the vast CTA hwc i,
Washinston, and itinust-be m*pru;;-we in the Penta-
gon. Is it unplc::L ve 1o you, oF to'your hmamucmw’
around out thm 27 J\f“t lf vou ”l\\. it a mumvnt nf
thoughi,. ' :

St

beivirv 17,1971 L

e A R N e e e

and it worked out fairly well, as olr spies d_uh Wity

‘peoples like our own. So the CIA becarne a vested
‘empire- which survived and grew great in the Cold
War. ‘ - e
' But when its okvratmx shifted from Europe to
Asia, it pulled a series of goofs you wouldn't bemu

The source of the goofs is plain: CTA was dealing
Mith Asiatics, who Qonttl11x1k s we do, and who had:
‘ample reason to distvust the Man from the West,
who had been swindling them, “and Lhtll fa thﬂrb and
glanutatheu ror celiturics. .

X kK ' B
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Hit Sites
In North

Cdasial A’ﬁ;ack

Is Deepest

In 3 Days

From News Dispatches ‘

SAIGON, Feb. (Wed-
" nesday)—American fighter-
bombers attacked surface-
to-air missile sites 160 miles
south of Hanoi yesterday,

the U.S. Command an-
nounced. It was the deepest
penetration of North Vietna-
mese territory in three sue-
cessive days of strikes against
enémy SAMs.
Headquarters  said

. that (wo Navy A-6 Intruders
‘escorting an unarmed recon-
naissance jot fired Shrike mis-
siles al enemy radar positions
six- miles north-northeast. of
Vinh, a coastal city 119 miles
north of "the Demilitarized
Zone.

The commanq said rebults
were not known.

Strikes on the previous two
days were against SAM siles
near the Laos-Vietnam border
to prolect B-52 bombers on

_company-size units of 100 {o

, - armored column
{oday .

ayrY
L). f -..-

&S

command reported a gam of
little more than a mile in the
past three days.

Many of the enemy attacks
were aimed at the 9,600 US..
troops on the South Vietnam-
ese side of the border in the
northern secctor of the coun-
try. Two ambushes and two
ground atltacks Monday and
Tuesday killed nine ‘Ameri-
cans and wounded 12.

Although enemy resistance
has been reported on a small
scale involving no larger than

200 troops so far, il has been
steady. There have been in-
creased rockel and mortar at-
tacks on allied bases both in
the northwestern™ part of
South Vietnam and across the'
border in Laos.

. In a smnhu eastun Cam-
bodia drive azainst North Viet-
namese base camps and sane-
tuariecs, Saigon headquarters
reported sharp fighting.
Spokesmen said South Viet-
nainese Rangers and an
backed by
artitlery and U.S. air strikes
killed 41 North Vietnamese
Tuesday near the Chup rubber
plantation. South Vietnamese
losses were puf at five killed .
and 10 wounded.

The Saigon command-claims
986 North Vietnamese troops
killed in the Cambodian op-
cration, which has been under
way two weeks by 20,000 gov-
ernment troops. It c'lCATIO\Vl-
edged losses of 110 dead and
422 wounded.

In South Vietnam’s DMekong
Delta, a Navy rivercraft was
destroyed by a mine and an
enem ymortar attack, the U.S.
Command said. Tluec Ameri-

forays against enemy supplys cans were reported killed and

routes in Laos, in support of
the South Victnamesé ground
thrust into the southern p'nt
of that country. Yesterday's

strike was the breadth of
‘North Vietnam away from thc

Laotian b01du !
- Hours before the new at-
tacks, U.S. military officials
announced the possibility of
more .strikes against SAM
sites to guard the 13-52s on
their raids against mountain
sunply passcs. .
Yesterday’s atlacks were
the 13th and 14th “protective
reaction” strikes inside North
Vietnam reported by the U.5.
" Command this year —. more
{han were repor ted dul ing all
of last year. ‘ _
Bad weather and increascd
North  Vietnamese  attacks
have slowed the South Viet-

| report

©U.S.

two wounded.

Meanwhile, an unconfirmed
quoted military sources
Tuesday that -a

as savmfr

. force of about 3,000 Laotian

mercenaries trained by the
Central  Intelligenc
Agency had moved into posi-
tion to counter a huildup near
Sepone, 27 miles west of the

/|

"branches of the

i POSE

;. STATINTL
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four Communist battalions to- |
taling 2,400 troops had entered
an area 40 miles west of Se-
pone.

| At the same time, Laos gov-
rernment forees reinforced the
town of ‘Long Cheng, head-
guarters for the ClA and Meov
tribesmen in northern Laos,
also  under pressure flOlI’l
North Vietnamese forces.

American pilots flying sup-
port of South Vietnamese
troops in Leos told a UPI cor-
respondent at Khesnah Tues-
{day that the Commupnists are
pudmfr up heavy antiaircraft
fire in defense of the o Chi
Minh Trail.

“The choppers are 1cu.1vmﬂ
the heaviest fire we've over
c.xpouoncul in Southeast
Asia,” said L4, Cal. R. 1. Moli-
110111 commander of the 2d
Squadron of the 17th Air Cav-
alvy.

Pilots in s squadron said
that more than 300 U.S. heli-
copters of all types are in-*
volved in the Laotian cam-
paign and that 10 per cont
have been destroyed or dam-
aged since Jan. 30, ‘

Military sources estimated®

that the Communists have
more¢ than 2,000 antiaircraft
guns.  guarding the various

trail in cast-
ern Laos )

The sliffening encmy resist
ance, deadly North Vietnam-
ese ‘mtmucr“ft fire, and the
heavy drizzle and fo” that
|forecasters gay may continue
for the next week seem to in-
dicate that the operation has
bogged down “for the time
being.

South Vietnamese military
Imadquartels said the advance
is slow because the 11 ,000
troops inside Laos arc fmdmg
80 many. munitions and food
stockpiles, which require
them to stop and scarch. In-
ventories of caches as given
gut by headquarters in Saigon
cem lo be higher than what
field ob:crvels have noted.

South Vietnamesc headquar-
ters said the foremost of three
columns pushing along High.
way 9 and on both sides of the
highway was 14 nules inside

Laos-South Vietnam border
and a key objective of thel
South Vietnainese incm‘sion
into Laos.

A Loatian rmhtaly spolkes-
man, Gen. Thongphan
Knocksy, said in Vientiane
that a force of 16 North Viet-
namese and Pathet Lao guer-
rilla battalions totaling 9,600
men was believed {0 be in the
arca of Lao Ngam, 75 miles
south of Sepone, and 35 miles
northeast of the Iaotian
southern military headguar-
ters at Paksc,

namese advanAe puﬁ_('). 6%181%

Laos.

Lt. Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam,
commander of the drive, qcud
some - reconnaissance hoops
were at Sepone. He gave no.
indication why the reconnaiss-
ance troops were'there, but’
other Soulh Vietnamese offi-
cers have said their enginecrs
will fry to rebuild the airfield
in the. deserted town to use as
a base of operations for
decper penetrations along the
IIo Chl I\Imh Trail.

lgxqp 1 Qggx‘eln'lgsc {roops

have cut some segments of the
trail, but there still appeared
to be pleniy of room for the
North ¥ietnamese 1io move
men and supplies along the
't ail, a series of paths, dirt

‘oads and river crossings that

SLlE(.Ch at least three miles
wide and more than 203 miles
long., Some sources hdve ¢sti-
mated it would take 50,000 to:
75,000 troops to completely cut
the trail.

Military sources said the op-
eration had not made as much
progress as anticipaled. South
Vietnamcese headquarters
claimed that 487 North Viet-
namese troops have been
kilted and tons of munitions

seized compared to gov em-
ment losses of 71 dead and 2
wounded.

The U.S. Command sald that
in the cight days before yes-
terday American helicopters
had f{lown 5,600 m’ssions in-,
side Laos, -including gunship,
resupply, troop lift, “medical
cvacuation and command and
icontrol missions,

The South Vietnamesce air
force has only about 10 of its
own llclwoptela flying resup-
‘ply missions. The South Viet-
inamese ground force cannot
move very far without the
American air criada tocover

t, resupp’y it ant evacuote its -
wounded.

S. Viets Suggesting ;

Asia Site for Talls |
From News Dispatches '

l South Vletndm \\111 sumcst'

at the Vietmam pnacc talks in
Paris on Thursdoy that the
site of the meetings be moved
lo ~ Sountheast Asia, Foreign
Minister Tran Van Lam said
in Saigon yesterday.

Lam was quoted by the om-
clal Vietmam press agency as
warning the ¥rench govern-
ment that if it continued its
“unfair activities” South Viet-
nam might consider severing
dlplomatm rclations  with
Paris.

He was evidently referving
to concern expressed by mem.
bers of the French govern-
ment following South Viet-
nam’s move into Laos lasl

“week.

There were these other de-
velopments in Ilndochina vm
terday:

In Djakarta, Indonesia for-
eign  ministry sources said
Japan, Malaysia and Indonesia
will make a joint appeal to
Britain and the Soviet Union,
as co-chairmen of the 1962 Ge-

or Release é001IO3IO4 CIA RDP80- 01601R00@VP0901@004£6 Laos, to

(- Hmt 3.3«\».1 .L‘



. f '

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700010001-6

take immediate steps to re-
store peace there,
The pro-Communist Pathet |
Lao news agency. accused the
neutralist Laotjan government
|of Prince Souvanna Phouma
|of helping the United States
pand South Vietnam and dis-
‘torting the situation in 1,acs.i
Massive anti-American de
-onstrations in China spread to
Kunming, the nearest major
Chinese ¢ity to Laos, the New
.China News Agency reported.
“Some 300,000 protesters de- .
nounced  the  U.S.-backed
- South Vietnamese move into
"Lacs, it said.
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The

Tribel GUCIHHE{\ tr wmed [inanced. and led

by the United States Central Intelligence’
.-{gencx' {Cl1AY  are aiding the South
“Vietnamese in their drive into Laos,

according to well-informed sourees.

"The sources say more than two thousand of
these guerrillas. mogt of them Kha
tribesmen. were brought into areas
southwest of Sépone in southern Laos when
_the South Vietnanase began their invasion
. just over aweek ago.

. Many of the US. armed 1llT‘<.\mC|I are
nau\es of the Ho Chi Minh Trail area. They
. had recently beén harassing and interdicting
North Vietnamese supply lines near the Lao-
Cambodian horder. 'Then from Pakse. about
110 miles southwest of Sfpone. they moved
into the arca of the Ho Chi Minh Trail
between qe’pon and Muong Phine. located

" _about 20 miles sottlivest of Sépone.

Torassment ¢! arged

“The * sources . say~ the CIA-supported
guerillas, working in small teams, are being
used to harass North \’ic'n ese  rear
elements to the south cest of Sépone.

Sépone is at the center of a key North
Vietnamese b'a\e avea desigonated 601 and
appears to be one of the main targets of the
South Vietnamese treops now pushing into
Laos, Supply trails and roads oolonffmg to
-the Ho Cht Minh Trail complex converge in
- this arca, and rarge quantities of bdpphea are
transferred here for movement farther
south.

The CIA and the U.S. Aumv s Spoc1«1
Forces have recruitor I 1\.11'1 tribesmen as far
¢ back as seven years ago. The guenilla bands
are well armed and bl‘m)llcd hy helicopters.
© To lead them., the CIA freqvcml) employs
former U.S. Special Forces soldiers with
experience in Vietnam. :

Probes aided by Us.

Vietnamese sources say CIA and Special
Forces-lad guerrilla teams were involved m
holpmﬂ the South Vietnamese make probe
‘into southern Laos late last year m
'prcparahm for the big offensive into Laos
which stavted Feh. 8.7

Being at home in the meuntains of
ssouthern Laos, the Kha guerrilias are
capable of carrving out reconnaissance
missions and acting as guildes for
conventional units. '

Thus, an U.S. off nl: t there
no Amid RPI'Q)(G( OEL
inthe curront du\\_ into  Laos, theoy
stquou»I‘ wegiect  to mcntion‘ the iﬂhln

Samo‘n .

N OYras

SRR U
001/b5/645 E7A-RDP80-016¢

“groups ~ of Americans

who “have been
directing clando: oy

stine actlions there for years.
In Laos the ClA--rathey” than the regular
American  mililary- c’s{a’)llsl'n.ent—has
“played the main military mlc

!o.—]
LN

1 nbal foreos suppor

- It s the CIA which supports the
predominantly tribal forces of the Lao
Government  in  northern Laos, whosg*t:
- headquarters at Long Cheng is now coming
u"ldex heavy North anamnsc pressure,
ng Cheng hit the headlines again Sunday

“hen a US ,Jet fighter-bomber 2 ccxdentally
dropped a "bomb on gavernment troops,
killing 10 ard wounding ¢ 29 of them

Sorne sources éstimated that more than 300
CIA men, many of thein fermer Special

Forces soldiers, are. involved in Laos,
supplying and t;amma govcrnment-
guerrillas “and leading commando and "’

reconnaisance teams. ‘ o
In addition te the CIA rmen, other
Americans wifh militar v roles on the ground
in Laos are the more than 70 mlhtmy
atlaches working under the U.S. embassy-in
the Vientiane md the Army’s Spccml Forces
teams, which work prnmnly in the Ho.Chi.
Minh Trail arca. .
-There is nothlng new in all this, of course.
Sueh American involvement in Laos. goes
Dack a number of years '

.
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VIE\"lI-\\"'* - Laos —
government
Monday gave details of 2
[devastating North Vldra-
mese m!)pcr attack on
~Long Che1 in nmhe’m
Laos, comoowlc led by, an.
a,ccxdcntal American
bombing of the ClAa un

C o nsiderable  destruc-
.tion of buildings and sup-
plies resulted from the at-
tack Sunday morning,at
the base, which js used by
the Uniied States {o sup
port irregular fo‘cw
throughout nor thern Laos.

fhe aitack by an esti- 7
1

-.mated two companics of
sappers, ‘belonging to the
Norih Vielnamese 316th |

Division was rated by ob- |
gorvers here as the “miost
serious to date against
‘ Chenz, which has !
'boc*x under severe Com-
minist pressure for more
‘than a year. The HL\.(&CA\Cl
gol Lm‘oufh t defenze
pcumevu “and” ,1.cx1y oc-
“cupied “an artillery posi-
tlcm ingide the camp.

.Aside from ihe material
dcmmn achieved by the
attack, the most dcva\tgt-

Tlmas Stalt Wn or

“on American rice crops o
" keep them alive,

~of the aLi.u(.A\ al @

{ which sources here who

SOUEG and is’ operated f{rom e
have visited Long Chen" heaao uarters at Udorn in
tdeseribed as consisting ' n(‘l(fnboxmg Thailand.

Miwo 155-mm. aetill my The CLA equips and pays.
Ipicces ‘manncd hy Thai the Meo frregulars, and

mq.,c:rou may be felt in’

the duys aacdd as tensof
thouqaz‘aa of Meo tribes-

men w‘“o live in the area -

refugecs once
and scek safety
south, depending

_pllots of Air America, the

LUn. ALGNLE

o

L(‘ k B i:;

Lxah

wzly

STATFNTL

weie Ln cd an
ed and .government mili-
tary ca\uulu - weirg still
being tam.lmcn He said
the astackersileft 21 Dodies
on the Dattl&tu,lct and the
' defenders took one pris-
. - ~oner, a North Vielnamese.
Sisouk said that accord-
ing to the government's
information .no Americans

saia - were killed or wounded in
* the attack..Among Ameri-
cans normally working at
Long Cheng are a detach-
ment of ‘the Hequirement
..Oifice which runs the mili-
tary assisfin’c 5167{[&11 in
Laos. ’

The Long Cheng hase is

Woulld-

Unoffichl sources
30 pel\onb in the crowded
camp \\e,;c:wul‘cd by the
mmafxen Afherican bomb--
ing -and nrny were in-
juted, including ong””
American CIA employe.

Giving "C])Ol\,Clb details
a special
news conference \Iondc.
Lactian Dep. Defense Mi-

as the advance base for

nister. Sisouk Na Cham- SupPport opérations for
passak said the sappers thousands of irvegular for-
fired B-40 rocket- .6c3 T”\?«T\Y of- thera Meo
propel Hed QLC-AcClLb ‘tribesmen, fighting the'
The attackers hriefly oc- Communists in northern

Laos. The supporl is ihe

ied an artiilery position e
Yl responsmxhty { the CIA

“also presumably the Thai.
ertillerymen and other
thivd-country nhijonals
fighting in Laos. :
U.S. sources Here
that American ]Clc. noul
\/H*ammd calied in to help

soldiers in Laotian .
' forms.

11"‘ stdC nevs rll\o 1’\
vily .umagcc. 2 vice ware-
house aird -a buiiding con-
taining medical avparatus,
as. well as a hostel used by

uni-

heat off the attuck mis-
lh‘bed(tO‘Cl\/lllan al‘lllnc un- td‘\cnly d op n‘\l & St}‘:.\ 0.
der conlract to the US. pomhs amons the buiid-
government ta_ fly rice- ings inside the defensc
dropping —missions and p;umctm It was still dark -
11‘:1\0*1 lhsnt= at the time of the incident.

IS

Sx:.oulx said 10 Li\.’il:’l

Sisouk spid an investi-
.gation of the American
. bombing incident is under
©oway. :

.used by the United Siates

11

Tu
with




"« yuiming any lttle private war of thelr own. Nor has the Lacs wor |

Free
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forces at the Long Chang base in Laos Foresultant cog-
unltfos and matericl damage, the explosioilidso blew off
La 1ittle ymore cover from the supposedly secret CIA way in
_the jungle-covered mountains. o _ :
News dispatches from Vientiane, the Laotian capilal, degeribad
Jrong Cheng variously &s “ American headquarters” in Northern Laes
or as the operating base for assorted undercover aclivities- of the
Contral Tniclligence Ageney. - :
In view of the stepped-up fighting
in the Long Cheng area and the cela-

",

brated Plain of Jars, and the demestic Bowring Cover
{lap which has brought repeated White b

liouse denials that Amevican ground 504 \ 5 EC”I""
combat troops are invelved in the South HEd Ve ek b
Victnamese. invasion along Highway 9, ¢ s e .
" this-is as good a time ns any for a lit- Sucn g Ssorey

le further clarification. .
CIA Iircetor Richard Helns and his
. “spqoks” in the ficld have got considerable

aitention for their opera-
—tiens in Laos in the lask four or five years, b

it they have not been

n much of a secret to anybody.

- bee \
.- There eve about 100 CLA ag

agents in all of Laos. They includs
‘men who are experts in guerrilla
warfare, in sabotage, in counter-
jusurgency operalions, in sur-
vellance and in military iraining.
They. ave under the direct con-
trol of “he American ambassador
in Vientiane, and follow  orders
which are approved by the Na-
tjonal Securily Council in Wash~
ington.

Back in the 1861-62 period, the
CIA, as well as the Army’s Spe-
cial Forces — the Green Berels—

“surveillance and {raining opern-
{ions in support of the rovel gov-
ernment. Then, after the Gencva
agreement in 1062 creating the
troika ‘‘meutral” government in
Laos, the Americaus pulled out.
Some of the spocks may have
remained behind, We wouldn’t
kuow. Bus they would have been
very diffieult 10 hide in the Lao-
tian population, for the Ameri-
cans have dificrent colored faces
and they arve, as 2 1ule, a foot
or more talier than the Laotian
people. : :
. ) . But & year later, when it
obvious that the North Vielnzinege neither had pulled out nor
any inltention of pulling out their thousands of regular troops,
Tighting was coniinuing, Vientiane again asked American help.
CIA returned, in small numbers.

While other agencies of the U, 8. government ave charged with
monitoring foreign brondeasts and code-breaking, and while these
electronic intelligence duties, of enormous extent and cost, are on &
global bosis, the CTA does handle local, specific radio interception

Vwag
had
and
Tha

range of

rangs Hanol and the North Vietnamese armed forces in the
outh, : ’

.

“Washington, Feb., 15~When an Ameviean aireraft
through error of some sort dumped bombs on friendly

were active in Laos, engaged in-

Jobs. ‘Such work vrould be done in, Lzos, within easy radio listening .
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TG AP eNG
v thewyerrs, the CTA has csiabli X 't rapiort
Cwill: the Meo tribezimen, the peor hill farsiers who didoe got along
by . . 1 : Tt - e, R N
very well anyhiow with the fletlonders in the cldes ond ere bt

royal threne,
There were,

snd ave, Mtile pockels of the deo pe g
! them rice, and supp!
N

with weapons and trajuing. T
Alying compay which, eontrayys
unit but a commercial compan
Amcrican Embassy uses Alr Ames
_contract ’ -

sad so dacs ATD,

_ The Meo proved to Le :::ceﬂen"u('fip;‘n’c-:‘:'s; thoy lan!
Nerth smeso noy thelr Pailiet Lao (Facs Communis
ciates, snd the tribzsmen v AL wb horassment on
diction, oo L :

Some ve aleng the Hne, Uh inte Vang
clief vwho ;@ Joadar of remwkable ability, vhe reii
peopie ciound his banner and withea relatively m

 American supplies turned hiz meninto a tough little
Pao, a patriot, got to bc se good at his fighting job that
Loatian governmens finally comnmis ionod hivn a general and m
him the commander of the region avound the Plain off Jurs.

Long Cheng was sclected by Vang Pao as his major base savey
years ago, and be had CIA. communications experts and advisers a
hand. Bu: about a year ago, ke decidéd Lo decentr
his troops and scattered thgm arouitd dnnumber of
Long Cheng lost its pre-cminence. » -

He's Got Galy 6 Fevy Thousand Lien
diate army consists of about 3,000 to 8,600
soveral thousarfd more in a pinch.

The Meo Tribesmen have raised a lot of hell with the Novth
Vietnamese over the last couple of years in purely guerrilia o
‘tions. In the dry scason, the North Vietuamese push forwerd with

Wi

I
€

smaller bas

i

Vang Pao’s imme
nien; he deubtless could muster

the Meos snapping at their flanks; when the rains ceme the H
invaders pull back, Some of the towns and villages havs o
hands fairly frequently, T S

Now, the North Vietnmrese have a fresh division

of Jars rrea and it would appear that a battle of some 29
is in the making. )

All thede
dotails are known to four su
Bureau end the Foreign Intelligence Adv
! Natjonal Securify Council. It’s a skimpily conce

nrabters have been faicly open knowled
beommittees of Congress
izory Doard
' 2led

il

To
witl

)




o~

. vasion of Laos.

. declined te
, were sent, o ] !
Jput it ot splout. five batlalions.

Vientiane , Lags, Feb.

Pao’s CIA

Laotian  officials said today

'.tlut up to 7,000 \olﬂl \ICL\“ )
. mes

and Coramunist  Pethe
Lao troops had mmcd inty t‘lg
“8zm Thong &and Long‘ Cheng
arcds south of the Plain of Jars
in an cffort to overrun the
-stronghold, thus cuiling oif the
royal eapital of Luang Prabang
Jrom the "dlmmsudme ca pital
+of Vientiane. :
Deputy Defense Minister Si-

gouk Na Champassack told no‘.'.'s-e

men that the government is
rushing reinforcements to Gei.
Vang P a0, who Las vowed to de-
iend Long Cheng. /x]thougn he
'say how many troops
ther Laotian sovurccs

‘American  sourees

However, ¢
that the North

were skeptical

Bt YO?'I: p ATLY
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By JAMES WIBGHARY
Of Tne Nrws Washington Buveau

. 15-—-The Communists reportedly arve mouniing
“wipe out thc shato sic voyal Laotian stronghold of Long Cheng, defended by
ained army of 10,000 IMeo tribasmen, a5 thelr first response

Vietnamese \\ould be willing to
pay the cost iy bloed of t)ymw
o take Long iBHuly with a fron-
tal assault. Thé2sources ehar-
acterized an atiack yesterday,
which was backediby heavy mor-
{ar and yockel fire, more a3 a

cominando raid to inflict ecasu-
al‘-ms and cause damage, than as
a scrious cffort to take Long
Chcng. .

The Amecrican sources esli-
mated the attack force at about
three eompanies, hardly large

enovgh to take the stronghold.
They zlso C‘(})ICQSCd doubt at the
Laotian estimale that there are
7,000 Communist troeps ma ssed
in the area,

The differing asseszment spot-
lighted & wide gulf between the
American and Lonotian estimates

ATt
I d J'l

o i '
a slege to

to the m

of Communist intentions in Laos.
U.S. officials here believe that
the indecisjve pattern of conflict,
which has raged th\\ .en Com-
munist and neutralist 101\9: in
the Tand lecked . kingdom since
it wou freedarm from French col-
onial rule in 1949, is likely top
continue for the forseeable fu-
ture. They consider it unlikely
that the North Vietnamese would
be \\'il]ing to divert from the main
batile with Scuth Vietnam the
kind of mz’nl)ov.u it would tzke
le seize and hold Lacs.

Jut the 1oyal Laotian govern-
ment, headed by neubralist Iithae
Minister Souvannz Phouma, ap-
peared increasingly apprehensive
thot the North Vv 1ctn amese—Irus~
trated by the lack of success in
South Vietham and angercd by

Gen Va mng -
T

-

“the - South Vietnamese effort to
cut the main supply roule along
the Ho Chi Mix 1h Trail fu Sowihe

ern Laos --- might respond by
pressing an all-out wav against
:%‘«OS. . N )
Laotian officials =aid this is

precisely what txc North
Ja d‘\

namese did i Cambodia
Fthe joint U.S.-South Vietnn
thiust into Cambodia sanctuary
arez last May cul the main sup-

p]v route there. :

Viet-
after

Cencern Over Peking -
Laotian offieials point out that
aftty the incursion, the ‘\Ioetn.
Viginahiese 1e\ponued by striking
deep info CamLomn, even hl*tmﬁ

the ontskirts of Phnom Penl.

'\n hat is more, Souvamma Phou-
ma, has expressed a deep and
&,10\\,1110 concern that the U‘S-x
backz invasion of Laos._misht

PSR,

v:‘d YR N

eun prompt Communist Chlm. to

€n 1o war, .
Agam, American officia ‘.s dis~

‘They convinced the

hincse will not Jl.telvcm, state
.L ﬂ‘;t Peking knows that the
“ncursion is not 2 threat to China
cbut merely -an effori to step the
infiltration of supplics and men’
down the Ho Chi ’\111111 Trail,
Publicly, Peking's response to
the Leoh'm incursion was the is-
suance of the stern warning that
the Chinese Communizt gov “ern-
ment Tl not stand idly by while
the U.S: works its will on Laos,~
which shares its noltncm bovdeis
with China.”
Privately, the Chines
portedly passed & siv miiar X'uL
‘even miore ominous warning of
-possible interventicn to Souvanna
‘Phouma through diplomatic chﬂn-
nds Ia\t \\eﬂhend

are

2 havea re
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In the end we rnIcrht 911 1'<.mem‘>cr
. Vletnam as the place from which a
- great nation sent out fevered bulletins
selaiming viclories over chickens, Owr
~brave allles in the South Vietnamese
yarmy have had to be kicked off our
l < helicopters,- In some Instances, 50 that
xthey would have to go out to meet the
,wenemy. Our planes go roaring over
“:Laos, -ropping bombs on everything
-that moves, and, of course, they hit g
SCIA man, apparcnt]y because the CIA

- anyway And then, after a massive
“+- . sweep around Khe Sanh last week, we
. -annownce the capture of the chickens.
>k . % p 3
There-were 2003 of them, and pre-
‘suraably 2l of themn were card- -carrying
(Communist chickens, We were assured
Jthat the chickens were turned over to
our South Vietnarmese. allies, which is
_probaply a violation of the Geneva
, conventions on prisoners of war. But
. t'major questions remain. Who | first
) ~'spotted the chickens? Were thcy all
~Jost together in the woods, or was this
& gréat Communist chicken farm, used
1o supply the whole Viet Cong infra-
- iostructure further south? How were they
~captured? I mean, did hundreds of
~American soldiers fush - forward with -
* Baggies, grab them by their rotten
little necks and stuff them into the
+ bags? Or did we show large plctures
i- of Joel Oppenhcimer, in his starring
;-role from “End of the Road,” warning
. them that a fate worse than death
N awaited them unless they surrendered
~on the spot and became: Baptists?
-~ The impresgsion remaing that some
.- of those crew-cut heroes from the CIA
“(they're always named Rick, or Dave,
and they always come from Wisconsin)
. . have brousght back somne of the leaders
.of the chickens for interrogation, proh-
ably up &t the Fidel Casiro Room In
the Totel Theresa. Are you related to
. the Rhode Island RL L, sayb R'ch Tnc

.
- ——— L,
V'z'x“-.m v T

¢
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hoad cnichen 1001\5 mtcmtable Dave

says its time to put the bambao splin-
ters under- their fingernails, the little
Cemmic killers, But Rick intervenes. .
He puts on the Sessuc Hayakawa ace
cent, from the World War II flicks, of-
fers the head -chicken a joint, squints,
and says: “Don’t be a fool. I was edu-
cated in San Tlanc‘sco
plans.”

But the Commle chickens don't vat.”
They Fknow the plans, in fact, they

,.makes up one-tenth of the poputetion™gnow the only seeret worth knowing -

about Nam: the lecation of CO;:»VN As
we all know, from last year's episode in
this serial, the 1reason for invading
sCambodia was to ‘find and d‘,stroy
COSVN, which was the headquarters
for the entire Communist operation in
Indochina. There were various reports
about its whereabouts: it was under-
ground, it was behind a mysterious
watexfﬁll, it was &t -the top ‘of towers
disguised ag trecs, it was in. different

scehions all over the place. We Jjust
couldn’t find it, B

But the chickens Tnow where COSVN

is, and I can reveal exclusively here to-
day exacily where it is located. On Sun-
day morning, I made a meet with a
defecting. chicken and he revealed. the
whole devious ‘plot. COSVN is lozated
in the bascment of the Simpson St. po-

Tell me the.

lice station in the South EBronx.

Ever

since Eisenhower

cancelled the 1950

- out of New Yok,

elections in Vietnam, the entire Com-

munist apparatus has been working
disguised as Puertd.
Rican prisoners awaiting trial and Chi-
‘nese-American g?‘nblczs at . Yonkers
with a few scattered agents werking as
waiters at Vietor's Cuban Chinese ves-
taurant on the Wcest Side. They trans-
mit théir plans fo the {roops In the

field tarough Tex Antolne on Channel
7: every fourth word of his nightly
weather report is part of a coded mes-
sc.ge scnt to the Orient. And in reality,

e L d R Ly e et e et

. - K

Antoine is L'tmo“t Clanstcu, wuh the
power 10 cloud men’s minds, ) )
. I really wouldn't reveal this now, e
cept that ceptured  enemy documents,’
from the files of Collier’s,- conibined !
with interviews with those defecting
former Comitnie chickens have con-!
vinced me that treason is taking place
at the highost levels of our government. |

If they were serious about ¢ caning ‘out

that nest of Asian reds, they weuldn’t g

keep Invading these empty sirctches of
real estate. They would zo where the!
enemy lives., Like Mott S‘ Or Victor's,

Or-ihe Bimpson St. station. The way it

. ture 'of Grand Central, and ihe. Azmy
stormed ashore on Staten Island and
fought its way to Pennsylvania bﬂfme
-discovering that the Jersey Turnpike is
not the Ho Chi Minh trai), and (.rxand
Central is in tftﬁ other direction.
* v -, \l- H

Lut In real life, as they say, we're out
“there, doing that erazy nwumbar in Indo-
¢hina, tellmv everybody that Ching is
run by madmen, while Henry. hxscmffer-

_advowtes a policy -of controlled irrs-:
Ylonality, We sit there and vrite down
what cur leaders say, and our sons andi
“brothers go baék into the woods, chas-
ing around Indochipa after phautcms,

~and it would all be pretty fuvny, Leclly,
3f it weren't that some pretly goou
men arc dying. On both sides.

It just might bz that Indoshina has’
driven us all slightly insane, that the
meh who tell us that spreadmg_. a war
into two move countries is shrinking'it
are not evil, only vagunl*r demented.
The Chinese are warning us- now- that

* we have gone too far,
Saizon and Washmoton aré dismissing:
thein, just as their equivalents did dur-

/'.

and the men m«

that we reached for the Yalu, and their,
border,.and then they were behind our:
soldiers, with their bugles blowingz a‘».'
midnight in the Kovean hills. We are,
actiug now as if we will nevel have to
fight someone our own size,_which is|
a state of mind associated with the'
bully or the madinan. We car’t go on;
foravér scoring victories over chickens,

Lecause sooncr or later, they W ll}l\COm 52
homﬂ to 1oo=t n- ;:

e S e Y e e kL L

is now it’s as if they ordered the cap- "

|

ing the Korcan War, until that moment.; -

~
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By '“ITO‘J SS . BOSS
WASHINGTON (CS- T) -—

The U.S, involvement in Laos,
fax from being a new develop--

~ment, has a. ]oncr and costly
histoxy

- The- State Dept aclmox 1

ed ed,* in heavily censored

Léstrmouy released last ycar

7 by the Senate Foreign Rela-

txon; Committee, that the U.S.
. spent more thar a billion
v dollars  were expended  in
~ secret operations dating back
_.' to the FchlCh mtz)dla\\al m
T L .

- Souuht to’ Lxde Tiole.
== The U.S. government has
- eonsistently sought to con-
ceal its role in Laos and ths
- Nfeagr Administration
"falthfulljr followed the prac-
stice since the start of thg
" ineur smn mto Laos eight, days
‘ago. i
;© “There are 1o U‘S g:onm;
H’.I ocps or advisers being comi-
j mitted to the ARVN (Scuin
Vietnamese army) operaticn
In Laos,” says White Hotix
Press Secretary Ziegler,
. The statement appears
- quick reading to be
clusive but on “closcr stu
“turns out to concedeé the not
sibility that U, 8. mi utc;:'-.
‘and paramilitary personnel,
may have heen “comrmiiled™
to-other operations in Laos.
“In fact, Armiy - Specxal"
‘Forces team: aud Central In-

[telligence . Agency units haxe :

been in Laos for smcrel
Uyears. Most have been .oper-'
ating on th. old battleficld:

An northern Lacs but so e’
~have been— and eudmt}y
' still are ~— in the immediate-

namnse mncur
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-Laotian army,

has

on -

Cne military
- laurnched the diplomatic initi-
- ative that led to the 1832

, - a coalition government,
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The CI\ ha> been mvolved'
in Lads §ifice the late 1050's. )
Its first major undertaking

-was to support Gen. Phoumi

Nasavan, chief of the Royal
: who sought -
to undermine neutralist
Prince %omanna Phouma, '
then and now
minister, .

When the late Pusxdent

 Kennedy togk office in 1951,

the general’s troops were be--

.- < Ing routed by the Commu-
-, “nist Pathet Lao. and the
“North Victnamese,

The fall’
of Vientiane,” the capltal
ssemed imminent. i
. One of Kenneays first of-
ﬁcxal_ acts was to ask his mili-.
tary advisers to draw up a

‘plan for saving Laos. They
. recommended the
y » tion-of U. 8. and, if possible,
‘allied troops. Bul Kennedy

introduc-

could . not - get assurances

. from the Joint Chiefs of

Staff that U, S, forces would
be able to repel the Commu-’
nists without resort to tactx-
cal nuclear weapons.

- And so Kenncdy shelved’
plan and

Geneva accords, establishing
Laos as a neutral nation with
in-
cluding the Co*nmumsts .

- ,Paet Qumld) Viola ted

-~ “Currently,

the p1 ime «

STATINTL

"North. Vietnam, howe L\ci,

"~qulckly violated the agrec-

ment and the U. S. followed

‘suit; (:».panc’unrr its CIA and
":'mlhtaxy operations.

By 1869 the -U. 8. mvoIvc-
ment was so deop. that Sen. .
Symington (D-Mo.), who con-’ .
ducted the inquiry for the .

~ i\ Foreign Relations Commijttee,
.- expressed fear that the U. 8.

had become commilted to

{; Laos' survival,

But William . .Sullivan,

" Deputy assistant Secretary.

of State for East Asian and
Pacific  Affairs, . insisted;
“we bolieve we
have no commitiment in Laos,

{ Our actions could be rever-

sihle today.”.
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Aid Rushed to U.S.-Backed Base

In Lacs After Fo2’s Penctration

. VIENTIANE, Laos, ¥eb, 15—
Reinforcements and supplics
were flown today to the Ameri-
can-backed base at Long 'I'ieng,
which .was penetrated yester-
‘day by North Vietnamese com-
mandos. :

“We.are determined to hold
Long Tieng,” Prince Sisouk na
Champassak, the deputy de-
fense minister, said at a news
«conference called to report de-
velopments at the base,

" He said that several hundred
North Vietnamese, attacking
Defore dawn yesterday behind
‘barrages of rocket and mortar
fire, reached a base arca with-
in one or two miles of the air-
field. The field jtself was not
damaged, he reported, but in
two hours of fighting the com-
mandos smashed food depots,
the base’s medical center, nu-
merous buildings and other
properties,

Among the buildings struck
by the shelling was the home
of Gen, Vang Pao, commander
of the military region that in-
cludes Long Tieng. The general
was not at home at the time.

It was during the commando
raid that an American F-4 jet
loosed some bombs by mistake
within friendly lines. One Awmer-
jcan stationed at Long Tieng
was wounded. . .

Prince Sisouk and American
spokesmen said an investigation
was under way to detcrmine
whether casualtics and damage
were caused by the American
bombs or by eneiny fire,

The commandos, coming un-

SBpeciad to The New Yok Times ‘ .

der attack by both American
and Laotian planes, withdrew
fromr the base a little after 6
AM,, Prince Sisouk reported.

The prince set cnemy cas-
ualties at 21 killed .and report-
ed that a North Vietnamese
who was wounded and taken
prisoner said the North Viet
amese had suffered heavy loss-
s,

The prisoner was the sce-
ond taken by Laotian forces
during the weck. Both are being
interrogated. Prince Sisouk said
10 Laotians were killed.

The prince described the sit-
uation arcund loug Tieng and
its neighboring positions of Sam
Thong and Ban Ma as serious,
but indicated there appeared to
be no immediate threat of their
being overrun. ’

The area is defended mainly
by Meo and other tribesmen ad-
vised, trained and equipped by
specialists from the American
Central Intelligence Agency.
American advisory, logistics
and other liaison personnel
work regularly at Long Ticng.
Other Americans are also en-
gaged there in relief activity

for the United States zid pro-

gram in Laos.

American  transport planes
of Air America and Continental
Airlines, financed by United
States funds, supply the Sam
Thong-Long Tieng and other
sectors in Loas and haul troops
and othor materials. Transport
planes today were busy replen-
ishing the supplies at long
Tieng. )

.

.

J

ApproVed For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6 .



STATINTL

Approved For Relgase 2004/03/04 : CFA- RDP80-01601_

96 Fog

- 90 Casualities af ClIA base
VIENTIANE, Feb, 16 ~ Laotian military
sources reported foday that 30 Meo tribesmen
} were killed and 60 wounded in Saturday's
bombing of the CIA’s base at Long Cheng,
Laos.
- American bombers had lmstakenly at{acked

Lon«* Cheng in an attempt to break up a Red
siege of. the base... . ... b

PORE

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700010001-6



v
¢
{

L [Reuter reporfed that {he'
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base at Long Cheng, Laotian

jing of the camp.] ’
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“gpecial'to The Washinzton Post '

" VIENTIANE, Feb, 15 --

urday’s bombardraent of the ugde conter established by the
Central Intelligence Ageney's US. Agency for International
Development, an Afmerican of-
ficial here sald. Ticlable in-
dependent  obgér¥ers - coll-d

Arlj'fel\l"(‘ii ici)%luffzcllf lncﬁ ,(t}:;f fivmed the refudee 1?ib?§ment.v
enly bombad Long Cheng in iFmorgeney — ratiths - ave
an ettempt to breek up what beivg flown into Muong Cha
{s being called a sicge of the by Air America plancs to mee
pase by Pathel Lae and North thg dem ands. of & growing ref-
Victuamese foices. i .,Eugec populalion. ' ‘

R Air Amcrica pilots esti-
Laotian  governmet qm'ljt;mated {hat there is a two-week
?t;‘oop ‘r"inf:.rve‘mjf;\ic t Ik““’“ nmrch from Long Cheng to
: reinforcements 1o 3085 Myong Cha. dmgar Puell, a
Cheng, and Defense Ministeriyy g, aid official in Laos for a
Sisouk Na Champassak an- gecade, says 20 per cent of the
nounced that an 1'm'eSl.igz':iioll,poople’on such matches die en

military sources said.

.- Approved For Release 2001/03/b4 : &fh Rkpaen

i . : " has begun. Upward of 65,000 .
hivty dhesrich Wer : 33 . s Y
Thirty Meo tribesmen WOrC gipegmen are moving south-

killed and 60 wounded it Sat west toward DMuong Cha, a vef-

2
¥ %
\

A general exodus of tri.1ated {a tlié"defo'ﬂ%ibilit‘)"of
- pal residents from the area ILOHS Cheng, a new CIA base

of operations for guerrilla
orcas  was recently cstab-
lished al’ Pakkao and a mili-
tavy training center at Phou
Koun 2

Pakkao is now Teportedly
surrounded and Alr America
pilots report receiving enemy
fire on &pproaching the land-
i?g strip. An American was re-
forted wounded in a clash
there cavly last week, Nonoffi-
cial chservers avé forbidden
eniry to Long Cheng, Pakkao
and Phou Koum. ,

J.ong Cheng, now under
sicge, is seen by most observ-
ers here as the key to Vienti-
ane’s northern front. :

“1f Long Cheng falls, the’
Meo have fallen, and if the

s under.way into U} mb-
was under.way into the bomb routc.

Reports orfginaling al Long !
Cheng say there has been ant
increase, in Meo army dcser-r
tions in recenl weeks and it is‘
belicved soldiers are leaving

Initial reports from LonZ
Cheng said .the casualties oc-
ewmred in'a North Vietnamese
rocket attack. Origins of the

|

{ bormbardment remain unclear.

i : -5 the basc to 'accompany fami-
I\IO?:ll\\x'_lnlo, Laotian rilitary Jies on the trek out of the bat-
sources ‘said today thatl U tle zone. )
North Viefnamese soldier cap- At Ban Son, called site 272
tured late last week revealed by Americans, observers notc
that the Nor{h Vietnamese an inercase in residénts and
corninand west of the Plain of hospital admigsions. Ban Son
"Jars planned io ‘attack Long was created as a replacement
‘Cheng today. refugee center for Sam Thong\
American milifary sources which was abandoned a ycar
in Vientiane say {he situation ago, then reclaimed, but it re-
around Loung Chieng remained mains almosta ghost town, ac-
stable and quict Sunday night.;cordingto recent visitors. -
" The refugee movements to-

Long Cheng, 77 rniles 1161'th|
of Vicntiane, is a CIA center ward Muong Cha rather than

¥
<

for intelligence, logislics and‘Ban Son tends to confirm the

for command of the 6,000 belief among .observers herc

troops of Maj, Gen! ' Vang Pao that the Meo do not believe
. - . Sile Ydsin

Meco fall thcre are no north-
ern defonses to the Mekong
Plain,” one obscrver said.
“Long Cheng -is immensely
important psychologically to
the Meo,” he . added, “Its
been the only relatively stable
place they have known for a
decade-~they have come to
see it as @ kind of capital, If it
is lost they will be drifting
without a home” ~ :

Vang Pao’s arfy is called’

{he only viable fighting force,
allied with theé Vientlane gov-
ernment.- Nearly all combat
operations mounted in the
past decade by government
forces have involved the Mceo.
In the past three years-they
have suffered more than 7,000
killed in action:

Vang Pao himsclf has fre-
gquently told reporters that
thore ave no, alternalives to.

e et : : Ban Son would offer sufficient
in thot avea. Vang Pao’s troops r’cfmfc e o

- R N oL g, e
are mixed Meo and Laotian. In -a

Pressures  against  Long
Cheng and Sain Thong, which
form a command and logistics
complex, have steadily in-
creased” in  recent  weeks,
There have beelr almost daily '
reports of rocketing ‘and

move  believed xe-!

ground probes against {he out-
post. o

-
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holding the raountains about!
Long Cheng. - )

“We must dic here,” he has
_bc}enﬁquoted as saying. l
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By Keyes Be&h
Dmly News Forezﬂn Serwce

v SAIGON—«A week  has
' passed since U.S.-backed
i+ South Vietnamese- ireops be-
. gan their drive into the Lao-
tian panhandie, and allied ob-
servers here are still waiting
for the other shoz to. drop.
i~ Hanoi may have dropped it |
" on northern Laos, ‘where North
Vietnamese troops were re-
- ported to be pressinz hard on
i the CFA-backed guerrilla base
- ¢omplsE of Long Cheng . and
7 Sam Thong, Ieas than 100 air
miles northeast of Vientiane.
The” thrust at the Long
- Cheng-Sam Thong comple‘c
. Was ndt unexpected. It was the :
cheapes.. response Hanoi could
make to South Vietnam's in- |
vasion of the Laoctian pan- ;.
handle in an attempt to cut the |
) Ho Chi Minh Trail.

OBSFRVEI‘S here did not
- doubt that the North Vietnam: |
‘ese can take Long Cheng, !
which was reported to be unic j;
der heavy attack, provided v

-_.-\r"'. TN SV N T e e g !y o it 4T
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- Phouma ‘and could pave thc-_
" way for an attack on Victiane,
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But it was difficult to see
how this would benefit the.
Communists in seuthern Laos,
where their vital supply corri-

dor to Cambodia and Southj
Vietnam is under ground at-
. tack for the fusttlme :

ABOUI 14,000 South V1°t—
namese soldiers, supporied by
American air power icluding
heIicopters, are near Sepoqe '

. hub of the Ho Ch1 Mmh Trajl l

complex, 25 miles from the
South Victnamese border

Thus far, emmy resxstance
has been light, but it is ex-‘
pected to harden. - §

“To protect their suppheo;
they l']l‘l.:f, fight a p1tched
‘battle,” one intelligence soura,

“said. “’lhat means they. will |

have to mass. And that means |
they will be exposed to our air |
power. I don't think they are
going to like that for very
Iong,” - . :

they are willing to pay the |
..price. The Meo mountaxnl
. tribesmen, who for years have i
- harassed the North Vietnam- |

- €se, have no taste for drawn- 1

" { out battles. They are }nt-and-

; b run goerrillas,

© The fall of Long Cheng covId
: be an embarraqsment to Lao-
. tan Prime Minister Souvanna
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“‘Daily News Foreign Service

» fighter-hort'

SAIGON - ‘An American

; tack on migsile sites in North

- Vietnam Sunday while other

- U.S. warplanes accidentally

bhomted a CIA base in north-
Barrwaren

* ‘ern Laos,

In the ground war, the com- |
EHl - >
- mander-of South Vietnamese
i troops who moved into Laos to

cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail said

- Monday all Communist traffic
¢ on thé supply: route has been

~ face-to-air missile site 23 miles .
.- north of the demilitarized zone-

. halted, -
The attack on the SAM sur-

- and 5 miles east of the Laotian

l’

. site's

" border was the 1ith this- year

~apainst a North Vietnamese
missile site and the first since
Feb, 4,

The U.S. Command _said_the
radar locked onto a

; ilight of B-52 bombers and an

¢ 1105 in the escort fired a

- Shrike missile at the site in:

r

+ “protective reaction,” It was

* not known if the missile hit

¥
t

anything, the command added.
EARLIER in the day, a

flight of Air Force F-4 Phan-

* toms had been

sununoned

, from a base in Thailand to
* help repel a predawn attack in

"..Central

Long Cheng, the base in north
central Laos which the U.S.
Intelligence  Agency
operates for a guerrilla army
of Meo tribesmen,

_American sources in \’1en—
“tiane said Monday 10 Laotians

.

~r rnewed the at- -

|
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Map lscates Long’ Chcnc in nsrthem Laos where U.S. F-4
fighter-bombers mlsta‘<enly bombed the government base.
South Vietnamese troops are reported maoving slowly along
Highway 9 toward Sepone, upderhned on map. (AP)

were killed and 20 wounded
when the jets dropped anti-per-
sonnel bombs on the friendly
position at Long Cheng.

The bombs also destroyed a
rice depot and a medical store-
house, U.S. sources said.

THE ACCIDENTAL bomb-
ing was attributed to the mis-
firing of a signal flare by an
American on the ground at the
base. L

American sources here said
the swnal ﬂale landed on a

s .

ST S IR 1

frlendly position and the planes
swooped in with the ir bombs.

There were reporis that an
American CIA agent was
wounded, but Sisouk Na Cham-
passack, the Laotian deputy
defense minister, denied this, |

"LT. GEN. Hoang Xuan Lam,
commander of South Vietnam-
ese forces in Laocs, told news-
men his 18,000 troops were as

far as 18 miles inside Laos.

e g e

TATINTL .

" my gun positions.

- alties,

Referring to Communist traf- |
fic on, the Ho Chi Minkh Trail, ;
he said, “I have cut their road,
their ‘main supply road,” but’

“added that he expected further |

fighting as the Communists try °
to regain control of the trail. X
Enemy guns have brought:
down two more U.S. helicop-
ters in southern Laos and field
dispatches reported three men
killed and threc others -
wounded. ) i
U.S. helicopter gunships-
went in after the downings and
apparently destroyed the ciie-

1
i

Not including the latest casu--
American losses in-
Laos, by account of the U.S.:
Command in Saigon, are eight’
men killed, nine wounded and
two missing. Field reports in-.
dicate a higher toll, however,

ACCORDINGTO the * :fleld
reports not yet confirmed by_f
the U.S. Command, three men:

" were killed in the downing of a

giant cargo helicopter, appar-
ently carrying amrhunition. Pi-.
lots flying nearby sald they
saw an air burst, apparently |
from an antiaircraft weapon,_,
just before the helicopter went
down. {

The three men wounded
were aboard the second heli-.
copter, . ,J

One was downed on Sunday, :
the other Monday.
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L' GATGON -- By almost
“evidence, the TS military. machine
45 abiding Wy President Nixon's
~pledge not to employ US. giound
troops in support of the current
South Vietnamese drive into Laos.
There may have been some bob-

. ples—though even this is
“the headquarters of Gen. Creighton
4. Abrams-—-but the policy has baen

mada clear to buck privates anfd. ge-.

‘nerals alike.

This, however,

story. In foct, the situation In Loosis

ahmost always so confused you can

“obtain evidence

canythings ©7 00 7

* As 13 usually the case

o . dechinese peninsula, there
-eral wa

on iz To-

s baing fought simul
taneously in Laos, and in varying
degrees Americans are involved in
all, o et I
Pirst, there s what might ha
“ealled the eld war, Tt centers o stich
battleficlds as the Plain of Jars and,
most recently, the Cenlral Intel-
Jigence Agoncy base camp at Long

iy

Cheng, which s wader North Viet:
§ : : i Heund. |

; . re T iz e

©In this war, Cresident Nixon's’ Fhis area

‘namesé altack.

“eommunications  divector,
G Kieln, redently sald that
up to 600 U.S. soldiers are
involved es advisers. This
fighre is probably conser-
‘wative and fails to take into
acoount a good many.
Americas, eivilian and mil-
itary, who are otlwerwise
imbedded in the Laotizn

Herbert

woodwork. . . .

“All of these people are
uwader the command of
the U.8, ambassador in

Vientiane, . McMuwrtrie
‘Codley, whoae dally detivi-
‘ties resciable more those
“ofm general tban a ivilian
ambassador. He veports di- |
veetly to Weshingten, By-
passing Gen. Abrams' US.
)

Pin S
e
=~

igon. . '

ciaim has |

1 made that .

i

coramanad in
*While th
sornatimes he
CGodley's war

riors are not .
Lo b}

N

vinee some-of thenl
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Firacs Steit vty

al'l the

denied by

is ohly part of the.
to support a’smost'

are sev-,
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Involvegici the "old war"

argenotThovered by the.

White House slatements
concerning the South
Vietnamese drive into the
Tizotian panhandle.
" Wo Man's Land -

- mat apea, until recently,
was 2z sort of no-man's
106 so far as the Ameri-

CiA conducied somie opor-

ations there under God-
jey's nominal direction.

Air

teives wore clzared

izon, Pacific head-
s in -Hawail and

fmmes Washinglon,
was not within
Cen. Abrams' tactizal jur-

there was

H3

owever,

sometines varying strip of

d in Lacs along the bor-

. 1
der vwhich was marked on

Abrams battle maps. under
the cede-name Tiger

was within the
tzctical scopa of Abrams’
responsibililies.

. iAlthough incursions into .
this area were forbidden -
‘to regular U.S. ground
units, no such resirictions |

applied to the American
cutfit known as SOG (Stu-
dies and Obscrvation
Group). o
‘Clandestine Cperations
Mhis inoffensively
named outfit i openly list-

ed on headquarters phone,

books (conuaanded by
Army Col. J. S. Sadler)
and its headquarters in
Saigon is plainly marked

(Parking Resarved for '

SOG). Behind this facade,
however, SOG has long

conducted clandestine-
operations in Laos and is -

still doing so. :

At one time those in-
volved numbered some 2,-
000, Americans and a large

South Viclnamese.

sground conpn o it . \
around copigpbeyid, For Release:20017/08/04C A

-;/vg‘. i . )
R

CHoweyer, thése troops,

T Cam-

| <STATINTL

X

- .

, hl
. While SCG operations
. are far-reaching and cer-
tainly many are not
kinown at all, 80G

conducts clandestine,
Jong - range’ penetrations

“hito cnemy territory (in-
“eluding North Vietnam at
ome time). Sometimes the
patrols are all Vistnamese
‘and sometimes they in-
clude Americans.

- gome inteiligence people
ifusist that SOG personnel
could not be

Mevound combat troops."

Thelr mission is to cet -

. inlelligence and avoid|
tfighting though they also
gormnztimes ars assigncd 1o
‘sabotage an d similar
Pasks., e
' Whilz no one will con-
Vipm it, it s almost 2 cer- '
“fainty that. SOG natrels !
| were agtive I preparation
{or tha- South. Vieinamese
Suvike af the Ho Chi Minh
“tyail which hegan January
20. o C
" After the South Vielna-
fose operation had begun
~Zand after Prasident Nix-
‘on's ofiicial anncunce-
ypent that no US. ¢ ound
“iroops would be involved
American  colTespon-
dants at the oid marine
hage at Khe Sanh saw
what was evidently a SOG
__teara coming out of Lacs.
The men were clinging to
extractor- cables dangling
from the helicopter which
had taken them out. Some
were belioved to be Ameri-
-cans although no one got a.
-conciusive look.

ccone denied all—they al-
ways do where SOG opera-
tiong or similar long-range
peneti'ation groups ave in-

volved. Thie outsider is left -

1o form his own opinions

y

on whnether such nen are
part of around ~ combat
~orations

»
oo =

RDP

[ VI

largely . pe i)

i
T

classified as

American officers on the -

starivT. [

00011.094%3256; likely that

i they were sent in to gath-
er Infeliigence prior to the
South Vietnamese opera-
tion, Some are probably.
still in there. Knowledg- |
. eable cificials point out,
i however, that 50G tcams
* would phobably be in Laos
. anyway, whether the
© South Vietnamesc regular
forces were invading or
:-not.. And  these officials -
' say that the nurmaber is
+6 prabaily very small. '
- There. are, of course,
many other Americans in-

AT TRE Thost Teceit

.

VoIV

"fl,‘ South Vietnainese opsra~
o tion, known as Lam Son
€0 719. The wording of the

White House statements
places few restrictions on
these men ia the view of
the Saigon corimand. -
_ The White' House has
o cpfg;:nly proclaimed tlrat
" {Kdre are no restrictions
- on air and helicopter sub-
.+ port for the South Vieina-
; mese. The number of heli-
copter missions Sunday
 numberad 1,000 by official
admission. Since the nom
mal chopper crew is four,
thiz means that in the
“course of the day 4,000
Aniericans were over 1.aos
—though obviously many -
of these men made several
trips. _ .
‘Similarly, theve is no re-
" gtriction on medical eva-
cuglion helicopters sent In
ta help the South Vietna-
: mese, CF 0N the use of big
supply helicopters.
When choppers

are

downed and can be recov-

Cered, more "riggers”

gzers" are
. flown into Laos to gzet

them out. The U.S. com-
mand in Sm‘gon_ says that
the South Viethamese
t}'oops on the spot provide
the security for these mis-
fonis. o

In a operation as large a3

[

- the cuprent sweep — ine

| volving by conservative ii-
gures about g.000 Ameli-

. cans and 20£00 South
“ Vietnarnese —— the Nixon

rules ave going o lead in-
Tevitably to some caxes ol
" qucstionable  interpreta-
“tion. S
i The
insists,

Satgon  camunand
howevet, that il is

. ahiding strictly by thosze

15,
- 1601R0007000110@9_1116 has ne intention

of doing otherwisd.



“South Vielnamesc troops uncov-
,eied fresh_caches of North Viet-
‘mmese supplies in Laos and twice
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Aguerm}av cecretly reciuited and avine

tral In{clhoeuce L geney
hind the lines of North

Sepone in Lacs, reliable sourees disclo

The mission ¢f the Lao

*he wove was disclosed as

came under Commumst bomb’uu-

aments. -
(UPI 1cported that the com-
mander of South Vietnamese

x‘ (

‘.} . ’ ) .
/ '
!

HIFRIGD
1y of THe NEWS . .
Qavers] thousaend L?Gﬁ 3%

e by the Cen-
have beon infilive .ed be-
Vietunamess ’uoons near
sed tonight,
guerrillas is to harass the

fCommumD{ forces Trom the rear while the'invading Soutn‘
:'Vlem’upcw troops dvive al them from the front.

4,500 Copter Sorties

In Saigon, the U.S. command
reporied that a total of 4,500 sor-
ties had been flown by Amevican
helicopters in support of the six-
day-old invasion of Laos, Military
spokesmen continued to withheld
the numbm of tactical air sorties
and B-52 bomber ralds for secur-
ity reasons.

- forces in Laos, Lt. Gen. Hoang
Xuan Lam, said teday that his
troops were prepaved to stay
“fn Laos until the ITo Chi JMinh
MTrail is “commctnh' paralyzed.”
 (Lam's statement appeaved
to contradict earlier announce-
_ments by South Vietnamese
President Nguyen van Thieu
.that the Laos campaign would
. be of “limited duration.”)
" The Lao guerrillas, the sources
sald had becn operating near
I’wkxe about 110 miles aout‘mcat

of Sepone,_ afore being veposi- |

tlomd -
. Led by CIA Agents

Thcu area of operations now
les bf,tv een Seponc and Muang
Phine, a key terminal point w hnln
Highways 9 and 23 fuse. Oper
ing in bands, the units, which me

The bie bombers divided theiv

missions yesierday beween Coni-

munist targets in Laos and Cam-
!_bodia.

" In. Cambodia, South Vietnam-

rese lroops killed 23 Communists
{in three clashes near Suong and

Ptey Nhey while losing one killed
Fand 12 wounded. Comraunist gun-"
‘Iners fired 95 mortar rounds inlo

the night bivouae of a South
Vietnamese unit mnortheast of
Suong. South Vietnamese ecasu-
altxes were light with no :Canh-
ies. e s

separate fror the Meo, tribesmen, |

are led by agents of the CIA and

“possibly by U.S. Special Forces.

The sources said it was hoped

that the guerrillas would keep the *
North Vietnamese off balance and .

ple\ent them from adeq‘mtcly
preparving their defenze against
the South Vietnamese attack..

_ In'that pperation, infantrymen’’
soized 45 cases of medical sup- .
'pllcv and deauo' ed two tons of

rice south-west of Lao Bab. South
troops killed six

Commmists MpRIOVE, FoF

Victnamessz

The South Vietnamese troops

‘sulfered only.four wounded,

*irol of the .S,

i
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Saigon, - Teb, 14 (AP)»«
American wa 1pl°nﬂs mistak-
enly bombid a U.S. Central
Intdlwence Aoe“cy base in
‘Laos today, causing heavy
damage, 1'e}14p1c, sources
reported. |

 IL was  the <econd nnslul\cn
bombing reporled in & week of

‘the sources

an opcwtlovh in Luos,
U.S. Air Yorce F-q4 lthom
fighter-bombers  were Arying to

: dlne back & North Vietnamese

attack on Lonﬂ Cheong base \\hcn
“their bombs f‘ 1l on & sceret CIA
tompound and the base airstiip,
said. The base, 78
roiles no;tlmcst of Vientiane, is
the headquarters of Gen. Vang
Pao’s CIA-backed guarrilla army,

- Barracks Burned Down
The souwrces said that the

“American barracks burned down

and at least one CIA agent was
wounded. Other bombs reported-
ly started fires mlLono Chcnf
town. . i

The U.S. command in Saigon
:said it had no comment on the
‘report.

Although’ the flghuel—bombmb
care flO]_J. .basas in Thailand,
they are under the tactical con-,
t Tth Air I"or,ce
in South Vietnam,.

A week ago, A U.S. Navy
‘fighter-bomber mistaken 1 y-
dlopp ed scores of bombs the size
of hand grenades en South Vict-

“"namese {roops massed along the

‘border for a drive into Laos, Six
‘men were killed and 51 wounded.

The =1tu"t‘un al Long Chong,
the keystone of Laotian defensee
in the north cenfral saction of the

i -
country, appearved to be worsen-

ing. Vang Pao made an ur gent
tup to \/mnuuue to scdx rein-
_forcements for the garrison but
“was reporied tuencd down by

h}ghcx "l.lthOllulO% o
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) .G'.Lﬁ.\- ,)ELSE }N L[}%S | 4" Reports from  Vientiane|

said clements of at least two

it T wry A North . Vietnamese divisions, R
RFP@RTED BGhiB?D totaling about 6,000 troops,
| e LA 4 had suwrrounded Long ‘Tieng. | .

. Civilians Flee Town

U,S. Planes Said to Attack Goneral Vang Pao is re-

Cow\pound in Error iported to have about 6,000
. S - |Meo - tribesmen under  his
- cormmand in the Long Tieng|t

SAIGON, South Vietném ‘larea and two T'nai artillery)-
) . . 'l Ihatteries.  Reliable  sourcesy
Fe‘b. 14" (AP)—Reliable. sources ~jestimated that at least 20,000
said .today that American| |rcfugces had streamed south
. planes mistakenly bombed a; \from Long Tieng in_anticipa-
United States Central Intelli- tiog of lhec"{yy flggtmg-_ '
gence Agency base in Laos, teneral . ang Pao 1§ TI€-,
causing heavy casualties and ported to  be. wondering )

whether to make a last-ditch

C/I.'amr?stjy- o ‘ stand at Long Tieng or to
“ rhe informants, in Vientiane,} |withdraw into the hills.
Laos, said that United States In _ southern Laos, other .

 Air Force F-4 Phantom fighter-| {United States bombers, roamed;

bombers had been ftrying tol jaCross the east-west axis of the
drive back a North Vietnamess| |[fo Chi Minh trail attacking
attack when  their bomhs: North Vietnamese mountain
dropped on the secret CILA hideouts overlooking Route 9|
compound and airstrip ai the |on the approaches to the town|
Long Tieng base, The base, 78 |of Sepone.

miles northwest of Vientiane, Elsewhere in Indochina, Northl;
is the headquarters of Gen,, |Victnamese gunners fired near-|’
Vang Pao's guerrilla army. ly 100 mortar shells into thel:

The sources said that the| j|night bivouac of a South Viet-
Amocrican barracks had burned 1 namese unit seven miles north-t
down and at least one Ameri- Jlcast of Suong, along Route 7.
can agent had been wounded.
Other bombs reportedly started
fires in the town of lLong
Tieng.

Bombs Dropped in Error
The United States Command )
in Saigon said it had no com-|
ment on the report. Although
the fighter-bombars came from
bases in Thailand, they are
under the tactical control of
the United States Seventh Air
Force in South Vietnan,

A week ago, a United States
|Navy  fighter-bomber — mis-
takenly dropped scores of
bombs the size of hand gre-
nades on Scuth Vietnamese
troops .massed along the
border for the drive into Laos.
Six mien were Kkilled and 51
wounded. :

The Tfighter-bomber was
apparently diving to attack
INorth Vietnamese positions ont
the Laotian side ol the border
when the cluster bomb
dropped prematurely, falling
on forward positions of the
South Vietnamese. ’
The situation at Long Tieng,
the keystone of Laotian de-
fenses in the mnorth central
section of the couniry, ap-
peared  worsening.  General
Vang Pao made ar urgent trip
to Vientiane to seek reinforce-
ments = but was reported
turned down.

The  American  hombers
were called in after North
Vietnamese troops lauached
heavy wocket, mortar and
ground assaults against the

A Vé‘éﬁ Some_of the attackers . ‘ '
pprqwh *-or Releaset2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6
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"1 Saigon — Two Air Force F-
"4 Phantoms hombed a Central
Intelligence Agency base in
i Laos by mistake yesterday,
-killing 13 persons and wound-
“ing 20, according to American
~sources in Vientiane. .
[ The U. S. Command said
.the American planes dropped
.dheir bombs short of the in-
~tended cnemy target and
!. caused “en unknown number
of friendly casualties.” Ameri-
!'can sources in Vientiane said’
- all of the killed and wounded
o owere . Meo tribesmen.  There .
i had been earlier reports that
~one of the wounded ‘was Amer-
ican, ST '
The base at Long Cheng in
“spnorth central Laos is operat-
fed by the U. S. agency for
~Gen, Vang Peau's guerilla ar-
.my of Meca tribesmen.
< Flare Misfire o
The Air Force planes were
.summoncd to the air strike to
help repel a predawn attack
_on Long Cheng base. The ‘ets
Y apparently dropped  their
)bombs too carly because of
* the accidental misfiring of a
slgnal ﬂare by an Americar\.
on the ground at thc base,
_American sourees in Vientianc
told United Press Internation-
al | . X
Official sources in Vientiane
said the mistake bombing and
the enemy mortar and sapper
_attack wiped out a medical
-storage depot, a rice ware- j.
‘house, -séveral cther buildings
and a dozen houses in the town
.of Long Cheng. .
+ Qther sources told the Asso-
“ciated Press most of the dam-
“age at the base was caused hy
‘MNorh Victnamese mortars,
while the air strike was te-
“sponsible for many of the ci- |
vilian casualties. L
Sources said the CIA bar-
racks was among the build-
ings destroyed, that it burned
down, iy
Antipersonnel Bombs -

The Phantoms éame'from‘i
bazes in Thailand and the

PHILADF‘I,PA’%%roI\‘}Pé.d F

coﬁtrgﬂ' of the U, S. Tth
Force in South Vietnam.
A wgek azo, a U S. Navy
fignler-pomber mpistakenly
drcpped scores of antipersons
nel hdinbs on Sputh Vieitem-
ese trqops along the border of
Lnis, *killing six and woud-
ing 514, A premature bomb-re-
lezse vas blamed,

Vany Pao is reporfed to have
about 6,000 Meco tribesmen un-
der his command in the Long
Chengrarea plus two Thai .ar-
tillery: batterics.

Reildble sources estimated

that at least 26.030 relugees
have streamed southward from

.1ong Cheng in anticipation of

héavy fighting.
Base Threatened .
Long Cheng . is considered
the keystone of Laotian de-
fenses in the north ceniral sec-
tion of the country, Vang Pao
made an urzent fin to TTien-y
tiene to ssek reinforcements
for the garrison but was re-
ported turned down by higher
autharities. v

were called in after North
Vietnamese troops -launched
heavy rocket, mortar and
ground assaults against the
‘base. - Some .of  thema drove

fACION

_through the perimeter.

‘Newsmen refer to the base
as top secret. Visitors arc
barred. . i
Cther Action

In other Indochina action,

."the .commander of South Vi-

etnamese troops who moved
into Laos to cut the Ho Chi
Minh trail, Lt Gen. Hoang
Xuan Lam, told newsmen to-

day his 16,000 troops were as

far as 18 miles inside Laos.
Referring to Communist traf-
fic on the network of roads
and trails, he said, “I have
cut their road, their main sup-
ply road.” e

bombs thew dropped included ) :
ot s pprovedikor Release 2001/03/04

fragment on explosion like gre-
‘nades, sources said. wThe
s e eV fantical

B

Vietnamese

“South
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UPI chrr'éépc;ndenlt'i Robert
‘Sullivan - reported from the

“ northern South Vietnamese

¢ city of Quang Tri that a twin-

t.rotor U. S. Chinook helicop-
ter was shot down insidée Laos
today while supporting the
South ~ Vietnamese  drive

-, against the Communist supply
Alr

f{ routes, - |
There were "no_details of

*how many men were a ) :
. how moany W board " L mand helicopters flew 4, .

the big tcargo-carrying heli-
copter used to sling-carry ar-

tillery pieces and heavy loads
of ammunition across the bor-

‘der, Sullivan said. _
, In southern laocs, ether U.

S. bombers roamed across

(the east-west axis of the Ho

Chi Minh trail attacking North
mountain  hide-
outs overlooking. Highway 9
on the approaches to the town |
of Sepone. '
“We're trying to clear Route
9,” a senior U. S. officer said '
“We're putting considerable
effort in there.” Scores of
B-f2s and smaller tactical
fighter-borbers took part in

the strikes. , I
L]

South  Vietnamese head-

: quarters said the: main col-
! wnn was within 12 miles of
« Sepone, ’
_from the Vietnamese border.
~ Cutoff Reported

The _Awmerican _bombers: -

which is 25 miles

Associated ~ Press corre-
spondent Michael Putzel re-
ported from Quang Tri in
northern South Vietnam that
Vietnamese convoys
were remaining south of the
sorder, -the third successive
day without a border cross-

ing. This led to spetulation
that the North Vietnamesc -
had cut Highway 9 .behind

the advancing  South Vietna-
mesc tanks and armored pet-
‘sonnel carriers. o
“We think there are war
stockpiles in the  Sepone |
area,” one officer said, *It-
is a way station for North
Vietnamese - troops. It is a:
worthwhile target. 1T Sepone -
is sccured and the airfield
is rebuilt, it can be used as

‘that U. S. helicopter

SIAIINIL

-

‘- The South Vietnamese drive
by more than 10,0000 troops
‘with full American air sup-
port began last Monday.
4,506 Missions - : :
The U. S. Command dis-’
closed additional details about
Americans air support. It said
gun-
ships and troop lift, supply
lift, medical evacuation- and

500 missions into Laos during .
the first six days. - !
The command did not give,
the number of sorties flown
by fixed-wing planes, but
sources said 400 to 500 com-
‘bat missions were being flown .
each day throughout all of
Laps. ] . )
Elsewhere in Indochina, 20,-

. 000 South Vietnamese troops

continued a parallel drive
against North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong sanctuaries in east-
ern Cambodia, more than 300
miles farther to the south,
These sanctuaries are Sup-.
plied by the Ho Chin Minh
trail and its extensions, Sharp
fighting was reported. b

a base inside Laos for’ con- 7 °

“ducting South Vietnamese op-

erations,”

.
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UDDENLY, the Victnamese ground

B war came back to life.
. For three years," the northwest cor-
.ncr of South Viet Nam had been a
misty, mountainous no man’s land. Khe
Sanh, where 6,000 Marines had ca-
dured a bloody 77-day sicge in 1968,
was a moonscape of shell craters flecked
- by twisted stecl runway sheets and dis-
s carded shell casings. A few miles to
" the south, the Rockpile was overrun by
weeds, On a blufl overlooking the Lao-
tian border, the hulks of baftered So-
viet tanks still lay rusting at the Lung
Vei Special Forces camp, where fen
Americans and 225 South Vietnamese
dicd in a single night of hand-to-hand
combat. -

Last week the forbidding ruins, rel-
ics of an carlicr and rougher stage in
the war, were abruptly jolted from their
silence. Trom jumping-off points 50
miles away, long columns of tanks,
trucks and arniored personnel carriers
ground into the rugged western reaches
of Quang Tri province, raising toering
columns of dust, Overhead, gunships
darted around in search of enemy troops.
Giant Chinook helicopters flapped into
fong-ahandoned buses, depositing men
and massive carth-moving machines. At
Lang Vei, a halltrack pulled up loaded
with expectant-looking G.Ls. One sol-
dier had a single word painted on his hel-
met: “[.a0s?” )

Good question. All week, rumors of.

an invasion coursed through the world’s
major capitals, and frenzied speculation
focused on what the U.S. was up to.
By kecping cveryone guessing—includ-
ing the Communists—the Administra-

tion infuriated more than a few Con-

gressmen, diplomats and newsmen. But

it also pulled off a kind of psychological-

warfare coup. N
Ten months ago, Richard Nixon took

he world by surprise whces poigder i L DQiyas -hs). There the U.S. com- : ". | L o
the vorld bt SR U A REI AR s & 20T 05104 CIA-R©BPE0W1601R000700010001-6

close, in too apocalyptic terms, the ex-
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A Cavalrymaon's Way Out

pansion of the war into Cambodia. Last
week he said nothing at all about the
vast operation under way in Military Re-
gion I, South Viet Nam’s northernmost
war arca. When a six-day “embargo”
on news from the arca was lifted, more
than 50,000 U.S. and South Victnamese
troops were involved in strikes that not
only spanncd the length of South Viet
Nam but vitally affected its ncighbors
as well. Was the main object to sever
the famed 1lo Chi Minh Trail? Was it
a feint to throw the Comumunists off bal-
ance? Was an invasion scheduled and
then delayed because Nixon developed
a case of cold fect—-as some sources sug-
gested but the Administration denicd?
Whatever the case, the operalion sug-
gested that in the process of retreating
from South Viet Nam, the U.S. was
churning up all of Indochina even
more thoroughly than it did when the
big American buildup began half a dec-
adc ago.

Pulling Up Short

By week’s end, three scparate op-
erations had unfolded. In the coastal
provinces_on the Gulf of Siam, ARVN

(for Army of the Rcpublic of Viet.
Nam) troops prepared to slice into

new infiltration routes that the Com-
muitists had been trying to extend
from the Cambodian seaport of Kep
into the southern part of South Viet
Nam. Northwest of Saigon  in Tay
Ninh province, 18,000 ARVN armored
cavalrymen surged over the border
into the Parrot’s Beak and the Tish-
hook. Both sanctuarics were cleared

out last spring, but now Communist

troops were beginning to drift back.
The main thrust—and the one shroud-

ed in mystery—developed in rugged, h

sparsely populated and Communist-in-
fested ~ Military Region T (formerly

and 9,000 US. lroops,

—— 4

plus at least

-

600 choppers. The juggernaut advanced
westward on, above and around Route
9, an all-weather dirt road running 40
miles across South Viet Nam into Laos.
At Xhe Sanh; road graders rolled across
the red clay plateau as troops patched
one shell-torn runway and built a see-
ond to handle up to 40 big C-130 trans-
ports a day. Long-disused combat bascs
with naimes like Vandergrift, Baslogne
and Veghel, snaking south toward the
A Shau Valley, were also reopened. Sig-
nificantly, many of the U.S. troops in-
volved in the operation were told that
they could expect to remain for one to’ ’
three months. T

Farther west, Lang Vei was set up
as an advance command post for the
massive operation, code-named Dewey
Canyon I1[,* Barely 200 yards from
the border, a sign was crected: WARN--
ING: NO U.S. PERSONNEL BEYOND THIS
poinT. The caveat reflccted congres-

* Tts predecessor, a 1969 search-and-destroy
operation conducted in the same area, was o
have bLeen named Dewy Canyon for the
heavy fog that enshrouds the craggy terrain,
but somebody slipped up on the spelling.

SOUTH VIETHAMESE TROOPS
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sional prohibition of the use of Amer-

ican ground troops outside South Viet

Nam. One shirtless G.L, bathing in a trib-
utary of the Pone Rn er, which forms
the border with Laos, said with a smile:
“Don’t worry, this is Vietnamese wa-
ter.” ARVN troops, too, pulled up short
of the border.
Yaguely Orwellion

“There was every indication that for
the South Vietnamese, it was only a
pause. At least one and perhaps two
cross-border thrusts aimed at immobi-
lizing the Ho Chi Minh Trail seemed im-
minent. One obvious target lay right
down Route 9—Tchepone, a Communist

staging arca and a key control point
for the Ho Chi Minh Trail 25 miles in-

- side the Laotian panhandle. A sccond

possibility was that ARVN troops would
be helicoptered to the mountainous Bo-
lovens Plateau, which forms the west-
ern flank of the trail. Their likely ob-
jective: Attopeu and Saravane, two Lao-
tian river towns captured last spring by
North Vietnamese troops, apparently in
an effort-to sccure the trail’s flanks and
provide a starting point for a riverine
route into Cambodia.

Last week’s action, White House Press
=Secretary Ronald Ziegler advised, was
only “the first phase of the opcration.”
Until mid-April, when Nixon is duc to
announce a new U.S. troop withdrawal,
a series of jabs at enemy stockpiles and
supply lines can be expected. The object,
the Administration insists, is to cover the
U.S. retreat that has been under way
since June 1969, when Nixon announced
the beginning of a phased withdrawal of
the 543,000 troops in Vict Nam. Since
the manpower escalator stoppéd, the
U.S. troop level has been reduced by
more than 409 ; by May 1, fewer than
284,000 troops will remain. Among
them, only 40,000 will be regularly as-
signed to combat duty.

In the process of covering the re-
treat, however, the Admnmtratxon has
raised the questlon ‘Has the U.S. got
into the position of invading Cambodiu
to case the pressure on South Viet
Nam and then sponsoring an invasion

of Laos to easec the pressure on Cam-

- ARRIVING AT KHE SANH

LANNVH HOVE
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EEW

-

bodia? Many Amecricans who believe
that Nixon is scrious about getting out
of Viet Nam nonctheless are unsettled
by the way in which the war has slopped
over into previously ncutral areas, and
especially by the vaguely Orwellian-
sounding argument that the U.S. must

get deeper info the war in order to get
out faster and safcly.
Actually, up to a point, the Pen-

tagon makes alogical casc for this strat-
eay: 1o keep the enemy oflf balance and
off American backs as the exodus goes

~on. U.S. muscle in Viet Nam is shrink--
ing by the month, and that is the op-
in a sensc, the Pres- -

erative fact. Thus,
ident is like the fellow backing out of
the saloon with both guns blazing.
Nixon’s surrogale in this enterprise
-~and the man who must actually wield
the guns on the way out of ‘the bur—is
General Creighton W. (“Abe”) Abrams,
56, the U.S. commander in Viet Nam.
A veteran tank commander with a jut-
jawed, no-nonsense air, Abranis is pur-
suing a strategy of withdrawal that would
be familiar to any student of cavalyy op-
eratichs: give way gradually but strike
continually at the enemy, harass his

1965, but there

troops, destroy his supplies and keep
him off balance. Morcover, Abrams is
trying to replace U.S. ground forces
with U.S. planes and South Vietnamese
soldiers. He mecans to use these like a
cavalry troop, anywhere that the Com-
munist forces are vulnerable.

Since the Cambodian port of Kom-
pong Som (formerly Sihanoukville) was
closed 1o them last spring, the Com-
munists have had to rely solely on the
Ho Chi Minh Trail to move men and
supplies down to South Viet Nam and
Cambodia. With the advent of the dry
season, they have made fuller use of
the trail than cver before (see box,
page 28). American commanders have
longed to cut the trail ever since the
U.S. entered the war. Contingency plans
providing for everything fromr hit-and-
run attacks to a permanent troop bar-
rier across the route were drawn up in
were formidable ar-
guments against such moves. Aside from
the political consequences, there was
the fact that at least two divisions might
be needed fo sccure the trail for any
length of time. .

Mullmw over the future prospccls of
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last November of what kind of trouble
the Tong quicscent Communists could
be expected to stir. up—and when. The
answer: Viet Nam's hour of maximum
danger would comwe late this year, with

-the onsct of the 1971-72 dry scason. Ac-.
cording to White House thinking, the

Communists would devote most of their
encrgics in the current dry season to re-
" plenishing their men and supplies. Then,
next year, IHanol’s General Vo Nguyen
Giap would be able to rev up the war
. from Mao’s Phase II (small-unit guer-

rilla- war) to’ Phase 11T (large-unit war-

fare). One objective would be to hit the
Sajgon regime at a time when the U.S.
was able to throw few-troops to its sup-
port. The other objective, in this hy-
pothesis, would be to inflict a mortal

.~ political wound on Nixon by means of
Terstyle attacks, thus paving the way
for the election of a new President in-
clined to a hastier exit from South
Viet Nam, " .

Ranger Probes

To crimp the Communist prospects
for 1972, the allies would have to stem
the flow of men and supplies—especially
supplics-—in 1971, Shortly after the turn
of the year, Nixon decided lo take ac-
tion. Just beford Defense Sceretary Mel-
Vvin Taivd 1¢ft on his three-day trip to

" Saigon in early January, Nixon laid
“down his gencral objectives.
In Saigon, Laird discussed Nixon's
“worries with Abrams. The first signs
that something big was- afoot came in
mid-January, soon after Laird departed.
General Cao Van 'Vien, chairman of

the South Vietnamese Joint Chiefs of
JStaff, told his subordinates that there
would be no more talking to the. press
~—particularly about operations in Mil-
itary Region 1. Soon after, Abrams met
Vien and Major General' Tran Van
Minh, the South Vietnamesc air force
chief, to discuss strategy. The three met
twice more in the next two days.

After his last session with Vien
& Co., Abrams and white-haired U.S.
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker swept
into ‘President” Thicu's Saigon'Palace
—brushing past a phalanx of startled
Vietnamcese officials who had been wait-
ing to offer the President Ter holiday
grectings. Not until four days later, when”
they were summoned to an urgent brief-
ing at MACV headquarters in Saigon,
did reporters have any idea that some-
thing was afoot. .

Intelligence officers ticked ofl indi-
cations of a ‘major Communist buildup,
including a flood of supplics in the Lao-
tian pipeline. According to the briefers,
90% of the matéricl carmarked for
South Viet Nam was being shunted
into T Corps. The buildup obyiously pre-
saged trouble in the coastal citics of
Hué and Danang. But MACV asserted
that it"also posed a “‘serious threat” to
U.S. troop withdrawals and that a “pre-
emptive offensive” was planned with
“limited objectives.” Few reporters in

gon defended the embargo as essential

. the Oval Office, the President met for
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In the first five days, the operation’s
29,000 troops destroyed two trucks, ex-
ploded one ammunition storage arca
and found one 57-mm. recoilless riile,
the mount for a mortar and a few
jozen 10S-mm. artillery shells.

verbal screen for a direct ARVN assault
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail.

- For weeks as many as 1,000 South
Victnamese rangers had been probing
deep into the panhandle to size up the
task of taking on the trail. Moreover, for
some time, 3,500 mercenaries known as
Jungle Tigers and trained in Laos by the
CiA have been venturing occasionally
into the trail arca and Communist supply
depots in northern Cambodia.

The U.S. command nat anly slapped,
an embargo on news of Dewey Can-
von, it also imposed an cmbargo on re-
porting the fact that an cmbargo had
been imposed. In Washington only a
handful of top policymakers knew what
was up anyway. This time, there was’
none of the hour-by-hour agonizing at
Camp David that contribufed to. the
tense atmosphere in Washington during
the Cambodian foray. Nixon, in fact,
left for a long weekend at Cancel Bay
in the Virgin Islands. _

Abroad, particularly in Communist
capitals, speculation was presented as
fact. In Moscow, Soviet Premier Ale-
ksei Kosygin charged flatly that Amer-
ican and South Vietnamese troops were
involved in “an outragcous invasion”
of Laos. In the U.S,, the response’was re-
markably temperate. About the angricst
reaction came from Demoeratic Pres-
idential Hopeful George McGovern,
who blasted the Administration for im-
posing “the longest news blackout of
the war.”* Added he: “What a way to
run a war! What a way to manage a
free society!” The U.S. command in Sai-

Buying Time

Even so, U.S. commanders insisted
that the very spookiness of the oper-
ation had achieved solid results simply
by alarming the Cemmunists, There'
were reports that enemy troops had con-
centrated at key positions along the
trail to prepare defenses—and -made
tempting targets for extremely cffective
air attacks. Merely by moving up -to
the border, the Dewey Canyon II fore-
es may have knocked the Communists
off balance. -

Just as all agtions were rated in terms
of body counts back in the war's Pleis-
tocene era, they arc now gauged: in
terms of buying time. Originally, it was
figured that the Cambodian foray would
“buy” no more than ecight months of
freedom from significant enemy activity,
Now White House aides are saying that
in Military Region I1I (the Saigon arca)
and IV (the Delta), where. war has all

_but faded away, the buy may amount
to 18 months. The massive operation
that reopencd Cambodia’s vital Route
4 last mouth is judged to have bought
a month to six weeks of time for Phnom-
Penh. If ARVN troops were -to stage pe-
riodic raids on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
until the monsoon rains return in May,
the flow ol supplies and Communist op-
crations in both South Viet Nam and
Cambodia vould be crippled for months.
In round figures, says Abrams, the trail
is worth a year, and some strategists in-
sist it may be worth twice as much.

To many critics, Abrams’ math does

.not add up. Getting involved in wars
in Cambodia and Laos as well as Souath
Viet Nam could make U.S. \vilhdra\ynl
more difficult, not easiér. “By edging.
Cambodia closer to war than it ligd
been,” says TiME Saigon Bureau Chicf
Jon Larsen, “we incvitably moved it
from a sccondary concern to one al-
most as intertwined with our interssts
in Indochina as South Viet Nam. The
same will be true ‘of faos.” Aunother
problem is that if ARVN is to be called
upon regularly for cavalry duty in Cam-
bodia, and possibly Laos as _wc\l, it
might be spread perilously thin. U.S.
air, artillery and logistic' support will
be needed to bolster ARVN’s actions be-
yond its borders, eveii if no U.S. grouncg

. troops are sent in. Finally, Abrams
wider war almost certainly means that
Laos and Cambodia will be torn apart.
Quite aside from the human cost, it is yn-
likely that any ncutralist political forse
—or ncutralist government—will have
much chance of surviving in these coun-
triecs under these conditions. Yet some
critics believe that just such neutralist
governments offer the only long-range
hope for a political settlement,

to keeping the enemy guessing about al-
lied intentions. . ] C

The mildest reaction of all came from
the man whose country’s sovereignty:

was violated by the supposed invasion.
In Vientiane, 1.aotian Premicr Souvanna
Phouma was surprised by the jnvasion
stories——he had to call U.S. Ambassador
G. McMurtrie Godley to check them
out.” The Premier said he was opposed
to any foreign intervention but added
blandly: “We have no control over the
Ho €hi Minh Trail area. That is an af-
fair between the North Vietnamese and
the Americans.” .

By the time Nixon returned from
the Caribbean, the Dewey Canyon troops
were poised at the Laotian border. In

more than an hour with his top Na-'
tional Sccurity Council advisers—ULaird,
Seéretary of State William Rogers, CIA
Directar Richard Tlelms, Forcizn Policy
Adviser Henry Kissinger and Admiral
Thomas Moorer, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs. Cllsworth Bunker, [n Washington
for consulfations, also sat in, '
Without a thrust into Laos and a
strike at the trail, Dewey Canyon II
did not scem to make much sense. The
expenditure of resources was cnormous;
by week's end helicopter pilots had
logged 493 guuship attacks, 216 air cav-
alry missions, and 4,025 sepavate lifts
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combat areas are in mixed condition:
1A0s. As the struggle over the Mo Chi
Minh "Jr'ul heated ‘up, so did the “for-

gotten war” in LdOS where some 65,000 -

Royal Lao troops and Meco tribesmen
have fought a scesaw scasonal struggle
for almost a quarter of a century. Tra-
ditionally, the non-Communist forces
have gained ground during the mon-
soons, when the Pathet Lao and North

- Vietnamese regulars in Laos are unable

to move supplies. With the arrival of
the current dry season, it was the Com-

_munists’ turn to advance, as usual. The

80,000 Communist iroops in Laos made
the most of it. Moving quickly, they cap-
tured Muong Phalane, routed govern-
ment troops from Muong Suoi on the
edge of the Plain of Jars, began to en-

" circle Luang Prabang, the royal capital,

- general,

then marched on Long Cheng, site of a
large CIA base and headquarters of Gen-
eral Vang Pao’s weary army of Meo Spe-
cial Forces. In the south the Bolovens
Plateau was under particular pressurc.
Communist troops, .in the words of a
U.S. official in Vientjane, have been
“oozing westward” in recent weeks, in-
creasing their force level from nine bat-
talions to 13 or-14. A Soyth Viet-

*namese drive into Laos might well cause
. the Communists to step up their own

westward push.

“There were several reasons for the vig-
orous Communist advance. On one Iuc!
it was a punitive Jab at Souvanna Phou-
ma. The Premier is anxious to end the
Laotian fichting, which has forced an in-
credible numbcr of refugees into U.S.-
run camps: 700,000, or 30% of the

‘population. But hard-liners on the right

threaten real trouble if Souvanna shouk
open serious peace talks with the Pa-
thet Lao or if he should suffer another
major defeat. “If Long Cheng or the Bo-
lovens Plateau falls,” said one Laotian
“Souvanm is finished.” The
Communist advance was also a signal
to Abrams that if the U.S. memccd
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the Pathet Lao
and the North Vietnamese would take
over most of the rest of Laos.

Vientiane, the administrative capital,
is showing signs of nervousness. Last
week there was the rare sight of Royal
Lao troops and a pair of vintage Amer-
ican armored cars passing thlouch the
city on the way to the anport Said
one diplomat: “After that attack _on
Phnom-Penh, you can never be sure.
cameopia. Last spring’s drive on the
Communist sanctuaries was a short-term
military success. But now Cambodia is
beginning to look like a long-term 1i-
ability, with 50,000 North Vxetmmesc
and Viet Cong troops roaming over
much of the country. Cambodian forc-
2s were taking another beating last week,
this time in a battle with NVA regulars
at Saang, 18 miles south of the capital.

-North Vietnamese units have begun
to return to the old Communist sanc-

ovinces, HABBFOMSH FOTRRle

_ese border. COSVN, the Commumst com-

mand post that President Nixon held

asg3804:03/64 &

up as the Gral] of last splmgs Cam-
bodizn operation, is now said to be lo-
cated in Kratie. South Viet Nam’s Pres-

ident Thicu is worricd enough about-

the retwn of the Communists to his
own country to have set a limit of
20,000 or so ARVN troops in Cambodia
at zny one time. But that raises the qucs-
tion of whether Premier Lon Nol, even
with his army swollen fo 160,000 men,
would be able to survive without more
substantial assistance from Saigon and
the U.S. Indecd, one of the objectives
of an cffort to cut the Ho Chi Minh
Trail would be to relicve Communist
pressure on the Phnom-Penh regime.
Cambodia’s students; intcllectuals,
busincssmcn and bonzes still back the
“government of salvation,” and the
army, though poorly armed and un-
dertrained, shows great spirit. Whether
that will be enough to hold off Comn-
munist regulars is doubtful. As Cam-

Viet Nam's army is “on a fighting par
with U.S. troops.”
Saigon’s troops have replaced U.S.

-units along the.border areas and around

the capital itsclf. Excepfin Military Re-
gion I, there has been liftle in the way

© of efierny dctivity. Nevertheless, a new

cockiness prevails, and according to Sir
Robert Thompson, Nixon's favoritc con-
sultant on counterinsurgency, ARVN is
doing very well indeed. “The fact that
you're able to keep withdrawing troops
at the current rate [about 13, 000 G.ls
a month], that U.S. casualtics are down
to well under 50 a weel, that even
South Vietnamese casualtics arc down
—-—this is the measure of it,” says Thomp-
n. “The balance of power has shifted
as bcl\vcen the enemy’s C(!pdbl]lty and
the South Vietnamese capability.”
Still, recal Communist strength re-
mainé the big question. Over the past
two years, say pacification experts, the
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G.l.s ERECTING TENT FRAMES AT QUANG TRI ARMY BASE
Backmg oui with guns blazing. :

bodian Poet Makhali Phal- writes of
her 7,000,000 countrymen, they are:

A people who do not weigh Tieavy

In the hollow of the palm of the
Mekong;

“ A people who do not have bouats,

but pirogues;

A people who have, as fortresses,

Only temples in ruins;

A people who have, for an army,

Only their Thought and Faitl.

SOUTH VIET Nam. Since Tet 1968, South
Viet Nam’s "armed forces have grown
from 730,000 men to a well-equipped
force of 1,100,000. All told, Saigon
has more than 2,000,000 men under
arms, or more than 11% of the pop-

ulation. Eventually, the South Vietnam- .

cse air force is to b\, expanded to 50
Ili rank it sev-

ARVN? Abrams hkcs to tell visiting fire-
men in Saigon that 70% of South

Viet Cong “infrastructurc” has been
whittled down from 128,000 active cad-
res to 62,000. Nevertheless, the Viet
Cong are still able to collect taxes, re-
cruit troops, and cut practically any
road in the country, at least temporarily.
Knowledgeable observers smile at on-
ward-and-upward statistics rating the se-
curity of South Viet Nani’s towns and
hamlets. Solid assessments of enemy
strength are made difficult because the
Communists in North Viet Nam may
be deliberately lying low. Directives have
been intercepted ordering Viet Cong to
do nothing to make American com-

manders think twice about the wisdom .

of pulling out.

In view of such directives, and
ARVN’s growing strength, need the U.S.
_really fear that Hanoi would pounce as
soon as the American forces were small

QIAFRDP80:01601R0067 000 0001 - Gould the

U.S. really be able to protect its fore-
es? Obviously, the P«,nt.won insists that



the Fisk would be too great. But couldn't ~

== tha U.S. set a date for total with-

.
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to the beaches? In Paris the Communists
have hinted that they would arrange
such a safe-condyct, but only if the
U.S. scts a firm date for withdrawal of
all troops, not just ground combat traops.

It can be argued that no safe-con-
duct from IHanoi could be trusted—even

though it might be in Hanoi's interest
o) S .

to keep it. A more convincing objec-
tion to the idea is that complete U.S.
withdrawal, including support forces,
would seriously undermine i not de-
stroy the Saigon regime. Thus it is like-
ly that Abrams” “cavalry” actions are
not necessary, primarily to protect U.S.

roops but to bolster the Saigon regime

and assure its survival. If so, that could
be an entirely Jegilimate goal of U.S. pol-
icy (though its cost might be subject to
debate). But that is not the way the Ad-

_ministration presents the matter.

tistics to prove

-

The Pentagon marshals massive sta-
that Hanol is Increasing

BE Aprays has often suminarized
- #7\'his tactical aims in the war as “tar-
. geting the enemy’s system.” Fe means
+that ' U.S. forces should not only scck
out and fight Commuuist troops, but
also destroy the elaborate apparatus that
Supports them-—rest canips, ammunition
caches, underground communication
centers and  especially  supply  lines.
Abrams believes (hat killing one man
with maps and plans is ‘worth killing
ten with rifles—because without the
maps and plans the ten will not krow
what 1o do. In massing-troops near the
Ho Chi Minh Trail last week, the U.S.
commander was obeying his long-felt in-
stinct to strike at the very heart of
“the systein.” . ’
. [}

In the nearly three years since he
was namdd top officer in Viet Nam, sue-
ceeding General William C. Westimore-
land (now the Army’s Chicf of Stafl),
Abrams has presided over and shaped
fundamental changes in the day-torday
tactics used to fight the Communists.
Where Westmoreland was a search-and-
destroy  and  count-the-bodies man,
Abrams proved to be an_interdict-and-
weigh-the-rice man. Where Westmore-
laud insisted on outnumbering the enemy
three or four to one with massive, mui-

tibrigade mancuvers, Abrams matched.

battalion against battalion and brigade
against brigade. If a unit made contact
with the enemy, he hustled in rein-
fqrccmcnts aboard helicopters—a tech-
nique that came to be known as “eagle
ﬁ.ligPL tacties.. He laced the counlry-,
?10, with small, defensible firc . bases.
\{_(ilayy -‘ﬁ.ghtm_g areas  were provided
vith ox-u}np_pmg artillery support; .cn-
abling bnits in tfouble to radio for fire-
power iostantly, - - -
Abramns oidered commanders (o study

enemy habits meticulously, theg imitate . ‘ '
them. As a rcsuApprovsedJEQrcﬁelease 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6

its flow of supplics, and must be plot-
ting a major oflensive that would en-

the view that perhaps the Nison strat-
egy is the only safe approath. As Ver-
mont's  Republican Senator  George
Aiken said last week: “As long as the

trend is downward in Viet Nam, as
“long as U.S. forces don't go into Cam-

bodia or Laos, most of the people up
here [in Congress] are saying: ‘Let’s

give Nixon a chance.’ I think the Pres- -
1

ident is on safe ground now.” -

That remains to be scen. Next year’s
dry season may prove to be the most iry-
ing test of the Administration’s strategy.
The North Vietnamese have been quict
for long periods before, only to erupt
in disruptive offensives such as Tet.
U.S. analysts are convinced that Gen-
eral Giap is planning a replay of 1968
for 1972. They arc equally convinced
that General Abrams can head him off
at the pass—somewhere in Laos, per-
haps, or maybe Cambodia—-or possibly
cven in South Viet Nam.

The General v."The Sysierm”

-ting paths through the jungle in the
hope of finding a hidden base, hospital
or supply trail. Says a commander who
supports Abrams’ idecas fully: “Just fo-
cusing on knocking out men is illusory
—they will just send more men down.
But if you can get the system screwed
up, the enemy can be champing at the
bit to fight but unable to do anything.
That combination” has proved effective.
Along with ARVX’s growing capabilitics
and the spread of the war into Cant-
bodia, Abrams' quick-strike tactics are
responsible for making South Viet Nam
much more secure from Communist at-
tack than in 1968.

Abrams works i the huge headquar-
ters building of- MACV (Military As-
sistance Command, Viet Nam), next to
Saigon’s airport. He is at work at 7:30
a.m. seven days a week. In his map-
lined office he dips regularly into one
of the cigar humidors that surround
“him. He confers three or four times a
weerk with U.S. Ambassador Ellsworth
Runker, three times with General Cao
Van Vien, the South Victnamese chief
of staff, and even more often with his in-

- telligence oflicer. Whenever he can, he

choppers to the field and once a month
flics to Bangkok, 1o visit his wife.

After leaving the office, Abrams of-
ten plays a game of badminton with an

aide and then retires to his “modular
housing unit 100 yards from the hcad-

(13
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quarters compound. He seldom attends
parties, and one of his aides claims he
has never seen the rumpled genceral in
his dress greens. After dinner, he some-
times reads, wsually history; his last
books were two volumes of James T.
Flexner’s biography of George Wash-
ington and’ Catherine Drinker Bowen's
history of the 1787 Constitutional Con-
vention, AMiracle at Philadelphia. More
often, "he switches on his stereo, fre-
quently so loud that visitors have to
ask their host to turn down the volume
in order to hear him. :

A B (-]

His taste in- music runs from Wag-
ner to Welk, but he is especially fond
of the cldssics, which may help explain:
why the Armed Forces Radio Network
doubled its classical programming soon
after his promotion. Abrams often uses
musical termis and once managed to out-
line his whole battle plan for Viet Nam-
with a musical analogy. “A great con-

. ductor will rehearse his orchestra until

all the members are skilled enough to
do a perfect.job. That’s the way a mil-
itary operation should be regarded. An
“air strike or a round of artillery must
come at an cxact moment, just as in a
symphony one streke of a drum must
come at an exact millisecond of time.”
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HE current allied offensive got start-
ed after military analysts v arned that
the Communists were engaged in the

‘greatest overland supply cflort of the

Jincreases after the monsoon sea-

Viet Nam War. Men and material were
being transported, they said, over the
route that had long since become a
kind of guerrillas” Appian Way in South-
east Asia: the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The
U.S. has been interdicting the trail since
1964, and last week completed its 122nd
consecutive day of intensive bombing.
The holocaust has frequently slowed
down the Communists but scems in-

capable of stopping them.

. The trail is like a 4,000-mile spider
web, a tangled maze of routes

ranging from Jyard-wide foot- I~
paths to short sections of gravel- ;-
paved highway two lanes wide. |
The system threads westward out
of three North Vietnamese pass-
es (the Mu Gia, Ban Karai and |
Ban Raving), which cut through .
the Annamesec mountains, then f
loops south and cast for "200 ;
miles, reaching a width of 50 ¢
fniles at some points. Studded
with lumpy hillocks, the trail net-
work cuts through the precip- f
itous terrain and dense, triple-
canopied jungle growth. t
. - .

Traffic down the. trail always -

son ends in September or Oc-

tober. It reaches a peak from

February to April, the last months when
supplies can leave the north and still
reach their destination before rains again
make the roads impassable.in May. This
year the trail’s cargo has bccome more
vital than ever to the Communists. Since
last March, they have been denied the
use of the Cambodian port of Kom-
pong Som, where. some 75% of the
war material for all of South Viet Nam
used to be shipped by sca. Thus, except
for what they can forage, the some 400,-
000 Commiunist troops in southern Laos,
Cambodia and South Viet Nam are al-
most totally dependent on the trail for
their supplies and reinforcements.

Troop infiltration, which has run as
high as 17,000 2 month in the current
dry season, is hardest to detect. Re-
cruits are marched single file along foot
trails at intervals o] five yards, each wear-
ing camouflage greenery. The trip takes
between three and five months with oc-

BT, AR BB R e

The I‘Hd:spenscble Life!mc,

e

"52 Stratofortresses.

ST AT B TR T L M L el

S e e -

caslonal stops in prlmmvu way stations
for rest and resupply. The attrition rate
due to discase, bombing and descition
runs as high as 15%; yet Hanoi keeps
sending Iuplacements

Truck traffic is equally relentless, Fach
night a fleet of some 1,000 convay
trucks rolls out from hiding placcs in

limestone caves and bunkers and moves

south. Each driver covers the same 15-
to 40-mile stretch of road again and
again until he can negotiate it blind-
folded. There is a reason for that: head-
lights must be dimmed or even doused
for much of the trip because of ma-
rauding aircraft. At the end of his run,

CO!MAMUNIST SOLDIER IN LAOTIAN WILDEFNESS

a driver unloads his cargo at = transfer
point and heads back for more. Each sec-
tion, called a binh tram (logistical sup-
port) system, is under a separate com-
mand. “The man who runs a binh tram
system is Mr. Greyhound,” says a U.S.
Air Force officer. “He says ‘Send them
down’ or ‘Hold them.”” Shipping time
for any one load: about two months.
P [ ]

To cut off that antlike flow, the U.S.
has committed more than half of its air-
power in Indochina to missions over
th¢ trail—about 380 sorties on an av-
erage day during the dry season. The
raids are conducted by fighter-bombers,
C-119 and C-130 gunships and giant B-
Often they riust
dodge fire {from some 3,000 artillery em-
placements scattered along the trail. In
addition to pilot reconnaissance, the Air
Force is rclying increasingly on an ar-
senal of electronic gudgetry developed

VALY PG RN DL T T LA L

.and acoustic,

to see and hear through darkness and
vegetation. Two gadgets that have re-
cently come to public altention in con-
gressional testimony:
P Igloo White is an Air Force ground
sensor system modeled on the Navy's
acoustic submarine detectors. The sen-
sors are dropped during overflights and
either catch in tree branches or bury
themselves in the ground. Two main
types have been uscd: seismic, which de-
tect. ground movements cansed by mov-
ing trucks and even marching soldiers,
which use tiny micro-
phones so sensitive that they can clcar-
ly transmit human voices (several con-
versations have been picked up among
Communist {roops discussing how to dis-
mantle the sensor). Information from
the sensors is relayed by planes
to ground-based monitors sta-
tioned in South Viet Nam, who
radio the coordinates to an air-
craft for bombing.
» Pave Way is a targeting sys-
tem usmg the laser beam. Once
an object has becn identificd, an
. aircraft equipped with Pave Way
can “fix” it with a brilliant laser
light, then releasc bombs that
are fitted with special Jight-seek-
ing devices. The bombs are au-
tomatically guided to the laser-
illuminated target.
The net cffect of this massive
effort, by the U.S. military’s own

of . the Communists’ supplics
from reaching the South. As a re-
sult of the air campaign, U.S.
commanders believe, the Communists
must tightly ration their ammunition,
which helps keep the level of ﬁahtmn
down. Of course, the Communmts hd\c
the advantage most of the time of
being free to set their. own schedule,

for attack. “We make him pay a
price for every ton,” says an Air’
Force spokesman about the enemy.

“But he never runs out of roads. It
]ust drives you nuts.”

The only way to eliminate traffic com-
pletely on the trail, military authorities
argue, is to cut it on the ground. That,
of course, may well be the ultimate
goal of Operation Dewey Canyon I1.
The very fact that a ground operation,
with all the risks it involves, is deemed
desirable by military experts is a trib-
ute to the Communists’ herculean ef-
fort to keep the trail open as well as
an admission that even the most mod-

"ern airpower has its limits.

LN S e VG R
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hame of It All
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. . . S
‘.~ Nicholus won Hoffman

“The Army is spending $3 million on prime-time TV

spots to sell young men on joining up, This may be the
uliimate test of Madison Avenug’s elficacy. Who knows,
mayhe they can do it. If they gould sell lung cancer why
ehowldn’t they be able to merchandise 2 bullet in the
head or loss of a leg? - : :
© What might these ads contain? They could have Gen-
“eral Westmoreland doing a voice-over about pride in
the military uniform while the video shows us reruns
of thosg’ American soldiers disguised as civilians sneak-
Jing into Cambodia. Then they might cut to Melvin Laird
snickering about the incident al a press conference,

If it exists, there's another piece of film foolage thal
.would go nicely with the pride in the uniform spiel:
‘shots of the dead American soldier stuffed jnto a South
Vietnamess

"+ When the Russiang invaded Czechoslovakia it was

“gome days before the Russian people were lei in on it

the same holds for ug. We had a better chance of learn-
‘fng what was going on by tuning in on a shortwave
.radio -end dialing Honoi or Peking than Washington.
The Pentagon had embargoed its shame.

i With Laos it has dove so for years. The lying, the
misrepresenting, the playing cute with words and tech-

-, nical expressions have been going on for 15 years. In

“the spring of 1839, when we'd already been in Laos for
“four years, Walter S. Robertson, Eisenhower’s assistant
tsecretary of state for Far Eastern alfairs, told a IMouse
tsubcomrnittes that we were subsidizing the entire cost
. of the Royal Taotian Army “for oue sole reason, and
_that is to try to keep this little country from being
‘{aken over by the Communists.” | a
_ Ten years later Willlam H, Sullivan,
“assistant secretary of state for BEast Asian aund Pacific
" affairs, told the Senate we wele secretly borabing Laos
. in order to re-establish operation of the 1962 Geneta
“agreemaent concerning that country’s neutrality. - This
week’s line is that we're doing it 1o save our hoys’ lives,

The impression Nixon seeks lo give is we've only
started bombing and sending in our horde of armed
- South Vietnamese househoys after years of patiently

- Se

. uniform being bootlegged back across the
~border frosn Laos. : ’ :

Nixon's deputy

WASEIIG 10}
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ide vioiate Laos ncutrality. This is
so much twaddle,- . _ e

In 2N likelihood we violated Taos® hieutrality Jong be-

for Henoi did. We can’t -be absolutely sure hecause

* most of the half-way reliable inforination we have about

what goes on in thaf couniry comgs from the other

: side. Washington has never come clean about the alle-

. bese at Pa Thi in norvthern Laos for tha ]

gations that the CIA has pulled two coups d'etat there
and has twice given out completely frapduleut stories
" that Laos was being invaded by North Vietnam when
it wasm't. That was in 1959 and in 1951 '
- What is beyond.dispute is that in 1984-—seven yeats
ago--the United States began aeriel heavy hombeard-
ment of Tzos. The best estimeles ligld that we've
dropped more tonnage on this poor dSuntry than on
either North or South Vietnam. By 1958 we had a radar
urpose of guid-
ing our borabers on their runs into North Vietnam. The
current South Vicinamese invasion represents the third,
fmercenary army we've had in there, the first belng a
“Yarge force of Meo {ribosmen and the sgeond the Thal
Army. . o R
Trampled on and invaded Dby Vietnam, North and
South, Thailand, China and the United States, this

- innocent country has been turned into the Belgium of

‘the Far Rast, decimated and ruined because it had the
misfortune to sit on strategically intcresting terrain.
Decimeted isn't too strong a word, The bost figures we
have say that 600,000 people or cuie quarter of the Lio-
tian population have. been turned into refugees by our
borbardment, One hundred and filty thousand were
turned into wandering, hoineless wretches in 1269
alone. (See The I]Ldoc'}z a Story, by the Commitiee of
-Concerned Aslan Scholars, Bantam, 1970, $1.25)
Here is a descripiion of what's beent done to a parl
of the country thal’s nowhere near the Ho Chi Minh
trail and Novrth Vietnam's line of. military supplies
southward: “, . . It is an agony difficult fqy an out-

sider to imagine. American and Laotlan officials esti-

‘mate thal over the last 10 years 20 per cent of the pezo-
ple of northeastern Laos have died in these refugee
marches. The verdant lirestone mountains that seem
to have been liftad from, a delicate Chinese scroll are a |
cemsatery for 100,000 paazants! Random air sirvikes are’
always a threat; countless unexploded bombs lie scat-

“tered halt-buried in. the hills; exhaustion claims the

weaker marchers, epidemics, especially of measles, are
common; and, of cowrse, there is never enough food.”

(“The Laotian Tragedy; The Long Mareh” by Carl
 Strock, originally printed in The New Republic, quoted

-

here from Conflict in Incoching compiled by Marvin
and Susan Getilernan and Lawreitce and Carol Kaplan,
Random Ilouse, 1970, $8.65.) oo :

This is the reason for the mystery, Shame. This Is
the reason for embargoes on the news, for lrying to
keep reporters aid TV cameranien out. Shame. They're

. ashamed and they don’t want the world to know what

‘they've done, They try to hide it, erder our soldiers not
to talk, pul them in civilian clothes and wrap their dead
‘bodics ‘in, fofeign insignias, C ’
~But'the truth.will out and the truth is that our men
.are being ordercd to commit acts-too awlul to be scen
sdone-in the .uniform.of our country. v
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Tt Laos Post,
Sources Say
SAIGON, I'ch. 14 (AP)—"
American war planes mis-
takenly bomhed a US.
Central Intelligence Agen-
¢y base in Laos today, caus-
ing heavy casualties to CTA-
backed guerrilla forces

!
i

~ headquartered there, velia-
“ble sources reported.

]

"ithe size of

It was the second misfaken
“bombing reported in a week
during air operations fa Lros.

U.8. Air Force -4 Phantom
fighter-bombers were irying to
drive back a North Vietham-
ese attack when their bembs
dropped on the CIA compound
and airstrip at the Long
Cheng base, the sources said.
The base, 78 miles northwest
‘of Vientiane, is the headquar-
ters of Gén. Vang Pao’s CIA-
backed guerrilla army.

The informants told Asso-
ciated Press correspondent J.
T. Wolkerstorfer in Vientiane
tthat the American’ barracks
lwaq burned down and at least
one CIA agent was wounded.
Other bombs reportedly
started fires in Lnn" Cheng
town.

The U.S. Command in Sai-
;gon acknowladged that a flight
'of P4 Phantoms dropped
bombs short of the intended
‘enemy target. A ‘spokesman
said there were casualties to
Hann unknown  number  of

“friendly troops.” He said the

“incident was investi-

rgation,

Althouch the fighter-homb-
ers came from bases in Thai-
land, they ore under tur tacti-
cal control of the U.S! 7th Air
Force in South Vietnam.

A week ago, a UK. Navy
fighter-bon‘zber mistakenly
dr nppeo scores of tiny Bombs
and grenades

proved;

under

South |

&

WASEI

| massed along the border for a.

tdrive into Laos, Six men were
killed and 51 woundced.

.. The situation at Long
Cheng, the keystone of Lao-
tian defenses in the north cen-
tral scction of the country, ap-
peared to be worsening.

Vang Pao made an urgent
trip to Vientiane to seek rein-
forcements for the garvison
-but was reported to have been
turned down by higher author-
“ities. o

The U.S. -bombers were
called in after North Vietnam-
cse troops launched heavy
rocket, mortar and ground as-
saults against the Dbase. Somie
of them drove through the
|phumﬂter
| Reports from Vientiane said
clements of at least two North
Vietnamese divisions, t{otaling
about 6,000 troops, have sur-
;rounded Long Cheng,

Vang Pao is repmted o'
have about 6,000 Mco tribes-
men_ under his command in
the Long Cheng avea plus two
Thai artillery batteries -

O’q PON.&-
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A Saigon spokesman said
Highway 9 “is drivable but in-
secure.” Units in the ficld re-
ported that the highway was
mined in several spots, further
endangering the armored col-
umn.

South Vielnamese spokcs-
men in Quangtri, one. of the

rear ~operational bases, said
1343 North Vietnamese had
been killed in the drive.

UPI reported {rom Saigon:
that the commander of South’
Vietnamese forces in Laos
said Sunday that his {roops are
prepared to slay there until
the Ho Chi Minh Trail is shat-
itered. “It will not be a short

Vang Pao iz re polthd to. bel

considering whether to make
a last ditch stand at Long
Cheng or to withdraw into the
hills.

In southern Laos, other U.S.
hombers roamecd across the
‘east-west axis of the Ho Chi
Minh Trail attacking North
Vietnamese mountain hideouts
overlooking Highway 9 on the
approaches to the town of S
pone.

South  Vieinamese head-
quarters said the main column
was within 12 miles of Scpone,
{256 miles from the Vietnamese
|border. South Viefnamese re-

‘connaissmcc teams have been

Imoving in and out of the dev-
astated town, and infantrymen

ihnvc been’ pﬂtlolht’l" to the
'north and south to sccure the
lanks.

Associlated  Press  corre-
spondent dlichael Putzel re-
ported {rom Quang{ri in:
northern South Vietnam that'
South Vietnamese- convoy°1
'were remaining south of the!
border, the third successive
day w lthout a border crossing.
This led to speculation that
the North Victnameses had cut
Hl”fh\wy hehing the advanc-
ing South Vietnamese lanks

and armored personnel car-|

poriod,” said T4, Gen. Hoang
Xuan Lam, when questioned

by newsmen about the dura-
tion of South Vietnamese
land opegrations in Leos. “We
will stay walil the Ifo Chi
Minh Trail complex is comn-
pletely paralyzed” Lam’s
statemnent  at Khesanh ap-
peared to be contradictory to”
annouhcements by South Viet-
namese President Thicu. Ile
has said the South Vielnamese
planncd a Laotian (m‘pmr’n
.of “limited duration.”
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_* 0 This was followed by ¢
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; ]3) “PANAY ARBUCKI
: Speeial to The Star
VIENTIANE --—-'Lor:g C}‘“
U‘e American headouarls 3
northorn L‘oa, has e
d md%d as'a re;

. 'mlurﬂ on: bozr
. pTd” | .

. .&rmc m and Lao officia
yeporting yesterday's incidents,
'Icm sad the mc-du.al ywar

a
mulkl) positica a‘.ex'u wsing the

Airsirin was overrun and a Leo

/105 mn. ]12"\"111(‘1‘ vas dotroyed.

Houses iu: the Ceptral Imull

genee A'fom__, cmnyovnrl woere

damoger, hut Amcrican ol

. toring equipnient, unnlumtlo.l
and fyel dun‘-ps swrvived.
Casuallies ere repavted {o
at least 30 dand and move tha
100 \"ou:ced. Mozt casualiic
were eivilians, and ©

o h

FENOA
S

wom O

otic Ameri-
Can was reported wouided,
SWe don't know )‘.t\.hox,,b
responsible for whal damage,”
a U.S. Bmbassy <4)e‘\ﬁ<ma«1< i
when asked \.num the damage
was caused by the sappors. or
the &ir strike, but it ar*ye:m.d
that most of (he casualties re- |
-sulted from the bombing. |

Mertars Launch \i.x.ck

Officials gave t’ltb s\,qu 1ce
of events::

The sapper attcC\ b:gan at 4
a.m, 3estc‘ doy with “very ac-
curaie” moctar § h\,lul‘l‘r
an as-
isaalt by an estimated 160 Novth
Vielnamese. About s0m aintes of
combat followved in svhich the
Moo troops  defending Tong
Cheng, “according to ULS. ofli-
clals, f wght vety well.”

By 5:30 a.ni the alisivip was
clas rcd of Comynunist hoops
-and T3 dl\,
bn elng aivpowe

Bedr. It

93]

ot ing {h
ould ot "App?bvedl For Relddse: 2‘601

Bt 1

. stone

ors ook off, o

. “O wer aive !
“ealled for, a Uf&f, oLi
'"his assistaiice wag
o Ulu“ 4 p Il". nes, @
An Amciiean on'the gro 1*.1 in
ong Cheng fived a marker
ﬂuu., cavsing one I'4 to drop A
stick of howbs on Long Ch n'f
“lin error,

Yoy
!

Palrols Pur

The fighling
n m., wilh
J pushing sout

Seurces said the 1 g
namese rocket and mortzr fire
appfncntly ‘..ls direnled cxelu-
Vsively at the US. compound
where 20 Americans are living.
MThe American I’G’ISCS Luilt of

and wood, went up

flames. }‘c“umcd ware

ceased ab 6:19
guerrilla salrols
7 alter the suppers.
North Vh—.t-

~

ficers qual tm the American,
Cleb and the Jie Amevica 108
ta'mnt

tie Amevican who was \w]ld-
ed was hit by shrapnel noru an
$2 mum. mortar vound. )
The .\mc“c:ﬂ.:s sought shelts
in a partially by n»t bunker,
The civilian cas

o

action fuses on the bombs, The
Mcos in the village were not
aware that tha bembs whichhad
dropped without expleding w routld
explede leter, and gD WEre sur-
pnmrl by {he del ayed action,

QILI

einfore

Ofn De
iNa Champas
Souvanna Phouima say Lao rein-
forcements are heing sent to
Long Cheng, but 1.A0 Sources
close to Scuvauna 4 eny t(xl‘:.

They say the only available

|t1uopa helong to Gen. I\oumamh
tand Gen. J.omqﬂ.onc the 5th and

a

srd Military Reglon con amand- |

“ers. They are vivals for the scon
to hocome vacant post of avimy
commander  in cn?ef, a job
‘which, in view of Souvanna’s
shalky pm fon, Lu-ﬂu leadtothe

‘prf-‘.m ship, Bocause of this,
‘they are unwilling to comnnt
{rocns, .
“Tong Cheng s an American
alfair anys ,," a i.a0 ,mu_my of-
ficer said, vell he opinion

in
tho of-

altics eppar-
en‘ly restlted flO"l the delayed. i3

fense M ﬁsm ‘S)ccuk i
L and Premier
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2 Al
e ‘;G.’lg Ch-’“g base Is 1 1'] by ~Th iS iS_ tha sscond tim

]
o

ag Lhen ina
th, CIA. IE_‘ is {he hc?d\‘mutus hat sappers have C;tCi‘Cd
for two U.S. operations, ene of fhe bnbe. It is rod\et d frequent-
tier intellizence gathering. 1yv‘.150 ’
- Leiig Cheng houses menttoring ~ Each time Long F Ch 1eng is hit,
e u,xpm ent ft" hote.xmff to Ha- moradlco flow an 1 110 soldicrs
mot's  communications in. North oftrmgo wich their fk-'mhea
Vielnam and Lao:. A veritable s the Mee ¢ z Cheng,
forest ¢f aorials, rises from tl fle hice fuit Long Cheng
Ameriean Ec:m sound at ¢ ":}m"i the a' £apital, they ‘move seuth-
d L 5= L ~'~ ) N
of Long me s e ceast, leaving the way open fol

Jear

q
O

2l &ivsivip.

CIA “c"sc fol(.l.‘l> dos llefn IT"mm to hit \an? wag &nc
sréfugees, recrvil spies fo relom .chgxt{ﬁn‘e AT : o
Ao enemy-held territory and run, b I8 virtuslly certain thet the
various benefit projects such as) ‘,r““nl’b]”‘ and. ineificient Lao
a pavachute factory for ampu- venecels will not be able to stop
teos, [tm, Cegpunpnists, unh“puy Lao

. atnla °
lM second CIA operalicain” O tliziy ""{."“’ ay, beezuso
ves Ih'mlf"'apuulwm' ary ma\y <olr_.1uw_.s_ 'aze tired and
oo: ration, ’\IJNaIy men working I'-.J“ L 7 n to fight ov the genor-
for the agency lead teams on <0 =77 ln“”r B
ground sr.bo.age _Inissiong in '
and ¢ven fo \01 h Viet- ' -7
hmfe fuTl com- ’
Cl_/u
_coiy wmkr at- Levg, l/
Clicnz s he Cia stahox chi f :
dnot the leadar vf the Meos, Cen,
{| Van Pao, U.S. sourees say,
il The .CIA appa: .
Jthe war b .
JJobnson adn lu'wl:‘luO] wanted T
to hide U.S. involvemecut inthe ”“
Lactian war, This made it im- R
nazalble to uwse US. nmilitary . .

who, Americaus say, would nec
niove pevsennel.

American officials here say
Prasident Nixon continued lo use
the agency, because to'put U.S. R
wilifary forces inte Laos would '
ihe coatrary to his Indechina
withdeawal poiley. ’

And the use of the CIA allow ed - .
the administration to stop gena-
tois worried of Amcnc m-l
volvement  from probing tooj’
~\':r'\‘l}ly l‘ V l .

The {all of Long Cherg would .
o the U.S. In a difficult posi-

S the U.S. command will

sed: by t,ub Taotinns fOL

leads, traind

and othe“ trihal : P
wpt, te Blame :
B .r'}ll, cut .
i Ssz/w 'nr>t‘.<:'“u od
;Juqt how dezply the North Viet- .
namese hau, ~1a ted tue
Mco InlI co“- 1 !Eca ad .
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. By I'Homc‘s B. Rosc

S Sun-Times Bureau

e WASHINGTO\I — The U.S. involvement in
[L'los far from being a new development, ‘has
a longand costly history.

*The State Departmeat acknovledﬂed in
heavxly censored testimony released last year
by the Senate, Foreign Relations Committee,
that the United States spent more than $1 bil-
Jion in Laos between 1962 and 1969. It-also lost
.“00‘ men, dead or missing, and 350 planes.

Before that, it is reliably estimated, anoth-

- er half a billion dollars were expended in se-
cret operations dating back to the French
wnhdlawal in 1954 :

~The  U.S. government has conswtently
souaht to conceal its role in Laos and the
Nixon administration has faithfully followed.
-the practice since the start of the incursion
Into Laos last Monday.

- “There are no U.S. ground troops or ad-
visers being committed to the ARVN (South
Vietnamese army) operations in Laos,” says

. White House press secretary Ronald L. Zieg-
ler.

+ The statement appears on qu1ck reading to
be all-inclusive, but on closer study turns out
to concede the possibility that U.S. military

- and paramilitary personnel may have been

- “committed” to other operations in Lzos.

(/ * In fact, army Special Forces teams and
Central Infelligence Agency units have been "
fn: 1465 Tor several years. Most have been
operating on the old battlefield in northern
Laos but somg. have been — and evidently
still are — in the immediate vicinity of the
South Vietnamese incursion,

- The CIA has been invelved in Laos since

. the late 1930s. Its-first major undertaking was
to support € Gen. Phoumx Nosavan chxef of the_

-

.

Approved For Release 2001/03/04

‘/) /'“,‘. // "’}ff\\”

L o L N
; :,;‘ I N E ! Tf/ ﬂ’ ;) Folo 7[ ‘1, 4
S 5&;!/ ij L / } ,.If u'{{/ )‘L} ,j /}/[

CIA RDP80-0 T“%-BIH{&O

]{/[j ey b Etk;\

«—«4\.
,

HIEN

s o 4 o a1

royal L aot‘an axmy, "ho scmcht to undbrmme X
neutralist Prince Souvanna Phouma, then and
now the prime minister. |

When President John F. Kenncdy too} of- "

- fice in 1981, the general’s troops were being -

routed by the Communist Pathet. Lao and the
North Vietnamese. The fall of Vientiane, the
capital, seemed imminent. S
One of Kennedy’'s first of fticial acts was to
ask his military advisers te draw up a plan_

" for saving Laos. They recommended the in-

troduction of U.S. and, if possible, other for-

“eign troops. But he could not get assurances

from the Joint Chiefs of Staif that U.S. forces
would be able to repel the Communists with-

" out resort to tactical nuclear weapons.

And so, Kennedy shelved the military plan

" and launched the diplomatic initiative that

led to the 19562 Geneva (Switzerland) accords, '

- establishing Laos as.a newfral nation with a .

coalition government, including the commu-
nists. :
North Vletnam however, quickly vxolateo
the agreement and the United States followed

- suit, expanding its CIA and ~military oper-

ations,

By 1969 the U.S. involvement was so deep
that Sen. Stuart Symington {D-Mo.), who con- |
ducted the inquiry for the Foreign Relations
Committee,. expressed fear that the United
States had become commatted to Laos ‘sur- ;
vival. ‘

But leham H. Sullwan - deputy assxstant

~ secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific ™

“affairs, insisted: “Curreatly, we belicve we
have no commitment in Laos. Our aCthIla‘
could be reversible today.” .
Symington retorted: “Don’t let’s get into a
square dance about it, a semantic square
dancﬂ ” ) <
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- . Rockeis Hit Laotian Base
VIENTIANE, Laos, TFeb. 13
. (AP)-—Five enemy rockets hit
‘ Long Tieng during the night,
killing one Laotian and wound-
. ing one. -
_ - Several buildings weve dum-| -
aged al the base, which is /
supported by the United Stutes}” 7 .
* Central Intelligence Agency
and is the headquarters of
_Gen, Vang Pao’'s Meo guerrilla
Carmy. . :
Refugees continued to leave
- Long Tieng, but authoritative
sources sald reports that 20,000
to 30,000 were fleeing the city
were greatly exaggerated,
) : . They said refugees also were
) leaving Ban Na, Sam Thong and
other towns in the area south-
‘west of the Plaine des Jarres,
with the total number of
refugees possibly approaching
- those figures.

Later reports told.of ground
fighting and continued shelling
around Long Tieng during the
day. Long Tieng is 78 miles .
north of Vientiane. :

Several planes of Air Amer-
ica, a private airline whose .
principal client is the C.LA,
took ground fire in the Long
Tieng area. Pilots asked for
tactical air support from the
United States Air Force. Some
pilots were said to be refusing
to fly into the area unless they
got such support. .
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. By Peler A Jay .
Wash{ngton Post Forelgn Service
VIENTIA\E Feb, 13—In

Vlentmncs Waltay Alrport

thoere is a small sign above

{he immigration counfer
.with 1this quotation frow
Buddha “Halred mnever
cease by hatred al any
time . . . Hatred ceases by
"love. 'J‘his “is the etezml
law.”

It is a hopcful little sign, '

-8 peaceful credo for =2
‘Budghist people not much
given to war, and it is
thoughtfully wntten in ¥ng-
lish and Trench, as well as
Y.ao." But dmphe the Bud-
dha's elernal law,
. gocs .on in'T.aos ae it-has for
,the past 10 years, and the
sprospects for an cnd to it
ook diramer than they have
i’ some timne.
© ¢ would go so far as to
say the situation is desper-
‘ate,” s: nd an American offic-
fal: who i the past has tend-
ed’ to put a bright face on
most events here. |

The troubles facing the
nc\mallsl government- of
Prince ‘louvmm Phourma,
in the eyes of most diplo-
mate heré the last hope for
even a token slability in
Laos, are at least threefold.

Thme is the border incur-
slon. A week ago, Soul
Vietnamese, troops drove
.dcross the fronticr into the

'rugged, misty border coun-’

Ary southeast of here to at-

tack North Victnamesec sanc-

“tuary areas that had been
thelc for a decade. The
mave brought the Vietnam
w‘n; divectly and irrevocably
‘intp Laos, which already
had a war of it own.

‘there is the deteriorating

military situation in the
northern half of ILaos.
About 90 miles north of

hClC the Communist Pathet
Lao and their North Viet-
namcsc allies are massing
ageinst the government out-
post of Tong Cheng.
Tong Cheng, built and
- supported by the U.S. Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency,
ha$ been thie center of the
gox;mumont' war effort in
nosthern Laos. Tt is widely
betieved here that the bdse

the war,

' STATINTL M5

Fma]lv thc1e is the col

“lapse of the government’s’

hopes for peace talks—or at
least “talks about talks” that
coyld evenlually lead to se-
rious negotiation aygd an end
1o ‘hostilitics. ATthounh pre-
‘lifdinary discussionsdpst {all
ghvie 1ise to a flicker of opti-
‘mitm  about peace talm,
progress toward negotiation
- has'halted in recent weeks.
One - of the

diplomdts‘ as well as Journal-

‘igls, is that it is all but im-

pos<1ble to travel ahout the
country and find out first-
hand what is going on.

So the capital serves as a
whispering posl, where in-
formation bhoth solid 'ma
shaky is constantly ftraded
and the 3011111“11;13 bu//md
from emnbassy to cmbassy
serve as cross pollenaters of
rumor. -

The conventional wisdom
here is that the Soulh Viet-
‘namese invasion of the o
{Chi Minh Trail, mildly pre-

tested by Souvanna
Phoura, may actually have
strengthened the premier's
hand.

For most of the pressure
on Sonvanna has come from

right-wing generals, most of |
(=}

them from the southern
provinces of Laos. who want
him to abandon his neutval-
ist position and to take a
stronger stand against the
Communists.

But the recurrvent talk of
a coup against Souvanna has
been .muted slightly by the
border operation.

“The
_pressure has heen taken off
them a bit by the South Vi-
etnamese,” said one foreign
military observer, not an
.Americen, “Of course,”. he
added, “a coup is really im-
possible unless the Ameri-
cans support it, and they've
made it crystal clear to the
generals that they won’t.”

The Amecricans are com-
pletely committed to Sou-
vanna and believe that only
chaos could follow him.

One source at the U.S. em-
bassy, asked what he would
do if the §9.year-old premier
skould die or resign,

“will be lost this year—-if n X \ 1 r
overrun, thnAp}pcl’z@NﬁGf F%ﬁ ﬁéﬂ@aﬁﬁ 2Qb§]d]ﬁla& m

. dou-“(

- said. |

difficulties
with the war in Laos,, for

- no.

generals feel the )

CJ\ON 3 E-Lz.;,

/// AL m for O/uz ‘sidleirs, U
/z./em 077;2

wier e g E 73‘
N 1/ f T 174
AL L,(“\ it
“He's in a Churchillian 3

mood,” said a friend of the
prince, “He’s got his back Lo
the wall now, but he's de-
cided to stand and fight, and
I think he's enjoying it.”

- The fall of Long Cheng,
ﬂlox']cl it ‘oceur, m'\y hnve
serious pohucal 1mphLanns
for Souvanna. :
. There - arc iudications,
however, that.ihe United
States prepared feo let the
basc---the  home of Gen.
Vang Pao and his CIA-
equipped. and trained guer-
rilla army of Mco hill coun-
try  {ribesmen---be  taken
without a last-ditch struggle.
“Tons of cquiprment have
‘been removed, several thou-
sand  civ 111(ns~ {he familie«

of the Meo soldicis—have
moved ount, and oty a hand.
ful of Americans now re-

main at Long Cheig, Air-

. craft based there arc flown

out at night-
Gen, Vang

premier this

inforcements

Fao asked the
week for re-
from the

Royal Laotian army,’a rag-

tag force, with an official
strength of 56,000, There was
indication today how .
much help, if any, hL will re-
ceive

It lS generally bchex ed in
Vientizne that Souvanna
could weather the loss of
TLong Cheng, but that aban-

donment! of the base would.

be a sdrious psychological
setback uom for the regular
army and for the \Ieos the
tough tribesmen who for
years have carried the brunt
of the fighting in Laos.

The critical period for the
base is beiwgen now and
the end of May,
rains begin in Laocs and the
Pathel I.ao have difficully
moving supplies. In the past,
the government has man-
azed to relake a certain
amount of territory in the
wet scason that it lost dux-
m" the dry.

‘Souvanna
lieved,
say,

“has ]onrf be-
his close associates
that a . satisfactory

. agreement ¢éould be reached

and mhaintained with the Pa-
thet Lao-—-led by “his half-
brother, Prince Souphanou-
voni—if it were not for the

th X

etnamese were considering

when the -

1&wmg Laos ﬂlonc, they’
can't now,‘tan they?” asked
a Europtad: diplomat I¢
cently. “With the South Vit
ctnamese tramping around
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
they’ll have to step up the
pressure  somewhere, and .
north T.aos.is the lmcly
place.” i

There has benn mmeeocd

skirmishing “avound the

yal capital of Luang I'ra-
(/?nﬁ 150 mikes north of Vi-

entiane, and speculation
that the Pathet Lao might
attempt to take the old city
and usg, the \1(‘:‘015* as a bar-
gamn,g point.in some subse-
quent negotiation.

This conjeciure reached a
high point se»plal days ago

© when the Soviet ambdssadoy

travelled to6 Luang Prabang
to talk with King Savang
Vallubana, the figurchdad
ruler whose forebears have
occupicd the throne since
the 16th Century.

The ambassador visited
the king to warn him lo
Jeave the city before the

main attack began; one
theory ran, But in t1 ue Lao-

tian fashion, thex fwas an
equally pooulat counter-
theory available: that the

visit was not to warn the

king, but to reassure him
that no attack was planned.
. Generally, the projection
offered by most resident
diplomatic observers here
{for Laos is simply more of
the same: a war that waxes
and wanes with the mon-
soon, but does not end. '
“This is still a sideshow to -
the real war,” a Western am-
bassadar said, “If we left it
up to the Laotians, they'd
end it. But until the Viet-
namese and’ the Americans
seltle things, there’s not
murh hope for peace hc,re."j'

Yotvanna Appoeals

For Talks With Ieds
VIENTIANE, Feb. 13 (AP)
--Premier Souvanna
Phoumarhas again called fort
serious discussions with his!
half brother, Pathet Lao
eador lece Souphanou-
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Reds Said To T alie CIA Bose

Laotian Town Contained

The United States is providing ed around a refugee cenfer
air support against Communizts| about 19 miles east of Long

Command Post Of]in the area but there were 10 Cjeng Thursday night but there

Meo Guerrillas
Lo build-ups.

Saigon, Feb. 12 (Reuter)—The!  Earlier this week American

new reports in Vlent;ane today | \were no reports of casualties,
of large-scale North Vietnamese

according to mililary sources,
Small clashes were reported

Central Intelligence Agency cen-| sources reported thal Long | elsewhere in the country be-|
ter for operations in Laos at;Cheng and the neighboring town| twveen North Vietnamese and
Long Cheng fell to the Northjof Sam Thong were beseiged by!-Laotian government iroops, in-

| Vietnamese tonight in a signifi-} a large number of Novth Viet-|cluding one near the highway
cant new escalation of the war namese troops. This could not!linking Vientiane with the royal

in Laos, reliable sources saidihe confirmed in Vientiane.
here. Sporadic shelling was report- Inorthwest.

A substantial movement of
‘refugees from Long Cleng sig-
nated the fall of the town, which
is 60 miles north of Vientiane, |
the administrative capital.

“ Long Cheng, ‘was the head-
. quarters of the CIA-backed Meg/

guerrillas of pro-governmen
Gen. Vang Pav.

The nearby basc and refugee
camp al Ssm Thong fell to
North Vietnamese and pro-Com
munist Pathet Lao troops last
year, but they later abandoned
it. ;

More Serious

But the news today is regard-
ed by observers in Saigon as
‘more serious, because of the
current incursion into southern
Laos by South Vietnamese
forces.

" There was little other infor-
mation here about the fall of the
town jusl south of the Plain of
Jars. The refugees began leaving
there five days ago.’ ‘

According to informed sources
in Vientiane, some women and
children still remained in Long
Cheng and stores were open.
Abouf 40,000 people live in Long
Cheng and hamlets along the
-valley. '

The CIA turned the once quiet
- town into a Meo base to direct
General Vang Pao’s operations
-[against the Communists.

s

capital-of Luang Prabang to the
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- The Vietnam war is in reality an Indochinese war, with Laos now receiving considergble

attention. In the following article, Guardian staff correspondert Wilfred Burchett traces, Tl e :
the Luotian struggle for independence aid self-deternination from 1935 to the present.. ii: ;‘ ; )

* By Wilired Burchett o S ST T C h (-"”/‘ i\l

; o S e Paris , Lo .

. Just 15 years ago, 1 was present at the birth of the i .

{Neo ‘Lao HakSat (NLHS), or Lao Patriotic Front. ) e g ¢

“Looking back, I realize it was an occasion of great . LY i"fi-‘ P
historical importance, » L merne . o o6 ;’I T v

It had taken many days on horscbac}i“from’ﬁ'."t"hp.‘ e . ) 5\11 a5 Eors
Vietnamese frontier to arrive at aljungle clearing, deéh in o R S L AN [
_ . Sam Neua provinde, where lhere were freshly built - i X

“bamboo halls and hostels for meetings and housinz  gpent in committee sessions, delegates \x'or}!::iiug out the -
delegates. : ) : best means of dmplementing decisions in:stheir local.
At that period, the political expression of the Pathet  greas, On Jan. 12 an appeal was approved at ancther
Lao armed forces was the Neo.Lao lisala (Free I:aos plenary session. A glance at some of the points of that
Front), which hed been formcg, in August 1945 to 1956 appeal testifies to the political wisdom and’

aanire Tt naninat . Tanmarece and th . W 1
organize an uprising against the Japuncse and th foresight ¢f Souphanouvong and his comrades.
- reranants of the old French coloniadist administration. ., . S .
When the French staged their comeback into Indoc}ﬁna, “Dengerous enemias” .. S oafin
3 e Ia teals nt wiral " ~ — . . . - ) )
it was the. Néo Lao Ttsala that organized and lpd the “The United States imperialists and pro-U.$: elements

3 .\ eyt . - Pla Y [ A 14 Y Tat- . . . . s

Carmed - resistance in -Laos. S.|c.:, oy Slf_v \;'/x-tn the V“'t(' are considering signing a U.S.-Laas military; pact....”
) A ) el . Viatminh znd — ; : e

n":mc.% and 'Camooc}un rLS‘-\“l';W, m1<, w_t‘m”migr:‘l; {The Katay government was preparing to’Sign such a

: U Girals e Ne tsqls coltt un he : . : .
Khmgr Issarak, the Neo Lao Itsala fought untii the 1¥5% ot which would have been a flagrant violation of the ™

. LN v . LI KON PR - v anloe o .
-.Genu.v:'.‘ Agreements ended the figmmg and glli‘.ru-.llk-pfi Geneva Agreements, but before this occurred, Katay was .
~.the independence of ca<,31_ of ‘h“‘th“"' countries oL replaced by prince Souvanna Phouma, in those days a
Indochina. ] - S o . pro-French neutralist. France was vigorously opposing
Becinning of U.S. activity o T an American takeover,] “In order to drag our country
. Beg .

B

into the aggressive SEATO blog,” continued the appeal,
“and to transform our country into a military base and
U.S. nco-colony, they are preparing. to rekindle the
Indochina war and condemn us to slavery and poverty.
It is clear fheir intentions are to sabotage peace and use
‘Laotians to figitt- Laotions’ to achiceve their bellicose
plans. U.S. imperialism and the pro-U.S. elements are the
most dangerous eaémics of our nation at the q,rescnt
time. T

“Under such circumstances, the immediate tasks for
the entire nation are: . L .

— “To unite in a broad, national united front to
strictly apply the Geneva Agreements: to promote peace,
‘independence; democracy and national reunificatiom, '

— “To consolidate and expand our people’s patriotic .
forces an make of them a solid source of support for our :
people’s political struggle. : <

— *To scek the sympathy and support of peace-loving .
people throughout the world.” . - :

The congress which set up the Lao Patriotic Front-
elected a central committed, headed by prince Sou-
phanouvong. After the conelusion of the meetings, the
deleates dispersed £ the four corners of Laos to set up
local branches of the NLHS. ’

To facilitate ceasafire in Laos and a political
scttloment Wwith the government set up by the French in
Vientiane, the Pathet Leo armed forees were to with-
draw from their main base areas and concentrate in the
two noithern pro'vinccs of Sam Neua and Phong Saly,
both bordering on North Vietnam, But in 1955, after a
visit by U.S. Secretury of State John Foster Dulles, the
right wing gevernmesnt in Vientiane under Katay violated
the ceasefire agreements by attacking Sam Neua in an.

“attempt. to exterminate the athet "Lao forces. This

"marked the beginning of attempts by successive U.S.-
backed right wing governments to physically destroy the
forces of the Laotian rdvolution, _ -
. By the time we were unsaddling our ponies in the

“first days of January 1956 at the jungle congress site, it
was - clear that the pattern unfolding in Laos was
“following that of South Vietnam, where Ngo Dinh Diem
at U.S. behest had already torn up a mjor part of the
“Geneva Agreements by refusing to hold the consultative

- conference to ariange the July 1956 nation-wide elec-
"tions. It was in anticipation of tough times ahead that a
“congress had been called to broaden the Neo Lzo Itsala
into a new body that could encompass the broadest

poééiblc scAc'tfc;vns" of the Laotian people' and m_o'oil'izc_ The ups a{xd downs of the struggle Fhat fono'wcd’ the
* . them for the tusks ahead. ) : agreements signed and torg up by various U.S. puppets

. . . e . in Vientiane: ainstakine efforts L NT S teaders
Under the cheirmanship of prince Souphanouvong, a in Vk:ﬂth.ﬂk., t}m pﬁu\&ﬂmﬂg cfforts _Df.‘t.h(,-I\L”S xu3du>
sturdy: figure deeply tanned froni-his 10 years of leading to bring about lasting nationyl reconciliation; the cioak-
n N ] z ) (e * - Y H o 1 1 I} N oL 2 oy gt
-the anmed struggle, delegates ol the various political, = and-dagger U.S. intervention in Luos before the stage of
relicious, racial and social groups presented reports or open aggression—all. this has been discussed in detail and
- & >y O N < o . . o ) T NN " At i N "
7 commented on the various documents that had been documented in my book, “The Second fndochina War,”
. A A . .~ L. . latae tlha S g T
~.drafted. It was on the night of Jan. 6, 1956, at an which a1§o fL-lJtL-b the story of the coups and ‘counter J
~unforgdttable outdoos meecting in the lizht of flaming  €OUDS of the’ CIA and the local U.S. puppets against
. neutralist regimes. - T ’

barboo torches, that the formation of a new front, the

Ne 20 Haly Sat, was gngsouncad he gheering ) : ’ L
ey s ABBraVed FHE Reldese 2501/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6
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I&ey LISC ayne, Yla., .‘[*cb 12 ( peuﬂ)-’lha White House denjed again today
that any American ground combat troops or advisers w are involved in the South Vl"’t»-

namese invasion of Laos, but refused to comment on w ncLher there wc‘le any “elandes- -

/.

e

-y

‘i)

.

-also~said thal the

“I'm not. going to discuss intel oy

sligence opeérations” in Laos, spith
“Presidential Fress Seerebary Ron-

‘ald Ziegler. *"The operations .. .|

do not apply to ARVN (South

“Vietnamese Army) operations In
the southern p'mhanulc (of Laos).

" They ere not in any way relative
Y

to_southern Laog.”
7.t Training the Guerrillas

* 'There have long beer rumors—
:f:cc«vcntlv «lenied by the Penta-
pon and the White Housc—thal
Green Perets and CIA 9&011(‘2 are
in Laos fo tzem guerrillas of the
Royal Laos Army. In a Senate sub-
committee report last week, Sen.
Edwerd M. Keimedy (D-Mass)
“charged, and the Stale Depart:
“ment did not entirely deny, that
up to half the U.S refugee =id
funds for Laos were being spent
" by the.CIA {o train Lactlian guer-
~rillas. -

Besides denying any  involve-
ment of American rxound combat
forces in T.nos, the White House
South Viet-
namese operetions thcu posed
“abxolute]y no threat” to Com-
‘munist China. This was in re-
sponsc to reports yesterday from
‘Vientiane that TLaotian Premier
“Souvanna Phouma feared Red
j Chinese intervention if it ap-
peared that South Vietnamese
troops might be on the verge of
cutting the o Chi Minh Trail.

Zxc(lels remarks on

o

¢
v

Laos

“| tine United States intelligence opﬁ) vtions going on in that Lountr Y.

.

og.“me when he wus asked about
102; io and tc]cv;sxon reports i‘zom
Sgigon that U.S, trocps had been
seen across the border in the
arca of South Vielnamese opera-
tione ABGC Radio reportéd that

the body of an American soldier
wearing n South Vietnamese
uniform had been evacualed from
Jaos. A filin report on CB3
showed U.S. troops bheing landed,

apparenily inside Laos, 1o gmud

2 downed helicopter.
Reporis Are “Distorted”

“Films can alw ays be mislead-
ing,” Ziegler said, “I have said on
munv occasions that there are no
u.s. ground combat forees or ad-
visers in the ARVN operations in
Laos. We would have no motiva-
tion to state that policy as cate-
gorically as we have stated it,

and”then follow snoiher policy.”

Ziegler said thathlU.S. military®
officials in Saigonwwere investi-
gating {he televisita and 1’a(ho_.
reports. But, he cnﬁm:ued We
are not staling policy and then
atlerapting to move through litile
loopholes in that pelicy. I\CpOLLS
that suggesl the comtrery ave
somewhat d*stozted Our pollc
has been seitled and -will be fol-
lowed all the way dovgn the line.”

At the gsamé time, Zizgler vead
a little lecture to newsmen i
co'mccho‘l Mvith  press  reports
from Laos: “Tt is not justifiable
that those who can communicate -
to the American pe ople suggest
that the American government is
stating one policy and follomn”
another.”

© «  =~Frank Jackman
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3 B B *_' By TILIMAN DURDIN
Spectelto Thz New Yor Tlots : - . T .
- v VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb. M—ldanonstrated yc:,tcrday by ibL =
Laos (1(‘01'116(’. a state of emer-iq ‘dopf_lcn of a CO‘HIHU"\IUUL’, )
_ |gency today and transferred jn-idealing with the incursion this: an .
{ternal sccurity matlers fromlweck into Laos by South Viet- A C
{the police to mnu‘m} ‘officers.[namese  troops. ~The com-
. 1A Government sta temf‘nt sald|{muniqué was. in’ roughly the g oG
that the Chdn”e had B"*‘lt‘lm nisame terms as those uzed Mon-
-bec.ause of “recent <1 velop-iday in a declaration” by Tre- "
ments in the military ﬁltllutm] micr Souvanna PHOU]:M‘ . e
‘his’ has been marked by| The communiqué said that o .
moun{mo pressure “from Coni-lthe incursion had viol;;"t:_z(l the l
. munist troops in nor thern L.aos,!Geneva  agreement of "1962,
where the royal capital ofjwhich called for no foreizn
Luang Prabang, and the Samlivcops in Laps, but said that .
Thoyg-Long Tieng arca 80 milesjthe incursion had becn a con- . . .
north of Vientiane are threal-{sequence of coutinuous viola- -
ened.. o ftions by North Vietnamese B -
Long Tieng is the base for anjiroops, L L
. Ty of frregulars that is main-| 7The declaration of a state| ‘
tained by the United Statesiof emesrgency, signed by Prince| -
Cenfral Infelligence Agency.  |Souvanna Phouma, gave Gen.
_The order for an emargency,|Quane Rathikowne, commandery ot : .
dem ded upon at a Cabincljof the armed forces, tha power,
maeting yesterday, gives In-to take moasures necessary for
creased powers to the militaryjeeneral seeurity throughout La-
but falls short of martial law.|os, .
Over-all authority remaing ia A high Govemment s0UrCe .
the ha 1(1* of the civil authord-{said that the state of emer-
,‘txee waded by the Premier|gency would jnereasd  discle
Princc Souvanna Phouma. pline dna fdcilitate rmblLa-
[ The order is balie aved to 16p-ition. . o ) :
resent a compromise helween The government order cau-
the Premier and more militaut tioned the people against be-
civilians and military officers!ing unduly excited by the move
who thinkthat his maintenance a and eaid “events are notl dm-
of a rieutralist stance and his matic.” . . :
sporadic peace negotiations _ . " E
with the Communist-led Pathet .. .
Lao have weakened the Gov-
. ernment’s prosecution of the .
‘ fvar. . o ) .
As a result of the comgro- C
mise, ohsgrv ers . hzre Dbeliove . : -
that Government unity has ’
been improved at & time of
crisis, Tlie obscw 15 especially
note that talk about a 110hhst

takeov& has ctogprcl.
'lhe umLy of the cubinet vas

Bl - ——— e

RR—
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-~ VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb, 11

With ¢nemy forces threatening

‘the Government strongpoints of

-Bam Thong and Long Tieng,

;20,000 to 30,000 civilians arc

‘reported on the move from the

€ . ared ncar the Plaine des Jarres,
80 miles north of here.,

. They are zamong the 225,000

\relugees being fed, clothed and

. ‘ ~theltered  under the United

: States ald programn for Laos.

United States planes are drop-

A . ping supplies tc the refugees

T . - daily as they make their way

o o » ‘in groups along mountain paths

' to new home sites they have

-picked in the mounteing 15 to

. 23 miles south and southwesi

of Sam Thong and Long Tieng.

any made the same trek

g v Jast year and then returned af(-

R . -€r the failure of an cnemy drive

against the twin posilions thet

guaid the approaches to the

Vientiane plain,
"The refugees are mainly old

‘men, women and childrén of

.the Meo and other hill tribes.

. Youhger men of the tribes are
; -8t Long Tieng, Sam Thong and

surrovnding posts in the Lao-

“tian. forces of the Meo leader,

.Maj: Gen. Vang Pao, whose

“special  comimando-type  units

* are supported by guerrilla~vrar-

farg: specialists of the Amari-

-ean . Central Tutelligence Agen-

‘ey and  supplizdl by, United

" Statos transport planes.

.of the royal capital,

Amcerican ald sources here
say the refugee departure is
leisurely. Now experienced at
feeling a war zone, the evacu-
ces are leaving in good time
before the big attack comes.

But their departure, appar-
ently with the advice of Gen-
eral Vang Fao and his officers,
is regarded as indicative of
how serious i3 the threat 1o
Sam Toong and Long Tieng.

Several thousand North Vi-
etnamese and. pro-Comnunist
Pathet Lao forces are-now at-
tacking outlying defenses of
the fwo mountain towns daily.
Some points have falled and
the environs of the iwo towns
have been shelled,

In normal times Long Tieng
has a population of around 30,--
000. Sam Thong is somewhal
smaller. = .

In response fo an appeal
from General Vang Pao, rein-
forcements are being sent to
him from the Vientiaue area,
according to “reliable sources
hare, ":end  United - States
and Lactian planes are step-
ping up the kombing of enemy
areas.

It was announced here fo-
day ihiat enemy forces threats
ening Luang Prabang have oc-
cupied auother  Governmeii-
held strengpolnt 18 milés north

. - e

-

N .
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iMekong River town
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Washington Pos

premicr of Laos, is telling

-{lieves it is highly possible
troops will cross his bordexs

Trail.

The premiet has said he bc
licves Chinese  “voluntecrs”
|could brzin entering Laos in
force in the next few months
amd  joining the "Communisg
Pathet Lao in combat opera-
tions. Souvanny’s view, accord-

ing to diplomatic sources here,
have been expressed privately

‘repeated  in particularly em-
phatic terms this morning.
' Chinese troops are alveady
in parts of northern Laos con-
trolled by the Pathet Lao, but
only as sccurity for construe-
tion crews building a road
soutll from China toward the
of Pak
Lcr]v

. They ‘have never t'lkon part
in combat operations, as far as
is known here. ’1‘11011 doing so
lcou 1d cause a direct conironta-
tion with the United States—
which provides air and loglstc
support for the forces of Sou-
vanua Phiouna’s neutralist gov-
ernmant,
. The pv ince’s concern about
the Chinese, diplomalic
sources say, was inercased
after Chingse dm omats here
quietly _{hlsS"‘d the word that
Peking is unwilling to stand
idly by while the Awmericans
support the Soulh Victnamese’
move into the Mo Chl Minh
Trail.

Souvanna, w ho is faced with
a badly deteriorated military
situalion in the northern part
of his country as well as the
South Vietnamese incursion in
the south, reportedly told dip-
Toraals hc did not think the
Chinese would go on the of-
fensive unless the Pamct ILzo

|
i VJL\TTIA\}a, ¥Feb. 11—Prince Souvanna Phouma, the gencral

\

_ ! In the soutn, government
if?{"‘} :3 :’3‘:@ troops arc needed {o protect
Piidndi 0l towns.in the Mekong River:
: ‘ i\’aley, and éanngt be released
Y ~'fo aid Long Cheng. R
PR I The following back-
] {?3-«\ {,"f} }’Q i _ground was provided by
R AAVAYE LS < ULS. officials in V’ashwg .
: ' “if L ton: i 2. . A i
"\ The Chinesc’.have. ‘been, ¢ °
. Jbuilding roads. in northern "
] (?’“ Laos since the early 1960s.
) - Since. 1969, {hey have com- ]
L T . P . pleted two !'0 mile segments og _hi
By Peter A, Jay S ,all-wcathcr twolane road and "f{
tYorelsn gervics iare working on a’'third in the o
direction of the Thai o
diplomats here that he be- porder.
that Communist Chinese  7phere is some anxiety that ‘
i the South Vielnamese {ne last se mnnt will eventu-. -
appear {o be on ihe verge of cuumo the Ho Chi Minh ally be extended to Iak Deng, .
S . ‘'a point on the Meckong River | o i
A explained by mmom’\tm 25 miles from Thatland. - : )
somcr‘“), the premier’s theery’ The present road goes from i
is that the Pathet Tao mig '-kbzm Botene on the Chinese .
call Tor such help if pressured | horder to Muong Sai, where it B .
to do so by Hanol. branches off to the northeast ‘
American sources here seeijn the directinn of North Viet-
this scenario as farfetehed and | nam and to the southwest, to-
“maintain that the situation iv j\ward Thailand.
Laos is no worse than it was; - phe estimate is that there
a year ago. are cuirently more-than 10,000
But one Buropean ‘hl’k““mehlnese working on the road
iwho held out real hope three _apmy engineering units with
‘months ago for peace taiks be-’ 'their own secwrity forces and
itween the Vientianc govern ,atlachﬂd antiaiveraft units.
iment and the Pathet Lao, saic Peking says it is working on
today that the future. now | the basic of a series of aid re- .
looks “very bleak, very SOV piests made in 1961 and 1862
ous.” >
tmade b Premier Souvanna.
Although there is no sign of | Phoumasand the richtist gen- -
it in Vientiane, a slecpily Tobli, }01 al Phoumi Nosavan duunﬁ with

vious little capital, the forces:
{of Souvanna Phouma’s govern-:

{ar w in the most pre-
e e nt ! dlatvd those rcquests
carious military position they | - : v 1
have heen in sonie years. Washington' sources say the

Less than 70 miles north of; Chlrllf‘str‘ hax? “C"fll)' lt,:tmothe
Vientiane, Tathet Lao and 10ads to mave combat roops,

trips to Peking. The Laotian
{government has never 1epu-

o 1.

North Vielnamese forces have ‘but that the North Vie

swrrounded the key base of nazne& and the Pathet Lao-
sve done S0,

ILonZ Cheng, the CTA oper- &v
ated lozistics center for the .
anti-Communist guerrilla . .
forces of Gen. Vang Pao. The o

ibase is not expected to last

|out the next few wecks.
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- combat, the administration
.s0 far has deflected its pres-

"nit-picking,

", borne
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' The leon Administration

'has casily surmouunled the

first domestic political chal-

lenge to the allied thrust

Into Laos. President Nixon,
by keeping his head down in
has presented the
smallest possible target for
his opponents.

By maintaining that the

V8! role in the crossborder
assault is only a subsidiary .

ong, in the air, above the en-
grip of ground

ently disorganized critics.
"But there are abundant

pohtlcal targets in the mak-

ing in present U.S. policy,

‘even if the venturesome op-
_eration bears out’the mili-
‘tary success now being pro- -

claiined for it with possibly

risky prematurity.
Through a bureaucra

temptation to deny wher-

ever posslble, rather than to .

affirm, the administration

-appears to be headed into
an unnecessary running test

of its credibility on the rules
of restricted warfare in
Laos that it is pledged to
live with: the ban on Ameri-

- can “ground combat troops.”

At best, this can be only a
avoidable, se-
mantic hair-splitting contro-
versy about the definitions
of words. At worst, it is

major duplicity.

By its failure to specify
with any common .cl mty

-what it interprets as pernis-

sible activity for U.S! mili-
tary personnel in Cambodia’

—exeopt after the fact—the.
‘adminjstration invited suspi-

cion about everything it was
doing in Cambodia.

For months the adminis- .
Aration

played semantic
gamesmanship over “air in-
terdiction” vs. “close air
combat support,” and “air-
_coordinators” 'vs.

tic -

Py Otsi_l
i n /0 ("1 ‘,_;Xw]

» e By Muucy I\Ialdcx v
- - Washington I’ost‘Staff Writer

i

_pute?

‘rent
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“ground alr coordinators,”
only to say finally, as De-
fense Secretary Melvin .
faird did on Jan. 20, that
the United Staies would
supply whalever “aiv sup-
port that was nceded” and
“T don't care to get into a
queslion of semanhc., on .

“that.”

Why did the administra-
tion not siraply say “air sup-
port” in the beginning, and
avoid the debilitating dis-
The private answer
given is that the adminisira-
tion had to “condition” the
public, and most impor-
tantly the Congress, to ac-
cept the pradual, cloaked,
trausition to the policy of
unlimited use of air power
anvwhere in  Indochina
which first Laird, and then
Secretary of State Williamn
P. Rogders, publicly con-
firmed.

It was this evolutlon of
the uninhibited use of U.S.
air power in Indochina, it is
now said privately, Mnch
enabled, and emboldened,
the administration to. au-
thorize the South Vietnam-
ese horder-crossing avs’a utt
into Laos.

According to present, offi-
cial U.S. theology, “The cur-
T.aos operation was
completely planned hy the
South Vietnamese gencral
staff.” ‘Even if that wcre
true, the operation would
never have moved beyend
an idle concept without the
support of massive U.S. air'
power of cvery variety, plus
major engincering, logistic
and artillery suppoxt

And, it should be added,
intclligcncg and reconnais-

" sance support as well,

This is where the now-bur-
_geoning new dispute comes

-Rogers |

‘eurrent South

- L

in about wheth‘er cl.ibnot the
administration Slissem-
bling about its (70111"‘15 that
nefther American glound

“eombat troops” nor “advis--

ers” are present in Laos.

The denial that American
“advisers” are present in
Laos is simply untrue, and
to deny it is probably more
carclessness ihan duplicity.
‘There arc unquesttonably
 American advisers in L.aos
and their prescnce is not
plolubltul By law there, as
“it- is in Thailand. President’

'Nixon publicly stated last

“March 6 that thereare 1,040
Americans in Laos, military-_
“and civilian, in “a military

) admmlstl alion’s

“naissance mei; or othey per-
!

s'onnci on the ground,
1either “iroops” nor ‘“ad-
,-vxsu s"? :

It is by no means exiraor-
dinary- o have coverl ;
personnel engaged in mili- |
tary operations. What is un-
neccs~.aulv corrosive of the
credibility,
is {o make sweeping dis-
claimers that it cannot sus-
tain, only td°c¢nd up in the-
position of strip-ecaser dis-
carding on scmmtlc cover-
ing atdtm t‘ . o

advisory or I‘lllllldl" tr dlnlxwi '

capacity .

What thc Prosident did
not add, but what has been
widely reported, is that the
“advisers are primarily Cen-,
tral Intelligence Agency,
pelaom\cl whose primary
job is supporting and super-

“yising the clandestine army - -

of Gen. Vang Pao.” |
When U, S. officials pres-
ently say, as
and other officials
Sclld recently,
are no U. S. “advisers”

havd
there
in J.aos,
referring to the avea of the’
Victnamese
border-crossing foray, but:
failing to make the dlstmc-'
tion with operations else:
where in Laos. . :

But there are also other
U. &. personnel in the Laos
bordcr-crossing zone, who,
by current publicly impre-
cise definitions, are ncither
ground troops nor advisers.
They are; as each day’s prod-
ding by newsmen on the
scene makes official spokes-
nren disclose, medical eva-
cuation personnel, helicop-
ter salvage pmannnnl—-'md_j
others, still undisclosed.

Are there also, newsmen

increasingly are demauding, !
Special Forces agents or
other military or intelli-

gence personnel disguised in
South Victnamese uniforms?
Are there, American recon-

Secretary
that -

they are -actually

"\/, o in
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“-Concerp increased, here today
- over the situation at Sam Thong

. in-the arca, flew from Long
@b Tieng today to Vientiane and

. vanna Phouvma for
. ments, Thé United States Am-

- bassador George M. Godley, was
i alf;o present “at the meeting.

i eachpther, and rocket fire has

and’ the ncarby po:,t of Ban

i

Abproved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700010001-6

E poptant Government positions
" gouthwest of Plaine des Jarres
.+ that have come under increas-
“ing pressure from North Viet-

flanking the two strong-

C.e'c.af ¥

«l §

said to o Ask for

IKC’ ﬂ(Gs‘

(e
e;./61°

L&oimn G

- Spcchl. to Tha b{ew York Times

"VIENTIANE, Laos, Tch. 10—

and Long Tieng, the two im-

hamese and quuan Commumst
forces,
Gen. Vang I*ao, commander;]

reportedly asked Premier Sou-
reinforce-

Communist commando units
have faken saveral hilltop posts.
points,
which are about 15 miles from

blastad air strips at Sam Thong

a.
General Vang Paos forces

{transport planes bring in sup-

are made up mos".ly of Meo| y=:

and other tribal groups. Amer-
ican Central Inteiligence Ageny
cy personnel have training and
advisory roles with the gen-
eral’s troops, and United States

plics daily for his units.

There vas unease among the
general’s troops because of his
absence for scveral days in

angkol, where he had taken
his wife for a stomach opera-
tion, The gencral returncd to
Long Ticng yesterday by air
when aides reported the situa-
tion to him and urged his re-
turn. He leit bvefore his wife’s
scheduled operation, according
to sources at his haadquarters
here.

With North Vletnamcse and
Laotian  Communist ° forces
thredtening on most Laotian
fronts from Luang Prabang to
the Boloven Plateau in the
south, other regional com-
manders are reluctant to spare

,/ “"/‘L/‘/’)/ P
The New York Timgs Feb 11, 1971
Clashes were increasing
near Long Tieng (cross).

troops for the Sam Thozig long
Ticng sector 80 air miles north
of Vientiane. '

General Vang Pao’s tribal
units are weary from years of
fighting, and casualtics have |
been replaced with recruits that
knowledgeable sources say are
13 to 15 years of age.
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By TAVATY ARBUCKLE . -
s * o fBpeciel to The Star - -
-VILNTIA?\F Liaos -— Coramu-
nist forces la unc]veu a dawn at-
{ack against American comman-
dogs, Tucsday at Pakkao, 65
miles north of here well in-
“formed military sources said.

o Alffer 30 minufes of small
arms - combal the Tled allack|]
-was broken - by ihﬂ am‘ml of
. 'p anes. . v

Wm k f or (‘I A

Pdl }\ao is the base for Armerl-
can commando leaders, the Lao
ailitary says. o -
. 'These. Ammc s are military

. “men assigned o the Ceatral In-

S © Aelligence Agency to lead {ribes

in comb_m ergam:,* North Viet-|

name:a troops in northern Lags,
- and tlzcy reporledly cross ialo
. ‘North Victnam hill arcas,
‘. " A US. Embassy spokesmaan
) LI ) said Pakkao was atlecked by
: . two plaloons of Communists hut
C ' declined fo give a-U.S. canuc]u
figure or fo say whether Ametl-
cans were in action there,
v . The Pakkao aitack is part of
L . : {the pressure the Novth Victna
' SRR tese. aie putling on U.S, comn-
iod . tribesimen cnuunrl the
atLam( i

[ sLea I‘ox’cu Tn =

" Americans on log
are .d: iy coming e 01l
alrstvips. arov vm Lond Cnen“
One U8, helicopter (om a direct
* hit with two Americans injured
whilg a US Caribeu fransport

eng.

IC lﬂl\bl()hs
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was shcllcd on Smn Thun“ an—
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strip.. - : .
\‘oxth Vietnammese um[:s hu\c
infiltraled throughout the hills
southwest of th“ Ylain of Juors,
boxing tribes onto hillteps.
our gﬂ"ommnnt units cut off -
in Ban Na, North of Long Cheng
when its 'm»lup was (]ozcd by
Red rockels, . -

Six thc(us Shot .
‘North Vietnamese slipped into
Ta Tem Bleung, one of Long
Chien’s defensive positions, and
shot six Meo officers ab their

meal, Jncluding {wo of Gen.l
Vang Pao’s most trusted

alaes I o and Ha HUS L.m" B .
Américan commanders 4t
Long Cheng seem to have made
a nuctcz\e asking {he Meo 1o,
fight fromn fixed po\"m'ls in-
stead of as guerillas the.dleo's
favorite method of warlare.

Many of Vang Fao's officors
blflexb guarrel with the general,
apparcnily beeause they are los-
1n<f coiifidence in U.S. cormmand-

§ Meo clvilizns are now apan-

doni 157 Long Cheng and the Unit.

ed Sutes is bmlr?.. o new, air

strips mrluc soulh ne oy ulUu'l”
Ao -

Despite d“w U.S mvolveul ﬁ
angd hard [lLll‘V figh 1[11*" at Leng
Cheng the U. S. Lmb" sy reflices
to allow corrresponiznts to use
U.S. aiveraft which fly into Long .
Cheng appr oumﬁtcb once cvely _ .
five minutes,
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. Special to Tha Ster

" VIENTIANE, Laos——L 20 gov-
cnnmrnt h‘oops aré being rushed
{eday from Vientlane Province |¢
fo mn farce the baltercd tribal|®
forces around Long Cheng, 75
miles {o the novth.
~ However, . Gen. Vang Pa
leader of the Meo forces, reports
these reinforcements ave insuffi-
cient. C : o
1~ An estimated 20,000 civilians
are trekking oul of the Long
Cheng area, U.S. efficials here
sald today.

Refugee a"u.cy of[lcm. esti-

/

A, ,\1:'_
For Release 2qo1

gl ¢
\\ . \'.'r

mate 6,000 of These pe 0)’0 will; st forces hl"C wed a
dic from weakness and ciszase,
on the leng marches south fo
ncw bases m the Meo foothills,

spite round the clock aid and
ir ! ops of meal aud rice by the
U.S Agency
Development. :
Diplomatic sources in Vien-
fiane are not linking the as-
sault: on Long Cheng, by somne
5,000 North Vielnamese troops,
with the Sotith Vielnamese in-
cursien inlo the sou Uxun T.ao
panhandle.
They say Hanoi has bcen pre-
p'nmcr'an eparation on Long

Chong {or months,

.

. .

- CIA Moy cs pr'"m cnt
song Cheng has heen the con-

Aer of Leos zctivities for the U.S,

Central Intelligance Agency, but
the Americans have begun evae-
wating {o olher
cqmpment uzed to niomifor I
noi cornimunications.

The fall of Long Cheng would
< (&)

mean the end of government
presence In Xieng Khouang
JProvince and, possibly, the end
o I
il

‘of the 11(,0 fuIC“S which have
been decimated from 11,000
combut hoo\ $ 26 months ago to

just 4,000 now.
Lom Cheng is said to have no

mlht"uy strategic cwmﬁcmu‘

but diplomats say ils Ioss will'be
a ps;cho.oclcal blow.
As p"tt of the Red’s pressuie

for Internationals

"hbulh)o t'*“.

Coin-
L G

on the Long Cheng ares,

(-L{"C’\ 0”’3“1.,{',
mandoes Tuscday al Pelkeao, €351,
milss north cf hoxo well in-
fc:rmed military sources said,

Affer 30
arins  coimnbat the Rad attach
was broken by h. arrivel of
planes.

“"rkao is the basa f01 Ameori-
can” comnando leaders, the Lao
military says. - ,

These Americans ate military
men assigned {o the Ceniral Tu-

Ed

1“lllf‘61.~"ﬂ Agency to lead tribes

in cu)ﬂnr\f a"wlst North Viet-
namese freops In nevihern La 205,

minulcs of si u]l

: . STATINTL
ﬁlqllq CIA- RDP8

mmcm com- !..- t

l
when 1(3 clredrlp was cm.d h"
e rocireis,

Six C Ticers, ‘.

North Vietnamese =hm o into
Ta Tam Rleung, one of Long
Chicn's dafensive 1ositions, ‘.1‘0
&'./ﬂt iz Meo officers al their
e al, including two of Gen,
Vend Poo's most trusted
’.1(1»‘:;1_-0 and Hang Dang.

Americancommianiarsal

and they reportedly crass into Long Cmnm’ soom {o have minde

Morth Viginam hill eveas.

A U.S. Xmbessy spokesiman
said Pakioo yas atia ”d L',
two platoons of Ca HRL
deelinad (o give a U.S. ca~m‘n«
fgure or lo say whether Ameri-
ns were in action there,

Trihes J,o'.':d Ia
The Pakkao attock is part of

{2 pressure the North Victiain-| od

gse  ar

manded  (eibosm en avountd the

U.S. bas? at Long Cheng. ‘
Americans on IG"L.U‘ missions{a

are daily coming under fire on

aivsirips aroun d Lo..o Cheng

Oae U.S, he l‘rokf.or tovk a dive

Qit with fw )

while, a U5, Cwl ot tn \“':mt Ixmmz‘vlles

. .

21 US. afreraft which fly
svicans injured | Cheng approximately once every

a h]bfﬂ

m" canfidance inU.S. vomn"md
ers Meo civilians are now aban-
deining Long Cr“ﬂg and {he Unit-
States is ki dlding nesy alr

2 pulling en U.S. com-isteips further. soulh near Muong

1\0.

eop U.S. involvement
“.d hard ¢ Iaily fighting at Long

Ch ng the US. B mb assy refuses

rrespondants Lo use

into Lang

to allow car

(‘.)

I\e th OFT ah.J Cl.n,n\"

fight fxol.l xed posilicos, in-
stead of as gue illas the dMeo's
faverite method of waifal
Risuy of Vang Pao’s §!
hitterly quarrel with the :
apperenily beeause thay ¢ -
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it haé become the

{AMENTABLY,
cepled ploccdu' “and the “n”
thing o atlack the aclivilich ~ real
‘and fmagined --
gcncc Agtnc;

Polilicians w ho

eral Burcau of Inv cshbatmn - can al-

ei,éé '26611’03/05:[: ¢

I

ae-

-of the Cenlral Tntell li-

-ways fall back on attributingall sorts

. of dark doings to the CIA.

One of our local worthies, in fact,
has ativibuted his brilliant victory in a
legal casc to the fact that he impli-
‘cated the CIA and, according to hlm
‘the-case was uoppﬂfl lo avoid CIA em-

. barrassment: That showld be aland-

-mark case for all aspiring. lawyers.
‘Gel the CIA mlnlxcated and success 13
asmled

\\HH ']Hlb appi om*h (o the Central
Intnl ligence Agency, the average citi-
zen might well ba Torgiven if he gets
the ulea that the ¢ st enemy fac-
ing the United Stules is seincthing
caflec[ the CIA. It is an ox“am/atlon
that . is often nlufxed aﬂ 1avely
pzalsed

1
c’rn
.y
Lo

Yet it we did not have it — or some-
thmff identical — our security and our
vorll pesition would he in a sorry

) state it indeed, we existed at all.

The Central Inlelligence Agenéy

\/came into being in 1947 during the

.Democratic administration of Pr resi-

dent Harry Truman, It came into belug

dn recognition thal the United States
and the Soviel Union were the domi-
nant powers in a world that was a jun-
".gle and would become progressively
more so. No longer was the United
Slates one of an aasmt‘nnn of seven
or more “first rate” powers. As the
lead"r of thb ‘. esLeLn vorld our global

- RICIEN X e e

.

tive of thai olher
" popular sporl — denigeating the Fed-

qs

4

/f(ﬁ

m 1<‘/'i S

H, U/\ “
£ LI El Vig
*:,\‘ %i I E—-,?_\ :
\':'.”J‘ i1 El i1 \.'I\.\

i
_still zpmain.

Thérclore we  could ‘no Ionger
blithely miove aboulb in such a world

- with such responsibilitics in the naive

longer could we go on the courlly

: rec;f! aiiother

hope that ail would turn out well. No

No longer can vee go on
the courtly premise (hat

L

"1')'(1"»“17?01*7 docsn
gentleman's
mail. . ,

ohe
ohe

premise that ene gentleman dessn’t
read another gentleman's mail

BEING AN oimn and free sociely,

our opr‘u;'irf coverl julelligence or-
ganization is not a welcome ore to
many of us. But it is a choice betweén

being dainty- and heing realistic, For- -
Q -

tunately the choice was’ for realism
and the Central Intelligeace Agency
was organized as an arm of govern-
ment. o '

As noled carlivr,
who find great vewards in attacking
the CIA. They vary. There are those
dreamy-cyed idealists who believe if we
were to destroy all our weapons, the
maguificent gesture of such an act
would lead the remainder of the world
0 follow suit. At the other exireme
there are those who find it to the inter-
ests they serve to keep both the CIA
and the F'BI under constant atlack.

And in between those two extremes
we have different individuals and dif-
ferent groups who are opposed in vary-
ing measures of intensity and for vary-

.

mﬁmpqq'

bilitics were a csomc -asg thcy'

there are those

Ing reasgns to the existence of the CIA. .
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STATINTL

RECENTLY Sen. Clifford Case of

New Jerscy sﬁw fit to raisc his avms
~in holy homof" (or feignedly so) be-
causc the CIA Was fundmg l{adlo 1«1&
Furop" s

- I fail {o seu the catse for 'ﬂalm

Consider the purpose of Radio I'ree

Europe. Consider what it accomplishes.

1 can sce a conncction batween it and’

the CIA --- and justifigbly so. And I can
sce whele Radio Free Europe serves a
larger purpose. .Sen. Case must have
been hard pushed to get a headline,

can gel a headline by blasting the CIA,

Consider the plight of poor Teddy
Kennedy, After exuding confidonce
and eptimism that he would be re-
elected Scnate majority whip, the sen-
jor senalor fromn Massachusetts went
down in abject defeat. So how do you
get -a headline and divert altention
- from such ignominy?

+ Yot attack the CIA, tha’s how, and
that is what Teddy did recently. With
righteous anger (or feignedly so) he
accused the CIA oftdiverting relicf
money for, refugecssiii‘Laos to forces
fighting  the Commumst
Bl avo! ‘

BECAUSE the CIA of necessity e
gages in covert operations, it is re-
latively siiuple for politicians and law-
yers to accuse the CIA of virtually any-
thing they wish. For the CIA to either
confirm or -deny such accusatiohs
could place the organization in a dan-

" gerous position. Its -operatiors are of

such a declicate nature that it canuot
afford to take public stands.

And for my part, I'm overjoy od we

‘hq\ e the CIA. Thank God for it.

inv adcrs. :

. and experience shows thal any scnator

J
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\‘\ aq}mwt on, Teb, 9-—South "\’wmam
has shattered any last dllusion that—despite the vritton
guarvantce of 14 Duthl’S———tI}ClC is peace and new ud]m‘ in
Laos, a slecpy-looking Jand of threc million people and cne
million elephants where Il"lll_]"ld)ld, sells for a penny a
joint. -

cpen invasion

L)ccpt for briel intcxludc‘.k, {he Orogon-sized kingdom in the
. ‘heart of Indochina PYeninsuly has, in fecl, been 2 batt]o{;rcz-.;d

during all its 1,2(:0 vears of known hl\tol\
i For the ]mﬁt nine years, there Yas
Leen a myth of Laotian neuirality in

N ¢ . : . .

!,('_1 Conantpaey the fighting g‘omg on elsewhere in
: L ¥ Indochina. But it hias always been just
L Grp atreta B f.lc‘tmn despite the mrxc»vgnmf signed
S in Geneva 1062 Lv ihe

£
25

on July
United States, the Soviet Union, Cen-
munist China, North and Souik Vict-
nam and ninc other ffmolumrl\is, to
“respeet and observe in every weoy the

“

o Wouldn't Admil He

© Stiee 1964, Sovvenna Phouma has nequicsced in
bombing of the JTo Chi Trail and in intel l)r ann-t.u]/c

ties aleng the trail by 3lco {ribesmen reeruited by the ('-hx, |
has {rizd to preserve his neuvtralist image by u-f\‘\mg, Lo ackno, .\"
that he gave his approval.

.. The United Stales tried uwntil 1euwtl3 to Xeeyp ether dmer
activities in Laos seeret. But a Senate subcomnitice headed L\' Son
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) charged last April that “L(ns of {hy

sands” of Americans were involved in the Laotian war in air ¢ mbeai,
training, advizery, supply and inlclligence. work., A ClA- (m‘cc“ J

clandesiing srmy of 86,000 Meo {ribesmen has done some of il
major fighting :gamst the Comrmunists in the Plain of Jras erea,

© The State Department refuses to say whether Souvanna Thovrmn
also gave approval to the South Vl(\ﬂ'ﬂll(ne assault ?gemsu Crsa-
munist supply lines in the panhandle. The promier fzsued 2 mild pre-
test 2bout the invasion yesterday, but also said that it w AS t'nc Norih
Vietnamese, \sho had first violaded Laotian neutrality and territezicl
integgriw “in ¢efiance of mtfmahoml leow dcccndq solernnly con-
cluded in 1262 &t Geneva)

s a good bet that Souvanua Pmmnﬂ. did

approval but does not want to acknowledge it
further weaken his political standing.

give &t least tacit
because s would

e
¢

v
S
H

Jake Diitcrence o Blost Lactivas

Conceivably, the Communists eovld react to the Os-alﬂ.t on their
supply lines on the South by opcnmg an, a]I-oat offensive in
the 111010 ‘populated northern purt of Lacs. But if this doesn’t happen,

sauld !

nouh ality, unity and Aerriterd

independence,
integrity of the, kmf dom of Laos”

sovereignty,

¢ The Commum:ls ihe” Americans, the South \"ieine_mcsc andt
the Imc:tmlo 21l P-utl(‘r‘a{.“d until this \.Lcns ,m wlon, in an odd
congpiracy to 1»01puu.x£n the neutra ality myth. Iut the fact is that

the Geneva necords were violated 7

. by the Communisty before the
ink was dry—and by the Ameri-
cans and Seuth Vielnaniese scon
afterva':ﬂ‘d. Until _the publicly
anncunded  Scuth  Vietunnmese
thrust into the Lno(in.n panhandle
with U.S, zir support, they all

3

denied they wezre dnl"rf it.

are content to ele cvt a meager living growing cqnum popnic

however, At a
in the centor of the exhibits,
advertized:s “Grass (n‘muu“m )—Tive kip”

the Seuth Vietnamese m\a«]m) of a spaxs ﬁly populated, mountaineus
part of their country will make litile difference to. most Lac s
Most of tham won’t even know there has been an invasion, Te
as the late Bernard Fall ponxted out in the book “A1 lomy of
Crisig,” iz a landlocked country of mountains, jungles
\111ag,u\ almost completely is solated in marrow ve Hmn, with very

£
K
end szl

ar

Jlittle feeling of national unity. What really ¢ounts in Lzotian life

Most L c, tinns
Y
LG

s what hap))v‘ls to their own clans in their valleys.

corn. .

Some have begun growing other cash erops fir recent Yoays,
2 frade fair in- \lcntrme a covple of yenvs ape, &

there was & little woor Lcotn 1

e v eculire-

One of the Immedia
)‘nentS'in the 1912
that all foreign mi
nel lc““e the comw
dayvs of the sign
a snnll ‘French training mission.
The Internalional Centrol Com-
mission, composed of representa-
Poland, confirmied that all 680
U.S. military adyisers left be-
fore the deadline. But orly 40
"I North Vietnamese civilian advis-
ers  were withdrawn through
commisaion checkpoints, leaving
about 6,000 Worth Vielnmmese
troops in Laos. -

By the end of last year, the number of
troops in the little country had increased Lo 70,000

About 45,000 \'mth Vietnamese treops ouard the o Chi Ziinh
Trail, the nelwork of jungle-covered roads awnd tracks in the
castern Taotian panl ndle which is the Cemmunist supply line
to South Vietnam :md Cambodia; the remainder al'u.}}eipmg
indigenous Laotian rebels ealled the Pathet Lao in 2 civil war
ag: ainst the voyal g,o'y ernment. ’

SAHARAND

North Vietnz

1
o

pohtu‘dl gmnpmgsv-nr-hhct, neutralist an tommuniza t—-ag‘ye_c-d io
nd vears of factional strite and open '.{l‘nl.]ﬂ" by estublizing a

lxul'.. government under the p1cm]r1§h1p of Prince Scuvanna
Yhiouma, n ncutralist, Dut the arrngement brole dmw tha next
] yerr, wilth the Communists leaving Viertirne d" resnming the

civil yav: centered sround the Ylain of
C\\Jl war is now in its 20ih year.
Souvanna Phouma is slill an a\'owed neutralist. B “t :ftey the
Pathet Lho yenewed the civil w ar, \"Iﬂl iner ance Trem
the North Vietnamese, hn \o“-wht military azsistance frem the
Vnited States, The U.S. ezve it under cover of a large aid mission.

i

ey

.

Before the Genéva accords were <1gnu& the ibree main Lao,

Jurs in the North. The .
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! .
Reds Atteack
ClA Buse In Laes v
Vientiane, Laos, Feb. 9@ (UPI)
—North Vietnamese troops and’
Pathet Lao guerrillas bhave
attacked government positions
around Long Chéng, an opera- .
tions basc for the United States
Central Intelligence Agency in
Laos, Lactian militery spokesmen
said today. :
The base also is headquarters
for the CIA-trained mercenary
army of Meo {ribesmen, )

.
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| For the second tine in a month, the Ameri-
¢an public has been given a shocking lesmon
in how pregra m3 established fo serve human
itarian causes have baen subverted for military
purposes. First, it was revealed that funds gen-
erated by the Yood for Peace program have
* been used by foreign countries to buy weapons. -
Now the General Accounting Office discloses \/
“that the Central Intellipencs Agsney has been
financing paramilitary activitics. in Laos with
funds intended to nssist réfugees. :
. Of tho $17,000,000 provided hy the Agency
(" for International Davelopment for refuges ald
: m Laos, Senator Kennedy estimates that naarly
| half was snphoneu cff by the CIA for its opera
- tions, which iunclude the support of a guerzilla
Larmy operating aghinst the Pathet Lao and
: ‘North Vietnamess fovess in the northern regions
- ' : of the countr,; For his Laotisn: refugess, the
: .results have been tra ie. Refugee villages are
“overcrowded and unsazitary and mortality rates
“are_as much as 250 per cnnt above “acCﬂptab a” .
standarc.s set by the AID. b
. What are th2 consoqus mces of thess perver«
smns” At homc, they add to a feeling of distrust
in the Government, a £ug sation that despite’
soc;thmd words to the cmtrary the United
State.s, bJ continning covert mzhtary agsistanes,
1s encouraging chaos in an avea of the world
that dosnﬁratdj needs siability. In Southeast
_ tAsia, they add nnmeaouxabl/ to the human
mlsery for which this country is responsible,
. The charade must ke ended. Both the Admin:
is’cm‘non and “Congress should- mﬂst “that - AID
fum:i for refugees ora spent on rnmr,f,s and.
not on further killing. Beyond the 1mmednte,\
.Cases, bawever, a tho;ough review of s}l foreign’
assistance programs is needed, to determing if’
“others are being -used as & front for the‘n ¥
" telligence or mﬂl’zary e.mbh nmants.”

™
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o R L By TAMAY
. Lo . . Spedial tu'l"uc.stnr:
VI’“ "‘I ANE, Laos ~-— The

United {tates today hegan evac-
uating its base at Long Cheng,
%5 miles porth of here; as an
estimated 5,600 North Vietnura-
ese tloups massed around it,
well-inforined sources said,

A7 The U.S. Cen'ral Intelligence
v Agency, which uses Long (honn
: a8 the center of its Laos o;,ua-
o ) . tions, has dismantled some of

e the 1.1o2moun'r equipment used

Ao spy on lanol’s communica

Ttions with Laes and Novth vi .u.~l

mam, . i

The cqmpmnnt has been Ilo\ ‘0
* tooiher secrs t aivstrins, ‘
.« o« o Most of the Americans lo(tiL

) Lovg Chen g no longer spand the
mg}us there. Al Amcrican cor-!

) - mapdo leaders in charge of)
' guetrrilla teams have moved to,

“Pakkao southeast of Long:

Cheng. | L '

Long Cheng Hospital, with s
Amouc:n aectors, has hmn
“"“’cvacwwu Bedvidden pah nls~
‘ bﬂvb bzen {lown o Ban Son, o)

S © miles to the seuthwest and the;

stafl is expected (o follow som.

Meo Gen. Vang Pao’s forces,

“which are under givect U.,).l

.

i
1

17(

i

o
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comiand, are reporied to be
tired and suffering from batlle
-casualties which ucmvtod the
Mco fotce from 11,000 comm.t
froops fto just undnr 4,000 in 25

Srﬂ "‘71

. months of fightin

“The Noxth Vielna 1ese are
fresh, fit and well-armed and we
are luod " a government mili-

ary man said, rc'eu 17 fo the
am‘ival of Hanot' s 319th Dmsxon

north of Long Ch “nff .
The 312 Lh is a flcsn unit
hrought to fight alongside Ha-

noi's ‘Nuh Division \"Im,n al
ready was in the erea.
" Mortar Darrages

Hanol treops are fuuwro \ct
and mortar bauzma into posi-
tions north of Long Chelld :
Two nighls rago thcv pva\'J-
ized one post in four hours of!

~sons the

ever, would ik LI_/ have Tmpe

: muhahty

shelling, dmmnmatl')" that Tla-
roi has no ammunition short-
ages., . : :

‘The North Vietnamese troeps,:
Srmd"zy briefly prehed along,
Skyline’ Ridge, a position over-
loghing Loxr Chenv

l\xcn'y of the \mth Vietnam:
ese were kx]lcd In action aud an.
Amerlean fnstallation on & Lyline
Ridge, which gpuides aircra ift,
fook a dircet hit from.a rocket.

Civilians Leaving
Meo  civilians 1ound L.ong
Chorg ahcafly are leaving ‘as

the North Vi leinamese conduet a
terror cainpaivn, In om I.{eo vil-
age, noar Low Cheng, North
Vlcmamfeee tlno,;a -IC’I"OItCul)“
executed 2ll the .sL,o nien Mon-
day night, :
This Hat

o

noi military pu.\s'l

the woeaknoes of the Maos, avc]
the start of i "'091110.1 pre-
yenting aacquﬂtu U.S. air sup-
port, are hel Lc»od to ba the vea-
United States a; )pamm-
ly is retreating,

The fall of LQ"]"C

b

1chg

g, h Wi

or-
itant pohucal consequences, :

Lao generals have satd recent-
ly tha t if Long Chieng falls, they'
will make an o*"fla 2l alliance,
with the Thais, \,oufu\letv.azn~'
ese and Cambodians and openly
reject the stated IﬂOS pouny of‘

A

LU
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;fSpre@ding War

{2 The new joint invasion of Laos by South Vielpam
and the United States is to be “limited in time and

gpace”, lhe Slate Deparlinent promises — and,
- thanks to an act of Congress, it is further limited
- for the Uniled Statcs lo air power alone.  ~ B

Put al the same lime, US. air aclion is {o-he
“unlimited in Indochina” -— and in the “lirpited”
Laos action (he United States is providing air trans-

“port for troops, medical evacuation by air, close air
"~ support and long-distance sirategic bombing. i

So the limits are high, wide and Hairy. i
- Yet this complicated co-operalive effort must be
conducted without American “adyisers” con the -
pround in Laos. 1t is a fantastic situation, and it
shows how badly the Pentagon or the White House
of both wanted to raid Laos. ] o

The limit of space is lhe arca helween (he 16th
and 17th parallels. This means primarity Roule 9

~and the 1o Chi Minh trail connections {o (he norih

- and south for aboul 35 miles each way. The lilnit of

_time is secrel. . .- )
Laos is (he counfry where military logic always

{empted the United States to intervention and where

(uatil now) the U.S. has been relalively resistant.
H Laos has been the major encmy channel for send- .
- ing supplics and men into Vietnam, and Laos alsp .
7 has its own Communist guerrilla movemend. The
© " ‘war there (and American help to the anti-Commu
! nist side) is as old as the Vielnani war, though -
-always swmaller, but Americans have aveided get
- ting in very deep. - L
. After all, Laos is a hopeless place to fight—-almost
roadless, almost all mountain forest like the dread )

ful - “central highlands of Vietnam, entirely im .
‘accessible by sea and only marginally accessible by !
air. You can drop all the weight of World Wav s .

" bombs there and hawdly hit anything -~ and we did.
- Furlhermore, Laotians don’t want fo fight. The
: ~principal fighters on hoth sides in the Laotian cisil
- '’ “war have been mountain fribesmen chivvied and "~ s
5 . bribed hy the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency er "\
" lhe North Vietnamese Conmnuristappavatchiks jufo
taking up arms. . S s
: The cthnic Lao are much more interesled in ae-
", quiring Buddhist merit by not killing. When cnemy
“ " forces came close to the royal capital recently, ifhe
“king was busy supervising the decoration of a
temple with wall paintings of episodes from the fife -
= of Buddha. i
~ president Nixon wants to save lives, too, bul Be
~claims to be tougher and more “realistic” aboul it.
7 But isn’t he out of touch with rcali{.‘y in trying al the
same time to reduce American participation in the.
: Vietnam war by pulling out troops and handing ever
, ! '7 the “ground combat role” {o Vietnamese—and &k
- - trying to win the war for them by heavy air blgws
and combined mililary expeditions all over T~
dochina? ) : -

F g R A
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- ‘by Marilyn },er»e
Washington Post Stutl Writer
Since, 1662, Washington,

- Saigon, Hanoi and Vlemlane

- have’ b en joined in one of

“the odacot international con,
fie-

spu?cxen to p"otgct the
- tion of l.AROtluTl neutrality,

That  faltering effort,
“which “was 1ore eften ig-

‘nored than ohserved, came
to a .complete halt Sunday

night” with the announced
“invasion of tha{ wartorn,
-lendlocked country. .
'1'110 neutralilty of T.aos
was formalized in the 1952
declaration that grew cout of
the l4-nation Geneva Con-
Laos, acco'd ng to
paragraph 6-6f the dhclma-
tion, “will net allow any for
ccian troops or military per-

sonnel to be introduced” in-
. to the countyy. :
I’c:l"”"ldhh four” ol the

sarmic” declevation’ stx,_"h tes
thet’ t]n. Kinsdom of J.aos
“will not allow the extublish-
ment of any foreign military
base” on Laotian territovy,
allgw any country to use
Laotian teriitory” for mili-
{ary purposcs or for the pur-

- poses of interference in the

other
~advise
" ment

internal affairs of

counirics, nor recognize the’

proteetion of any alliance or

- North

military coalition, including

S}" I-L\O 1" .

Despite the
came a principal thorough-
. fare for the Vietnam war,

In the view of the United: |
States, North Vietnam never -

’ (‘.irofully'
“worded provisions, Laos be--

'])omer

Iilsman,

,--

C

observed J.zotian 'neuu"alviit‘y.
Alhough ‘all foreign {roops -

were required by -the Ge-
neva agreements to leave
the -eountry, the U.S. -has.
said repeatedly that only 40
Vietnzmese el
advisers | were  withdvaw
through International. Con-
trol CO“mJ"lOU chcck—

According to ofﬁcl‘vl U.S..

sources, this left 6,000 North

Victnamese {roops in Laos
at the time. That number
bhas grown, aceording {o offi-
cial estimates, to 70,000 in
all of Laos, with 50,000 in the
southern panhandle region.
Substautial Yoerls
The North
had  occupied substantial
parts of Lao.,, according lo
official U.S, publications, in

Viginamese

_violation. of the 1934 Genceva

agreements, The failure of
cfforts o integrate Commu-
nist and anti-Communist fae-
tions {hat split the counlyy
politically and geographi-
cally in a civil war led to
the Geneva Conference of
1661-1962.

By this time the U, 8w as
already inv 01\ ed militavily.
Officially, Washington said
it provided tactical nilitary
rs to the Lao govern-
forces in 1961 to
counter a Communist mili-
tary threat led by a para-
troep commander, Kong ' Le.

- Unofficially, it became
“kriown that- U.S. involve-
ment  went deeper. Roged

who scrved in
Stale Deparvtment positions

HIORIDRIICIARRRIAGS

SR NS e B
AL .h.. Q\i../; - l;) (:/‘}x

- that “tens

under  President Kennedy,
later wrote of extensive op-
erations by the CIA to o
ganize the country politi-
cally against the Communist
Pathet Loo und {o set up a
strong  man in Gonera
Phrourai Mosave
CJaast April,
tee headed by
Syiiing

a sunco'mmt
Sen. Stuart
Lon
of thousands” of
Anericens were involved in
the Liaolian war in air com-
bat, in training, "(‘nicm'y
supply and intelligenc
work, including the dncc-

T tion of a 36,000-man clandcs»

tine army of Meo tribearaer

. Amervican involvemaent hcv
repertedly been linked to
prior violation of the Ge-
nava Accords by the Noirth
-Vietnamese who were said
to arm, -supply and direct
the Coz nnunist Palm.t l.ao
and who staked out the net-
work of jungic p.’:t.hs knovwn
=5 the YIo Chi Rinh Trail,

The North - Vielns

presence in Laos rema
clandestine. 1t has been sai l

thal only a desive to main- |

{ain the Ticlion of the exist-

ence ¢f the 1652 secords has

prevenied Hanoi from iak-
ing over more territory, in-
cluding the royal capm,l of
Luang Prabang,

U.S. “air mtez diction” and
assistance to the Laotion
governmeant was an open sec-
rel until President Nixen
disclosed some of the Ameri-
can operations, including air
combat support in northern
I._'m:, on March 6, 1976, Jink-
ing " the m to a onow[h of

-3 disclosed |

T neva

fallen

North ‘\’wtnxmme
activilies.
Massive U.S. bombing

the frail area became vir-

i

combal

tually  routine after the
bombing halt over Norih
Vietnan. .
Muskie Complaint

The cuvrent
namese  invesien  brought
mm the open the go- c-w]]ou
sch’L var. Sen, Bdmund S.
Muskic (D-Mainc) yesterday
declared himself dissatisfied
with the explanation that
the North Vietnamese had
tacitly broken the 1962 Gc
Accords.

“This is a major

South Viet

new of

fort,” Muskie said, “crossing
B ¢

the borders info a neutral
stale whose nculrality we
undertook to cstablish . ..
To move from the tacit to
the overl is a very scrious
move indiplomacy.”

The political aspeets of
the accord had " already
apart. Under the
agreement, a three-way coa-
lition was formed
neutralist Premicr Souvanna
Phouma, His half-brother,
Prince
headed the Communist fac-
tion which pulled out of the
coalition in 1863, -
- The 1862 agreonients also
provided for unification of
Communist and non-Com-
munist areas but L.aos cona
tinued to be geographically
divided along idcological
lines with -the
controlling meve than €0 per
cent of the terrifory and a
third of the population,

under

Soupharouvong,

Comuunisis .




o " £oa N N L. .
e ? bl e e S e e

) i
- an'.‘z 10,650 b‘1° of 1lcc

. !
' *

Approved For Release 200.’”03/04 “CIA: R’DP80 01
G S Y I-FD 1971 STATINT

v ANDUCKLE - - ;
c:,cc;nﬁ.o‘}‘;;;‘;.[f:‘“""* o mm‘chants lucd to 1ncke a(ml- vamm'f and took 93 de arl
VIR N.’? -J“ir Soulh Vi Cpevtral { pos “tion near the P din{ble profit. They (Gﬂhrw*dw\ ‘1 This led some
'01.‘:;710‘-3 )wa el .f" ' ~iof J;=rs \'ﬁicn was o* “‘1.] ‘, {he Pakie - snv s Lo the enemyy od‘e\etnctko' 3
tnamcese JPCITET v ao.|and at the senie thad purchd seliescape hecausy of
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. ‘Laotian Says Key Base
/ : . Imperiled by Deseriions
VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb, 7
2 (UPD) — Dessrtions and the
.absence of the commanding
general from his headquar-
ters at Long Tieng have
-caused a - serious detericra-
‘tion in the defense of north-
eastern Laos, a Laotian Gov-
ernment official said today.
North Vietnamese troops,
he said, have virtually sur-
-rounded Long Tieng and ap-
pear to be preparing a major:
-attack against the buse. It
serves both ag headquarters
for the army of Meo tribes.
men led by Cen, Vang Pao !
tand  as g communications
s center for the United States
Central Intelligence Agency.
The official, who asked not
- be named, said about half of
the Meo civilians and many
“of the general’s soldiers have
. fled the biz base, 95 miles
north of Vientiane, in the
. last several days. He said
. -that the general has been in
. : Bangkok, Thailand, since the
‘middle of last week, report-
‘edly seeking medical treat-
ment for one of his wives, |

I3
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sum' m m'“ r'«m
that nearly ha
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tad
If of the mante
prov r.el for programs {o
refugees apd eivilian ca:
in Laos are heing \m}.o.‘.
hy the Cenlra al Iml‘x»-cn o
Ageney for paramiliiary opera-
{iens.
Senator I
(D., AMass), th

(}""'rd M Keny
sul:eonmi f_.

-3
[y
C<

chairman, <“ml the \r
vas b:.su on two class re-
perts prepaved by th Je)
Accouniing Qifice, the investiza-
tive a\w’nu for Congre
’ . S'IA’.U o0 Sulaimay
‘rm!c these  reports  thow-
selves cannot be 1 1ate pm,hc
he soid, they confinn findiag

pe udcz‘.‘d\ bv tiie sub
staff. Whal was re-

made inde
commiited’s

*leased today was ("“ux)"’l as

a “heavily sanitized summary”
of the {wo classified reports.
’ Dvmg tha ast four vears, ac-
cording to (‘ne stimary, t“n
United States A goniey for Inter-
naliénal D\.‘.Qlo"‘l ant has sp
about $31.8 million on 1cfug
programs inlacs.

But according to the e General
Accounting Otiice sk aies, Sana-
tor Kemedy said, about 46 per

cent, o wore than $25 1.1i1|i\,n'
{

-

:
=

worth of the matérials provided,
and |
one to ClA- |

—such as focd, ClUl‘) g
medicine—have
lsponwed qucm]l " armics.
Lcu'nm sed meinly of Meo and
iLao Toung ir ihasmen, ’
P Asked vhy the ,
give. divect aid to-the anii-Con-
munist guenrilla armies 11.~.te3d

.
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CiA could uol, _
“ents, without a defailed smdy of
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rivaie 1’\.1‘1111(35

reaw of The Sun

|of using AID ¢ Senalor
Kennedy said

1( wastoa

A
POIQUICES,
ha sur llllbud that

of the 1662 Geneva aceords,
vhich bans U.S, military in-
volvement in Laos.,

He wes, however, critical of
the “‘\mc'\m with which the
administrati fon _comes to Con-
gress o ask for [unds to aid
1"fm os and aihier war victims,

uzed for the war effort,

Harold Levin, chicf of the
Lacs desk al AID Leadquarters
here, confirmad tha t

rees in

was agd-
cred by AID orLi 1-:1:, but

mi‘

THONE
,x\llx i

avold an opan vielalion|

a Slll)\h -

who necl

ve been en-
may again

nate 'wn‘.l\t those
Thely hecaise ey ha
r-1gaged in fighting or
be engaged in fight

Mr, Levin also a ‘,‘.13(]"61
that aid is gne.l 1‘ oreas
Hive I\' enga ged in fx 11{, but

noted that many of the e frregu-

lar troops have dependents who
have kbeen driven from thei
homes and can be considered as
rofugecs. .

My, Lr\m, .10 -ever, sald he

could net confirm the cstimate
thal nearly 50 per cent of the| ™
“AID rescurces went Lo pavamili-|
Lr\' forces nd thr'u depend-

decline d to discuss the exient ol
CIA involvement. The policy of
AID, he said, is not to discrimi-

‘at several 1_-;“1’;5:

et
152 -’ -1
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the accounting - office "reporls,

His own gucss, h(_uu'l viould bc'nunh as 230 per ceat. ALD,

about 30 per ccnt
© No Fault Vi .1 Tstintats

He found no fault with the

Jmum. morlality level for-refu-

, ceeded AID siaudards hy @

it

was noted, establishel a maxi-

Lgees, and if the ‘cvcl'is ex(-ccd-
H d H T .
subcommitlee’s estimate that of. ¢q, remedial meoasures are sup-
the' tolal refugee cascload of!

280,600, about e per ceat, or
more than 103,620 persons, are
in the paramilitary forees of
their dependents categery. Bul
e said this parcentage b
tuated widely over the oans,
Without giving his owa views
-on lue subject, “hIr. Levin said
there has been conlinuing dis-
cussion among various ag ncies
as to who shotld bear tie cosl of
the various aspecis of U.S. ae-
tivitics in Laos. .
Senztor Kennedy said he was)
of the view |
ated by Co‘.b ess to furihar b
manilarian chjectives ought not
lo be usad lo support nmitary
activities. '

ssdlue- s

hat funds appropr W

iposed to be taker
Accowu[m" Gifice

But until the accounting office

made ingquiries, the sumnﬂz.\yi

said, the U.S. mizsionin "1c'm«i
ane was not aware of the high
death rates i the refuﬂc? PR
ters. .

Tk sival death rale an neng
refugees in Laos, however, ves
not disclozed. The subcoinmit-
tee’s staff said this iuformation

was classified b" the U.S. mis-
siont in Vienlian

The accot mlm',, office’s report
also was critical of what it
termed shaddy management of
termed shaddy managenient of

o

o

andd

; Might Be \Iblca ing
The subcommitiee’s sto xf als 0
notes that ov dzetary  desctip-;
tions co not ~a\wcat any. mili-
t.l_\ inpliee ations s, and  thus
izht Lo misleading, ’
U.n categerios of “osts faclude
“refugee lL]le and {le-
ment, B eair technical s
“pui lic 1"".;]1 .e.elo,u.
“and  “RL-430 commoditic
maore commonlv Lnown as
“Focd for Peace” prograin,
The “air {echnical sunror't” is
actually AID’s contribution to
Air Amarica, a ClA-sponsored
organization used in Laos -to
make deliveries of ammunition,
weapons, food and relief sup-

reset
nor

t’:x
t’l‘.

s,
l‘ne

plies to guerrilla forces and ref-
ugees. C
“Toog Small )
Senafor Kenwedy also said

that even without thz diversion:

i of relief malerials to military’

AID prurran s and overeroswded:

and unsanitary conditisns ‘at]

LATD- sponsued hospitals ~ in
ittee said.

Laos, m subcommit

acti"’iius, the U.S. aid prograius .

with
onr

siall to cope
vnber of

would be teo
the mowitting 'n

ca s alties and refugees.
As of last fall, he said, refu-

. geed in Laos nwnbered dll)dnd

ZLJ,CLO, but “tz‘ s is going to es-
calate dramaticaily due to the
aclivities of the last few days.”

Civilian war wmmllies over

the Iast twosyears, ke said, to-
taled 230,000, including an esti-
Infztcd 9,5"3 ‘ienl, 13. ) ’
CThe accounting office ,'uvcord
ing to tha cu‘.wn'mmtn 2¢'s st
mary, found that the decthrate
centers’ ex-
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GLOBE

'y o~ 237,967
L8 -

:) 566, 37'(
FEBT

. By J 'f\lxcm.,he
G10b° W ashmnton Bureau

WASHLNGTO\T —_— Hulf
4t the funds spent by t this
nation to help refugées in
Liaos - is being diverted by !
the Central Intelligence
,Agnncy (CIA) for military:
purposes_ in’ that country,
Us Sen. Edward M. . Ken-

nady, ‘cha irman of the Sen- -

nte Judiciary Su‘ocomnnt-_ :
. tee on Rf-fugce Problems in -

Jdnaching, based his” as-

- gessment of the. leE,la‘O’l.

upon findings of a “sani-~
hmd" Genma] Accounling
Otfice (GAO) report and
the’ 301)1315'11 of the com-
rmt tr‘e staff ! }

In 1.«rms of dollars Km-";'

nﬂdy said about $27.4 nil-
Jion .-has been detoured
from refugee aid in Laos 1o
finanice the CIlA-directed
yallitary” ‘stpport . of fhe
! Royal Ladtian Govern—
ment

CIL& actwrty in Laos’ ha;
Ionrf been” recognized. But
this is the first time that
ranyone has ‘been able to
“approximate a price tag
ton it, fortified by findings
lof'a Fedel al agency. '

Much of the GAO repmt
i is “sanitized,” making pudb-
11c only dsclassified infoc-

mation. However, several

liléii}t)

" nances . guerrilla  actions
against the Pdthet Lo
Communist faction and .

areas kept under the cloak:

of “secret” by the GAO
were repovted by Kenne-

-dy to “document. and sup-’

port”  the independent

fingings of his co*mmttee

“staff.

- - T . ".
- The 1'cfugce program in’

y Taos.

Umted St ates Ageucy fov

“Tniernational D;velopmcnt!
this’

v. +he de |
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Since 1968

+handled by the'

for Laotian refugee assis-
tance

“The AID humamtanan
pwgwmq for war victims
i apparently still serve as a
principal cover for signifi-
, cant amounts of assistance
“to Laotian military and

paramilitary units and
their =~ dependents,”  said
Kennedy ’

.In one prodmm aspcct'

that of the village health
program for civilian medi-~
cal dispensaries, ‘nearly 50
percent  of “funds ... are
being used fo support CIA
}mlhtdxy actnl’nes” Ken-
r nedy said.,

“Though the GAO clam
“fies the stated purpose of
"the AID-sponsored village
‘ healthh projéct as ‘'secret;”
‘Kennoc’y said: “Unclassi-

“fied official sources ckarl:,

;state the project’s purpose is
to provide medical support
to paramilitary persorinel

“and -their dependents and
‘refugees genecrated by mil-
‘{tary action.” N

In the generally recog-:

nized pattern, the CIA fi-

supyods the fcmnhea of

'thS° troops.

Kennedy said AID offi-
s are aware of the Arain

R n:—n\\g“a‘., I'Y’(/bl‘lerﬂ,

$510 mition hioug 410 of refugie funds, bt

X‘\ 1'). -

-‘\-,

+ they “to]uate it and con-

_ ¢ tinue it . .
. The degrec of con uption !

1n the Laotiai refugee pro-
i ! gram,
! gbout the same as in Viet-
‘nam, but the division of

" funds for military purposes -

“is greater in Laos.”
* 'his practice of tahmf*

HASS. R =
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said Xennedy, is°

' needed funds away fromi

*the T.eolian refugees is

“upotorious,” Kennedy said,.

adding that he will soek
+ ways through legislation to
: “altm and change AlD pol-
ey

In other areas, }\.r,nn@dyr.

‘gaid the GAO report found

{ “sloppy manag eement and a
1ack of records” by thé . AID-
" mission in Taos. The situa~
* tion, he said queting from

" the GAO report, has led to

a ‘“wholesale dwu*»xon of‘

“idruga”

Hospital facilities for ei- .

vilian war casualtics were
.found by GAO inspectors
to be gencrally “Over-
crowded, congested,. dirty

_and without adequs t e’

water-supplies.”

Without adeqmte " rec-

_ords, it is estimated there ~

have been 30,000 cwxh’m
war cnsuﬁltxcs

B tened
. 'there in recent days.

- refugees,

Rofugaes

military

In‘ thc current f1sca1

year,’ ‘the US is spending

$17.2 million for L'lOt,lel
which Xennedy
Csaid 1‘01)1'escnts “two days
of bombing at the average

‘rate of GOO sorties a dcxy" in

LdOb o

-This, he Sdld "1s a tragic
indictment of our mvolve-

~ment” in Laos.

“in Laos total
¢ about 209,000, and Kenne-
i dy sdid he expectad this
" -numnber “to increase by 50
percent” because of heigh-

_activity.
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. WASHINGTON — Almost 50 per cent of the multi-’ A staff member of the fefugee sub-, .
 million doflar aid to Laotian refugees is being diverted committes said the AID budget for pub- . ?
\/ by the Central Intelligence Azency -(CIA) for militziiy  lic health development in 1870 was §3.1
-purposes, Sen, Fdward M. Kenuaedy charged Frida'g"‘:‘,:""" maillion of which $L.7 million was di-
S v . P PAHE The orted 1o CIA usé in maintaining Laotian -
f‘hc‘scnator, in releasing what he called “heavilj} ~ military forces E o
: ;sanitlzedl’:’ reports on Laotian relief elfor(s prepared by"‘ ay T ‘,r o :
‘the General Accounting Office (GAO), also “disclosed “We are going to try.to insist that
sthat in the last two years in Laos 20,000 civilians have ATD glter and change its policy 10 give
(been Lilled or wounded and 282,663 have Deen lefi home- civilians more aid and assistance,” Ken-
Adess. ] R . ~ nedy said, : co
~ “Laos has been the énly place where we have found e GAO “report alo was severely
‘almost 2 50 per cent drain off from AID (Aid for Tnierna-  Cvitical of the manager:cut, staffing and
‘tional, Development) program for military activitics, said  conditions at existing health facilities in-
.Kennedy who, &s chairman of the subcommijties on refu-  Laos. o . - o
e g teetnnnd four OvRINIE D
' A BeSS, 1.1?5':_C°‘T"‘1,1°5‘°‘]‘d_f”f” "0‘.“1?“9? INVESTIGATORS REPORTED find-
. S lnv'cstxgatxons of AID programs in .}oml- ing overcrawded, dirty and inadequate
’ .east Asid. v "i sanitary facilities at Site 272, & hospital

C .Ké'ﬁ}%'é'dy, who briefed newsmen in his
“office last Friday o the contents of the
‘yeport,-said the U.5. aid program Serves -
“¥as a p}‘ipd}‘:h cover” for significant

. camounys of assistance to Laotian mili-
o tary and paramilitary " units and their
dependents. ' .
«por example,” Kennedy said, “near-

ly 50 per cent of funds allocated to the

<o CAID yillage health program are being

: usgd;t_g_support CIA military-activities.”

+ 2 Klivough the portions of the GAO
_veport Bealing with AID to Laotian mili-
*e fary forces were classified and not rer
‘leased (lo the press, Kennedy sald the
classilicd scctions “fully document and’
support the subcommittec's independant
-findings based on field study and addi-
-tiona] investigation not involving official
governent sourees.” ’

.. Reninddy said his subcommitlee’s in-
¢ Vestigation showed that AID began sup-

. porting Laos military activities “as carly’
© 8g.1933" and included ‘“direct military’
. and pgistical support.” v N

“i ; ’ :
©_A-spokesman for AID in Washington
Urefused” to comment on the secnatoi’s

- not seen the report.

near the Plain of Jars which is the main,
ATD health facility in Laos. :
«This hospital ' consisted of three
wards of open huts without screens,” the ..
GAD report stated. “Cots were used for
peds. There were no maltresses oOr..
shoets, and patienls were in their dirty
street clothes. The wards were dirty and
the geneval condition of this hospital

- seemed, even by Laotian standards, con-

siderably substandard.”

KENNEDY SAID he could not es-
timate how rouch financial aid would be
necessary to correct conditions within
the AID program in Laos. He added that
the budget for all AID programs in Laos
in fiscal 1972 was $17.1 million but,
because of divertad funds from health to
military outlays, it was difficult to de-
fermine how much was actually being ..
.spont on health services.

«] think this is the primary support
for. the Laoctian (military),” Kennedy
told newsmen,

“The war in Southeast Asia has es-

. chlated dramatically in the last few days

in terms of the hombings and 1 feel the. .
refugees, in terms of casualties, are also
going to escalate dramaticaliy.” .

.
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Senator ¥Bdws
taday T(‘}(n.f,ﬁd hccw,lu ”(‘,1|‘1~t1'/(,\(}” sy

21d M. Kennedy,

whr vietims in-Laos preps ucul by flie

v CThe GAQ yeports are the lam ¥l ods
.’lai'ed civiliapn problems in Vie
‘yepdrte are pavt of the Subcommi
these basicolly bumanitgrian proble
civilian ¢ vﬁcrmﬂ and neaded veliof l"“'l pERIE

.

ttee!

apoency of (,cm{_grc Gl
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ILOIJD FOR RELXEASE:
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Chairman pf lm Judiciary Subcormmittce on
vicg of two classified report
v Goneral Acm)uunug Office (GAQY, the

_.a- a-—

I

i cew
.

" a series of studics on Wwarerc-

tnam and. I,c @, r"i]uc‘mcc b,r Scnator Kennedy, The

i co'l‘nmmg* affort since 1965 to docwument

g, and upgra rk, official priority and concern

4
i

The fmdm(ft veloagaed. toflay nre L.cvc;c’ly‘ ciitical of U8, sponsorxaed pros=
grnmr fo:: ﬁofuguu andg Cw,}:qn war casunliics m Linog.. The {indings chavrge »-
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Yer-
{,f"

that official staticlics on \n-nf vietimms and other Jata ax
l

Mincomploete! ond

are much

’

%

©

b} 2 el

Maf \..’rl’.«,L,LJ VLJL(“ y” - the pr oblems

one L.t viows than! 0}; siadly stated;

i . )
i

thot AID humanitarizn pr 01*3 ams for war victims appai.reri'ly

Btill servae au a pring; e ”C“Lavo.t“ {for gignificant amounts of

agaistance to oo ML‘JT““\' aha paramilitary units and their

*dc» sendents -~ fox exavnple, ?10'31]')'" 50 percent of funds

e ! C———
{allocated to the. . ATD Village ¢ Health. PJ.O*—r"'cLﬂ‘l axe be
5upport Cl'n\ pdlitery G Hvl{_.cp

- __,‘..-4'

1¢ec7 to

.. i‘

that because of sloppy Mbng sement and lack of records AID
Heannot state with aony dogy '*«'“ of agspurance' that US assistance
Uhas been accomplished ve dlfecs ively, efficiently, and

cconomically as

the it iion in Laos peymits'l e the siluation
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M who sneak ipto bulldings and
leave bombs behind thmn are cowards,
'l'ney might ;:-.int themselves with 2
Jot of pretty rieto ‘1(, abLoud the “armcd
struggle” and the “time of the herde
guen Tille. '111@ mxfr‘l* have tho posier
of Che on the wells of the places w}m
they sleep; the V might have a litere
knowledge. of Balwunin ov the punr.s‘l
-anarchists; th C} nmhv hava momorized
4he stmplicities of Mao of Robert Welch,
But whether t}Agy are “Klansmen cr
Weallierpoonle, et heart they are gul-
less bums. .

-1 suppose that thele m‘ people soma-
~where gloating ahout t
to"y over the Senate me n‘s room. In its

_own way, this compares to the great
South Victnamese rout of the card-
car 1-3,i1m* Cornmmunist chickens a fow
weeks ago. The phene calls in the mvm,
warning of the hf.ﬂn.)m" are not much

* 3ifferent front the Five 0 Clock YFollies
held: every day in Salgon to announc
the imminent victory of the latest hr‘m-
alng-like sirike ag?m\t & neighboring

=

4

o

ountt fach has the same mmal
.veight. ’ ‘ '

: % o Tk :
L4 I8 not yeb clear vTio seb the Lownb

in the Senalc the othor fiight, Tt could
ave been people from the Left; it
tould just as eadily have beoen sonmcone
from the Rigint, If I were in the CIA
and wanted a certain number of Avoer-
“{eans to-support Nixea on ILaos,. I
would set a bomb in the Senate and
tell WINS that it was in protest against
“the Laos decision.” After all, the CIA

¢ famous vie-

has had a lot of practice in such tech-

nigues, and hes begn using thon in
- places like Laos for years.
But that 1s e little too easy. 'The
movement- for sgcial justice: in "this
country (a. phrase like “the’ Lelt” is

i “0; i

NIV

Tl RS

not really eccurate, be cauge ihat move-
ment olso inclu d:s a slrosble munther
of  enti-evthoriierizn  constrvalives)
has b“" slow to-plen {ha bombere
in & velionol (n:»ntf‘.\;{. Were sirong
pretesls  when  black chuerchies  were
BLlovn up in the Scuth; bul now thet
the tergets he ROTC, Dolens
research ]a‘\:natomr‘ banlks, Army yé-
cruiting stztions, or othor visible sym-
hols of “the EstaBlishment” there is
an altered reaponse. We stayt gctimg;
soclolozical; wo talk about “the kids”
the way we used to lells about the
punks in the street gangs alter the
war, who grew up to Yo enforcers fov
{the Xiolia, '
We dow't want to know about those
young pecple who have levpned  that
meking change Is a long, slow, painful,
uphill bettle; we also didn’'t want {o
know u)out tiose tough strect kids
who @éid not join the Mlob, did mol
beecome hitters for the local goombih,
who did not break inte the world hy

'Chere

C)rr

aro

cutting thvoats in the balcony of
Loaw's Pitkin. o )

Unfortunately, the whole s ue of
{he bombings is clouded by the dirty

bhusineass of agents pr "':‘th(,l‘nq, We've
all read about Tommy the Traveler, an
informer who went avound stiveing up

students, twning them vielont when-
_ever possible. Most of the prosecutiond

of radicals now under way coine from
Lestiinony provided by informers; we'll
sireply never kuow how many acls of

violence over the past few yuars were.

plé Involved.) "Théré are meoments when

.

“ecommittad by cops. or squealers, .1'5,~
ing to prove thelr commitracol to the
cause (whatever they thoughi that
cauge . was_at tha morm.nt or which
direction they wanted to move the - peo-

{hat Oy 'e;ni'\o‘

.1 think that the sccond-ra nling mem-

ber of the CLA -is Pemnzdine Dohrn;
nobody has done helter worl: for those
who believe in conirol, vépression, ang
war, -

Thoze who L:?.cv”— i real changze
i this countly,ehezzlf" mohic very cieay
that the. bombors might BLa  elbhor

zgents or lunatics, bu that they have
rolhing to do with anyil n 1 real, The
¥131 elddms that il Ca nnet Iind them,

fhat thoy” have gone underproand,
that they are in constznt molion m
fne hipple coraumunily or Canada or
that they are staying in {he head”
guarters of COSVN, somewhere neav
Lawrence, Kansgas, But it is most Hiely
that politically, 1t is betler for J. Edgar

Hoover znd his fan, Nixon, to keep
{aese lunatics at large. oo
e o E2
'Caa onte clear lesson should he {hat
yolities Is not therapy, it is wark
whrough polities, a damocracy decides

who shall and to whatl eonds
siould be dirceted, 1t°

i3 not a two-round fight; it is net lie

govern,

some super TV sct, where you can
change direclions with the case re-
sarved for changing channals; it is
vork. It means joining local political
tfubs, marshaling those foreds {n the

vears when ’chexc is no glrmor and no

excitement. It means {finding one.
itizen a bzil bondswan and another
titizen n place 1o Hver It means help-

ing a Veteran to decode the bureau-
rratic gibberish of his VA forms and.
# - mecans trying to get a stop light
zt a school crossing. A lot of it is dull’
znd tedious; very little of it is apoca-;
Yyptie; all of it is soricus. !

Those who balicve that blowing up
hulldings is a legitimate meons . to a
political end are people who -have
meithier - the courage nor the tenacity
fo deal wi‘ch the real world., They have
hecome px'lsone‘a of their faniasic 1
rut acting out those fantasies is doingd
damage to some things \.,hicn azd\s;
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most-e\poq“d placcs of thA Lao-
s ; Speciallo The Star tian war, from Long Chien in the
V IENTIANE Laos—| nerth {o Bolovens Platcal in the
CAmericans “are dlrecmw from|south, top Lao ILllhtnly sources

Thizland Laos guer illa units say. = :
in mlhtaully zmd " politically _.“‘mcncans pch\ up the radio
and fell the units what to do. It’s
notnmg to do with us,” a mem-
ber, of the Lao; gelmal staff

' said, s i

o This is tIH fusr time the Lao
I’I‘lln ry has admitted the Amer-
" icans have a command role in
tlie Laos fighting which they say

'Py TAMALY ARBUCK

is diveeted from Udorn, a base! [f

in northeast Thialand,

Admlbclon comes on thc heels

of rightist military disclosure of
an . agzcemcnt for South Vict-
Jnamese “Tatervention in southern
Lacs and similar ;agrcema—nts
with Thailand. = %

_— . elther Lonrf Chien or Bolovens
v . Plateau falls they will re]oa
' ’ the ne L'hahty of Premier Sou-

vanna Phowma and form an offi-

. clal alliance with Saigon, Bang-
) kok and Phnom Penh avamst
Hanoi,

- Anterican ofhcmls here clam

the rightist generals are making’

these smtﬁxnex {s now to cmbar-
. - rass Souvanna,
. These officials lr‘nme qub
ington’s- ambiva lence over re-
orts "that a South Vlcmdmme
mvasion of soutneln Inos has
1Begun..

- While ﬂl\, Whhst tfendals
may be h_\,m’ to embarrass Sou-
L ' vanna, nmuch of the pmblhm
: would’ scern ‘to 1esmt frem US
. policies,

For years, U.S. ar 1b‘3o'1dors
. * there have supported Souvanna
. ) \"mx words bui continued to sup-
’ iply the rightwing generals mth
money, . arms and encourage-
ment, allomm -the ne uhaust
-army to dwindle.
" Lao rightists have Hown often
to Scuth Vietnam for consulla-
tions with President \I”a‘ i) Van
Thiew's officers.
: ‘Lao Gen,
visited Cambodia as soon as Lon
Nol canie to power,
" These visits were Lo dlscuss
South  Vietnamese baltalion-
sized forays into Lao, the use of
Thai. froops in ILeos and the
training of Carmbodians here,
The rc>u1t has boen that Sou-
vanna has bccozm a mere ng
urehead,

Laos long h{lb been a covcxt

‘member of the South Victnam-
Thai. alliance, The CIA, which
+  has helped coommale the alli-

r

Lao gencrals have s'url that, if

tre cover of plcab tomlucmml
enalors. that U.S, sceurity was| -
'tstar:e

- Given the most h,\cr scenario
now of a South Vielmam incur-
<1o'1 into Lacs and a North Viet-

anese move against the Bolov-
cns or - Plateau or a Hanoi sue-
cess in-taking Lon Chien, the\/
result could be a CIA @ebacle.

Far, while an Asian military
alliance against Hanoi might re-,
sult and the Indochina war is:
shifted further from § Saigon and!

Cambodia to Laes, tm U.s. ;
would be committed to helping.
Laos, a nation bordering China, ;
Laos, beset by couu,hon and
mcmcmmy, would be unable to
bear the brunt eof war alone. Its
fall would cndanger the U.S. in .

iefnam, . |-

Meanwhile, Lao aviaored cars
tock up positions af Vientiane
Airport and U.S. aircraft nor-

STATINTL

,,mlly parked at Vietiane, were

flown to the Thai base at Udom
Lo mxhtmy sources said these
precautions were fa%bon at all
Lzos airfizlds in case the North
Vietnamese attack foilov ing re-
pmts of nn“mm in the sou(th

Ftam- Smf\ ongsa.
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ted the U.S. by proxy to the
t cu.enqc of Laos, -



